
[L.S.] CHARLES MAJOR. 

No. 1 of 1909. 

KING'S REGULATION 
TO ESTABLISH A VOLUNTEER RESERVE IN OCEAN 

ISLAND. 

l\Iade by His Britannic Majesty's Acting High Commissioner for the 
Western Pacific under the authority of His Majesty's Commission. 

In the name of His Majesty, EDWARD VII., of the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Ireland and of the British Dominions 
beyond the Seas King, Defender of the Faith, Emperor of India. 

I.-This Regulation may be cited as the Ocean Island (Volunteer Short title. 

Reserve) Regulation, 1909. 
2.-In this Regulation- Interpretation. 

" Volunteer Reserve" or " Reserve" means the Defence Force" Volunteer 

established hereby. Reserve." 

"High Commissioner" means the High Commissioner for the" High Commis­

Western Pacific, or any person duly authorised to act in that sioner." 

capacity. 
" Deputy Commissioner" means a Deputy Commissioner for the" DeputyCommis­

Western Pacific appointed under the provisions of the sioner." 

Pacific Order in Council 1893. 
"Resident Commissioner" means the Resident Commissioner" ResidentCommis­

for the Gilbert and Ellice Islands Protectorates, or any sioner." 

person duly authorised to act i~ that ?apacity. . 
" Officer" means any person appomted m that capacIty, or" Officer." 

otherwise invested with command under section seventeen 
hereof. 

" Actual service" means service under military law by virtue of "Actual Service." 

a proclamation under section fifteen hereof. 
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" Appointments." 

"Army Act." 

President, 

Enrolment. 

Engagement. 

Oath, 

Arms, 

Ammunition . 

Uniform. 

Inspections. 

Rules for manage­
ment of Reserve, 

Expulsion. 

Resignation. 
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" AppointmentR" includes acc~utrements and equipments of 
every kind other than clotillng. - •. 

" Army Act" means the A~ll1Y Act 44, .and 4,;) '\ let. c. 58, and 
includes all Acts amenchng or substItuted for the same. 

I._CONSTITUTIOX OF YOLUXTEER RESERYE. 
3.-It shall be lawful for the High Commissioner for the \Yestern 

Pacific, on behalf of His J\Iaje~tJ> to accept the sen-ices of such 
Europeans and other persons resldmf? on O.cean l:,1aml as ~nay de~ire 
to join the Volunteer Reserye and otIer theIr serncl'S to tlls Jlaje~ty, 
Provided that it shall not be obligatory on the High l'omJlli~~ioner to 
accept the services of any person. 

4.-There shall be a President of the \"olunteer l{l':-:l'l'Yl', who sh111 
be the Resident Connnissioner, or the person for t ht' tilll(' b~ill'J 
acting as Resident Commissiolll'l'. : 

5.-Every member of the Hesern' upon joinillg thl' :-:~lIlll' ~hall­
(a) sign an engagement in the form gi n'll ill t he jir,~t ~t:!ll>d\ll~ 

hereto, or to the like ened: all(I 
(b) take the oath, or mal\:(' the dedaratioll. :-:l't forth in t\:,: 

second and third schcduh's Ill'rl'to. \\'hil'h ;-;hall Ill' atllllini~, 
tered by a Deputy COlllllli;-;sinlll'r. 

6.- For the use of the H.e~('rYl'. ~lll'h llullllH'r of ritlt-, ... and tLi; 
appointments as the High COllllllis~iOlll'r llla~' dinl't :-:halllll' i"n'll t, 
the President of the Hes('l'\'(' on loan. and t Itl' I 'n,:-:idl'llt ~hdl 1 
responsible to the High ('omllli~~i!llH'r fill' t Itt' ritk~ a III I apP'-I:c, 

ments. 
7.----:-There shall be iss,'wd to tIll' Prt'~idl'lIt ill n'~l)('d oi l';ll!J I::: 

s,?-pphcd such lllunber of l'(lUlHb of allllllllllit il'lI a...: tilt' lli~1t ('\I~!":,:,, 
SlOner may direct. Proyicll,d that a qllalltit\, (If III,t k~, tkIl r,· 
h~ndre~ rounds per rifle, ill ~()()(I 1'()llIlitioll. ';.;ltall :t!\\:\y" hI: I::;::' 

taIned In store in the island as a \\'ar n'~l'l'\'", ' 
8.-The uniform or distillctin' lladg('s \\'"rll 11\' til\' IIlI'Illlwl' "::: 

Reserve shall be such as tIl(' II i~h l 'OIlllll i,...::ci, '11:'1' Ill:! \' dirl'l't. 

