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Short title

Interpretation

TR REPUBLIC OF KIRTBATT
(No. 15 of 1986)

T assent,

—, C 4
AN ) ey

Beretifent
%\r\ [‘19&?

o —

AN ACH TO PROVIDE TOR THE PRIVILEGES, TMEUNITIEG
AND POWERS OF THS MANZELRA NI MAUNGAT.LBU .ND OF
TiE MEMBIRS AND COMMITTESS OF THI MANZLBA AND
TOR COHNECTED PURPOSES.

Commensonents
;1////198?

MADE by the Maneaba ni ¥Maungatabu and asscnted to by the
Berotitenti,

R .- S
o OPEBLIMINARY

1. This At may be cited as the Privileges, Immunities and
Powers of the Mancaba ni Mawngababu Act 1986,

2,. In this Act, wnless the coniext otherwise requires -

"Adviser” moans a person authorisod by the Spcaker o act
as a confidantial adviscr to mombers on parliamentary
mattors, and includes any person purporbing or holding
himgelf out to act in such capacity in the Mancabaj

Whroadeast! includes rcobroadcasts

"COhairman® mcans the Chairman of a committce and any other
momber of a commitice sclected by the commitice to act as
Chairmah; : - -

Sitha Chamber" meang 3 reom or place in which the Maneaba is
sitting at anyiime;

“thq‘Clerk” means the Clork of the Mancaba and includes an
ﬁssistant Clerk;

70ommittee” means any standing, secssional, select or other commitbte
of the Mancaba and includes the committes of the whole Maneabs



Baving of powers

P

Ysonviction™ means convietion by a courd of competent jurisdictiony

“idocument™ includes a part of a documents |

Tinterproter? means a person authorised by the Speaker under
section 25 of this Aoty

Ythe Maneaba' meang the Maneabs ni Maungababug
"member! means & meomber of the Mancabe and includes the Speaker;.
fofficer of the Mancaba' meaﬁs - |

{a) the Clerk; or

() an intorpreter; or

(¢) any othoer cmployce of the Mancaba; or

(&) any other person amthoriscd by the Speaker to be an
officer of the Manecaba; ox

(e) any police officer on duty within the precincts of the
Menecabasg

"procinets of the Maneaba™ means the Chambor and cffices of the

. Mianeaba and the ontire building in which are situated such
Chamber, the offices of the Mancaba, the galleries and

 plages provided for the use or accommodation of strangers,

" members of the public or representatives of the press and
any forecourt, yaxd, garden, enclosure or open space T
area adjoining or appurtenant to such building as set oub
and described in Schedule 3 to this fct and used or provided
for the purposcs of the Maneabe;

"ules of Procedurc® moans the rules of procedure of the Mancabz
for ithe time being in force;

Mgtrenger! means any person other than a momber or officer of the
Manecaba;

“tribunal means any person or body (other than a court or a
committee) having power to examine witnesses on oath,
ineluding eny Commission of Inquiry established under
or hy law:

3, This Act -

& (a) is subject to the Constitution; and

%- (b) doss not limit the powere of the Maneaba, a comnittee
| or the Spesker underthe Constitubion and the Rules

5 " of Progedure or any other law and its provisions arc
h in addition %o and not in derogation of any such -

ﬁ power or aubhority. o

\



PART II
PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES

Freedom from arrest
4. No member shall be arrested or detained -
(a) for any civil cause or matter on any day —

(i) on which the Maneaba meets;
(i1) on which & committee of which that member is a

membher meets; Or

(1iii)which is within 5 days before or 5 days after a day
referred to in sub-paragraphs (i) and (ii) of this
section; or

(b) within the precincts of the Maneaba for any criminal
offence on any day -—

{i) onn which the Maneaba meetg; or
{ii) on which a committee of which that member is a

member meets.

Tmmunity from proceedings

5. No member, stranger or other person shall be liable to civil or
criminal proceedings for - .

(a) any act done under the lawful authority of the Maneaba
or an order of the Maneaba or a committee; or

(b} words spoken or used or a document or writing or
printing made or produced under the lawful authority of
the Maneaba or a committee.

Jurisdiction of the Court in respect of officers of the Maneaba

6. Neither the Speaker nor any officer of the Maneaba shall be
subject to the jurisdiction of a court in respect of the
exercise of a power conferred on or vested in him by or under

this Act.
Tmmunities from arrest and attendance

7. (1) No member shall be required to attend before a court or a
tribunal on any day -

(a} on which the Maneaba meets;
(b} on which a ccommittee of which that member is a memher

meets; or
(¢} which is within 5 days before or 5 days after a day
referred to in paragraphs (a} or {(b) of this saction.

