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An Act to establish and regulate the Department or 
Mfu (1 November 1967 

BE'IT ENACTED by the Legislative Assembly of the Cook Islands 
in Session assembled, and by the 'authority of the same; as 
tollo1l'sl 

1. Short Title and ~96;enoement - (1) This Act may be 
oi ted as the Pollee Act, • 

(2) This Act shall oome into foroe on the 1st day 
ot Januar,r 1968. 

2. InteUIret8tion - In this Act, unless the context 
otherwise req res-

"Commiasioned officer" means the Superintendent, 
any/Ohief Inspector, Inspector, or Sub 
Inspeotorl 
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"Department" means the Departmant'or Polioe' 
, under thi$ Act: 
"Minister" means the Minister or Polioer 
"Non-commissioned officer" means any Senior 

Sergeant, or Sergeant: 
"Police" means the offioers and employees 

of the Department holding rank as set 
out in section 7 of this Act. 

ADMINISTRATION 

3. Department of Police - There is hereby oonstituted 
a Department of Police. 

'4. Minister of Police - There shall be & Minister of 
Police appointed under the provisions of the Ccn$titution 
who shal~ be the Minister in charge of the Department. 

5. Officers of Department - (1) There shall be the 
following officers and employees of the Department who shall 
be appointed under the provisions of the Public Service Aot 
1965: 

(a) A Superintendent of Police who shall 
be the administrative head of the 
Department and have the general 
control of the Police; 

(b) Such other ranks, clerks~ and employees 
as may be deemed necessary for the 
purposes of this Act. 

(2) The Superintendent of Police may from time to 
time authorise any commissioned officer to exercise any of the 
powers, authorities, duties, and functions of the Superintenden': 
of Police either generally or in any particular case. 

(3) The fact that any commissioned officer exercise. 
any such power, authority, duty or function shall, in the 
absence of proof to the contrary, be sufficient evidence of his 
authority to do so. 

6. Principal functions Of Department - The p~inciPalt 
funotions of the Department sha i btH 

(a) To administer this Act, and to carry out 
and perform any functions assigned to' 
the Department or any member thereof 
by any other public Actl 

!
b~l To prevent the oommission of offences; 

To proteot human life and property; 
To preserve law and orderl and, 
To detect and aPPfehend offenders against' 

the law. ' 

7. Police ranks - The Police shall consist of the 
following rBllks r 

Superintendent 
Chillf Inspectors 
Inspectors 
Sub-Inspectors 

'Senior Sergeants 
Sergeants ' 
Senior Oonstables 
Oonstables ' 
Oadets. 

1967, No.12 Police 

8. Commissioned officers to hold warrant'- Ever,r 
commissioned officer shall hold a warrant of ~pointment 

• signed: by the Minister. 

9. Existin~ appOintments deemed to be made under 
this Ac - All persons who immediately before the 

commencement of this Act are officers or employees of the 
Department of the Cook Islands Public Service known as the 
Police ,Department and have been so ap~ointed under the Public 
Service Act 1965 shall be deemed to have been appointed to the 

,Department under this Act. 

GENERAL 

'10. Members not to en~age in politics - No member of the 
Police shall, while he rema ns a member, take part in any 
election of a ~ember of the Legislative Assembly, Island Council, 
District Counc~l, or Village Committee, whether as a candidate ' 
or in any other manner, otherwise than by voting: . 

Provided that nothing in this section shall apply to the 
discharge by any member of the Police of his duty at qr 
concerning any such election. 

11. Oath to be taken - Every member of the Police shall 
take the following oath before a Commissioner of the High Court 
or a commissioned officer of Police: 

"I, •••••••• , ~ do swear that I will well and truly 
serve Her (or His) Majesty (specify the name of the reigning , 
Sovereign, as thus: Queen Elizabeth the Second) in the Police, 
without favour or affection, malice or ill-will, until I am 
legally discharged; that I will see and cause Her (or His) 
Majesty's peace to be kept and preserved; that I will prevent 
to the best of my power all offences against the peace; and 
that while I continue to hold the,said office I will to the 
best of my skill and knowledge discharge all the duties thereof , 
faithfully according to law. So help me God". ' 

