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AN ACT TC REGULATE THE PRINTING AND PURLISHING
OF NEWSPAPERS AND FOR COMNECTED PURPOSES

Commencement:

198@{'

MADE by the Maneaba ni Maungatabu and assented to by the
Beretitenti,

1. This Act may be cited as the Newspaper Registration

Act 1988,
2, In this Act unless the context otherwise requires -
Wt

"newspaper means any paper containing public news, intelligence,
occurrences, advertisements or any remarks or observsiions
therein printed for sale or distribution to the public ox
otherwise and pyblished in Kiribati, but does not include
any document published by the "Govermment printer® in the
‘course of bie duty; \

"Registrar" mesns the Registrar of Companies appointed under
section 5 of the Companies Ordinance.

3 No person shall print or publish any newspaper unless
and until +the affidavit referred 4o under section 4 of this
Lot has been registered in accordance with +he provisions of
this Act. :

4. Ebforé any pérscn commences the business of publishing
a newspaper, there shall be desposited with the Registrar an
affidavit duly sworn to and signed respectively by -

(ag the proprietor of such newspaper;

(b) the person intended to be the printer of such
newspaper; and :

{e) the person intended to be the publisher of such

newspaper,

and such affidavit shall be in the fomn or as near thereto as
- may be and shall contain the statement gpeoified in the Schedule,
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5(1) The Registrar shall keep and maintain a register of affi-
davits referred to under section 4 of this Act and such register

. shall at all reasonable times to oper: without charge to public

inspection.

(2) ‘The registrar shall register or cause to be registered an
affidavit depesited with him under section 4 of this Act,

4, Vhere in the case of a newspaper already registered in
accordance with sections 4 and 5 of this Act -

(2) eany change is at any time wade in any of the parti~
culars by this ot required to be stated respecting
the same; or

(v) any event at any time ocours whereby such particuiars
cease to be accurate or true, :

the propristor, printer and publisher shall deposit a supplementary
affidavit with the Registrar notifying such change or event aore-
gaid. :

T In all cowrt proceedings civil or criminal involving any
such newspaper or anything therein coniained such affidavit shall
be conclusive evidence against every person signing the samne of
the truth of all such particulars or matters as are, in accordance
with this Act, therein set forth.

"8(1) " Where any person has made any such alfidavit as is referred

to in sections 4, 5 and 6 of this Act, such person may at any
time deposit with the Registrar another affidavit stating that
he ie no longer connected with the newspaper in the capacity set
forth in such first-mentioned affidavit.

(2)  With effect from the date on which such person deposits
such other affidavit as is referred to in subsection (1) of this-
section with the Registrar, such person shall not be taken by
by reason of the first mentioned affidavit only 1o be connected
with such newsprpar. :

9(1)  Every newspaper shall contain printed in some convenient
thereof the true name, any adiition thereto and place of abode of
its proprietor, printer and piiticher and s trus description of
the place where the newspaper s printed,

(2)  Failure to comply with ¢'1 or any of the requirements of
subsection (1) of this sectior : hall be prima facie evidence of
wilful defzult against any suca proprietor, printer or publisher.

10, Mny publisher, printer or cther person who wilfully -

(a) prints, publishes, gells, distributes, whether for
valuable consideration or otherwise, any newspaper
in respeot of which the affidavit reguired by this
Act has not been registered in accordance with this

Acts  or

(b) prints or publishes eny newspaper without the names
reguired by this A8t to be printed therein: or




Limitation of
pProceedings

(¢) otherwise fails fo comply with the provisions of
this Act,

comnits an offence and shall be lighle upon convicticn to a fine
not exceeding $500 or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding
12 months.

1. Proceedings for an offence against this Act may not be
brought after 3 years from the date of the alleged offence,

SCHEDILE
(8ection 4)

In the matter of Bhe veevierecvennersens oo newspaper I/We eramsessvena
R S T S
do make oath, and say as followse~
(1) eveviiieeennnn. and Tecessesensuianiaeaaas PrOpose to carry

on the business of publighing and vending a newspaper named the

csees-seass and are the proprietors thereof.

®as s ec s dece s owon

"(2)-”Th9'intended printer of the said newspaper is .... ... ...  veni..

o
(3) The intended publisher of the same is Geereicanreiaceranavnsns OF
(4) The intended place of printing the same is S elsecinsesiccvancannsn
(5) The above-mentioned names; additions, and places of abode, and
deseriptions of premises, are the true and real names, additions,
and places of abode, and descriptions of the zeveral persong to

whom, and of the premises to which, they respectively refer.
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Sworn before me, this . oiiiiviivonnins 487 0F 1iivivervennnns 1900u,




-

This printed impression has been carefully examined hy me with the Bill
which passed the Maneaba ni Maungatabu on 1~ rz.l]g‘f{g" and is
found by me to be a true and correctly printed copy of the said Bill.

‘.:"'k—-q‘.s, dereer e L)
eaba: ni Maungatabu

Published by exhibition -

(a) at the Public Office of the Deretitenti on ihe
day of \}‘\\ \ , 1988,

Tl

¢ Becretaryiito the ‘Cab\‘ZAet

{b) at the Maneaba ni Maungatabu onithe
day of , 1988, i

i
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Clerk to the Maneabz ni
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~developed and developing have similar legiglation,

s

ERVSPAPER REGISTRATION ACT 1988

EXPLANATCRY MEMORANTIOM

The main objeet of this Act is to regulate the printing and
publishing of newspapers by fmposing a duty (under pain of fine
and for imprisonment) on proprietors, printers and publishers of
such newspapers to -

(a) furnish certain particulars relating to themselves as
such by means of & sworn affidavit: and

(v} - disclosing their nsmes, places of abode and a frue
description of the place where the newspaper i1s printed
in the newspaper.

It is considered that it is in the interest of tha public that the
identity of such proprietors, printers and publishers should be
knowns it will enable any member of the public who wishes to have
any matter published in a newspaper to know where o Zo3 and whom
to contact. It will also make it possible for any member of the
public who feels he or she has been libelled by a newspaper to
know whom to seek redress from.

This 4ot will not be peculiar to Kiribati: England enzcted a
similar legislation as far back as 1881 and other commtries ﬂboth

This Act was modelled clo sely on the Newsparer Regisztration Act
of Fiji which came into foxce in 1895 as smended up to 1971.
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Michael Negua Takabwebwe
The Attowmmey General

LEGAL REPORT
I hereby certify my opinion thel none of the provisions of the

above Act conflict with the Constitution end that the Feretitenti
may properly assent to the Act,

Michael ¥, Takabwebhwe
Atsorney-Genaral