(?) No officer of the Maneaba shall be -

{a) required to attend before a court or tribunal; and
(b) arrested or detained in a civil cause or matter,



on any day -

(c) on which the Maneaba or a committee upon which that
officer is required to attend meets; or

(d) which is within 5 days before or 5 days after a day
referred to in paragraph (c}.

(3) No person who is required to attend before the Maneaba or a
committee on a day shall be -

{a) required to attend before a court or tribunal; and
(b) arrested cor detained in a ¢ivil cause or matter,

on that day.

(4} Except as provided by this section, a member, an officer of
the Maneaba and a person required to attend before the Maneaba or
a committee has no immunity from compulsory attendance before a
court or tribunal or from arrest or detention, in a civil cause or
matter by reason of being a member or such an officer or person.

PART IIT
CONTEMPT AND LIKE MATTERS

Contenpts of the Maneaba
8. A mémber, stranger or other person who -

(a) by force, threat of force or threatening or insulting
words -

(1} compels or seeks to compel a member to vote or
declare himself for or against any motion or
proposal pending or likely to be moved or brought
before the Maneaba or a committee; or

(b) interferes with, resists or obstructs an officer of the
Maneaba in the execution or performance of any act
authorised or ordered by -

(i} the Maneaba;
{ii1) a committee; ox
{(iii)under this Act; or

(c) by act or words disturbs the proceedings of the Maneaba
or a committee or counsels or procures, another person
to disturb such proceedings; or

(d) induces or compels a person called or to be called to
give evidence before the Maneaba or a committee -

(i) to give false testimony;

(ii) to withhold true testimony; or

(iii)to refuse or fail to attend before the Maneaba or a
committee for the purpose of giving evidence,

is guilty of an offence and shall on conviction be liable to a
fine not exceeding $400 or to imprisonment for a term not
exceeding 6 months.
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i rPublifion of 9{1) Subject to suﬁsection‘ 2) of this secticn, a person who
|
coftempt s publishes any words, ormliy or in writing, or a cartoon, drawing
p ! ?
5 or other pictorial represzentation tending to bring the Manesba
@ into bhatred or contempt or ridicule is gutity of an offence and

shall be liable {0 a fine not exceeding $400 or imprisonment
for a term not excesding 6 months,

(2} Mo offence against subsection (1) of this secticn is hot
commitied 1f the publication conceme’ was such that, had the
material published been defamatory, it would have been protecied,”
justified or excused wunder the general law relating to defaznatio;i,

T

Publication, etc, 10. Notwithstanding anything in this act, where the
contrery to order Maneaba has ordered that any words or matter published in the Maneaba

of the Maneaba shall not be printed ox published, a persen who prints or

- publishes any report of those words or that matter or part
thoreof outside the Maneaba is guilty of an offence and shall
on conviction be liable to a fine not exceeding 3400 or -
imprisonment for a temm not exceeding & months,

Unauthorisged 11a i member, officer or employes, or a fomer member,
* disclosure of officor or coployee, of the Maneaba whe, except with the priox
| Mezneaba pacce- consent of the Speaker, discloses to any court or tribunal, ox
edings to-any person-who-has-a-duby-to -ingquire into-or -investigate any

matter, the contents of -

{a) any evidence given before the Maneaba-cr a
committce; or

(b) a rcport of the debates and proceedings of the
Maneaba that has not becn published with the
authority of thoe Mancaba; ox

{¢) a manuscript or document laid before the Manesba
or a commitice of the Manecaba that has not been
published with the authority of the Maneaba,

is guilty of an offence and shall on conviction be

liable %o a fine not excecding 3400 or imprisonment

for a term not exceeding 6 months, :

. Disclosure of 12, M officer or sdviser, or a former officer or adviser of the
i gonfidential Maneaba, who, except with the pricr consent of the member
infoxmation, ete conccyned or of the Speakor, reveals to another person any confi-

dential information or other matter given to him, in his capacity
as such, by a member is guilty of an offcnee and shall on
conviction be liable to a fine not exccoding $400 or imprison-
ment for a tem not excceding 6 monthe.
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Pringa felec copy  13(1) Subjcet to subsection (2) of this scotion, s porson whe =

of ACT, ete.
{2) prints or cruses 'ta be printed = document Durpor'tlng

Gt T
i L (1} to be ~ copy of ~n Ach, or of = roport, pepor,
: notice-prpor, ninutes, votes or proccodings of
. the Mrnoabs or prrt -thorcef of » committce or
pert thoreofy and

