[LEGAL NoTiCE NO. 22) .
’ MARINE ACT 1986
(ACT NO. 35 OF 1986)

THE MARINE {MEDICAL EXAMINATION OF SEAFARERS)
REGULATIONS. 1989
TN exercise of the powers conlerred upon me hy section 143 of the Marine Act
1986, T have made the lollowing Regulations—

Short title

I. These Regulations may he cited as the Marine (Medical Examination ol

Seafarcrs) Regulations, 1989,

. Interpreration
2. In these regulations—

“centificate of medicat fitness” means a cettificate issued under regulation 4
and includes a certificate recognised as equivalent to a certilicate of
medical Riness under regulation 7. - y-

“seafarer” means a master. officer, or scaman who s required by any regula-
tion or rule made under the Act 1o hold or praduce a certificate ol med;-
cal fiiness issued under these regulations for the purpose of—

{a) obtaining or rencwing a centificale qf competency or service; of
(h) obtaining or renewing a sea-going lidence; or

{c) otherwise qualifying for engagement an board any ship.

Examination of seafarers for centificate of medical fitness
(1) A medicalgxamination lorthe ussue ol a certificate of medical fitness to

a sealarer must be carried out by a registered medical practitioner nominated by
the scafarer, T
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[he medical exa mination musthe sufficieni 1o enable the registered medical

crtodclcrmincwhclhcrornollhescal’arerlsllllocarryoullltccntcgnryol"
: '"t?)““‘hi‘:h the scafarer’s certilicate or licence relates, or which the scafarer

1'?‘,'5,'¢rfor|11.4 _ _ '

a1 [n determining the matters referred 1o in subregulation 2(2), the registered

aractitioner must have rcgard to—

c‘j_jlgnl(g) the matters specified in Schedule | as rendering a seafarcer unfit for
duty; . . )

(h) the vision, hearing, and speech standards required in a seafarer by -
Schedule 2; E

{c) the age of the seal’arer'; ' . _ '

(d} the nature of the duties to which the sealarer’s certificate or licence
relates, or which the seafarer is o perform;

(e} any information available on the scafarer’s past medical record or
record of performance of his or her duties.

(4) The fee for the medical examination is payable by the seafarer.

. Issue af centificate af medical fimess

. “4.—(1) 1fon the completion of a medical examination for the issue of a cerlifi-

I oate of medical fitness to a scafarer, the registered medical praclitioner is satisfied

o that—

' {a} the seafarer is not debarred from obtaining a certificate of medical fit-
ness by the provisions of Schedute | and

¢h) the scaflarersatisfies the standards lor vision, iearing, and specch pres-
cribed in Schedule 2; and

(c) Whescalarcris [itto carry out the catepory of duties lo which the sealarer’s
certificate or licence relates, or which the scafarer is to perform—

- the registered medical practitioner must complete, sign, and hand to the scalarera
- dertificate of medical fitness in the form set out in Schedule 3.

; (2) H a scafarer has a medical candition that, under Schedule 1, is not accept-

. 'able unless any need for medical supervision is met, the registered medical prac-
titioner must specify on the certificate of medical fitness the nature of any medical
supervision required by the seafarer. : '

Responsihilities of vegistered medical practitioner if not satisfied of seafarer’s fitness
5—(1} If.on the completion of a medical examination for the issve of a certifi-
7 cateof medical litness to a seafarer, the registered medical practitioner is not salis-
fied of the matters specified in paragraph (a) to (¢} of regulation 4(1), the registered
medical practitioner must refuse to issue the cerificate,

. (2) If a centificate of medical fitness is refused, the registered medical pracli-
U Aioner—

{a) must inform the seafarer of the seafarer’s right to apply for a further
examination under regulation 6; and
{b) may issue to the seafarer a report relating to—
(i) any recommended period that should elapse before the scafarer
applies for re-examination; or :
(ii) the conditions which should be lulfilled before the seafarer applics
for re-examination, including (he provision of medical or other
submissions to be provided in support of the application.
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Sevafurer gy appdy fowr further examinagion
6.—(1) If a registered medical practitioner has relused to issue a centificate of
medical litness. the seafarer may apply o i shipping officer for a further examina- ‘
tion to be conducted by a registered medical practitioner nominated by the shipping
officer on the recommendation of the Director of Marine and the shipping nlluc
must arrange (or the examination o be carricd oul,

(2) The provisions of rcgulations 3 to 5 apply to an examination conducied
under this regulation. \

(3) The fec for the medical examination is payable by the scalarer.