12. Execution of processes - (1) Every non-commissioned 
Officer, senior constable, constable and cadet shall obey and 
execute all the lawful summonses, warrants, orders, and 
directions of any Judge or Commissioner of the High Court 
issued throu~h any Registrar of that Court. ' 

(2) Any warrant, order, or other process of the High 
Oourt or of any Judge or Commissioner thereof directed to anr 
non-commissioned officer, senior constable, constable or cadet 
may be executed and enforced by any other member ot the' police 
or his assistants; and every member and his assistants shall 
have the same rights, powers, and authoritieG for and in the 
execution of any such process, ao if the same had been originallT 
directed to him or tham eXpressly by name. ' 

(3) Where a process has been issued for the arrest 
of any person and has not been executed, any member of the 

'police in uniform or any other mamber on production of his , 
identification or, warrant card or other evidence that he is a 
Ilember of the Polioe may, without having the process in his 
possession, arrest the person in respect of wholl the prooes8 
18 is8ued. 
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1'_ ~teetion of members for acts pursuant t ' 
-out; of theP~SCo~1) 'IIh~re any process has been Issued 
thereot. no membeI' oc' t~~ P~l~~ ~u~e or COmmissioner t: any such proceAS shali be respo~sigl~~~ing i~ obedience 

the issuing of the process ,or fo any ~rregularity 
ill the issuing of tile same.' r an,y want ot Jurisdiction 

(2) On tlle production of any h ' 
proor that it was issued out of the Highsgc process and on 

~;s~h:i:e::;n ~~~s;h~a!ignature thereto iso~th~rha!~w!~:ing 
person is reputed to beea!~pea~s subscribed thereto, and that 
of the High Court and that t:c s ~s a Judge or Commissioner 
in obedience to the process ~h:cC~u~m~la~ed of were done 
against an,y member of the P~lice i ry~ng an,y action 
in obedience to the process shall ~ir~spect o~ any act done 
member, and the member shall re nhia verd~ct for that 

cover s costs of suit. 

14 •. Member m a ear in Hi Court b 
member - In any proceed' , member of the Polic h ~ngs n the ~g ourt any 

duty other than as : :,~ is to appear in the execution of his 
of the POlice. ~ ness, may appear by any other memb,~r 

15. Evidence of ri~ht to h ld ff' 
aris~s as to the ri ht of 0 0 ~ce - If any question 
execute his office g any member of the Police to hold or 
right, and it shali ~~~~: ~:~~tatiOntSh~11 be Hvidence of that 
written appointment or oth ssary 0 ave or produce any 
proof of that right. er document or matter whatsoever in 

b~, a, 16·
b 
~~uries in execution of dut~ - An~ ir. 4uries 

01 mem er of the Police _ - ~""\I SUffered 

(a) W~le on duty or while on a direct 
Journey from his home to report 
for duty or to his home after 
duty; or' 

(b) While not on duty in the performarce 
of some act which is wit~in the 
scope, 'of his' ordinary duties' c.r 

(c) In consequence of some act perrorn:ed. 
in the execution of his duty 

:;~:n~:emed to have arisen out of and' in "the course ot hi. 

17.. Powers to cease on termination. of offfce _ (1) Wh 
:!~ber ot the PolIce ceases to hold and exercise his of!i en a 

P ,.powshsrslanl d authorities vested in him as a member of t~:' 
o~oe a· immediately cease. 

(2) For the purposes of this ti 
the Police shall be deemed to have cease~e~o ~~ida m~ber oti 
hi·s orfice during any period when he i an exerc se 
;~i~::ion of that leave, he will not ;e~~e~~ed!f;' ~ ~:: 
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OFFENCES 

18. Gaining admission to Police by false 
representations - Every person who by any false, 

unauthorised,or forged certificates or any false representnticj s. 
obtains admission or readmission into the Police commits an 
offence and shall be liable to imprisonment for a term not 
exceeding three months or to a fine not exceeding two hundred 
dollars, or to both. 