(i1} to be printod by the Govormment Priater or by or
under the muthority of the Menosbn, » commitioce
the Sporkor or the Clork of the Manceba; or

() tonders in ovidedeo such » document, knowing the
doecuncnts not to be so printed, '
ig guilbty of s offence »nd ghrll on conviection be lisble to
impriscrment for a tum not exccoding 3 years,

(2) it the sourt in sny civil or criminnl pmccedmgs for
UllbllShlIlg ‘the docurent feferzred to in subsection (1) of this
scetion is satisfied thet the documont wns published hona fide
ené without malice, it shell enter judgemont or vexdict, as
the cnge n*y be, for tho dcfonclan‘t or -'ccusod.

PART IV
PRECINCTS OF THE MANEADA
Scrving of 14(1) A porson who, on 2 dny in rospeet of which thls section
process within epplics, =nd within the preecincts of the Mrnoaba -

the precinects :

(a) scrves, tendors or scrvice or oxecutes nny writ,
sumons, werrent, order or other process issued by
or with the authority of eny court or othorwise in
accordrnee with any law; or

(b) except ~s authorised by scetion 16 arrests snother
PCITSCNY
ig guilty of an offonec ~nd shell on conviciion be li=ble to = fine
net exceeding 3400 or imprdissmmont for o tém not excecding 6
nonths,

() This sootion rpplics in rcspoct of -

(2) =~ dey fixed by the Sperkor or by resolution of the
Meneabn or otherwise to be & dzy on which the
Meneabo will sit; and

(v) 2 day fixed by n committos to be 2 dey on whick
the commitice will sit,

dtrengex not 15, No stranger shnll be entitled, ~s of right, %o snteor or to
entitled to cntor remzin within the procinets of the Mernoeba,

or remain in

Heneaba
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pOTS: from
the pPecincts
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Directions of
Speaker

Power to order
attendance of
witnesses

Swmons to
witnesses

16£1) The Speaker may direct that a member whom the Maneaba has
ordered o be excluded or removed from the Chamber be excluded ox
removed from the Chanber,

{2) The Speaker may, at any time and whether the Maneaba is
sitting or not, dircet thst a strangsr be romoved from the precincts
of the Maneaba,

(1) In the ecxercise of his powers wnder subsections (1) and (2)
of: this section, the Spezker may regiire a person to sxcliude or remov
by rsasonable force the person whom the Speaker has directed to be
excluded or removed.,

(4) The Spesker and any person acting under his direction is no:
liable in any legal proceedings for any act done under this section,

17(1) Where the Speaker hed direeticd the exclusion of a person
from the precincts of the Mancada, ne such person shall - ‘

{a) refuse or fail to lcavo the precincts of the Haneabaj o1

(b) re-cnier or attempt o re-cnter the precincis of the
Meneaba while the dircetion is in force,

(2) Any person who contravenes subscction {1) of this seehion
ig guilty of an offence and shall on conviction be liable to0 a fine

~not-exceeding-$400 -or to-imprisonmont for a tern not ekoeding 6

nonths .
PAiRT T
WITNZ3SES
18, The HMancaba or a comnittec may order a member, stranger or

other person to attend before the Manesba or before a commities and
to give evidence or to produce any paper, btock, record, docwment or

~arbicle in the possession or under the contro] of such person.

19{1) fn order under section 18 of this jct -

(2} to attond before the Mancaba or a commitiee 1o give
evidence beforc the Maneaba or a committes as the
case may ber or

(B) e produce to the Manezba ox a committee, as the case

nay be, any paper, bock, docment, or article
ghall be issued by way of summons under the hend of the Speaker dn -
the case of the Mancaba oxr in the czse of a committee, the Chairman,

(2) A smmons issued under subsection (1) of this section -

{(a) shall be in Fom 1 or Fom 2 as set out in Schedule 1
to this fet;

(b) shall bs surved by an officer of the Manesba or a police
officer; and

C shall be served personally on the person to whom it is
r
dirccted,
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Warrant in case
of disobedience
tdﬁf_\-_pi,rmmons

Taking of
evidence

-8~

20(1) If a member, siranger or other person whom a summons igsued
under Section 19 has been served refuses or fails, after the tender
of expemses in accordance with e scale determined by the Speaker and
approved by the Maneaba under section 23 of this Act, o appear or %«
contimie in attendance in obedience to the summons, the Spesker or,
in the case of a committee, the Chairman mey issue a warramt for his

arrest. !

