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\iVESTERN PACIFIC HIGH COMMISSION. 

No.6 of 1916 

[L.S.] EYRE HUTSON, 

Acting High Commissioner. 

25th May, 1916. 

KING'S REGULATION 
TO AMEND THE LA\iV RELATING TO CERTAIN 

LICENCES IN THE BRITISH SOLOMON ISLANDS 
PROTECTORATE. 

Made by His Britannic Majesty's Acting High Commissioner 
for the vVestern Pacific under the provisions of the 
Pacific Order in Council, 1893. 

In the name of His l\iajesty, George the Fifth, by the 
Grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland and of the British Dominions 
beyond the Seas King, Defender of the Faith 
Emperor of India. ' 

[1st August, 1916.J 

1. This Regulation may be cited as the Solomons Licence SHORTTITlE. 

Regulation 1916. 
2. In this Regulation unless the context otherwise INTERPRETATION 

requires-
" Protectorate" means the British Solomon Islands 

Protectorate; 
" High Commissioner" means His Britannic Majesty's 

High Commissioner for the Western Pacific; 
" Resident Commissioner" means the Resident Com­

missioner in the Protectorate and includes any 
person duly acting as such; 

" Treasurer" means the Treasurer of the Protectorate 
and includes any person duly acting as such; 

" Court" means the High Commissioner's Court; 
" Trading" includes the doing ~f any act with a view 

to or for the purposes of gam or profit other than 
recrui ting ; .. 

" Recruiting" means the procunng o.f n.atIve lab?urers 
for service or employment wltlnn or w.lthout 
the Protectorate and includes the returnmg to 
their homes of native labourers upon the deter­
mination of their service or employment; 

" Vessel" means ship or boat; 
" Ton" and "tonnage" means gross ton and gross 

tonnage respectively. 
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3. Every person follo,,:ing or exercising any of the 
professions trades or callmgs or doing any of t~e acts 
specified in Schedules A and B .hereto whether I~ con­
junction with any other _ professIOn trade or . callmg or 
act so specified or otherwIse shall ta~e out a. lIcence and 
pay a licence fee at the rate set forth m the saId Schedules 
in respect of each profession trade calling or act so specified 
such fees being cumulative. 

4. The Treasurer may issue any of the licences specified 
in the said Schedules and may appoint licensing officers 
and assign districts to .such· officers._ ~very such officer 
so appointed may, subJect to ~he ~IrectIons of the Trea­
surer, issue any of the aforesaId lIcences. 

5.-(1) A licence issued_ under this Regulatio~ 'sh~ll 
not be issued for any penod less than that speCIfied m 
respect thereof in the aforesaid Schedules. 

(2) For the purposes of this Regulation the year shall 
be deemed to be divided into two half-years, the first 
half-year being from the first day of January to the thirtieth 
day of June inclusive and the second half-year being from 
from the first day of July to the thirty-first day of December 
inclusive_ A licence issued during any half-year shall 
date from the first day of such half-year. 

6.-(1) Every licence issued under this Regulation in 
respect of any profession trade calling or act specified in 
Schedule A hereto shall enable the person named in such 
licence to follow or exercise the said profession trade or 
calling or do the said act in any part of the Protectorate. 

(2) Every licence issued under this Regulation in respect 
of any profession trade calling or act specified in Schedule B 
hereto shall state the premises building or vessel in respect 
of which the said licence has been issued and shall be valid 
only for the premises building or vessel indicated therein 
and no such licence shall allow the person or firm named 
therein to follow exercise or do in or upon any premises 
building or vessel save those or that described as afore­
said the profession trade calling or act specified in the 
li~ence. Provided always that on proof satisfactory to 
hIm that any vessel in respect of which a licence has been 
duly taken out has been withdrawn from service and another 
vessel substituted therefor the Treasurer may on surrender 
of such licence and on payment at the proper rate per ton 
for difference in tonnage measurement should the measure­
ment of the vessel substituted exceed that of the vessel 
withdrawn issue a substitute licence in respect of the 
vessel so substituted. 

7.-(1) No licence to deal in fire-arms ammunition and 
~xplosives or to deal in wines spirits and beers shall be 
Issued e~cept where the applicant therefor has first obtained 
the wntten permission of the Resident CommIssioner 
to take out such licence. 

(2) . Any such licence shall be liable to cancellation at 
any' tIme by the Resident Commissioner in any case where 
l~e IS of the opinion that the privileges conferred by such 
~Icence a.re being abused or that the continuance thereof 
IS undeSIrable. 

f (3) In every case where the permission above provided 

ROT :ds refused or any licence as aforesaid is cancelled the eSI ent C '. H' o.m:r:mssIOner shall report the matter to the 
Igh CommIsSIOner for his directions therein. 
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8.-(1) An auctioneer's licence shall entitle the licensee 
to sell. real and perso~al. property by public auction and 
shall mclu~e a cOI?mIssIOn agent's licence. 