19. ro ert - (1) It any person 
who 'has cease to hold and exerc se s office as a member of 
the Police do en not forthwith deliver over everything whatsoever 
which may have been supplied to him for the execution of his ' 
office, or which may be in his custody by virtue thereof, to 
the member of the Police in charge of the station to which he 
was last attached, he commits an offence and shall be liable 
to a fine not exceeding two hundred dollars. 

(2) Any Judge or Commissioner of the High~ourt 
may issue his warrant to any member of the Police to search 
for and seize to the use of Her Majesty, every such thing 
whatsoever which has not been so delivered over. 

(3) For the purposes of this section, a member 
shall be deemed to have ceased to hold and exercise his office 
during any period when he is on leave if, at the expiration of 
that leave, he will not return to duty in the Police. 

20. Personation of member - (1) Every person who, not 
being a member of the Police, by words, conduct, or demean-
our pretends that he is a member, or puts on or assumes the 
dress, name, designation, or description of a member of the 
Police, commits an offence and shall be liable to imprisonment 
for a term not exceeding three months or to a fine not exceeding 
two hundred dollars, or to both; 

(2) Any member of the Police may arrest without 
warrant any person who he has reasonable cause to believe' is 
committing or has committed an offence against this section. 

21. Unlawful - Every person 
who, not being a membor of - e 0 ce, han J.n s possession 
any thing whatsoever supplied or to be supplied to a member of 
the Police, and is not able to account sati~factorily for his 
possession thereof commits an offen~e and s~all be liable to a 
fine not exceeding one hundred dollars. 

22. Failing to g:!.ve assistanoe - Any dlember of the Police 
when in the lawful executIon of hIs duty may call upon any male 
person, not being under the age of eighteen years, to aid or 
assist him to apprehend or secure any person or to convey, any 
person in his charge to a police station or other place, when 
reasonable necessity exists 'for calling for that assistance; 
and' every such person who fails to aid or assist any member ot 
the Polioe when so called upon commits an offence and shall be 
liable to a fine not exceeding forty dollars. 

, 23. Unlawful dealin~s with prisoners - (1) Every person 
who holds or attempts to old any communication with any prisoner 
in the custody or charge of any member of the Polioe, or who 
delivers or in any manner attempts to deliver or oauses to be 
delivered to any suoh prisoner any artiole or thing whatsoever 
wi thout the p,ermission of that member of the Polioe or 801lle 
responsible member of the Police in charge of that member, 
commits an oftence and shall be liable to imprisonment tor a 
t~rm not exceeding six months or,to a fine not exceeding four 
hundred dollars, or to both. 



(2) Any member of the Police may arr(J,lt wi tno ~'; 
warrant any person who he has reasonable c'ause to believe 
is -committing or has committed an offence against this section. 

24. Bribing !e,brrs ~f rhe,pplige - Every person who. 
not being a member 0 he 01 ce, -

(a) Gives or offers or promi8e~- to give 
any member of the Polioe any bribe, 
pecuniary or otherwis'e, or makes a.ny 
agreement with any member of the 
Polioe to induoe him in any way to 
forego his dutYI or 

(b) Requests or inoites or induoes any 
member of the POlice

l 
or the members 

of the Police genera ly, or any 
section thereof, to aot in any manner 
contrary to dutYI or 

(0) Connives at any act whereby any 
regulation or inBt~obion in relation 
to the Police may be evaded, -

commits an offence and shall be liable to imprisonment for a 
term not exceeding two years. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

25. Par iculars for ident 
n cus ody - ere any person ~s n lawful 

custody at a police station on a oharg~ of having committed 
any offence, a member of tho Police may, Bubject to any 
direotion of his superiors, take or cause to be taken all suoh 
partioulars as may be deemed necessary for the identification 
of that person, including his photograph, fingerprints, and 
footprints, and may use or cause to be used suoh reasonable 
force as m~ be necessary to seoure those particulars. 

(2) Any person who, after being cautioned t fails 
to oomply with any demand or direction of a member OL the 
Police acting in the exercise of his powers under this section 
commits an offenoe and shall be liable to imprisonment for a 
term not exceeding one month or to a fine not exoeediIl6 fort;r 
dollars, or to both. . 