{2) & warraﬁt under subsection (1) shall be in Form 3 as seb oud
in Schedule 1 to this Act, and shall anthorise —

(2) the arrest of the person %o whem it relates; and

{b) his being brought before the Maneaba or a committee
to give evidence; and-

(c) hig detention in custody for the purpose of paragraph
(b) until he iz released by order of the Speaker or
of the Chairman, as the case may be.

{3) A warrant issucd wder this section may e exsouted by a
police officer. : ‘

. (4).  The person executing the warrvani may, with or withowt .. .
assistants, if resmonably necessary so to do under the circumstances
break and enter any bhilding, place or ship or aircraft for the
purpose of exeouting the warrant. '

{(5) The Speaker, or the Chairman issuing a warrant for the
arrest of a person under this section may, if he thinks fit by
endorsement on-the warrant direct that the person named in thke
warrant be released after arrest on his entering before a Judge
or Magistrate, into such recognizencc, for his appesrance before
the Maneaba or & committee in accordance with the summons as is
required in the endorsement.

21{1) The Maneaba or a committee that has been empowered to order
the attendance of witnesscs may —

{2) require that any facts, matters or things relating to
the subject of the ingquiry by the Haneaba or by a
committee be verified or ascertained by the oral
examination of witnesses; and

(b) cause a witness to be examined on oath.

{2) ‘Phe Clerk of the Monesba or the member presiding at a meeting
of a committee may administer an oath to = wiiness appearing before
a commitiee empowered under subsection (1) of this =mection to cause
siich witness to be examined on oath. :

{3) Where, in accorda‘nce with a summons under section 20 a
rerson attends before the Maneaba or & commities -
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Offences by
wilnesses, etc

Witnesga!
oxpenges

claim of
srivilege

-0u

(a) to give cvidence; or

(v} to produce a book, praper; document or article
gpecified in the sumons,
he shall not be compelled to anewer o question exeept by, or with
the consent of, the Speaker or the Chaiman of that committee,

22(1) Subject to section 23 of this ict, a person who is scrved
with a summons wnder scction 19 of this fAct and who -

{a) rcfuses or fails without riesonable excuse, to appear
at the time and at the place spesified in the summonss
or

(b) zofuses to be swom or o meke an affimmation; or

{c) refuses or fails, without rcasonable excuse, to answer
& question put fo him by, or with the dongent of, the
Speaker or the Chaimman; ox :

{a) rofuses or fails without reasonable excuse, to produce
to the Maneaba or to & committes any book, paper,
document or article gpocified in the summons;  or

(e) gives false evidence-or makes a-statement that o #4518
in any matorial particular; or :

(£} presents to the Mancaba or a committee a documont
that iz 4o his krnowledge false, .
is guilty of an offence and shall on conviction be liable te a fine®
no% exceeding $400 or imprisonment for a term not exceeding 6 months,

(2) It is a defence to a prosceution for an offence against
subsection (1)(c) of this sootion that tho answer to the guestion
that the defendant im charged with having refused or failed to
ariswer would tend to criminate him of an offence,

23, 4 wilness appearing before a cormmittee -
(a) to give evidence; or

{(8) +to rroduce any book, paper, dscument or article
shall be paid such witness' fecs and travelling expenses as the
Chairman thinks fit to allow, in accordance with a scale determined
by the Speaker and approved by the Manezmba,”

24(1) Where a person atitends before The Maneaba or z committee -

{a) to give cvidence; ox

(b) %o produce any book, peper), document or article
he may object -

(¢} to answering any guestion put o himy or
(a) to producing any book, paper, document or article:

on the ground that to =mmswer the question or to preduce the book,
paper, document or article would be contrary to the public interest,
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(2) Whewe a person abjects, under subsection (1) of this =ection,
to answering a question or to producing a book, paper, document or
article, the Maneaba or the cormittce shall, until the end of the
poriod of 72 hours referred to in Subsection (3) of this section,
desist from requiring an answer to the question or the produstion
of the book, paper, document or article, and tis 8peaker or the
Chairnan, as the casc may be =~

