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~OliCE No. 15] 
p.,r.G,\L • · 

MARINE ACT. 1986 
(ACT NO. 35 OF 198(,) . 

MARINE (CERTIFICATES 017 COMPETENCY 
(EXAMINATION PROCEDURES}) REGULATIONS. 1989 

. • of 1he ]1QWCI'~ conferred upon me hy sections 98. 99, 143, and 212 of the 
IN c~crct~t l9R6 I have made the following Rcgulations-
M,1r1ne "'- • · -

Sfrnr1 titfe 

I. The~e regulations may he citc_d as the Marine (Certilicatcs of Competency 
(Examination Procedures)) Rcgula!lons, 1989. 

0/,;,.,., 
z.-( I) Thc~c r~gul~tions may he dtcd ~s the Marine (Ccrtificntes of Com­

pctericy (Exmn111at1on 1 iocedures)) Regula11ons. 1989. 

(l) They prcscrihc, in particular, the procedures to he followed in respect 

of-
(n) entry to the exri_mination, including, in certain cases. the health require­

ments of en nd1<1atcs; 
(h) conduct duri11g the cxmni nation; nnd 
(c) the marking ol cxaminiitions. 

R<i{t.1!01itm,t M he ,.end (tt one 

3.-(1) These Regulations arc to he read as one with the Marine (Certificates of 
Competency and Manning of Vessels) (General) Regulations, 19119, and the other 
Regulations referred lo in those Regulations. 

(2) 111 panicular words and phrases defined in the Marine (CertilicatcsofCom­
pctcncy and ManningofVessels)(Gencral) Regulations, 19119 have the same mean­
ing when used i11 these Regulations. 

Date., and otfi('r d,wil.• of examirwrim, to be p11hli.,lted 
4.-(1) The Marine Board shall puhlish,orshall cause tohe published, in such 

manner and on such dates as the Board considers will best inform rnndidates, 
notices giving details of the dates, times and places when find where examinations 
leading to a qualification for a grade of certificate of competency are to he held. 

(2) A notice published in accordance with subregulation (1) shall, in addition to 
the details specified in that suhregulation, stnte-

(a) the last date on which applications forentrytoan examination will nor­
mally be accepted and details ofany provision fort he late acceptance or 
entries; and 

(b) the details,documentsand other requirements that must he supplied or 
co.mpl_ied with by a candidate on applying 10 be admitted lo an exa­
mtnahon . 

. •· · (3) A_;iotice published in accordance wilh suhrcgulation (I) shall state that a 
.· per~on will not be admitted to an examination unless he has the qualifications an 
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applicant must possess aml has complied with lhc other prerequisites llwt must be 
complied \\·ith ns prescribed ii1 lhe-

(a) Marine (Certificates of Compclcncy (Qualifications for Entry to 
Examinations) (Deck Officers)) Rcgul;uions. 1989: 

(I,) Marine (Ccrlilicntcs of Competency (Qualilkations for Entry 10 
Examinations) (Engineering Officers)) Regulation. 19~9: 

(c) Marine (Ccrlilicatcs of Competency (Required Qunlilicalions) 
(Ratings)) Rcgulations. 1989 . 

.is the cm;c may he. 

A/'l'lirorim,for ,·,m:r 1111•,11111i11r11if111 

5.-(1) An npplicalion for admissit111 to an examination lca<ling to a qtwlilica­
lion for a grade of certificate of compclcncy-

(aJ shall he made on or before the dc1te referred to in paragrnph 4(2)(oJ. 
and 

(h} shall he made to the Sccrclaryofthe Marine Board. 