(2) N otwIthstand~ng anything in sections seven and 
fifte~n her~of con~~med an auctioneer may sell by public 
auctIOn WI?eS spInts and beers or firearms ammunition 
and explosIves-

(a) when the auction is held by direction of the Trea­
surer or of the Court· , 

(b) on the occasion of the sale of the personal effects 
of any .~erson such wines spirits beers firearms 
ammumtIOn or explosives being the private pro­
perty of the owner of such personal effects; 

provided that in such last mentioned case the auctioneer 
shall first obtain from the Treasurer a written permit 
which shall specify particularly- . 

(1) the name of the owner of such wines spirits beers 
firearms ammunition or explosives; 

(2) the quantity and kind to be sold; 
(3) the premises on which the sale is to take place. 

And pro:rided further that before such permit is granted 
the auctIoneer shall make a statutory declaration that 
to the best of his knowledge and belief such wines spirits 
beers firearms ammunition or explosives are the private 
property of the person whose personal effects are about 
to be sold. . 

9. A commission agent's licence shall entitle the licensee 
to dispose of real or personal estate or of goods in bulk 
on commission only and otherwise than by public auction 
and to act as forwarding or receiving agent on commission 
only, but shall not entitle the licensee to act as agent 
for any insurance company. 

10. A store licence shall entitle the licensee to sell on 
premIses specified in the licence goods in any quantity 
but shall not permit the hawking of such goods. 

11. A hawker's lIl..-ence shall not entitle the licensee 
to sell goods in or u!Jun any premises or building occupi~d 
either permanently or temporarily by him but only III 

or from a cart or boat not exceeding two tons in tonnage 
measurement managed by him personally.or from a pack 
or basket carried by him. A hawker's lIcence shall not 
be necessary for the hawking of articles of food grown 
in the Protectorate. 

12. Insurance c?mpanies shall not mean or include life 
assurance compames. 

13. In the case of a vessel in respect of which a. licence 
is required to be taken out under this RegulatIOn the 
owner and the master or person in charge of such vessel 
shall be deemed to be persons both jointly ~nd severally 
employing or using such vessel and both or eIther of .t~em 
may be proceeded against for any breach of the prOVISIOns 
of this Regulation. . 

14. The measurement of any registere~ British vessel 
or the vessel of any foreign country whIch has adopted 
the rules concerning the measurement of tonnage ma?e 
under the Merchant Shipping Act 1894 of the Impenal 
Parliament and the Acts amending !he same shall be 
deemed to be that specified in the regIster. In the case 
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of any other vessel the measurement shall be determined 
by the Harbour Master of the port of Tulagi or by some 
competent person to be appointed by the Treasurer. The 
expenses of or c~nnecte.d with .the m~asurement of a vessel 
in respect of whIch a lIcence ?S applIed for shall be borne 
by the applicant for such lIcence. 

LIMITATION OF 
PRIVILEGES 
UNDER LICENCE. 

15. No licence issued under this Regulation in respect 
of any profession trade calling or act shall entitle the 
holder to follow exercise or do any other profession trade 
calling or act in respect of 'yhich the is.sue of specific licences 
is provided for under thIS RegulatIOn. 

LICENCES 
SUBJECT TO 
ANY LAW FOR 
SPECIFIC RECU­
LATION OF PRO­
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16. The provisions of this Regulation shall be additional 
to the provisions of any oth~r law w~lich may .be in force 
upon the coming into operatIOn of tIllS R.egulatIOn o.r may 
thereafter come into force for the specIfic regulatIOn or 
control of any profession trade calling or act in respect 
of which any licence is hereunder required to be taken out. 

17. Any person following or exercising any of the pro­
fessions trades or callings or doing any of the acts specified 
in Schedules A and B hereto without a licence or other­
wise committing a breach of the provisions of this Regu­
lation shall on conviction forfeit a sum not exceeding 
twice the amount of the proper licence fee for one year 
and in default of payment may be imprisoned with or 
without hard labour for a term not exceeding three months. 
ProVIded that no conviction for trading without a licence 
shall be recorded against any person who, having held 
a licence which expired on the thirtieth day of June or 
the thirty-first day of December, shall have renewed such 
licence on or before the last day of the next immediately 
succeeding month. Upon any convictIOn the Court may 
in addition to any -penalty or other punishment which 
it may inflict order the convicted party to pay into Court 
such a sum (not exceeding the proper licence fee for one 
year payable in respect of the profession trade or calling 
on account of which the conviction was obtained) as it 
may think the public revenue should have received from 
the convicted party in respect of unpaid licence fees and 
in default of payment of such sum within such time (if any) 
as may be specified in the order such convicted party shall 
be liable to be imprisoned with or without hard labour 
for any term not exceeding three months. 

. 1~. All .prosecutions under this Regulation shall be 
mstItuted m the name of the Treasurer and may be insti­
tuted and conducted by any European officer of Consta­
bulary and by any revenue officer authorised generally 
or specially in that behalf by the Treasurer. 

