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ACT NO. 24 OF 1994 

I assent. 

[L.S.J K. K. T. MARA 

President 

AN ACT 
[22 December, 1994] 

T0,-
(1) ESTABLISH A NATIONAL FIRE AUTHORITY; 
(2) PROVIDE FOR THE AUTHORITY'S ADMINISTRATION AND MAN­

AGEMENT; 
(3) ESTABLISH VOLUNTEER FIRE BRIGADES; AND 
(4) PROVIDE FOR THE AUTHORITY"S FUNDING AND RELATED MAT· 

TERS. 

ENACTED by the Parliament or Fiji-

PART I-PRELIMINARY 

Sho11 titlf! nnd co111111encemmt 

1.- ( I) This Acl may be ciled as !he National Fire Service Acl. 1994. 

(2) 111is Act shall enler into force on a date appointed by the Minister and published 
in the Fiji Republic Gazette. 

lnluprdntirm 
2. In this Act, unless Lhc context otherwise rcquircs-

"Authority" means the Nalional Fire Aulhority cslablishcd by subsection (I) or 
Scclion 4 or 1his Ac1; 

.. 
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"Chief Fire Officer" means a Chief Fire Officer appoinled by the Authority under 
subsection(l)ofSection 15 of this Act; and "Deputy Chief Fire Officer" means 
a Deputy Chief Fire Officer so appointed; 

"Fire Brigade" or "brigade" means a group of persons organised and trained for the 
suppression and extinction of fires and responsible to a District Fire Officer for 
discipline and duties, and includes a volunteer fire brigade established under 
subseclion ( I) of Section 24 of this Act but docs nol include an industrial fire 
brigade; 

"Fire District" means an"y area or district consli1u1ed as a fire dist.rh:t under 
paragraph (a) of Section 11 of this Acl; 

"Fund" means the fund belonging to and administered by the Authority under this 
Act; 

"innammable matter" includes all substances capable of ignition or combustion by 
the application of heat or by means of sparks or name or spontaneous causes; 

"I nsurancc company" means any company, partnership, corporation or association 
or undcrwriler or persons carrying on the business of-

(a} undertaking liability by way of insurance (including reinsurance) In 
respectoflives,or loss or damage, including liahilily to pay damages 
orcompcnsationcontingcnl upon the happening of a spcci0ed event; 

(b} issuing other classes or insurance business, contracts or insurance 
against loss by or incidenuil 10 lire or other occurrance customarily 
included among the risks insured againsl the policies or lire Insur­
ance; 

( c) recel vi ng premiums in respect or such policies of insurance on bchal r 
ofor for transmission to any corporate body, company, partnership, 
association, underwriter or person oulsidc or Fiji. 

"Minister" means the Minister responsible for Urban Development: 
"owner" in relation to any property, includes the person who for the time being is 

entilled to the renl thereof, or who would be cntillcd if the same were let at a 
rent whether as a benelicial owner, trustee, execulor, mortgagee in possession 
or as agent or attorney for any other person or otherwh;e: 

"permanent" in relation to any ofliccr or fireman, mcnns a person employed on a 
full time basis; 

"policy of insurance" includes every certilicate or declaration as 10 the existence 
of, and any agreement for, any insurance or reinsurance, and instrument or 
wriling whereby any contracl of insurance or reinsurance is made or agreed 10 
be made or is evidenced: 

"superior lire brigade officer" mcans-
(a) in relation to any members of a permanent lire brigade present al a lire 

or al a place in respect of which an alarm of nrc has been received, 
the ofl1ccr or lireman for 1he time being in charge of those members; 

~-- , or 
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(b) in relation to any members of a volunteer fire brigade present al a fire, 
orat a place in respect of which an alarm of fire has been received and 
at which members of a permanent lire brigade arc not present, the 
captain or volunleer fireman in charge of those members of the 
volunteer fire brigade; 

"vessel'' includes any ship, barge, punt, boat or other vessel designed to tra,·el on, 
over or under water and used for storing or carrying goods or passengers: 

"Volunteer fireman" means a person who is a mcmbei" of any fire hrigade whose 
services are rendered wilhout reward and or remuneration from the Authority. 

Application 

3.-(1) This Act shall from the date of its commencement apply lo the areas which 
prior to its commencement had been serviced by the Boaid of Fire Commissioners of Suva 
and all areas under the jurisdiction or municipal councils. 

(2) The Minisler may from time to time hy notice in the Fiji Republic Ga:.elle, "ary 
the areas including the exlcnding of the area lo which this Act shall apply. 

(3) This Acl binds lhe Slalc. 

PART 11-ESTAIILISHMENT OF NATIONAL FIRE AUTHORITY 

Nmio11af Ffrt ,\111/1atiry 

4,---(1) There is hereby established an Authority to be known as the National Fire 
Authority hereinafter referred to as '"the Authority"'. 

(2) The Authority shall he a body corporate having perpetual succession and a 
common seal with power to purchase, hold, transfer, and lease properly, real and penmnal, 
to sue and be sued ii:1 any Court. and 10 do and suffer all Olhcr acts and things which a body 
corporale may lawfolly do and suffer. 

(3) There shall be seven members of the Authorily and they shall hold office for a term 
not exceeding three years or such shorter term as the Minislcr may determine and the 
members shall be eligible for re-appointmcnl. 

(4) The Chairman or, in his absence, the Deputy Chairman shall preside at all meetings 
\. orn,e Aulhorily. 

(5) If both the Chairman and Deputy Chairman arc abscnl from any meeting of the 
Authority, U1c members present al such meeting shall elect one of their members to act as 
Chairman at such meeting. 

(6) The decisions of the Authority shall be by a majority of voles and, in addition to 
an original vote, in any case in which the voling is equal. the person presiding at the 
meeting shall have and exercise a casting vote. 

(7) Four members of !he Authority shall form a quorum. 