(2) An applicr1tion made under suhrcgulation (I) slrnll be accompanied hy~ 

(a) in the case or a first applic,llion lor admission to an examination-a 
certilicd copy oflhe applicant's hi11h certificate: 

(h) a seaman's discharge hook.mothcrdocumcnt acccplahlc to the Mnrinc 
Board, authenticaling dclails of the applicanfs rdevanl seagoing 

'service: 
(c) any certificate 11ml may lwvc hccn issued lo the ;1pplicant certifying the 

applicnnfs s:llisf'ilctory atlcndam·c and compktion ;11 any appropria!c 
approved trnining course; 

(d) a testimonial rrom a person of a standing approved by 1hc Marine 
. Board giving dclails of the c1pplic;; nt's sobriety. experience. ability and 
conduct during the last 12 months of the applic.int's relevant se:.igoing 
service preceding the date of the application; 

(e) any certificate of compelency or ccrti ficate of satisfactory scr\'ice that 
may have been granted to the applicant; 

(0 documents necessary to prove the applicant's nationality: and 
(g) the exami1rnlion fee as prescribed in the Marine (Fees) Regulations. 

1989. 

Mrdimf rrq11iremem.~ 

6.-(1) Subject lo subregulation (7), the Mt:irine Roa rd shall not admit a can­
didale to an examination leading to a qualification for a ce11ificalc of competency 
unless it lirst satislies ilself that the candidate-

(oJ is not suffering from any inedical defect which would render him incap­
ahle of sa1isfactorily discharging the ordinary seagoing duties of a 
holder of a certificate of competency; and 

(b) is in po!-isession of a certificate of Medical Fitness issued under the 
Marine (Medical Examination of Seafarers) Regulations, 1989. 

(2) In satisfying itself for the purposes of subregulalion (1) !he Marine Boartl 
shall have particular regard to a candidate's heariTJg speech and eyesight. 

(3) The Maline Board slrnll he deemed nol lo be :rntisfied as to the slate of a can­
didate's eyesight unless the cnndidate has pasi;cd the eyesight test specified in 
the Schedule. 
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Where a candid~le pasl'ies the .eyesiglll test spcc!ficcl in th~ Schedule tl)c 
. ·(~) H ard mew consider the rci-ult of Iha! test to he val 1cl ror a pc nod not exceed• 

'M_11r1n~. ~J"rolll tile dale lhc test was taken . 
... ing·l )c,11 • __ 

· · Where during the lantern part oflhe eyesight lest specified in the Schedule n 
<5ld•ilc in respect of a certificate of competency as a deck officer mistakes the 

,.__Clli1d r~hik for 1hccolourgrccn or red or the colour green or red for the colour white 
_coJou It of the test shall be referred to the Marine Board. 
11tc rcsu 

6
) Where the result of an eyesight test is referred to lhc Mari nc lloa rd in nccorcl· 

{ 'th suhrcgulation (5) the Board shall consider the results of the lest and any 
- ~r::r'~\rc~tnslanccs the Board considers relevant aud shall decide whether the 

.:candidate-
(o) has failed the lest; 
(b) should he relested; or 
(c) has passed the test. 

(7) Where the results of a_n eyesight test has hccn referred to !he Marine Board in 
accordance with suhregulat10n (5) and-

(aJ the Board has not made a dcch:ion on the ma lier: or 
(b) the results of a retest carried out in acconlance with paragraph (6)(h) n re 

not known, 

by the lime the. rclev.1111 examination is clue lo be held lhe Marine Board shall not 
refuse, solely for that reason, to admit the candidate to the examination . 

. (8) Where a candidate is admitted lo an cxamimllion in the circumstnnccs 
referred to in suhregulation (7) and the Marine Board subsequently dcciclcs llrnt the 
t;;lndidatc failed the eyesight test, either on the original test or on any rclesl, the en n­
dicJate shall he seemed to have failed the examination. 

(9) IC during the course of an examination leading to a qua Ii lication for.i certi li­
catc· of competency, it is di:-covered that the cnndidrite is suffering from a medical 

·_ -defect of a type referred to in subregulation (I) 1he Marine Board shall not allow the 
candidate to complete the examination. 