(a) shall immediately report to the Cabinet -
(i) +the objection taken; and

(ii) +the nature of the question asked or the bool,
paper, document or zrticle required to be
produced; and

(b) shall ask the Government whether the objection is
supported,

(3) When an inguiry is made under subsection (2)(b) of this
sootion, the Beretitonti, acting in sccoxdance with the advice of
Cabinet may, within 72 hours, deliver or rofuse to deliver to the
Spcaker oxr to the Cheirman a certificate wunder his hand, certifying -
that the answer fo the question or the production of the book, paper,

" docwunnent or article would be contrary to the public interest,

(4) If a certificate referred to in subsection (3) of thisg
scetion is delivered the Spezker or the Chaimman shall not reguire
the question to be answered or the book, paper, document oxr article
to be pwmoduced.

(5) If -

(a) the Beretitenti acting in accordance with the
advice of the Cabinet, refuses to deliver a certi-
ficate referred to in subsection (3) of this sectionjdr e

(b} at the end of the period of 72 hours referred to in
subsection (3) of this secbion he has failed to deliver
such a ceortificate, -

the obgectlon made by the person under subsection (1) of this section
shall be decmed to have heon disallowed and the person may be then
reguired by the Speakoer or the Chaiman -

(¢) to answer the question conoerndd; - or

(¢) to produce the book, papcr, dociment or article
coneaorned,



Interpieters'
caths

Dubty of inter-
pretgrs

Protection of
interpreters

Publ dcation of
documents and
cvidence

duthority for
certain public-
ations

Protection of
guthorised
publication

-1
2
PLED VI
INTIRPREFIRS
25(1) The Speaker ray authorise any person to be an interprotor
in the Manesba.,
(2) Before éntering on the dubics of his office, an interpretex

ghall take an oath or make an affirmation in the fomm sot out in
Sehedule 2 to this hety

26(1) An inte¥proter who translates, in the course of his dutics,
any matter for the Maneaba or for a committor or a member shall
to the best of his ability, correctly trenslate it.

(2) iny pexrson who contravencs subscetion (1) of this seciion is
guilty of an offence and shall on conviction be liable to a fine
not cxceeding $200 or imprisonment for a tomm not exceeding 3
months,

27, _Fxceopt as provided in scction 26 of this fet, no action,
civil or eriminal, lies against an intirpreter in respect of the
translation by him, in the course of his duties, or any matter for the
Maneaba or a committec or a member.

PARDT VII
PUBLTCATION OF CHRTATN FLAPTHRS

28, The Mancaba may authorised the publication of any document
1laid before it or of any evidence given before it.

29(1) When the Maneabs has ordered z document ox evidence 13 be
printed, the Maneaba shall be deemed, unless the contrary inténtion
appears in the order, to have authorised the Speakek to publish
thoed document or ovidence,

(2) The Maneaba shall be decmed to have authorised the Clerk of
the Maneaba to publish - .

(a) The notice-paper and the minutes(6f the procecdings
in the Maneaba; and

¢ report o o debates and proceedings o )
b th ) t of the debat d p di f th
Maneaba,

30(1) No action, sult or proccedings, civil or criminal, shall
lic against a person €or publishing any document or evidence
published wnder an suthority given undexr section 28 of this Act

or doemed to lmve boen given by virtue of scction 29 of this fct, 2
the defendant may bring before the gourt in which the action ox
progecution 1s pending or before a Judge or magistrate of that

sourt, after giving 24 hours' notice of his intention to do so to

the plaintiff, complainant, infommant or prosecufor -
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() a certificate under tho hand of the Speaker or the.
Clerk of the Meneaba on the dircction of the Sposker
stating that the document or evidence in respoct of
which the action or prosccubion has been commenced wasg
published under that authority; and

(b) an affidavit verifying the certificate,
and the court, Judge or magistrate -

(o) shall stay the setion or prosecution; and

{d) may order the plaintiff, complainant, infomant, or
prosecutor to pay the defondant his costs or defenoa,

. PLRT VIII
. BROADCASTTNG OF THE MiNEABA'S PROCTIDINGS

31(1) Yo person shell broadeast any proccedings of the Mancabs,
or part thereof or of a committee ox part thereof oxcept -

(a) by the suthority of the Mancaba and in accordence with
such conditions as are detomined by the Maneaba; or