9.-In~pections of tlieH,('s('n-" shall Ill' 11"1<1 1,\' :-:\11·11 ldlin'r' ;1".;.' 
such perIOds as the High COIllll1i~...:illI1('r Illa\' dil:I'l'I, 

10.-(1) The n1elnbe1's of tlll' l'~l'sl'rn' Ill<l~- frol\l tilI\l' to tiIll" , 
and when made alter "Ill' I ",' 1 'I ,: th ,n (lle ',Ol j(':--t'IIH • I'll ";.; tor t 1\1' I\l:lI1:l~I'r;'-:.:'· 
(21r~yty, finances, and l:1\'il alTair;.; (If t II" 1~1:,,'n'(', 

approve~ e~ sl~~ll co~ne in,to ()p~'r;:ti()11 wI I!' 11 tl\(' :-:aIll(' :-:hall 11;\\",1 .. 
cated to th YP 1e.

d
Hlgh COllllllls:-:11lll('r and that appro\';ll l'IlJr:;;'·:::­

e reSl ent. 
11.-(1) The President f t} J> ' ' th R 0 I(' \('~('rY(' lila y C!J~Illl'~ a 1\lI'I1J, : 

e eserve therefrom fo ' . , ,I ' , ing suffi' t d . I ll11~COn( 11(,t, or lit 1\('1' ('al1:--I' to hllll '\l'~ , 

(
2) A Olen 'ban str~k(' ~h(' nH'mlH'r olT tIl!' :--t n'n~t h, 

mem er so cllsmIs''Ccl ,1, II 1 I" " able wear a d t 1 T : :-; ~ J.l «' 1\-('1' up 11l !,!'l()(l ()Jcl, r. T' > .: 
appointme~ts ~a~ on:r ~~<:('pt('d. all arm;.;, ammunitioIl. dnthi!.;, 
him. ' emg pu Ie propprty, that lIlay h:l\-' , hl,,'11 i,,:;,d' 

th
(3) ~ny member feeling af1'f1'I'I',,\- , Ill' I' '1 I, e HIgh CommI's" < /:0/:0 '- l e )y 1l~ (1"':1111:--";:1 111:1\- all\,' c, 

. SlOneI' who may c' I f' I' I: ;, or gIve such Otl1 d' '. ( . ,1I1C(' or ('Oil Inll t l\' ( 1:<1:'~' 
er IrectIons tIl('l" 1 ' ' t proper. ' . (on a~ to 111ll may :'l'('!1\ JU:'L 

12.-Any memb f service, quit the R cr 0 t!le Bcs('rYc may. ('Xl'('pt Whf'Il on :'(tl 

(
a)' eserye, If he shall-
, g.lVe to the Pre sid t f} ) , . " Intention t . en 0 t 1e ] \.l'Sl'rn' not ic\' in writ inc! l't !:' 

o qmt the Bcsf'rn' : 
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(b) deliver up in good order, re~~onable wear and tear only 
excepted, . all arm~, ammumtIOn, clothing, and appoint­
ments, bemg publIc property, issued to him; and there­
upon he shall be struck off the strength by the President . 

. 13.-.The High Co~missioner may by proclamation disband or Disbandment. 
dlSco~tmue th.e SerVICeS of the Reserve whenever it may seem 
expedlent to hlm to do so, and may give such directions as shall be 
necessary for carrying the proclamation into effect. 

14.-(1) The ~igh C<;>mmissioner. ~ay make such subsidiary Regulations. 
RegulatIOns conslstent wlth the provlsIOns of this Regulation as he 
shall deem proper-

(a) for regulating the mode of enrolment: 
(b) fo~ regulating muster, instruction, rifle practice, and inspec­

tIOns; 
(c) regarding the storing and issuing of arms, ammunition, and 

uniform; 
(d) rega~d~ng targets, butts, and shooting-rang~s ; 
(e) for glvmg proper and better effect to the provisions of this 

Regula tion. 
(2) A copy of every subsidiary Regulation shall be furnished to 

every member of the Reserve. 

II.-AcTUAL SERVICE. 