(10) Where, in respect of an cxaminalion leading to a qualilication for a certifi­
cate of compelency, a candidate-

(a) is not ad milted to the examination hecausc he fails to satisfy the Marine 
l1oard in accordance with suhrcguhition (1); 

(I,) is deemed to have failed the examination by virtue of subregule1tion 
(8); or 

(c) is not allowed lo complete the examination hy virtue of subregula-
tion (9), 

'"• ''···'·· l1oard slrnll admil the candidate to any subsequent examination if he 
the Board that-

(d) he no longer suffers from the medical defect; or 
(e) the defect is no longer of such severity that it would render him incap­

able of satisfactorily discl~arging the ordinary seagoing duties of the 
holder of a certificale of competency, 

he othen\-ise remains qualified to he ad milled to the examination. 

i' 
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(II) Where-

(aJ a c.i ndid:1lc for an cxa minal ion ll'adi ng lo ii qu<.llilic.11in11 for ;1 grndc of 
cerlifica1c of compclcncy is ;1ln:ady 1hc l10ldcr of a ccrlilicalc of co111-
pclcncy; and 

(h) the Marine Board-
(i) is nol Hllislic<I as 10 his medic.ii condition for the purpose ofsuh­

rcgulation (I): 
(ii) foils him hy virtue of suhrcg11latio11 (8): or 

(iii) stops him from complcling an cxaminalion in accorcl;111cc wi1h 
suhrcgulalion (9). 

!he Marine Board shall submil a rcro11 on 1hc rnallcr to the Director forany a pprop­
riale ac1ion in accordance with section 100 of rhc Act. 

Co11d11ct ofwrir,c11 1•.rnmi11mi,m.f 

7.-(1) A person conducting a \~'rillcn examination leading to a quc1lification 
for a certificate of competency shall conduct the cxaminal ion in accordance with 
lhe following iules, namcly-

(aJ he shall give each en ndid,11c who hc1s been admitted lo the examination 
written notificalion of1hc pince. dale .ind time of!hc examination; 

(b) he shall not allow a cnndiclalc who arrivcs­
(i) lalc for an examination: and 

(ii) afler the examinalion p<1pcrs have hccn distributed, 
lo cnlcr for !hr examimt1ion unlc.ss he is sali.5ficd lhal !he candidate 
could not have hccn given details of the questions in the examina­
tion paper; 

(c) for the purpose of the cxamimllif.ln he shall supply all nccc.ssary­
mled paper and charl.5 
naulical !ables 
nautical almanacs 
azimuth lahlcs 
tide tables 
parallel rules 
dividers; 

{d) he shall not allow a candid.itc lo hring any unnuthorised book, paper or 
in~tn1mcnt or similar item into the examination room; 

(e) f9r the purpose1, of the examim1lion he may allow a candidate to use a 
slide rule (in which case he will make a note oflhe use of a slide rule on 
the candidalc's paper). his own drawing inslrumcnls and a non• 
programmable electronic calculalor; 

(f) after dislrihu!ing ex;iminntion papers he will allow candidates JO 
minutes to study the paper but \i,.ill not allow any candidate to write or 
do anything else in respect of the paper during this period; 

(gJ he shall not allow any unauthorised person to enler or remain in the 
examinalion room; 

(h) he shall maintain silence during !he course of the examination; 
O) he 1,hall not allow a canclidale to leave !he examination room duringtl1e 

course oftheexaminalion withoul his approval and without 1,urrender­
ing all papers lhe candidate was working on; 

(k) if during lhe course of Ilic examination he discovers a candidate-
(i) referring to an ururnlhorised book, paper, instrument or other 

similar item; 
(ii) ,opying from another candida1c's work~ 
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Ci) rriving assis1,111cc to anolher candid,11e: t,) .'icccpting assistance or infonnalion from another candidalc or 1
' communicating in any way with .:nmlhcr candidate: or 

(v} copying;my material forlhc purposcoflaldngit ouloflhccxmnina­
tion room. 

he shall expel the cnndidntc from !he cxamiirntion room: 
({) at the end of the prescribed period for thccxaminalion starting from lhc 

,end of1hc 10 minute period rcrerrcd lo in parngrnph (/) he shall slop the 
examination and collect the c:.rndidalc's work. 