Foqurivalens conificarex ¥

7. Any certilicate of medical liness issed 10 a seafarer in wecardance with the ‘
provisions of the International Lahour Qrganisation Convention Number 73 of
1946 (Medical Examinations {Scafarers} Convention) or Convention Number 147
of 1976 (Merchant Shipping (Minimum Standards) Convention 19761 by an
authority empoweredin that behall by the laws of a country ather than Fiji that has |
ratified that Convention, shall be treated ;luqui\':lhnl to a certificate of medical 1it- ‘
nessissued pursuant lo these regulations during any period for which the certificiie
is expressed 10 remain in force,

Dited this third day of May 1939, ' ‘

A V. TORA |
Minister for Communications. Works and Transport ‘

SCHEDULE |

SPECIFIC CONDITIONS LIABLE TO RENDER A SEAFARER UNFIT FOR
buTy

Pulmanary tuherenlosis

1. Pulmonarytuhcrculmmmnnl acceptable unless the sealarcris assessed fit for
duly by a specialist physician,

Cardiae pacemeakers
2. The presence of a cardiac pacemaker is not acceptable,

Dinhetes
—(l) Diabetes requiring insulin therapy is not acceptable, unless the ship on
which the scafarer is to serve carrics a duly qualified medical practitioneras part of
the complement of the ship.

{2) Diabetes requiring control other than h) insufin may be acceptable pro-
vided that the need for regular medical supervision can he met: but a person who
regularly requircs any oral anti-diabetic drug shall not be a member of the deck or
engineroom depariment,




208

Epifepsy
4.—(1) Unstable epiicpsy (being diagnosed epilepsy where the most recent con-
.on has been within the previous 5 years) and recurrent attacks of complete or

~ qulsi )
sl f consciousness are not acceptable.

paﬂial loss O
(2} Ontherccom mendation of a consultant nevrologist, a seafaser may be cer-
" jified as having stable cpllcpsyll'th.cre has becn no convulsion within the previous 2
* cparswhile thesca farer has been either offall drug treatmentor taking a stable dose
of drug treatment,

Antificiel limhs
5. A person with an artificial limb may be considered fit having regard to the
nature of the prosthesis and how this will affect the proposed duties.
<

Hernia
6. The presence of a hernia {including umbitical hernia} is not acceptable.

_ SCHEDULE 2
VISION. HEARING AND SPEECH STANDARDS

Vision
1.—(1} Monocular vision is not accepiable.

(2) Candidates for examination for certificales of competency as masiers and
_mates, and applicants for sca-going licences as masters or deck officers. shall be
sight-tested in accordance with the Marine (Certificates of Conipetency and Man-
ning of Vesscls) Regulations, 1989 .

Hearing
2.—(1) A seafarer shall pass the required hearing standard il—

fa) in the opinion of the medical examiner, the seafarer passes a whisper
test: or
{h) the seafarer meets the audiometric standard set out in subclause (2),

~ (2) The audiometric standard is met if, on standard andiometry, there is no
- hecaringloss in the betler car exceeding 35 dB in more than one of the following lre-
" quencies: 500H z, 1000Hz, 1500Hz and 2000Hz.

Speech
3. A scafarer must, in the opinion of the medical examiner, be ablc to speak 1 -
- clearly and without abnormal hesitation at a norma) conversational level. i
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SCHEDULE 3
FORM OF CERTIFICATE OF MEDICAL FITNESS FOR SEAFARERS
CERTIFICATE OF MEDICAL FITNESS

This centificate is insued for the puroses of the Marine (Medical Examination of Seafuress)
Regularions, 1989,

1 certify that 1 hove examined the sealacer named below:

ADDRIESS:

who has applied for cerification in the capacity Of.........{fnsert categary].

As a resull of this examination and/ar of other medical information known to
me and having due regard for the requirements of Schedules | and 2 o the Mavine

(Medical Examination of Seafarers) Regulations, 1982 in my apinion this person's
fitness is:

GRADE [Tnsert A or B*], subject to the availahility of medical sapervision
as follows {Delete. or specily nature of any supervision required]:

{Sigrred}

{Registered Medical Practitioner)
[ Date]

{Please print or stamp medical practitiatier’s name and address here
* GRADE A— [t for Inlernational sea service in the capacity fisted.

* GRADE B—it only for home-trade service in the capacity listed,

Price: $342

LT RAVLITU. Grvernment Printer, Swea, Fiji—~198% 1RGO0 — 2,800