(3) If the person in respeot of whom partioulars 
have been taken under this seotion is acquitted, the particulars 
shall be forthwith destroyed. 

26. ~B~P or Oommissioner mat %9tg~1no titir to 
, pr~erty - (1) Where a mem er ~ the ~o oe is ,in 

possession 0 any property otatty kind other than propert;r 
distrained under the warrant of a Judge or OOmmissioner of the 
High Oourt and it is doubtfUl *hather a person olaiming the 
'propert;r, or which of ~ two or more persona so olaimi~ i', ' 
entitled to the pOBsessionthereot, a Judge or the High Oourt, 
or a Oommissioner of the High Oourt in the oase of the value 
of the propert;r not exoeeding twenty dollars, on the applioation 
or an;r member of the Police, or ot a,claimant to the propert;r. 
.., make an order for the deliver;r ot,the propert;r to ~ person 
appearing to the JUdge Of the Commissioner, aa,the oa88 m~ be 
to b •. .'the owner thereot ,or entitled to the poaS!lasion thereot, 
or, it,the owner or person entitlad to possession oannot be 
asoertained, ma;r make suoh order· with respect to poasession or 
the propert,. as he thinks tit.. - . 
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(2) ~ application under this section ehall be 
m~de b;r originating application to the High Court. 

(~) If after the making of any such order an actiou 
.s commenced against any member of the Police or the Crown f01' 
the recovery of the propert;r or the value thereof, the order 
and the delivery of the property in pursuance thereof may be 
given and shall be received in evidence in bar ,of the aotion: 

Provided that no Buch order or delivery shall affect the 
right of any persons entitled by law to possession of the 
property to recover the same. _ 

27. Unclaimed property - (1) Any goods and chattels 
which have come Into the possession of any member of the Police 
und which are unclaimed after being held for not less than three 
months, shall, by the direotion of the Superintendent be sold 
by pub).ic auction, public notice of the sale having b~en . 
previously given in the island in which the sale is to be held: 

. Provided that perishable goods may be sold at any time and 
in such manner as the officer in charge of the district may 
itrect, or if valueless may be destroyed. ' 

(2) The proceeds of every such Eale, after deducting 
the costs thereof, and any money which has come into the 
possession of a member of the Police in the execution of his 
duty and is unclaimed, shall be paid to and form part 'of the 
Cook Islands Government Account. 

28. Limitation of actions - (1) For theJrotection of 
persons acting in the execution of this Act, I aotions 
against any person for anything done in pursuance o£ this Act 
shall be commenced within two years after the act has been 
committed, and not otherwise; and notice in writing of every 
such action and of the cause thereof shall be given to the 
defendant one month at least before the commencement of the 
action. 

(2) The plaintiff in any such action shall not 
recover if tender of sufficient amends is made before the 
!lction is brought, or if a suffioient sum of mon'ey i,9 paid 
jnto Court by or on behalf of the defendant after the aotion 
is brought, together with the costs incurred up to that time. 

~~) If the verdict is given for the defendant, or 
the plaintiff is nonsuited or discontinues the action, or it 
judgment is given against the plaintiff, the defendant shall 
recover his fUll costs as between solioitor and client; and, 
though a verdict is given for the plaintiff in anY suoh actiol. 
he shall not have costs against the defendant unless the Oourt 
be£ore which the trial is held oertifies its approval of the 
~ction and of the verdiot obtained thereon. 

29. Proceedings not to be ~uaBhed for want of 
form - No charge, oonv ctlon, order, Inquiry, 

reoommendatron, appeal, determination, deCision, or other ' 
act or proceeding under this Aot shall be quashed or set as1.ie 
or be deemed void or insufficient' for want of fom only. 

30. Re~lations - (1) The High Commissioner may from time 
to time, by :rder in Executive Council, make all such regulati.ons 
as may ~ his opinion be deomed neoessary or expedient for . 
giving effeot to·the prOviSions of this Act and for the due 
administration thereof. 
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(2) Regulations made under this section may 
prescribe tor ottences against the regulations punishable 
by.a term of imprisonment not exceeding three months or a 
line not exceeding one hundred dollars or both. . 