, A andidalc who is expelled from thccxnmi1rn1ion room in accord;1ncc with 
(.:.) ~ (l)(kJ shall he deemed to have failed 1hc examination and will not he 

par~~;:i~~ sit for another examination leading to a qualilicalion liw a ccrti ficnlc of" 
allo 

I 
C·). without fir!'il ohtainine the npproval nflhc M,1rinc Board. 

comre en . ... 
()) Where a candidate expelled from cxa111i1rnlion room in accordance with 
. pl, (I) (k) is the holder of a cerli licntc of compelcncy. 1hc person conducting 

par,1I;ra 1 • 1· I I · I the examinalion shall sc_n<l a report 01~ I 1l'_c1rcu_mstanccs o I 1e cxpu sum tot 1c 
Director for pm!'iihle action under section IOO ol the Act 

Cm1d1"'' of oral muf ,,moinil ,·x11mi11111i,111., 

8.-(1) A pcrs011 conducling an oral or prm:tic.il examination leading lo a 
qualification for a ccr1ificalc or competency !'ihall gi\'c a canditl:llc who hns hccn 
r1dmit1ed 10 1hc examination written notification or lhc pince. dale and lime of 
the examination. 

(2) A person conducling an ornl or prnclical ex.iminalion may, in addition lo 
asking questions in respect of the suhjccls contained in lhc syllabus for that 
examinalion, ask-

(a) que!itions in respect of subjects conlaincd in the syllahuscs ror:1 ny oral 
or practical examination of a lower grade; and 

(b) questions relating lo any weakness in the candichllc's knm\'ledgc 
revealed by his answers to the wrillcn questions in tlrnt gn1dc of 
examinalion. 

(3) A person conducting an ornl or practical examinalion shall ask question 
designed 10 reveal a candidate's competency in pri1ctical aspects of the relevant 
duties of a holder• of a ce11ificate of competency. 

(4) Subject to this regulation, an oral or practical examination shall otherwise 
he conduclcd and the results assessed in such manner as the Marine Board 
directs. 

rn.tt morkJ 

9.-(1) Subject to suhregulation (3), a candidate for a wrillen examination lead­
ing to a qualification for a grade of ce11Hicnle of competency as a male shall he 
deemed not to have passed !hat cxamin'ation unless he obtains al least the percent­
age of available marks indicated against that examination in the following 
Table. 

GRADE I 
Business and Jaw 
Navigation 
Ship conslruction an<l stability 

TABLE 
% Pass 

60% 
50% 

' l 
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[nginccring and nmtrol .sy!--lcms 
N.idg;11ional ,1ids .ind instruments 
Mctcomlnt!V. currents ;111d rou1cin!.! 
[lcc1ro1cd;i,ology ... 

r;11.10E 2 
N,1dg,11ion ;111d chart-work 
Mclcnrnlol!v. cmrt•nfs and rouldll!! 
Ship cons1'ii1t.:1io11 ;111<1 slability L 

Elcclrolcchnolo!.!V 
Compasses nnd ... 1la\·i/.-;!<llior1al ;1ids 
Ship111;1s1crs' business 

(;JIADI: 3 
Nn,·il!a!ion 
Ch,11'.iwork ;111d pilo1agc 
Ship construc1ion :ind stahilily 
Ship operation 
Mclcnrolni.!v 
Principles ;.;r 1wvig.11io11 

r;//.ID/o 4 
General !;hip knnwlt'dgc 
Ch.irl\\'Ork :11HI piln1.igc 
Pn11:1ical 11:1vi!.!:ilin11 
M1..•tcorolngy ... 

(ill.WE 5 
Ch:irtwork :inti prn1..·tic11I na,·ig.ilior1 
Cicncrnl ship knowledge 

.. 

50''.;, 
60% 
50% 
.50% 

7011
/, 

50% 
(i()% 

50°1, 
6W:, 
.50% 

7()c';, 

70"1, 
6()':;, 
50% 
son;, 
<,O~:, 

(i(ln;, 

711% 
70'-'f, 
50'';, 

/()".;, 
50% 

(2) Suhjccr lo suhrcguh11ion {J) a ca 11dida1c for ;1 wrillen cxa mi n;llion leading lo 
a qualilk:11io11 for a ccrriric:<llc or compcrcncy as .111 engineering ofliccr shall be 
deemed 110110 have p:1sscd lh<1I cxo1111i,rn1ion unless he oh1,1ins al least 50'!;'. of the 
avail.ihlc mark in 1hn1 cx11111in;11io11. 