(8) In exercise of its functions the Authorily shall be subject in all respects to the 
policy directives of the Minislcr. 

·• 
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Dirq11ntijica1ion/or 111t11Wtnliip of Amlioriry 
s. A person shall be disqualified from membership or the AutJ1ority i(-

(a) he is a member of either House or Parliament~ 
(b) in Fiji or elsewhere-

(1) he has been adjudged bankrupt or has made a composition with his 
creditors; 

(ii) he has been corlvicted or a felony; 
(c) he is adjudged or otherwise declar~d to be of unsound mind or is permanently 

incapacitalcd from performing his duties. 

Frtq11tncyof mutings and powtr to co-11pl 
6.-( I) The authority shall meet at least once every month. 

(2) The ofrice of a member or I.he Authority shall become vacant if he is absent from 
3 consecutive meetings of the Authority without 1he wrillen approval of the Minister, 

(3) The Authority may co•opt any person to auend any particular meeting of the 
Aull10rity for lhe purposes of assisting or advising the Authority but no such person shall 
ha,·c the riglll to vote nor shall he be deemed to be a_ member for lhe purpose of constiluting 
a quorum. 

Fus nnd nllnwanus 
7. There shall be paid to each member or ll1c Authority ou1 of its fund such fees and 

allowances as the Minister may delermine. 

Disclosure nf in1~1~sts 
8.-(1) If any member is present at a meeting of the Authority al which a mauer is 

considered in which he has, directly or indirectly any financial or other interest, he shall, 
as soon as practicable after the commencement of the meeting, disclose that fact and he 
shall take no further part in the consideration of that matter or vote on any question with 
respect to that mailer and, if the majority of the other members present shall so decide, he 
shall withdraw from the meeting during such consideration: 

Provided 1hat such an inleresl, if so disclosed, shall not disqualify lhe intcresled 
member for the purpose of cons1iluting a quorum. 

(2) Any member of the Au1hority who fails to comply wilh the provisions of thls 
Section shall be guillyofan offrnr:c rimt o:;h:JII Ii<" li,1hlc, on c011vir.lion, 10 n fine of not less 
than $ I 000.00 or to a 1crm of imprisonment of nol exceeding 12 months or to boll1 such 
fine and imprisonment. 

Prou,fm•f! (If meetings 
9. Subject to the provisions of this Act. the Authority shall have power 10 rcgula1e 

its own procedure at its meetings. 

Vrsting of omm ond fiaf,iliti~s in li11t/io,-it~• 
10. On the date of commencement of this Act. all real and personal propcr1Y or every 

fire brigade vested in the Board of Fire Commissioners of Suva and all the municipal 

• 
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Councils shall vest in the Authority without conveyance or assignment, subject to all 
charges, encumberances, contracts. engagements, debts, liabilities. and powers of the 
Board of Fire Commissioners of Suva ~md the municipal Councils 

D111ir.1 of A111hority 
II. The duties or lhe Authority shall be to-

(a) .establish Fire Districts in (he areas to wh-ich this Acl applies and ensure that 
every District Fire Officer conforms wilh this Act and maintains an efficient 
nre service having regard to the life and properly which he is under an 
obligation to prolccl'and lo the financial capacity of the district; 

(b) coordinate 1he units or'lire services for purposes of lire proteclion, reinforce­
ment at serious lire or other emergencies; 

(c) encourage, supervise or carryout fire prevention activities and also experiment 
or research work with respect to lire service methods, equipment, organisation, 
or coordination with other services; 

(d) establish courses of training and generally direct the training c,f membcrs of the 
Ore services; 

(t.) provide for the inspection and training of brigades. and for such degree of 
standardisation of plant, equipment. and training as it considers necessary for 
cOmbined operations; 

(fl classify and if necessary re~classify districts for 1he purposes of this Act; 
(g) classify posilions in the fire service of pcrm:menl ofrir.:crs and to provide 

facilities for the prc,motion of those omcers; 
(h) provide reserves or plant and equipment for cn,ergcncics. and provide for their 

storage, maintenance and distribution; 
(i) take all practical slcps forprevenling and extinguishing fires and protecting and 

saving life and properly in the case of fire in any area to which this Act applies: 
(j) publish reports. information and advice on fire service ma11ers; 
(k) inspect in relation to fire safely premises whether public or olherwise; 
(I) undertake rescue opcralion in motor vehicle or induslrial accidcnls; 
(m) arrange for oblaining, by inspection or otherwise. information required for lire 

0ghting purposes with respect to the characlcr of lhe building and olhcr 
properly in the Fire District and in any area in which the Au1hori1y is under an 
ob1igation to protect, the available water supplies. !he means of access 1herc10. 
and olher nrnlerial rircumslnnccs: 

(11) serve as an agent for fire fighting equipment; 
(o) provide consultancy services on fire lighting and fire fighting equipments; and 
(JJ) perform such other duties as the Minis1cr may from time 10 1ime direct. 

Poll'rrs of A 11/lmriry 

12.-{1) for the purposes of carrying out 1hc provisions of this Act. lhe Authority may -
(n) establish and maintain permanenl Ore brigades. and authorise lhe constitution 

of vohmtccr fire brigades, and suspend or cancel any such authorisation: 
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(b) provide suitable premises and requisite Ore engi'ncs, ladders; plant, tools, 
implements. uniforms and other equipmenl for fire brigades; 

(cl make paymcnlS for special services rendered to the Authority or any fire brigade; 
(d) enlcr inlo any contract or agreement pursuant 10 the exercise of its functions: 
(e} through its servants, officers and agents enter into any land, building or vessel 

where any fire has occurred, and retain possession thereof and of any property 
therein for any rcasonaJJle time or until an inquiry has been held on lhe fire; 

(fJ permit any member of a fire brigade with engines and appliances to go beyond 
the limits of any area to which this Act applies, for the purpose of extinguishing 
any lire and in such case, the provisions of this Act shall appJy 10 such fire and 
10 anything done !hereat; 

(g) demand and receive any charge prescribe.cl for atlcnding any fire outside any such.area 
or on any vessel and any olhc:r expenses thereby actually incurred. 

