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SENTENCING NOTES OF JUSTICE DAME JUDITH POTTER 

 

[1] Ngatokoono James Tara is before the Court for sentence on one charge of dealing 

with documents with intent to defraud under Section 25(a) of the Crimes Act 1969. The 

maximum penalty for the offending is a term of imprisonment not exceeding 5 years. Mr Tara 

has pleaded guilty to the charge.  

[2] The background facts are that on Saturday 20 December 2014 Mr Tara went to 

Vanwil store with a Westpac cheque for the sum of $950.00 and asked that if be cashed. This 

was refused. So he went to the Foodland Supermarket and tried the same thing. Again he was 

refused. He made constant demands for the cheque to be cashed and the matter was referred 

to a Supervisor. The Supervisor told him the only way for the cheque to be cashed was for 

him to buy an item or items and the difference over and above the price of the items would be 

given to him in cash. He therefore bought groceries to the value of about $316.00 and 

received change of about $633.00.  