(b) subject o section 10, in accordance with a detomine
ation by a committes,

(2) Any person who contravenes subscetion (1) of this section
is guilty of an offence-and ghall on conviction be 1iable 4o a fine
not exceeding 3400 ox imprisomment for 2 tomm of 6 months,

(3) No action, civil or criminal, shall lic against any person
for broadcasting any debates or procecdings of the lManeabs or part
thereof as pemitted by subscetion (1) of this section,

32, Tor the purpcses of -
(a) this icts and

(b} the gencral law relating to defamation,
& person broadcasting any debates or proceedings of the Mancaba
or part thereof as pereitted by section 31 of thisg Act is
entitled to rely, without question, on the accuracy ‘of -

{¢) & translation or interpretation of those debates
or procecdings or part thereof made for the purpo ses
of the Manecaba by a person authorised by the Speaker
to act as an interpreter in the Maneaba; and

() a tape~recording or othcr record of these debates
or proceedings or part thereof made or kept under
the authority of the Speaker,

and is not responsible for any defect, in the translation, inter~
pretation; tape-recording or record, as the cage may be,
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BLRT IX
MISCELLANEOUS

33. On an inguiry eonceming the privilege, immunities or powers
of the Maneaba or of a namber, a copy of any document printed or
purporting to have been printed -

(a) by the Goverrment Printer; or

(b) by the authority of the Speaker or the Clerk on the
direction of the Speaker; or

(¢) otherwise by or under the authority of the Maneaha,
is, in all courts and before all Judges and other persons evidence
of the procecdings,

34, For the purposes of this het, a certificate signed by or on
behalf of the Speaker or Chaimen stating that -

(a) a parficular documont was prepared for the purpose of
submission, ard submitted to the Maneaba or a
conmitioes

(v} a particular document was directed by the Maneaba
ox a comiittee to be treated as evidence taken in
camera

(c¢) certain oral evidence was takon bty the committee
in camerag

(d) a document was not published or authorised to be
Published by the Maneaba or a committeey

(e) a person is or was an officer of the Maneabag

(f) an officer is or was required to attend upon the
Maneaba or a committees

(8} a person is or was required to atiend before the
Maneaba or a committee; ox

(h) a day is a day on which the Maneaba or a committec met
or will meeb;
ig evidence of the matters contained in the certificatq.

35. No prosecution for an offence under this Act shall he
commenced without the sanction of the Attorney General given
after consultation with the Speaker and the Privileges Commitice
of the Meneaba estzblished under the Rules of Procedure,

36, Except as otherwise oxpressly provided for in this Aot
the suthority of thé Maneabs shall be significd by or mder tha
kand of the Speakex,



SCHEDULE 4

RIPUBLIC OF KTRIBATI

Privileges, Immunitics and Powers of the Maneaba nj. Manngatabu Act

Section 49 TORM 1

SUMMONS TC WITHESS BEFORE THR MANZLBA

The WManeaba ni Mawngatabu

WHEREAS the Manesba is concemed 4o inguire into

you are required by this
summong to attend, setting all other buginess aside, before the
Maneaba on , 19 at a.m./p.ﬂ.
and then and there to give evidence concerning the subject maiter -
of that inquiry, and then and there t¢ produce the fellowing books,
bapers, documents and articles:

Dated this day of 19 .

SPEAKER



&

REPUBLIC OF KIRIBATT -

Privilégos, Immunities and Powers of the Maneaba ni Mawmzatabu Act

Scction 19 FORM 2

SUMMONS TO WITNESS BEFORS COMMITTER

The Mancaba ni Maungatabu

To

You are required by this swmmons to atiend, setiing all othex
business aside, before the Committes of the Maneaba, appointed to
inguire and report to the Maneaba on
at 19 at a.mi/p.m. and
then and thers to give evidence concoerning the subject-matter of that inguiry,

and then and therc to produce the following books, papers, documents and
articles:

Dated this day of 19

Chaimsen of (Nene of Committec)
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REPUBLIC OF KIRIB.TT

Privileges, Immunities and Powers of the Manecaba ni Maungatabu Aot

Section 20 FORM 3

WARRAIT FOR THE (PPREFENSION OF A TITNESS WHO H.S DISOBIYED & SUMMONS

WHERSLS (inscrt name, address and occupation of witness) has
haen summoned to appear before the Mencaba (or as the case may be), but
has failed to appear in obedience to the sumuons :

These arc to command and authorise you to arrest {insert name
of the witness) without delay, and to bring him beforc the Maneaba
(or as the case may be) to give cvidence, and to dotain him in custod,
for that purpose until-he-ig relessed-by order of the Speaker- ‘
(or the Chairman, as the case may Dbe),

Dated this day of 19 .