(2) 1l1e Authority is, to the extent thal It is not or has not been authorised by or under 
this or any other Acl 10 do so. authorised and deemed to have been authorised-

(a) to protect persons from injury or death and properly from damage, whether or 
not those persons arc. or the property is. within a llre district or endangered by 
llrc; 

(b) to cn1cr into any land or building for the purposes or inspecting the same as 10 
lire and lire related hazards whether or not such land or property is within the 
lire districl; and 

(c) subject 10 subsection (3) or1his Seclion to engage ln-

(i) ploughing, burning. clearing or otherwise establishing or maintaining 
firebreaks on any land; or 

(ii) 1he removal, burning or destruction of any innammahle matter or other 
materials on any land where lhe Authorily is salislied that lhc removal, 
burning or destruction is necessary for the prevention of the outbreak, 
spread, or cxlcnsion of a hush fire or other lire whether or nol that land 
is wilhin the fire district 

(3) The Authority is not authorised to execute the power conferred by paragraph (c) 
of subsection (2) or this Section in respect of any land unless-

(aJ it is for the purpose or conlrolling or extinguishing a lire or protecting persons 
endangered by fire from injury or death or properly endangered by fire from 
dam:igc: or 

(b} with the permission of 1he person apparently in occupation of the 1:md. 

PART Ill-ADMINISTRATION 

Chief faec11lfrt' 

13.-( I) There shall be aChiefExecmive orthc Authoritywhn sh:,11 be appolnlcd by 
the Minister. 
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(2) l11e Chief Executive shal1 devole the whole of his services to the• Authority and 
shall not occupyanyolherorlice of employment, whether remunerated or not.except with 
the approval of the Authority and the Minister. 

(3) TI1e Chief Executive shall be paid such salary and other bcnclits as is from time 
to time determined by the Higher Salaries Commission. 

Powtl':f (Jf Chief E:rtCfllfre 

14. The Chier Executive shall-
( a) be responsible for the overall management of the Authority and the execution 

or its policy; 
(b) subject to the provisions of this Act and any rcsolu1ion passed at a meeting of 

the Authorily, do aJI things necessary or convenient to be done in connection 
with, or incidental to, the performance of his duties under this Acl or any other 
wrinen law; 

(c) enter into contracts on bchalr of the Authority, in any ca!-c of emergency. direct 
the execution of any work or the doing of any act which the Authority is 
empowered to execu1c or do and which he is nol by the provisions of this Act 
expressly empowered toexecu1cor do the immediate execu1ion or doing which 
is. in his opinion, necessary ror the proteclion of life and propcliy and the 
cxtinc1ion of any lire or for preventing the spreading thereof: Provided that he 
shall report anything done under this subparagraph to the Authority. 

Ofjict!I~ (11111 s,nff 
1S.-(1) Subject 10 the provisions of the Higher Salaries Commission Act. tJ1e 

Authority shall appoint a Chief Fire Officer, a Secretary and such other officers and staff 
as may be necessary for the eflicicnt carrying out of the funcl.ion5 of the Authorily. 

(2) No person shall be eligible for employment as an officer or staff of the Authority 
who has directly, any share or interest in any contract with. for. or on behalf of the 
Authority. 

(3) Any ofliceror srnff oflhe Authorily who has or acquires any such share or interest 
shall be liable to dismissal. 

P1"0ll'c,ion/Mm 11rr.1onol fi(l/iili1y 
16.-(1) No matter or thing done and no contract orriny kind 

entered into by lhe Atllhority and no matter or thing done by any member or the Authority 
or any oflicer or staff thereof shall. if the matter or thing was done or the conlract entered 
bona fide, for the purpose of this Act, subject any such member. officer or staff person.illy 
to any action, liablity or claim or demand whatsoever in respect thereof. 

(2) Any expem;c incurred by the Authority or any member. oflicer or staff in terms 
of lhis Section shall be borne by and repaid om of funds of !he Au1hority. 

Cliirf Fire Offiw· 
17. 111c Chief Fire Officer shall act under the directive of the Aulhority and shall be 

charged with the direction or all technical mauers (including the training of all fire 
brigades) in accordance with the policies and standards laid down by 1he Authori1y. 
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Powers of Clti,f Fir, OJ]it:r,; mrd orl,e,· officer nl a jil'e 
18.-{ I) The Chief Fire Officer, or in his absence, the superior fire brigade officer 

prcscnl at a fire. shall take such measures as he thinks proper for the protection and saving 
of life and properey for the control and extinguishing of the· lir\'.'. 

(2) The Chief Fire Officer, or in his absence, the superior lire brigade officer present 
shall control and direct the operation at a fire of any fire brigade and in particular may. 

(a} cause any strecl or public place in the vicinity of a fire lo be closed to traffic 
during the con ti nuance or the fire; 

(b) without paymenl use any water nlains, pipes, and hydrants, and a11 water 
therein, or in any well, tank, or stream, and cause waler to now into or be shut 
off from any main or pipe for the purpose of exlinguishing orconlroHing a nre; 

(c) during a fire take possession or any buildings or vessels, and any property 
therein if such vessels are at or near a wharf or are so situated that a nre therein 
would endanger any stmcture or any property in a structure, and cause such 
buildings 10 be pulled down or destroyed, and cause such vessels to be removed 
or sunk so as to control. extinguish, or preven1 the spread or a lire, and may 
remove such property and retain lhe same for safe custody: 

Pro,·idcd that. whenever practicable the consent or the Harbour Master ot other 
authorityoroniccrhaving the con1rol of the removal or vessels in the port shall be obtained 
before any vessel is removed or sunk: 