19. In any :prosecution under this Regulation charging 
any person ;vIth follo:ving or exercising any profession 
trade or callmg or domg any act without a licence the 
ch~rge ~hall be held to be proved if it is shown to the 
satIsfactIOn of the Court that the accused did actually 
follow or. exercise the said profession trade or calling or 
do the saId act unless he can produce his licence in Court 
or can show to the satisfaction of the Court that such 
licence was duly taken out. 

20.-(1) It shall be lawful for any constable or revenue 
officer at all reasonable times-

(i) to demand the production of any licence for 
inspection; 
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(ii) t k o ~~h e any inquiries that he thinks fit to ascertain 
~ e 1 etr. anY

h 
breach of the provisions of this 

egu a IOn as been commi tted . 
iii) on the written authority of the l~esident Com-

mISSIOner, Officer in Command of N t' P l' f .. a Ive 0 Ice 
or 0 any. Dlstn~t Officer to enter into or upo~ 
any .premI~es bUIlding or vessel where or in con­
nectIon WIth wh~ch he has reason to believe 
that any .profes~IOn trade or calling is being 
followed or e~ercIse~ or a~y act IS being done in 
respect of WhICh a lIcence IS required to be taken 
out and to search any such premises building 
~w vessel and to demand the production of and 
mspect and take copies of or extracts from any 
books or documents relating thereto. 

(2) If any pers~n obstructs or impedes any constable 
or revenue officer I~ the execution of his duty or refuses 
to answer any questIOn reasonably put to him by or makes 
any false statement to any constable or revenue officer 
or refuses or fails w~thout la",:ful excuse to produce any 
book document or lIcence whIch he is duly required to 
produce he shall on conviction be liable to a penalty not 
exceeding ten pounds. 

21. If any person assists in or procures the commission 
ot any offence against the provisions of this Regulation 
he shall be liable to be dealt with in the same manner 
as a principal offender. 

22. All licence fees fines and penalties collected or paid 
under this Regulation shall form part of the revenue of 
the Protectorate. 

23. \Vhen any penalty is imposed under this Regulation 
by the Court upon the owner or master of any vessel and 
such penalty is not paid within such time (if any) as may 
be specified in the order of the Court, the Court may order 
that the vessel together with all things found on board 
thereof be seized and kept at the risk and cost of the 
owner of the vessel for a period of three months unless 
such vessel is before the expiration of such period released 
by payment of the penalty costs and expenses. If at 
the expiration of such period the penalty costs and the 
expenses of seizing and keeping the vessel or any of them 
or any part thereof remain unpaid then the vessel tog~ther 
with all things found on board thereof shall be lIable 
to be forfeited to His Britannic Majesty. 

24. The Solomons (Revenue) Regulation 1897 and the 
Regulations amending the. same .are hereby repeale~. 
Provided always that any lIcence ~ssued ~nder the saId 
Regulations shall mutatis mutandts contmue to. have 
eff~ct for the unexpired portion if any of the penod for 
which such licence was granted and that the repeal. of. ~he 
said Regulations shall not relieve any person from lIa~Ihty 
to prosecution thereunder in respect of any b~each 01 the 
said Regulations which he may have commItted. 

25. This Regulation shall come into operation on the 
first day of August, 1916. 
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SCHEDULE A. 

(i) Auctioneer 
(ii) Commission Agent 

(iii) Dentist .. 
(iv) Hawker ., 

(v) Insurance Company or Agency 
(vi) Surveyor 

SCHEDULE B. 

(i) Keeping store 

(ii) Dealing in wines, spirits, and beers 

(iii) Dealing in firearms, ammunition, and 
explosives . . . . . . . . 

(iv) Employing or using vessel for trading 
to, from, or within Protectorate: -

Not exceeding 25 tons tonnage 
measurement 

Exceeding 25 tons measurement, 
for every additional ton 

(v) Employing vessel for recruiting labour 
in, or returning labour to the Pro-
tectorate :-

For every ton of tonnage measure-
ment 

Provided that the licence fee payable" 
in respect of anyone vessel under 
either subhead (iv) or subhead (v) 
shall not exceed 

year 
year 
year 
year 
half-year 
year 
year 

year 
half-year 
year 
half-year 

year 

year 
half-year 

year 
half-year 

year 
half-year 

year 
half-year 

£ s. d. 
10 0 0 
5 0 0 
5 0 0 
1 0 0 
o 12 0 
5 0 0 
5 0 0 

£ s. d. 
10 0 0 
6 0 0 

10 0 0 
6 0 0 

5 0 0 

5 0 0 
3 0 0 

'0 10 0 
0 6 0 

1 0 0 
o 12 0 

150 0 0 
80 0 0 

Published and exhibited in the Public Office of the 
High Commissioner for the Western Pacific this twenty­
fifth day of May one thousand nine hundred and sixteen. 

By Command, 

A. L. AYTON, 
Acting Secretary to His Britannic Majesty's 
High Commissioner for the Western Pacific. 

Suva, Fiji: Printed by S. BACH, 

Printer to the Government of His Brita:anic Majesty's High Commission for the \Vestern Pacifi~. 
[Price, Is.] 1916. 