15.-(1) In the event of any actual or apprehended invasion, or Liability to actual 
of civil disturbance threatening the security of life or property, the service. 
High Commissioner, or, in case of sudden emergency not per~itting 
of prior communication with the High Commissioner, the Resident 
Com.missioner, may by proclamation call out the Reserve for actual 
serVIce. 

(2) Whenever the Reserve is so called out, every member thereof Obligations of 
shall attend at once in obedience to the call at such time and members. 
place as may be directed by the proclamation, and from the time of 
the Reserve being so called out shall, for the purposes of this Regula-
tion, be deemed on actual service. 

(3) Every member of the Reserve who, unless for good and Pena!ty for not 
sufficient cause, refuses or neglects to obey the call, shall be liable,obeymgcall. 
on summary conviction, to pay a fine not exceeding fifty pounds, 
or to. be imprisoned for any term not exceeding twelve months. 

(4) The period for actual service shall continue until determined Peri?d of actual 
by order of the High Commissioner. Provided that, if the High Com- serVIce. 
missioner shall be unable from any cause to communicate with per-
sons on Ocean Island, and the Resident Commissioner shall deem the 
necessity for keeping the Reserve called out for actual service to no 
longer exist, an order determining that service may be made by the 
Resident Commissioner. . 

16.-Nothing in this Regulation contained shall render any member Lim!tationo£ 
of the Reserve liable to serve or proceed on duty, without his consent, servICe. 
beyond the limits of Ocean Island. 

17.-( 1) The High Commissioner may appoint persons, who shall ~ii1itary command. 
be British subjects, to be officers in the Reserve when called out for 
actual service, and may make subsidiary Regulations as to the 
persons to be invested as officers, or otherwise, with command over 
the Reserve when so called out, or any persons belonging thereto. 

(2) If no person shall have been appointed or invested with 
command as an officer when the Reserve is so called out, the Resident 
Commissioner shall be invested with command as an officer, and 
shall rank as a lieutenant in the Reserve. 
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to be inflicted. 

8ubstitutioll of 
imprisonmcnt. 

Court-martial. 
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. . t tl discipline of members of the Reserve 
IS.-Wlth respect 0

1 
Ie. ce the provisions of the Army Act, so 

when they ~re on achtula
l 

Ser~yI ~ith the following modifications:_. 
far as applIcable, s a app d 1 . 

d "V 1 teer Reserve" may be rea t lCrem for the 
(a) The wor} f un for~es ": the words "member of the 

'Vvolrds
t 

rRegu avre " for 'the' word " soldier"; and the words 
o un er eser . d "H' "I' t " "High Commissioner" for the wor s IS .lJ ales Y and 

" Secretary of State." 
N b f the Volunteer Reserve shall for any offence 

(71) 0 mem er 0 . 1 f d 
a ainst the Army Act be su?]ect to the pena ty 0 eath, or 

t g longer term of imprIsonment than fiye years. o any d' .. 
Any person who, but for the last prece mg provI~lOn, would 

(c) be subject to the penalty of death, shall be lIable to be 
imprisoned, with or without hard labour, for any term not 
exceeding five years. . 

(d) No sentence of a court-martial upon a ~rIal of a mcmber of 
the Reserve shall be carried into executIon unless confirmed 
by the High Commissioner.. ., . 

(e) Such other modifications conSIstent WIth tlns part of tlllS 

Regulation as the High Commissioner may dctcrmine. 
I9.-All members of the Reserve, when called out. for actual 

service, shall be entitled to such pay as may be detel'llllncd by the 
High Commissioner. 

Powerofcommanu- 20.-The commanding officer of the Resel'\'c may, when the 
ing officer to impress Reserve is called out for actual service, inlpress Inen, horses, lllules, 
men &e 'd' d l' . , . donkeys, oxen, carriages, waggons, carts, rI Ing an (l'lnng gear, 

and boats and their accessories, as the service may rCCjuire. 
Immunities of 
members of the 
HeHol'vc when on 
actu~l s"l'vice. 

Wilful injury to 
butts or targE.'ts. 

Wrongful uetE'ntion 
or disposal of arms, 
&0. 

Destruction or 
(lamage of articles 
iSSll!'d to Heserve. 

Penalty. 

Buyin~ or taking 
arms, &0., from 
members of the 
Reserve. 

21.-No action shall lie against any member of the Reseryc, nor 
shall he be subject to any penalty or punishment, for any act or thing 
done by him while on actual service; . pro\'idcd that th(' act or thing 
was done in pursuance of a lawful command given to him b.\· the High 
Commissioner, or a Deputy Commissioner, or his commanding officer, 
or in defence of his post or person, or otherwise in the lawful per­
formance of hiR duty. 