(cf) al the time or the lire. or immediately therealkr, pull down or shore up any 
building damaged or rendered insecure by the fire. or which in his opinion, may 
be dangerous to life or property; and the expense or such pulling down or 
shoring up, as the case may be, shall he borne by the owner of the wall or the 
building. and shall be paid by him to the Aulhorily: 

(e) cause 10 be shut off or disconnected the supply or gas, electricity, or olher 
iHuminant lo any premises adjacent therclo: 

Pro~~cd that-
(1) no person supplying gas or elcctricily or other illuminanl lo any 

premises on tire shall be liable for any damages by reason of any 
intermp1ion of the supply threor occasioned by 1hc exercise of this 
power; 

(ii) every person supplying gas or electricity or other illuminanl to any 
premises on Ore shall rorlhwith send some compclenl person 10 shul off 
or disconnect the supply !hereof to such premises or to any premises 
adjacent therelo as and if direc1cd so to do in exercise of the foregoing 
power; and 

(fJ remove or cause to be removed any person. vehicle. or thing, lhc presence of 
whom or which at or near a lire mighl, in his opinion. interfere wilh the work 
or any lire brigade or the exercise of any of the powers or functions conferred 
upon him. 

" 
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Gtnernl pnwen o/Clrie/ Fire Officel'(mdothtrofficers 
19. l11e Chier Fire omcer or any officer aulhorised in lhat bchal r by the Authority 

may- · 
(a) inspect volunteer nre brigades and their premises and equipment, and enforce 

compliance with the by-laws made in respect or them; 
(b) by arrangement with the Authority, council, or other corporation or person 

controlling the water supply authorise the water in any mains or pipes to be used 
for the purposes or the drill or practice of any fire brigade and no charge shall 
be made for any water used in pursuance of such authority~ 

(c) at any time, enter any theatre. hall, building or place, used for the purpose of 
public entertainment or public concourse, lo ascertain whether the pro\'isions 
of any Act, regulations, or by-laws for the prevention of fire or for U1e safety 
of the public have been contravened or have not been complied with; 

(d) at any time enter any land, building, or vessel for the purpose of ascertaining 
whether the provisions of any Act, regulations, or by-laws relating to the 
storage or keeping of explosives. or of kerosene or any inflammable ma11er. or 
relating 10 the lighting of fires, have been contravened or have not been 
complied with; 

(e) cause to be served personally or by post on the occupier of any land or building, 
or the master, owner. or agent of any vessel on or in which any innammahlc 
maJlcror explosive is slorcd or kept contrary to any Act, regulation, or by-law. 
a notice requiring him 10 remove such malt er or explosive wi1hin a time therein 
named and if such occupier, masler. owner, or agent neglects to comply wilh 
such requirement. he shall be liable 10 a penalty not exceeding$ 100 dollars for 
every day during which such neglect continu~s: and 

en enforce 1he carrying out or the provisions of !his Ac!, regulation and by-laws 
and the directions of the Amhority in that behalf. 

Po,,·e,-s to lie recognised 
20.,-( I) The powers of !he Chief Fire Officer and any officer of !he Auihorily ac1ing 

under h_is orders, shall be recognised by all oflicers and members of the police force and 
other persons. 

(2) Ii shall be !he duly of oniccrs and members of !he police 
forc·e to support the Chief Fire orncer_ and assist him in the exercise or his powers and any 
such officer or the Authority in enforcing obedience to any orders given in pursuance or 
the Authority, this Act, regulations or the by-laws. 

(3) The preceeding subsections does not apply in respect or the protection of persons 
from injury or death, or of property from damage, where the persons are. or !he property 
is, not endang~red by fire. 

Di.tlricl Fire Offiar 
21.-(1) ln every fire district, there shall be a District Fire Ofliccr who shall be 

appoinled by the Aulhorily. 
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i·- (2) The Districl Fire Officer shall perform lhe following duties and may exercise the 
:-following powers in the case of any fire happening wi1hin his district, He,-

(a) shall upon any alarm offire proceed wilh all possible speed 10 lhe place where 
the fire has occurred and endeavour by a11 pracUcnl mr~ns to extinguish lhe fire 
and prcvcnl the spreading thereof, and lo save lives and property in danger: 

(b) shall control and direct all brigades for which he is responsible. and all persons 
who arc there to place their services at his disposal; 

{c) may enter and, if necessary, break into any buildings on fire, or any building 
or premises. or any building or premises adjacent thereto; 

(d) may remove from any such building or premise!;, withoul rcsponsibilily for any 
cori~equent loss or damage, any inflamn1abJc, explosive, or dangerous material 
found therein; 

(e) may for the purpose or extinguishing or preventing the spreading or any fire, 
cause any building which is on nrc, or which is adjacent 10 or in the vicinity or 
any buildings on fire, 10 be pulled down wholly or partially, or otherwise 
destroyed or damaged; 

(/J may cause water to be shul off from or (urned in to any main pipe in order to 
obtain a greater pressure and supply or waler ror the purpose or extinguishing 
any lire: 

(g) may cause any motorway, highway, road, street, private road. right of way, or 
thoroughfare in the vicinity or any nrc 10 be closed ror traffic during 1he 
continuance or any lire and to remove any motor vehicle impeding the 
brigade's act.ivilics; 

(h) may shut off or disconnect. or order any person having lhc conlrol thereof 10 

shut off or disconnect. the supply of gas or electricity to any building which is 
on lire or which is in the vicinity of any buildings which is on fire; 

(i) may remove. by force ir necessary, any person who by his presence, or 
olhcrv.•ise howsoever, inlcrfcres with the operations of any brigade or who is. 
in his opinion. endangered by any fire~ 

(j) may. at the time of a lire or within twenty four hours thcreancr. pull down or 
shore up any building or any portion of a building which. in his opinion, has 
been so damaged by lire to he or likely to become d;;mgerous 10 lire or property, 
and the expense of any such operation shall he borne by the owner of lhe 
building, and shall he paid by him 10 the Authority: and 

(k) generally may do all olher 1hings which arc reasonably necessary for the 
protection of lire and property and 1hc extinction or any fire or for preventing 
the spreading thereof. 

