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Dogs without collar may 
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Dangerous dogs may be 
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An Act to provide for the registration and control 
of do s in Raroton s and the liabilit for in uries 
caused by dogs 1n arotonga 

(22 January 1971 

BE IT ENACTED by the Legisldtive Aesembly of the Cook Ielands 
in Seeeion aseembled, and py the euthority ·of the eeme, ae 
followe: 

1, Short Title and ep~lication - (1) Thie 'Act may be 
cited ae the Rerotonga Doge eglstration Act 1970. 

(2) Thie Act ohall apply in the ialand of Rarotonga 
only. 
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2. Interpretation - In this Act ~ess the context otherwise req~res _ . 

"Constable" means any otficer at the 
department holding the rank at 
constable, and includes any ofticer 
of the department holding the rank 
above constable: ..• 

"Department" means the Department of 
" Po~ice under the Police Aot 1967: 
Dog means the male or female species 
of whatever age at the canine species: 

"Minister" means the Minister in charge 
" of the d~partment: . 
Regiatrar meane the Superintendent at 
Police and includes the next senior 
ofticer of the Police. 

hall~· Administfation - (1) The Superintendent ot Polioe 
s be charged w~th the administration of this Act under 
the general direc~ion and control of the Minister. 
D (2) This Act shall be administered by the epartment of Police. . 

PART I - REGISTRATION OF DOGS 

4. .Dogs to be registered - (1) The owner of dog 
aSghaltlhreg~ister or cause to be registered any dog of ~greater e an s x months. 
d li (2) The owner or some person on his behalt shall 

e tIer to the Regiatrar a description of the dog or other 
par' t culars as may be required for the purposes ot such 
reg~s ration. 

b i (~) Every such registration when duly made shall 
e n torce on the day on which it is made until the first 

~ay o~ Ji~uary then next ensuing and that registration shall 
e ma e 11 like manner from year to year. 

(4) Registration for any dog shall be made in 
the prescribed form and shall be accompanied by a tee of 
three dollars in the case of a male dog and tive dollars in 
the oase of a temale dog. 

(5) Until payment ot the appropriate tee the 
g~gistration shall be deemed not to have been duly ~ade. 
th Pdayment of the appropriate fee, the person regietering 

e og shall r~ceive a oollar with distinotive marks or 
nthumbtehrs or partloulars BS required in respeot of each dcg 

a e registers. 
(6) Every person commits an 
(a) 

(b) 

offence who -
Keeps any dog of a greater age than 

six months lor a period exceeding 
tourteen days or more unless the 
dog is for the time being registered 

, under the provill'ions of this Act: 
Knowingly inserts br omits or knowingly 

cauces or perm~ts to be inserted or 
omitted in any suoh desoription any 
matter or thing contrary to or for 
the purposes of concealing the truth. 
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(7) Every person who offends in any manner against 
this section shall be liable.to a fine not exceeding ~wenty 
dollars. 

5. Destruction or loss of dog collar - Where any 
collar issued to any dog is lost or destroyed, the owner of 
that dog shall report that loss or destruction to a constable, 
and the owner of that dog shall re-register that dog and 
obtain a new collar on payment of a fee of two dollars. 

6. Burden of proof on owner of dog - In any proceedings 
under this Act the proof that a dog has been duly registered' 
or is not over the age of six months or has not been kept by 
the owner for a period of fourteen days shall be on the 
defendant. 

7. Dog not wearing proper collar deemed unregistered -
Any dog not wearing a collar having the current registratIon 
marks thereon shall, until the contrary is proved, be deemed 
to be unregistered. 

8. Register of dogs - (1) ~he Registrar shall keep a 
general register of all dogs, and such other registers as' 
may be required. 

(2) The register shall be in the prescribed form 
and may be examined by any person at any reasonable time 
free of Charge. . 

(~) Any of the contents of such register may in 
any proceeding whether under this Act or any other Act be 
proved by the production of a certificate as to thpse contents 
purporting to be signed by the Registrar. 

9. Change of ownership - Where the ownership of a dog 
required to be registered under this Act is changed, the 
registrstion of the dog shall continue in .force but the new 
owner shall within fourteen days notify the Registrar of the 
change of ownership, and the Registrar shall, on payment of 
a Lee of 'one dollar enter the name of the new owner in the 
Register in substitution for the name of the previous owner. 

(2) Every person who tails to comply wi~h the 
provisions of this section commits an offence and ~s liable 
to a fine of ten dollars. 

10. Using counterfeit or obsolete collar or 
fraudulently using collar - (1) Every person 

commits an offence, and is liable to a fine not exceeding 
twenty dollars, who -

(a) falsely makes or counterfeits or, 
knowing the same to be false or 
counterfeit, purchases, uses, or 
has in his possession any collar 
resembling or apparently intended 
to resemble or pass for a collar 
supplied at the registration 
cffice under:this Actj. or 

(b) after the first day of anuary in any 
year has irt hiB following or keep 
any dog wearing a collar issued in 
respect Of any previous regi8trat~on 
year, which dog has not boen registered 
for the then current registration year\ 
or , 

(c)has in his following or keep any dog 
wearing a collar i.sued in respect 
of another dog. 
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11. Removing collar - Every person commits an offence 
who wilfully or maliculously removes from the neck of any 
dog the collar required by this Act to be worn by that dog, 
and is liable to a fine not exceeding twenty dollar~. 