III.-lVIrscELLAXEOUS. 

22.-lf any person wilfully commits any damao-e to any butt or 
t.arget or any other arti?le. in lawful use by the H~'3en'e, h~ shall be 
hable on summary conVIctIOn to a penalty not excecding fin pounds. 

23.--All a::ms, ammunition, clothing, appointmcnts, or any article 
'tvhatsoever lssued to any member of the Rescrvc, shall be and 
rema~n the. p.roperty of ~is l\1:Aojesty's Government, aI~d shall be pro­
ducea,.e~hlblted, .and delIvered to any person authori8ccl by the High 
CommIssIOner to mspect or receive the same . 

. 24:.-1£ any person designedly makes away ,,,ith sclls, pawns, or 
wIlfully destroys, or damages, or negligenth~ loscs' all\·t·hincr issued 
to a member of ,th R ..J' , 0 , . e eseI've, or refuses or neo-Iccts when la"fulh 
:eq.mred to prod~ce, exhibit, or deliver on demaI~d anvthina which h'c 
IR lIable under thIS Regul t' th I .' 0 d tl' R l' a Ion or e ru es or reaula bons made un er 
b lIS egu I1tlOn, to pr~duce, exhibit, or deliver, tllC value thcreof shall 
o~ recov~rafleb· flrom hIm by the President, and he shall also for each 

fi ence de. la e on summary conviction to a fine not exceedinlr ve poun s. - v 

25.-Whoever knowingly b k' . 
from any member of th uys, or ta es m exchange or 111 paWl:, 
or solicits or entices an e Reserve Or person acting on his behalf, 

y member of the Reserve to sell or pawn, or 
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know~ngly assists .or a?ts for an~ member of the Reserve in selling or 
pawnm~, or has III hIS posseSSIOn or keeping without satisfactorily 
accountl.ng for: any arms, ammunition, clothing, appointments, or 
necessarIeS, bemg public property, shall be liable on summary con­
viction to a fine not exceeding five pounds. 

26.-In all proceedings under this Regulation before a Deputy Proceedings under 
Commissioner the President may appear by any person authorised by this Regulation. 

him in that behalf by writing under his hand. 

SCHEDULES. 

FIRST SCHEDULE. 
Engagement to be signed by member of the Volunteer Reserve. 

I [insert name] hereby engage myself to serve in the Ocean Island Volunteer Reserve, 
subject to the provisions of " The Ocean Island (Volunteer Reserve) Regulation 1909," 
of any regulations amending the same, and the regulations and standing orders there­
under in force. 

Before me: 
(Signed) 

Dated at , this 
, Deputy Commissioner. 

day of 

SECOND SCHEDULE. 

,19 

Oath to be taken by member of the' Volunteer Reserve. 

(Signature. ) 

I [insert name] do sincerely promise and swear that I will be faithful and bear true 
allegiance to His l\Iajesty King Edward VII., His heirs and successors, according to 
law, and that I will faithfully serve in the Ocean Island Volunteer Reserve according 
to the conditions of my service. 

So help me God! 
Before me: 

, Deputy Commissioner. (Signed) 
Dated at , this day of 

THIRD SCHEDULE. 

, 19 

Declaration to be made by member of the Volunteer Reserve. 

I r~'nsert name] do solemnly, sincerely, and truly declare that I will be faithful and b~ar 
true allegiance to His :Majesty King Edward VII., His heirs and successors, accordmg 
to law, and that I will faithfully serve in the Ocean Island Volunteer Reserve accord-
ing to the conditions of my service. . 

Before me: 
(Signed) 

Dated at , this 
, Deputy Commissioner. 

day of ,19 

Published and exhibited in the Public Office of the High Com­
missioner for the Western Pacific this twenty-second day of February 
one thousand nine hundred and nine. 

By Command, 
A. MONTGOMERIE, 

Secretary to His Britannic Majesty's High Commissioner 
for the Western Pacific. 

Suva, Fiji: Printed by EDWARD JOHN MARCH, 

Printer to the Government of His Brltannic Majesty's High Commission for the Western Pacific.-19IO. 

Price, Is. 3d.] 
Reprinted by S. BACH, Government Printer, Suva, Fiji.-1915. 
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