{>- (3) The District Fire Officer shall. in the pcrformrmcc oflhc duties and in the exercise 
:qfthe powers given under subsection (2) of this Section, be subjc(.'t to any dircttivc or 
-_~gulation made by the Chier Fire Ofliccr. 
"j" 

t~ (4) During the absence from any nrc of the Chief Fire Officer or 1he Districl Fire 
Rfficcr. and during 1hc absence orbolh the ChierFire Ofliccr. and the Dis1ric1 Fire Orliccr 
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any otherorficer for lhe time being in charge of any brigade engaged at the fire, shall have 
all the powers and duties hcreinbefore conferred and imposed on the Disu-ict Fire Officer. 

Acct.fl 10 lmildings, ~,c. 
22.-( I) The Chief Fire Orficer or the District Fire Orficcr, of any Fire District and 

any other officer or member of a fire brigade authorised in writing by cilhcr of them. shall 
have free access to all lands and buildings (including land and building of the Slate but not 
private buildings) in that district nt such limes and undcrsuchcondilions as arc reasonable. 
having regard to any business carried on therein for the purpose of obtaining information 
required for fire lighUng purposes with respect to the character of the lniildings or or 
ascertaining whether the requirements or I.his Act and all other Acts. reg11la1ions by laws 
have been duly observed wilh respect to the land and buildings: 

Provided that the Minister may by notice to the Chier Fire Oflicer or District Fire 
Omcer for the district in which any land or bui1di"ng or the State is situated exclude the 
application of this Section to that land or buildings. 

(2) Every person who obslructs lhc Chief Fire Oniccr or District Fire Orliccr or other 
officer as aroresaidin the exercise or the powers conferred by this Section com mils an off cncc. 

PART IV-VOLUNTEER FIRE BRIGADES 

Regi.U('I' 
, 23.-(1) • The Authority sha11 establish a regislcr or volunteer fire brigades. 

(2) Where any group of persons has entered inlo a binding agreement under sub• 
section three or the next succeeding Section for the purpose of becoming a volun\ccr lire 
brigade, if the Authority is satisfied that the group is remmnablyeflicient as to organisation. 
staffing, equipment, discipline, and training to operate as a volun\ccr lire brigade to meet 
the requirelllents or the district, premises. or property which it is inlemlcd 10 protect. 1hc 
Authori1y may, on applic::ition signed by the principal ofliccr orthat group. cause its nanic 
to be entered into the register as a volmuecr fire brigade. 

(3) ln making any such registration the Authorily may impose any condilions which 
it considers necessary. but the imposition of conditions sh;1ll not affect the ,·alidily of any 
regislration for the purposes of I.his Act. 

(4) The Authorily shall not regis1er any volunteer lire brigade unless it approves, the 
terms or the agreement with the Dis1rict Fire O!fo:er and sa1islies itsclf lhat the conditions 
of service under which the hrigadcsmcn will carry 0111 their duties arc such as will ensure 
the maintenance or good conduct, discipline, and eniciency among them, and their speedy 
attendance with the necessary apparatus on the occasion or any alarm or lire. 171c said 
conditions of service shall be expressed in !he said agreement or in rnlcs and regulations 
or the brigade or in by laws or regulations which apply to lhc brigade. 

(5) The Authority, subject to the approval of the Minister. may cause the name or any 
volunteer brigade to be removed from the register if it ceases for any reason 10 function 
or to be authori!;cd to function as a volunlccr lire brigade or irit fails for two consecutive 
years to auain such reasonable standard or cflicicncy as may be determined by lhe 
Authority as proper in the circumstances or if it ceases to be a vo\un1cer Ore brigade wilhin 
lhe meaning or subsection 1wo or the next succeeding Scc1ion. 
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(6) No name shall be removed from the register until wriucn notice of the circum-
13nccs has hccn given to the offending volun1ccr fire brigade and the Authority has 

:onsid.crcd the rcprescnlalions (if any) made in thal matter. 

Vof1mtur Fil'f' Brigndn 
24.-{ 1) For 1hc purposes of Section 23 of this Acl the Aulhority nrny authorise 1he 

establishment and maintenance ?fa volunteer lire _brigade, and may cancel any such 
authorisation either generally or 1n respect of any brigade. 

(1) For the purposes of this Act a ,,oJuntccr lire brigade shall be deemed to be il group 
of persons associated by mutual consent as a brigade which-

(n) has cnlcrcd as a group but not in any case as an indi\'idual, into a binding 
agrcemcnl of sen·ice with a District Fire omcer under subsec1ion (3) of this 
Seclion; and 

(b) is registered as a Volunteer Fire Brigade under this Act. 

(3) Any District Fire Officer mny cn1cr inlo an agrcemenl of' service within any group 
of persons associated h)' mutual consent and au1horiscd 10 hcrnmc a volunteer fire brigade 
but the agrecmenl shall not have any rorcc or effe<.:I until ii is appro"ed hy lhe Authority 
and the group·is registered as a \'0lunteer lire brigade under lhis A<..'t. 

(4) The Au1hori1y may grant subsidy to any volunteer lire brigade authorised under 
this Section and may insure the memhcrs against accident. incapacity or dcmh arising out 
or and in the course of the exercise of their powers and dulies as members of the brigade, 

PART \I-PROTECTION FROM LIABILITY 

D11111t1gt> i11firt flgl11h1g 
25. Where damage to property is caused by the Chief Fire Oniccr or any officer or 

member of a lire brigade of any lire distrkl, or any other person. in the cxerdsc in good 
faith of his powers. du lies or obligations at or in connection wilh any lire or suspccled llre 
(including any lire or suspected lire occurring beyond the area in which the Dislricl Fire 
Ofliccr of that dis1rict has au1horily). 1he damage shall he deemed 10 be by fire within the 
meaning or any policy ofinsurance agains1 lire covering the damaged properly. 