Speaker (or Chaimman, as the case
nay be)

To: (insert doscripition of persons to whom it is addressed),



SCHEDULE 2

Section 25

Privilesges, Immunities and Powers of the Mancaba ni Maungatabu Act

INTERPRETER'S OuLTH AND AFFIRMATION

OATH

i, do swear by Almighty Cod that T will
well amd truly serve the Independent and Sovereign hepublic of

Kiribati and thet T will do the best of my ability coxrectly interpret
any matter that I am required to interpret as intcrpreter of the Maneabs
ni Haungatabu, . : :

3o help me Geod,

AFTFIRMLTION

I, _ s do solemnly and sincerely

affirmm that I will well and truly serve the Independent and

Sovereign Republic of FKiribati and that I will do the best of my
ability correctly interpret any matter that I am reguired fo interpret
as interpreter of the Maneaba ni Maungatabu,
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SCHEDULE 3

Section 2

PRECINCTS OF THE MANSABA

211 that piece of land situsted at Bairiki, Tarawa itoll,
Kiribati Group deseribed as Lot.B4.35 (Maneaba ni Maungatabu site)
containing an area of land of 0,767 acres or thersabouts bounded by
a2 line commencing at point Leing the site of the beacon 1551 along
a grid bearing of 187 degrees 48 minutes for 74.85 metres to E552;
thence zlong a grid bearing of 94 degrees 59 ninutes for 39.87
metres to I549; thence along a grid bearing of 9 degrees 45 minutesg
for 68,28 metres to E550; thence along a grid bearing of 9 degrees
45 minutes to the High Water nark; thence westwards along the High
Hatexr mark to a point where the extension of tha 1line 552 to EB51
interscots the High Water mark; thence along a grid bearing of 187
degrees 48 minutes to E551 the point of commencoment; ,

Polnts 3549, @551, and E552 are all concrete beacons with a
metal stud locating theim centres, Their cooxrdinates, from which
the grid bearings and distances are calculated, are all referred
to the Tarawa Local Grid, The coordinates of the points and
paramcters defining the grid aye held by the Tands and Survey
Division of the Ministry of Home iffairs snd Decentralisation,

The said area is particularly delinecated and marked red on
the plen deposited in the Lands and Survey Division as Registered
Plan number B43,



THE PRIVILEGES, TEMUNIT LSS LND POYERS OF THE MANEABA
NI MAUNGLTABT ACT 1986

EBPLANATORY MEMCRANDUM

The Drincipal object of this fdct ig 4o provide for the privileges,
immmitics and Powers of the Maneaba ni Mevngatabu, TPhe source of the
auvthority of the Maneaba to enact such legislation is o be found under
section 76 of $he Constitution itself, That section reads ag followy:

“76(1) Subject to +the Provigions of this section the Maneabs
ni Mavngatahy may detemine the privileges, immunitieg and
bowers of the Maneghbs and of its members,

(2) Ho civil orp criminal proceedings may be instituted
againgt any member of the Maneaba for worgs spoken before,
or written in 5 report to, the laneahs or a comittes of the
Maneaha, or by reason of any matter ox thing brought by him in

the Maneaba, or in g committee of the Haneaba,

¢ivil jurisdiction shall be scrved or.executed within the
Precinets of the Maneabs while the Manecaba is sitting,"”

This gection therefore enpowers the Mancaba ni laungatabu to deter
nine its own privilepes, Immunities and boweras and that of iig members,
its committees and any other connected burposes which is the principal

burpose of thig Aot

Purther it would appear to he the intention wnder the saigd section
of the Constitution that the Maneabs and its members showld at 211 times
enjoy freedom of gpeech, freedom from arrest and immunity from any civil
brocess of a court while the Maneaba ig sitting, In short this meang that
these particular parliamentary rivileges and immunities are ehshrined in
our Constitution, Thus it would appear that the operation of any future
legislative enactment by the Maneaba including this .ot burporting to
provide for or amend the privileges, immunities and Dowers of the Maneaba
is subjoct op timited to these enshrined snd inhercent privilages,
immunitics ang powers of the Mancaba in g sense that their engoyment by
the Maneaba angd its members ete, will not depend on the existence or coming
igto operation of any such legislative enactment including +this Antae,