12. Application of fees - All fees paid to the 
Registrar under this Act shall be paid into and shall form 
part of the Cook Islands Government Account. 

PART II - DESTRUCTION OF DOGS 

13. Dogs without collar m~y be destroyed - Where any 
dog over the age of six monthG not wearil~ a collar having 
the proper identHication marks for that current year is 
found on any land, any constable may destroy that dog. 

,14. Dangerous do~!!y- be deetroyeq - (1) Where a com':" .' 
plalnt is made to a cons1;able that a do!,. whether at large or 
not. is dang~rou" and i3 not kep" under proper ·control, the 
constable, if he is satisfied thllt the dog is dangerous and 
is not kept under proper care allti control may destroy that 
dog, or may order that the dog be destroyed by the owner or 
be kept by the owner under proper control. 

(2) Every person whO fails to comply With an 
order under subsection (1) of this section commi.ts an offence 
and is liable to a fine not exceeding rorty dollar~. 

15. Dogs attacki ersons rushin 
frightenlng cattle, etc. - any 

road or any place open to or used by the public as of right 
or any unenclosed place attacks any person or poultry, or 
any cattle, horse, pig, goat or any other animal whatsoever, 
the dog may forthwith be destroyed by any constable; and 
the owner of the do~ commits an offence, and is liable to 
a rine not exceeding forty dollars in addition to any 
liablli ty he may incur for any dlJJllage caused thereby. 

(2) Where any dog -
(a) On any road or any place open to or 

used by the public as of right or 
rulY unenclosed place rushes at or 
startles any person or any cattle 
or horse or pi~ or goat whereby 
an;),. perf Jon is !dlled or injured or 
endansered or any property is 
damaged or endSllgeredj or 

(b) On any road rushes at any vehicle in 
such a manner e.s to cause or be 
likely to ~aus~ an accident -

any constable may destroy that dogj and the owner commits 
an offence, and is,liablo to a rine not exceeding forty 
dollars in addition to any ~iability he may incur for any 
damage caused thereby. 

16. Dogs a,ttackJIfu -Q.ers0Q... cattle, etc •• m~ »!l 
teett'oYsu - y peroJOn who sees a dog, e~ng at 

large, bitng or H"tacking any person or any domestio 
poultry or any domestio cattle, horse, pig, goat or who is 
himaelt bitten or attacked by ~y such dog, may forthwith 
destroy the dog, without being answerable "0 any damage 
oooasioned thereby. . 
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17. Dogs rU1lJ1ing at large among cattle. etcl ma.y 
be destroyed - The <,wner or the agent 0 the 

owner of any domestiC poultry or cattle, horse, pig, goat 
or any servant or person employed by any such owner or 
agent may forthwith destroy any dog running at large among 
that poultry or 'cattle, horse, pig or goat. 

18. No liability where dog wounded in attempt to 
destroy - NO person who, with the intentIon of 

destroying any dog under the powers conferred by this Act,. 
wounds or maims the dog shall except in a case in which he 
causes unnecessary suffering to the dog, be under any 
liability, whether criminal or civil, for any injury done 
to the dog. 

19. Destruction of do s that have been seon worr i 
cattle'letc. - 1 Were a complaint is made to 

any constable by vhe owner of any d,omestic poultry, or 
cattle, horse, pig, or goat, or the occupier of any land 
on which there is domestic poultry or any cattle, horse, 
pig, or goat, the constable if satisfied as to the grounds 
of the complaint may forthwith destroy that dog, or may 
make an order dit'ectin~ the owner forthwith to cause the 
dog to be destroyed. 

(2) Every person who fails to comply with an 
order under subsection (1) of this section commits an oftence, 
and is liable to a fine not exceeding twenty dollars. 

PAHT III - REGULA'l'IONS AND 
H1'VOCATION 

20. Regulations - (1) 'l'he High Commissioner may from 
time to time, by Order in Executive Council, make.all such 
regulations as m~y in his opinion be necessary or expedient 
1'or giving full effect to the provisioILS of this Act Slld for 
the due administration thereof. 

(2) All regulat!o~s made under this section shall 
be laid before the Legislative Assembly within twenty-eight 
days after the date ef the making thereof if the Legislative 
Assembly is then in sesslon, and if not, shall be laid 
beIore the Legislative AsseNbly within twenty-eight days 
after the date of the commencement of the ,next ensuing 
session. 

21. Revocati on .' 1'he Ral~otonga Dogs Registration 
Bylaw 1969""I£lhereby revoked. 

This Act i9 administered in the Police Department. 
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