Nn tic/inn n~ni1u1 ,1111/rm"ih• 

26.-( I) No artion or procecdinis shall be hrought againsl the Slate or the 
Authority or any District Fire Oflkcr or any ofnccr or slaff of any brigade or any person 
whatsoever 10 rcco\'er damages for rmy loss or dmnage or bodily injury or death which is 
due dircc1ly or indirectly to lire or to the performance in good faith for the protection of 
human life which is otherwise endangered by the performance or any service pursuanl to 
Sections 12. IR, 19, 21 and 22 of !his Act where the loss or damage or hodily injui-y or dealh 
is also due 10 or conlributed to by the Chief Fire OfliccrorofliCcr or mcmhcr of a brigade 
taking any action. or failing 10 take any action. while he is acting in good failh in 
performance of his dulics unJcr this Acl and in ancndancc .11 a lire or in performance of 
the said ser\'icc for 1hc protection ol"human life whkh is 01hcrwise cnd:rngered. 
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(2) Nolhing in the preceding subsection shall in any way affect any liabili1y of the 
Aulhorily or or any Dislricl Fire Officer under the Workmen's Compensation Act. 

(3) In any action or proceedings taken against the Authority, District Fire Officer or 
brigade, or any orlker or staff, or member or either of them, ror their failure or neglccl 10 

make, or their negligence in nlaking, adequate provision for the prevention of fire, the 
suppression and extinction of Ii res which may occur, a!1.P the protection oflifc and property 
endangered in nres, it shall be a defence lo show that the provisions made were in 
accordance with the standards approved by the Authority under this Acl :ind that the fire 
Dislricl and its omcers, staffam.l members had complied wilh all rclcv:rnt requirements 
or the Authority under Sections 11 and 12 or this Acl and with all relevant instructions 
issued by the Chier Fire Orlicer under Sec1ion 18 or this Act. 

(4) No member or the Authorilyor any District Fire Ofl'icer shall he personally liable 
for any act done or omitled by the Authority or Fire Oistricl or by any member lhcreor in 
good faith in pursuance or i111cndcd pursuance or the powers and du lies of the Amhori1y. 

PART YI -FINANCIAL PROVISIONS 

f;.1·1i1t1nlt' nf 11111111nl npendilurr 
27.-( I) 1l1e Aulhorily shall, on or before lhc 30th day of September in lhc year one 

thousand nine hundred and ninety five and in each year thcrcaltcr. Sllbmil to 1hc Minister 
ror his approval, in such form as he may require, an c~Umntc of its probable expenditure 
for the year commencing on 1he nrsl day of January in lhat year. 

(2) The estimate or the Authori1y i:;hall include any i1cm which a Distric1 Fire Ofliccr 
may include in his annual estimate. and may also include amoums lo he expended for all 
or any of the following purposcs-

(aJ the payment of recs and allowances to members of the Authori1y; 
(b) the payment or premiums on policies of accident insurance issued by any 

insurance company in respect or members or the Authorily while cng;,gcd in 
or travelling on the business or the Authority and of officers and sen·anls 
employed by the Authorily and members of any volunteer fire brigade 
rcgi.c;tcrcd under Section D of lhis Act; 

(c} the payme111 ofadminislrati\"C cos1s incurred in \he administration of this Acl: 
(;,I) the purchase and mainlcnancc or p1anl and cquipmcn\ for use al the discrclion 

or the Authority: 
(e} the establishment or reserves to provide for the replacement of pl.mt and 

equipment: 
(f) the paymenl of subsidy to a ,·olu111ecr Ore brigade: 
(g) the paymcnl or any cosl incurred in !he excrci~e of any power or performance 

or any duties or lhc Authori1y. 

(:\) The Minister may, ifhc thinks ii necessary so to do. require the Au1hori1y 10 amend 
the cslimate, and no ~stimate shall hU\"C any rorce or effect unlil approved by the Minister. 
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Aul1ranct loji,-t rlist1"ic1s 
28. 1l1c Au1hori1y may. expend moneys for the purpose of supplying buildings, plant 

t- ·nd equipment whi~h in Lhe opinion of 1he Alllho~ity_ are _necessary for the erncien1 
~-~pcra1ions of any brigade under the control of the D1s1nc1 Fm:- ornccr. 

ln.mmnu Ct111111,mies' cm1fl'ib11rin11 
29.-(1) The Minis1cr may from time 10 lime, aflcr consullation with the Comrnis­

\_sioncr of l.n~urance and o~hcr pcrso~ or pcrs~n.s he deems appropriate., make_ in such form 
: and conrnmrng such dctmls (mcludmg prov1s10n for lhc payment of rntcrcsl) as he may 
~:determine, a lc\'y order imposing a le\'y on any insurance policy or class or insurance 
'. palicy writrcn in Fiji, and !he amounl payable under such levy order shall be paid to the 

· authority al the time and manner specified in such levy order: 

,. Pro\'idcd 1hat a le\'y order may make diffcrcnl provisions in relation to different 
;:.,1asses of insurance policies. 

_ (2) The Minister may from time 101ime. after consultaiion with the Commissioner of 
f Insurance and other person or persons hcdce1)lS approprialc. revoke or amend a levy order. 

;_- (3) The Minister may appoinl authorised officers to collect the amount payable under 
_ } a tcvy order which amount shall be deemed to be a simple contract debt due froin an 

'--· insurance company and shall be rccovcrnhlc accordingly by the Authorily in ;;my Courl of 
t_,ompctcnl jurisdic1ion. 

t (4) Proceedings under subsection (3) oflhis Section nmy be instituted by the Chief 
;·_. Excculive or any staff or .1gen1 of the authority designated by !he Authority in writing for 
'.- that purpose. and 1he Chief Executive or any such s1aff or agent may conduct proceedings 

whether or no1 he was 1he person inslilllling 1hcm. 