· (.1) A cantlidalc in <.1 series or wriUcn c :.,:;11ninnlions lc{Hli ng In a qwdilicalirin fo, 
;i ccrlificalc or compcrcncy shall he deemed not lo h,:1ve p;:1sscd any or those 
cxaminalions unless in mldition lo ohl;.1ining the pcrcentilgc of marks required in 
accordance wilh suhrcgulalion (I) or (2) he nlso ohtc1ins in that series ofcxm11i­
m11in11.c;-

(a) in !he cnsc of a deck ofliccr-()0'!{.: or 
(h) in lhc case ofan en1;1ineering officcr-50%. 

of 1he tnlnl m1mhcr or m;nl,;i;, ;1 s delermi ned hy the Mari nc Boa re.I. a\'ailnhle in that 
series of cxaminalions: · 

(4) A c.nndida1t: ror an oral or prnctic::d cx,imiiwtion leading to a qualific.ilio11 
for t1 grade or ccrtificalc or compelcncy slrnll he deemed not 10 have passed thnt 
cxamina lion unless he satisfies the exami ncr 1'1a1 he has a knowledge orthc suhjccls 
in res peel of which he w;i,c; !cs led aclcqualcly lo undcrt,1 kc :-ucccssfully a ml .'.af cly I he 
d111ics or a holder or a ccrlilicc11c of competency of 11ml grade. 

-1 

I 
i 
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Ac·,woCJ' (d«k officeTJ) 
xa mina1ion leading to a qualification for a certificate or compel ency 

10 In an c ' 11 b d d 11 1 . · .,. nicer a candidate sha e eemc no o Ja\'C given a correct answer 
as a clcu, o 

unJcss-(a) when makinganycalculatio!1s toohtain a n·~scl's position he worked to 
any c1ccurncy of 0.2 of a mrnule of arc and to the nearest second of 
tirne: 

(/,} any method of c~l~ulation the cancl_id~le used I? ohl,1~11 a position line 
w;:1s c;ipahlc of g1v111g an answer wnhm I nautical 11111c; 

~~ in ,my calculalion of compass errors, hearings and cou.-scs lhc can­
e didatc's answer was worked to within 0.5 of a degree: a!1d 

(d) any tidal rnlculations were worked to provide an am;werwithin 15cm of 
a precise result. 

,.f/1,tu/,iffU n{a11 (!,nmi11mim1 to l,e 1111.m·d nt mu• time 

11 -(I} Suhjcct to rciulation 12, acandidatcin a sericsorexaminations leading 
. 0· ,1,·ficalion for a certificate or competency as a deck oniccr shall he deemed 10 •"1 · · · 1 · f · · 1 1 not 10 have passed a1~y exam111~t1on 111 t mt sen~s o exam111at10n un ess 1c passes 

nil the cxmnilwtion 111 1hat scncs at 1he same tune. 

(2) Subject 10 regulation 12. a candidate in a series or examinatiom;in either Part 
A or Part Boran cxamimllion leading lo a cer1ificalcorcompelcncy as an engineer­
ine: ofliccr shall he deemed not to have passed any examination in that series of 
cx7uninations unless he passes all the examinations in that series at the same 
time. 

Si11,i:lr r.wm1i11n11011 1110.r be resrt i11 fet1ai11 cinum.trm,ce.f 

12.-(1) \Vhcrc-
(11) in a series or 4 or more examinations leading to a qualification for acer­

tificate of compclcncy as a deck officer; or 
(b) in a series of 3 or more examinations leading to a qualification for acer­

tificate or competency as an engineering Officer, 
a candidate foils in one cxaminalion orthal series the Marine Doard may allow the 
candidate to sit that one examination. 

(2) Where a candidale is permilled to resil an examination in accordance wilh 
suhreguliuion (I) the examination shall he resal wilhin a period or 15 months slart­
ing on the date of commcncemcnl or the original series or examination. 

