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JUDGMENT OF THE COURT 

[1.0] After a trial in the High Court at Suva, on the 4 th of November 2008 the appellant 

was found guilty of the murder of his wife ASHIKA LATA on the unanimous opinion 

of the five assessors with which the learned trial judge concurred and convicted the 

appellant. 



2, 

(2.0] On the 5th of November 2008 the trial judge sentenced the appellant to life 

imprisonment and, pursuant to Section 33 of the former Penal Code, sentenced the 

appellant to a minimum term of18 years imprisonment. 

(3.0 The appellant appealed to this Court against his conviction on seven grounds and 
reserved the right to add further grounds of appeal after perusal by his legal 

advisers of the High Court record. 

[ 4-.0] The Prosecution Case was based on circumstantial evidence only and on very 

unreliable identification evidence. 

(5.0] In this Court's judgment it would be unsafe to uphold the conviction which we 
therefore quash, acquit the appellant of the charge of murder and discharge him. 

(6.0] Detailed reasons for the court's decision will be published in due course but in the 

meantime we order that the appellant's passports be returned to him today. 

[7.0] After announcing the Court's decision, Senior Counsel for the appellant asked for an 
order for costs to be made against the respondent. The court will consider this 

submission in its detailed reasons and for the moment reserves that question. 

Dated at Suva this 6't.o: ).y 2010. . 
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