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GOl'ERJ\'MENT OF THE SOl'EREIGr< DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF FIJI 
DECREE KO. 16 OF 1992 

DISS0LUfl0N OF THE RABI ISLAND 
C0UNOL OF LEADERS DECREE 1992 

Wm::REAS the Coum.:il orLeadersofRHhi l!ilandi~ e~tc1hlisheJ un<lerthe 811m1hHn Selllt!'ment Acl. 10 
he a hut!~· co1porn1e wi1h perm11nenl succession 11nd II cornmon ~ea! wi1h powers enumenilt!tl under 
lhe Banahan Settleml!nl Act 1tnd 1l11: Bam1ban l;inds Act; · 

AND WHEREAS ~uch powers ves1ed in 1he Coundl of Leaders arc to he exen:h,:ed for tht' gencr.il 
wdfcm: anJ hcnelil of the Banab11n cummuni1y: 

AND \Vl:fEREAS !he members of the Coundl of Le,nlers are e!et:1ed tu hold offic.:e for a term of 
lhree ye1:1rs; 

AND WHEREAS !he prei.t'nl Council h11s been prCH!nh!tl from exercising ils funqions ;:111J powers 
lhrough udminis1ratiYe tlirricuhies as wdl as amidst allcyatinns of ;ihuse of oflice: 

Ar-:n WHEREAS under lhc Conslilution 1he R;inahan Settle men I Act can onh· he ;ilten:d if it is stir• 
pmecJ hy II rm,jorily or ,,otes of all mcmhers ofho1h 1he Home of Reprcscntalh·cs anti lhe Senate 
i~11.:lm.ling lhe w1cs or not less 1han eigh1een of the 1wcnty·four nominees of 1hc Bmc Levu 
Vak1:11urHg"il in the Senate; 

AND WHEREAS iris deemeJ cxpetlienl 10 mm·e quidy lo rcsol\'C th!! presen1 crisis nf 1he Council: lo 
avoid h1wlessne~s anti illeg;il aclivilics on the i~hrnd of RJhi. anti thereb1 ensure lhctl norm;ik~­
onlcrline~s and f!'OOd government rc1urn lo 1hc B,mc:1bo1n comm11ni11: 

Now Tl-!C:RErORr:. in exercise of lhe po,,•crs ,,estetl in me as president or lhe Sovereign Oemm.:rn1k 
Repuhlic of Fi_ii and Commam.ler·in·Chief of 1he Annctl Force~ am! pursuanl lo 1he e:i..ecuthe 
1:1othorityorFiji vested in me hy Section 5 or1he Cons1i1u1ion of1he So\"t:reign Democratic Repuhlic 
of Fiji (Promulgation) Decree 1990 Hnd acting in ;iccordirnce wilh the 1:u.lvice of lhe Prime Minil>tcr 
and Ci!hinel. I herehy Dt!crt:e as follows-

Slrrm 1il/,, 
I. This Decrci: mily he citt!d as the Dissululion of lht: Rabi lslanJ Council of Le11ders 

Dence. 1992. · 

lmr'1"'"'"''"'' 
2. In !his Dccr•:c unless !he conh!XI Olht!rwi~e m-1uircs: 

"'tht: Acl" means 1he D11trnhun Se11le1nt:nl Act 
"Mini~ler- means the Minisler respon:;ihlc for lhc Act: 

··council- mt!ans the Coun~il of Leatlers establfr,hed under Section 3 of the Act: 

"Commiucc"' meam the com mi nee of lnquirr appointed under Sec1ion 4 of this Decree. 

·cmmdldi,.,ril,·.-d 

3. The Council of Le11tler~ es1ahlisht'1J under Section 3 of the At:l i5 herd,~- Jisrnl\"cd .inti the 
oflices of the mi=mbers \'l!ca1ed. 

Frt•.,/,r/,-·111,11., 
4. Elections of-new memher~ of 1he Council 5hall be hdd at a dale 10 be decided h the 

Minis1cr. · 

Al'f'<>illlmf'//1 r!f a Crmr,,,ir,er nf hiquiry 
S.-(1} A commiuee or inquiry 10 investi~ale the affairs or 1he Council sh111J he appointcJ 

hy !he Minisler. 

(2) The commillt•e shllll consist of not less 1han two hut not more 1h11n three members one or 
whom shall be nominated by 1he Minislcr as chairman. 

(J) Fort he purpose of n1rryingou1 its f Unt'.liom umlcr this Sec1ion.1he committee shall have 1he 
same J)0\\'CTS anJ 1:1u1hori1y to summon wilnesses and 1oad111i1 aml receive evidence as are conrerrcd 
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upon 1hc rnmmb.siomfrs or ii Cummissitm ofl m,1uiry h~ Set:tiun 9 or the Commh,sinns t1rlnquiry Acl 
;1nJ 1hc prm isinns urScctions 14 anti 17 ofthitt Acl shall upply mulHlis mut:rntlis in rch11ion~ tu the 
pll\lt:rs Hnli uuthuri1, vested in the com mince ur inquiry under I his i.uhsectiun. 

·141 Al 1hc cundusinn oflhe inquir\ lhecommillcci,;hHII suhmit a written rcporl ofils lindin11s lo 
the Minbtcr. 

lm,ri,11 ,i.lmi11i,;,,-,11i,m 
6.-( 11 The Minisler i,hall until a nc\, Council ii- ekc1eL1 under Section 4. r1rpoint l~o or mon: 

pcr~ons 10 he aHJministnilon; or1he D1rnah~!111ff1tirs under the Act for such rt:riod as 1he Minister 
m.i~~ con!titler,necesirnry, · · 

(21 The persons 11ppoin1ed as 11dministratou under subsection (I) shHII he t.h:~met.l lo hi: lhe 
council um..ler !he Act and sh11ll. suhjecl lo any !!'t:nl!ral or spedl41 Jirec1ions is$11t:d hy )he Minister 
hit,•c. pcrrom1 am.J dischar!!'e 1111 the ri@hls. privileies. puwer~. duties and func1iuns ,•efh:d in or cun­
rcrreJ or impui,ed on thc Council. !he Chai mum and 1rny officcroflhe Council hy the Act or unr writ•. 
\en h1w, 

l'rt,tn.1io11 (nm, lit1hill11• 
i, No 11c1 or thin!!- ,Jone hy the a<lminis1rn1ol'Sorhy anYomccr actinl! un<ler 1hdriluthori1y shall, 

if lhe c1cl was done honu Iii.le for the purpose~ 'orcarryin1 out the provisions or this Decree. subject 
them personally to any liahilily. claim or Jem1mLI wha1soever. 

Ma tic this 2Nh d11)· or February 1992. 

PENA IA K. GANI LAU 
President of the Soverei11-n Demm:rittic Republic 

of Fiji an<l Commitnde,-in-Chier of 1he Armed Forces 
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