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SENTENCING NOTES OF WILLIAMS J 

 

[1] Mr and Mrs Mussell, it is common when people are being sentenced that they 
either stand in the dock or at least they stand but nowadays so much needs to be 
covered in sentencing - and this particularly applies to this case - as far as I am 
concerned you can remain seated until I ask you to stand. 

[2] You pleaded guilty, as you know, on 18 June 2012 to a number of charges 
under the Financial Transactions Reporting Act 2003 (the ‘FTR Act’) offences called 
Structuring by counsel.  Mr Mussell’s first offence was in December last year.  The 
remaining seven were in a brief period in late March/early April this year, and Mrs 
Mussell has pleaded guilty to two charges covering that latter March/April period. 

[3] On each of the charges the maximum penalty that could be imposed is either 
a jail sentence of 12 months or a fine of $10,000.  But the Crown has responsibly 
asked that a jail sentence not be imposed and it is not an option I would have pursued 
in this case in any event. 
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