(3) Where, in accordance with suhregulation (1), a candiclale is permitted to 
resit one of a series orexamination and passes that examination he shall be deemed 
to ha\'c passed all the examinations in thal series or examinations. 

Re·r:cummmim1 u}ter Jml11re 
13.-(1) Subject tosuhregulation (2),a person who fails an examination leading 

to a qualification for a certificr1tc or competency is entitled to he admitted to lhe next 
available examination. 

. (2) Where a person foils ina subject in Parl D orancxaminalion leading toa cer­
lt~caleorcompelency as an engineeringorricerancl the Marine Board is or the opi-
111011 that the railure arose from a serious deficiency in !he candidate's practical 
knowled_ge he shall not be entitled 10 sit for re-examination in that subject without 
the Manne Doard·s approval. 

Dated this third day of May 1989. 

A. V. TORA 
Minisler for Communications. \\forks and Trall.';;port 
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SCHEDULE 

SIC.I IT TEST 
Deck nlfo.:crs 

Reg. 6(3) 

1.-( I) The purpose nf I he sigh! lcsl i.,;; 10 rnwrc 11ml r1 candid.i 1c·s eyesight is su f· 
ficicntlygood locn.1hlc 1hcc..1ndidalc 10 pick up and corrcc1ly idcnlify the lights or a 
diSI.Jnl ·\'CSScl ill ,<;C[I. 

(2) The lest shnll comprise 11 letter lest c1nd ii l.inlcrn test taken in thal order. 

(3) A cc1nclid11lc sccldngmlmi.,;;sion lo an examination leading.lo a qualification 
for !he c.111didc1tc·s ltrsl ccrti lien le of compcicnq' will he re qui red to ha\'e passed in 
holh 1 he lcltcr lc.'•1 and the la nlcrn 1csl in the period of6 month.,;; i mmcdiatcly preced­
ing !he slarl of the cxumina1ion. 

(4) Other candid.tics will he required to have passed in the lellcr test in the 
period of6 monlhs immediately preceding 1hc shirt or1hc examination. 

(5) A cancJi,folc,olhcr llrn n a rn ndida!c referred IO in suhclausc (3), may la kc 1hc 
sight lest wi1h orwithoul speclncles orconl:1c1 lenses hut those who op! to wear such 
sight aids will slill he required lo reach a 111inirnum stand:m.1 in both eyes without 
sigh! aids. 

The leHer lest 
2.-(l) The lcllcr IC'SI slwll he conduclccl on Sncllcn·s principle by means of 

sheets of tellers at a cJist,111cc of 6 metres rrom the candidate's eyes. 

(2) The shcc1s oflellcrs referred le> in suhcl;iuse (1) shall each contain 7 lines 
with !he 3r<t41h, 51h 6th and 7th Ii ncs corrcspondi ng lo standards 6/24.6/18,6/12, 6/ 
9 and 6/6 respectively. 

(3) Each of the candidate's eyes shall be tested separately. 

(4) A candidate who has opted to he tested without spectacles orconlact lenses 
shall he deemed lo have passed the lcllertesl ifhc reads down lo and including line 7 
correctly with his hes! eye nnd down to and including line 6 wi1h the other eye. 

(S) A cr1ndidate who has opted to he tested wearing spectacles or contact lenses 
slrnll he deemed lo have passed the lcllcr le!'il if-

(o) being first lesled not wearing spectacles or contact lenses , he reads 
clown to, nnd including. line 5 correctly with his best eye. and down to, 
and including. line 3 \\'ith lhc other eye, and 

(h) being next le sled wearing spectc1cles orconlael lenses. he reads down lo. 
and including, line 7 correcllywith his best eye.and down to.and includ­
ing. line 6 with the olher eye. 

The lnnlcrn fest 
3.-(l} The lantern test shall be held in a room from which all daylight has 

been excluded. 

(2) A candidate shall he allowed 10. minutes 10 adapt to the dr.1rkness in the 
room. 

(J} The lanlcrn used for the lesl sh nil be dcsip1cd IO show the colours red, white 
nnd green either singly tl•rough n large ape rill re or 2 at a time. side hy side. through 
snrnll apcrlures .. 