, (5) Any insurance company which fnils 10 pay 10 the Authority the nmounl payable 
under a Jcyy order at 1he time and manner speci lied therein !iihall he guilty or an offence. 

I.RI"\' on 1rnll"rmet1•1".J 

_ 30,-( I) In order to raise any aii1ou111 required 10 he con1rihu1ed by it 10wards the 
annual expenditure of the Authori1y, the Minis1er in consultation with the Authority may 

· make and IC\')' for thal purpo:r;e a rate on each waler meter from !he mi.•ner or occupier of 
any premises wilhin any lire districl: 

Provided that the owner of any property which is already undc-r an insurance policy 
, lc\'y may apply to 1he Aulhorily for excmp1ion from any levy made under this Section. 

- (2) The Authorily may appoint au1horiscd person or persons to collect the amount 
payable under a levy order. 

, (3) The amount payable under a levy order shall he deemed 10 he a simple contract 
dcb1 du·c from the owner or occupier or any premises ::md shall be recoverable by the 

_ Aulhorily in any Court or competent jurisdiction. 

(4) Any owner or occupier of premises who rails to pay In the Authority 1he amount 
:_·-payable under a lc"Y order a1 the 1imc and manner :c.pccilicd 1herein shall he guilty or an 

.. ;-, offence. · 
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Stme'.1 contrilmtirm 

31.-(1) Each year in the month of hmuary lhe Stale shall provide the Authority wilh 
a return for each fire district showing the insurable value on lhcir propcnics by class of 
insurance as may be lixcd by regulations made hereto and shall pay to the Aulhority 
contributions ns hcrcim1rter pro\'idcd, based on the percentage r;.1lc ror each such class or 
insurance: 

Provided that the State slmll make to the Authority a minimum contribution in the sum 
of 25% of I.he Authority's annual budget. 

(2) 111c amount of such contribution shall be paid by the State 10 1hc Authorily in 
quarterly instalmcms on the I st day of March, June. September and December in each 
year. 

ludii'i,lnn/ cmmibnlion 
32.-( 1) Every person or corporation who places his insurance outside lhc Republic 

of Fiji whether by himselr or through an agent. shall on demand pay a contribution to the 
Authorily based on the class of such insurance and the percentage rate applicable \hcrL"to 
as may be prescribed by the J\·1inistcr. 

(2) 111e omce oflhe Commissioner or Insurance shall provide the Alllhority with a 
return of all such insurances placedou1sidc the Republic <1rriji as and when they arc placed 
or renewed. -

(3) If a demand under suhsec1ion (I) of this Section is made and payment is not made 
wilhin thirty days the person or corponuion to whom 1hc demand was made shall he guilty 
of an offence. 

Mmfi, r,f p11ymenl 
33.-( I) Exccpl where otherwise provided payments of rnntrihutions to lhe Au­

thority shall be made on a monthly basis before the expiration or twenty-one days from 1hc 
commencement of the month. 

(2) lf any inslalmcnt payable by an insurance company is not p:1id wilhin the period 
prescribed or lixcd lhccompany shall be liahle to a mnndi.llory penally in the sum of $1000 
and a rurthcr penalty at the rate of $100 per day for each day in excess or Ii fly-one days 
thai such insurance company is in default or lhc paymcnl. 

Tempm·mJJimmci11! ,w,,mgnn,•111.1 
34. NotwilhslamJing any law to the contrary. the Amhority may incur expcndilure 

and borrow moneys from it.Ii bankers by way or overdraft for such purposes. in such 
amounts. and on such condilions, as 1hc !\·1inistcr may from time to time authorise. 

fJr>ITflll'i11g f)Oll'Cl'l 

35. Where the Authority rcquircs·moncy ror the pmposes or capila\ expenditure on 
research and experimenl, or on buildings. plnnt. and equipment required for training of 
members of the lire service. or on reserve equipment for emergencies.or for other purposes 
authorised by this Act. or \\·here 1hc Authority requires moneys for lhc purpose of 
acquiring land or of erecting buildings. m ror purchasing plant or appli~,nccs for the 
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e uipmcnt of any lire brigade. or of paying off any moneys lawfully borrowed by ii, the 
Atthori1y instead or computing the moneys so required as part of its annual expenditure, 
1113y wilh the appro\·al or the Minister iril thinks lit, raise moneys by way ofloan, either 
b)' 1ssuc or debentures or in such manner as it thinks lit 

/n,·utmt11t of Fllnd 
36. 1l1e Authorit-y may invest moneys it receives in the following, manner: 

(a) in Fiji Government securities, or 
(b) on deposit in any bank lawrullycarrying on the business of banking in Fiji, or 
(c) in any other securities that may from time to lime be approved by the Minister. 

Acco11n1s and a11dit 
(- -,. The Authority shall keep accounts or its transac1ions 10 the satisfaction of the 

fvh,u.,ter and such accounts shall be audited annually by tJ1e Audilor-General, or by such 
other person as he shall authorise. 

Slnttmtnls of acco1m1s nnd Ann11al R,.pm1 
38.-( I) As soon as practicable after the end or each financial year, but not later than 

31s1 March or such later date as the Minis1cr may approve. the Authority shall submit to 
the Minis1er -

(a) a copy or its stalemcnt or accounts; 
(b) a copy of 1he repon made thereon or on the accounts or the Authori1y; 
(c) a report containing delails or the activities of the ::mthori1y during that year. 

(2) 111e Minister shall cause copies oflhe accounts nnd reports 10 be printed and laid 
before Parliament as soon as practicable thereafter. 

PART VII- MISCELLANEOUS 

Snfragt cm7u 
39. It shall nol he lawful for any person 10 constitute or maintain a salvage corps or 

afire brigade for the purposes orsalv.igc orpropertyat lircsoror extinguishing fires within 
any area to which this Acl applies. 