(3) All regulations made under this section shall 
be laid belore the Legislative As~embly within twenty-eight 
days atter the making thereof if the Legislative Assembly is 
then in session, and, it not, shall be laid before the 
Legislative Assembly within twenty-eight days after the 
commencement ot the next ensuing session. 

• 31. Annual Report - (1) The Superintendent shall as soon 
as practicable after the thirty-tirst day ot Karch in each year 
turnish to the Minister a report on the operation ot the Polioe 
Department tor .the year ending on that date. 

(2) A copy ot the report shall be laid betore the 
Legislative Assembly within twenty-eight days atter it has 
been ~shed to the Minister it the Legislative Assembly is 
then in session, and, it not, shall be laid betore the LegislatiT8 
Assembly within twenty-eight days atter the commencement ol the 
next ensuing session. 

32. Conse9uentia~amendment - All references to Chie! 
Otficer of Police or C ef of Police in any Act, regulation, 
Ordinance, Order, By-law or other enactment, or in any 
agreement ,deed, instrument, application, licence, notioe or 
other document whatsoever shall be read hereatter as a referenoe 
to the Superintendent ot Police~ . 

33. Reaials and savirifs - (1) Section 30 ot the.Cook 
Islands Amen ent Act 19578 hereby repealed. 

(2) Without limiting the provisiOns ot.the Aots 
Interpretation Act 1924 as emended and applied to the Oook 
Islands it is hereby declared that the repeal of any provision 
by this Act shall not affect any·document made or any thing . 
whatsoever done under any provision so repealed or under ~ 
corresponding former proviaion and every such document, or 
thing so tar as it is subsisting or in torce at the time ot 
the repeal and could have been made or done under this Act 
shall continue and have ettect as it it had been mads or done 
under the corresponding provision of this Act and as it that 
provision had bean in toree when the docUlllent 1118.S made o.r the 
thing was done. 
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Gen"rlll elec';l.on: Public Not1ce 
Arrangements for voting 
Votinp; pape!'tI 
:;chedulo 

An Act to ~mend the ~lrctor~l Act 1906 
( u l-ctohvl' ~"',7 

BE IT ENACTED by the Lep;lsl"t1.ve Assembly of the Cook 
Islands in Session Husembled, and by the authority of 
the sams, as follows: 

1. Short Title - Thi& Act may be cited as the Electoral 
Amendment Act 11)67, Bnd shull be read together with and deellled 
part of the Electoral Act 196& (1n this Act referred to as the 
pr1noipal Act). 

2. Interpretntlon - Section 2
n
of the pr1ecipal Act ja 

horeb,. amended by cl'llt;tinp; thE' word regulation from the 
definition of the term "Resident" and substitut1ng the word 
"seet1en". 

3. Tenure of office - Gection 7 of the principal Act 
is hereby amended by adding, 8S subsection (5), the following 
8ubBoot10nl-

the 
(1) 

- (5) When it appUars to the Speaker that the 
seat of any member has become vacant 
pursuant to subsection (1) of th1s section, 
the Sueaker shall deolare in writing that 
the seat has become vacant anc the cause 
thereof snd shall forthw1th cau~e that 
decl[IJ.'st\on to be published in the Gazette.-

4 Com 11' norv rop;istr'ltion of .. lectors - SI!ction 10 ot 
prl~Oi~~t 1;) \ereby amended by r.epea!ing subsection 
snd Bub"t;itut.1np; the [01l0w1ng 8ubsectlon:-

n (1) Ev"rv perllon who when IlI\1 publio notice 1s 
1':1~";1 'J; th" Gbl~t ~;["otorlll Officer pursuant '0 ~ectlon ~U of thla Act, 18 qualified to be 
re laterad "8 a.n eleotor or who, withIn tort,. 
d,J1I or I,ha t publ1c notic,,: .~e~~~~:t\ "~n q~~i!r~:~ 
"hR!J mnke npollcatlon no pI.IIC - 1 otor .lthln 
of thl" Act fill' l'e~.\ .. tra.tJ.o'l ,,[1 ~~ e.('I 
forty (:''':18 of t.tw Bli id publiC no •. c"' • 