Canc,aling fir" 11l11g m· ll_wll1mt 
40.-( I) Any person who wilfully covers up, encloses or conceals any fire plug or 

h),1 t so as to render its position difficult 10 asccriain, or who ohlilcrates or removes any 
mil. .. , sign. or letter used for the _purpose of indicating the posilion or or distinguishing any 
fire plug or hydrant, shall be Halli~ to a line not exceeding$ IO00 or to imprisonment for 
a period not exceeding 6 months. 

(2) The At.llhorily shall he consulled on the inslallation of fire hydrants in new 
residential and other subdivisions within n lire district. 

l11j11i-ing /mil.ling. (ll'Jllirmcf.'.f. etc. 
41. Any person who wilfully injures or destroys any building. engine. hose. ladder, 

or other thing. or any uniforms belonging to lhe Authority or 10 any lire brigade.or tampers 
with any fire alarm or signalling apparatus for gi\'ing notice or lire shall for a lirst offence 

• • 
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be Hable 10 a pcnalt}' not exceeding $500 or to imprisonment for a term nol cxceclling 6 
months or lo both such fine and imprisonment and for any subscqucnl offence 10 
imprisonment for a lcrm not exceeding one year. 

0/ff'nu lo gfrt: foist. ofm111 

42. Every person who interferes with any fire alarm without lawful juslificaiion or 
wilfully gives or causes to be given, or attempts to give or cause to be given to any fire 
brigade or volunteer Ore brigade any false alarm of fire commits an offence, and shall be 
liable on conviction to a line not exceeding $500 dollars or to imprisonment for a period 
not exceeding 6 months or to both such fine and imprisonment. 

Of[tncr to l"rsist members ofhrigode 
, 43. Every person commits an offence against this Act, and shall be liable on 

( - ·onviclion to a fine not exceeding $500 dollars or 10 imprisonment for a period not 
exceeding 6 months, who• 

(a} acts in contravention or fails to comply in any respect with any provision of this 
Act or any order, direclion. requiremenl, condilion. or restriction given or 
imposed by or pursuant to this Act: 

(b} resists, ohstrucls, hinders. or dercives the Chier Fire Oflicer or any ofliccr or 
member or any brigade. or any other person in the exercise, or attempted 
exercise, or any power or the pcrrormance or a11cmp1ed performance. of any 
runction or duly conrcrrcd or imposed by or under this Act. 

801111/idt t.\·t1-ciu fJf J)fJll'tn prnlected 
44. The Au1hori1y. the Chier Fire Officer, an officer ur servant or !he Authority 

(including any member of a fire brigade). exercising ::my powers conferred by or under this 
or any other Act. shall not be liable for any damage or injury caused in the bona fide 
exercise of such powers. 

necm·e,,• of mrmie:s 
45. Any monies payable under this ACt, regula!ions or the by-laws. to the Authority 

(no( being pcnallies) may be recovered at the suit of the Aulhority in any court of 
compelen( jurisdic1ion. 

l1ifl1nm1/io11 gi1·('11 I,_,, ,m·n,•r 
46.-(1) The owner or a house or building where a fire oc::curs shall. on 

being requested so lo do by any member or the Authority, (Jr by the Chief Fire 
(_ Hicer or any officer of lhc Au1hority, inform such member or officer whclher 

-. .-och house or building is insured or not. and at the like request shall furnish such 
oflicer or member wi1h rull par1iculars or the insurance or any) thereon. 
including the names of the companies wilh which the insurance is erfcctcd . .ind 
the amount of such insuranre. 

(2) The O\\'nerorany person·a1 property which may be in .iny house or building. oron 
any prcml!.es where a lire occurs, shall on being requested so todo by any member of the 
Authority or by lhe Chief Fire Oflkeror any officer of the Aulhority. inform such member 
or ofliccr whether such personal property is insured or not. and ~11 lhe lik~ request shall 
rurnish such officer or member ,vilh rull particulars or the inc:manl·e (ii any) thereon 
including lhe names of lhe Companies with which the insur,mce is effcclcd. and Lhc 
amounl of such insurance. 

• • 
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(3) Any person who re ruses 10 comply with any such request as aforesaid, or wilfully 
gives any false information, or who wilrully gives any incorrect paniculars with regard 10 
such insurance as aforesaid, shall. on conviction be liable lo a-penalty not exceeding $500 
or to a lerm ofimprisonmcnl not exceeding 6 months or lo both such line and imprison• 
ment. 

Pt!nt1lrits 
47. Any person who com mils an offence under this Act shall unless a penalty 

is prescribed for such an ofrcnce be liable on conviclion to a line not exceeding 
$500 or to imprisonment for a period not exceeding 6 months or to both such rine 
and imprisonment. 

Rt<g11forions 
48. The Mfoistcr may make regulations not inconsis1e11t wilh lhis Act for and with 

respect to- · 
= (a} the form or return to be made by insurance companies; 

(b) the rates and the cla.Ciscs of insurance business on which the levy is 10 be imposed; 
(c) prescribing all m:mcrs which by this Act urc required or permillcd to he 

prescribed or which arc necessary or convenient to be prescribed for carrying 
oul or giving effect to this Act. 

S,wn Fi,~ lirignde Act l"t'penJ,.,d 
49. The Suva Fire Brigade Acl (Chapter 129) is repealed. 

Passed by the House or Rcprc~cn1ai1ves !his Fiflh day orOctoher, in !he year or our Lord One 
lhousand, Nine hundred and Nincly-Four. 

Passed by lhc Sen.lie 1his Twcn1y-Six1h day of October, in 1he year or our Lord One thousand, 
Nine hundred and ninety-Four. 

Scnalc Amendmcnt.i. passed by lhc House or Rcprci-ent:,ti\'cS on lhe Firlh day of Dcccmhcr in 
the year of our Lord One thousnnd. Nine hundred ;md NinCI)' Four. 