In view of the above it is to be noted this Lot does not deal with
2ny of the inherent op enshrined privileges, immunities and powers of the
Maneaba, TIngtead it spells out in sone detail certain important matters
which appear not to have been clearly defined or covered by the gaid secction
76 of the Constitution,



This printed impression has been carefully examined by me
with the Bill which passed the Mancaba ni Maungatabu on the
17th day of December, 1986, and it is found by me fo be

a true and correctly printed copy of the said Bill,

1" ’ K
s
1[’ H
Fo.
I

l.--q.oq-et-nvooaoootuou
Clerk to the Haneaba ni.
Mamngatabu,

Published hy exhibition -

(2) at the Public Office of the Bovetitembi
this 21€ day of Foma 198F.

(b} at the Maneaba ni Maungatab
this Q) 244 day of - 198F .

J

Yesorisrveiventstoesrsvantrs

Clerk to the Mancaba ni
Haungatabu,



Section 1

Secticn 2

Section 3

Section 4

ZXPLINATION OF SECTIONS

[}
o

Part 1 - Preliminary

Shoxrt title
Interpretation

This section provides for the definition necessary for the Act,
"Committes’ ig defined to cover all committees of the Maneahs
including a committge of the whole Haneaba,

“Member” is defined for the purpose of thig fict to also
cover the Speaker who ig not & member of the Manegba, This
means however that the privileses and immunities which are
to be enjoyed by the memberg will also bo enjoyed by the
Speaker,

time), the entire Haneabsa building and offices within such

for the use of members of the public cte, and any open space
outside such building as set out in Schedule 3 to this Aet,

Bzsentially this geotionis a saving of power provision, As
such it provides that

(2) this it is subject to the Constitution, ang

(b) .?ﬁifffﬁﬁﬁrgfﬁthe Maneaba, a committce or Speaker
under the Constitution and Rules of Procedure of the
Maneaba are not in any way limited or affectsa by the
provisions of thig Aet,

Part IT - Privilepes and Immunitieg

Freedom from frrost,

This section provides that a member shall enjoy

(a) freedon from civil arrest five days before and five
days after the Maneaba meets or met or Committee of
the Maneaba of which that member is a member; and

(b) freedem from criminal arrest on any day whilst such
member ig within the precincts of the Maneaba and while

the Maneaba or 8 commititee of the Mansaba of which that
member is a m mber meets, )
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Section &
Section 7
Section §
Section 9

’oction 5

aa
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This seetion provides that any person shall be immune from any
Aivil or criminal broceedings for

(a) any act done under the lawful eutlority of the Maneabs
Oor a committee of the Maneaba; oy

(b) words spoken or used etc. under the lawful authority
of the Maneaba or g cormitice of the Maneaba,

Jurigdiction of the Court in respect of officers of the
Manieaba,

Thig section provides that the Speaker and any officer of the
Maneaba are not subject to the jurisdiction of the Court with
Togard to the exercise of their powers under this Act,

Immunities from arrest and attendance of a court or tribunal;
This section provides that any member of the Maneaba shall not
be required to attend before a court or tribunal on the game
basgis as provided under gogtion 4 of this Act, The Same
protection extends and applies also to officers of the Maneaba
whe are not required to attend before a court or tribunal or
arrcsted in respect of any c¢ivil case nr matter 5 days before
or 5 days after the Mancaba meets ox met, This protection
however operates only when their attendance is actually

required by the Maneaba or a commitice of the Maneaba which

meets otherwise such protection is not available. The
rationale behind this is that an officer of the Maneazbs ig
vory much part of the Manegbe as a nember in that without
its officers the Maneaba would not he able to perform itg
funetions and discharge its duties under the Constitution,

Part IIT - Contempt and Like Matters
Contenpts of Maneaba,

This section provides for the various kinds of contempt of the
lMancaba such as forcing or threatening members to do or not

to do anything in the Maneaba and generally any act which
interferes with nembers and officors and the proper function-
ing of the Maneaba. Any of this 2ct when cormitied are offenceg
wider this Act punishable on conviction with a4 fine

of $400 or imprisonment not exceeding 6 months,

Publication of Contempt.

Sub-gection (1) provides for the publication of any writing,
cartoon, drawing, etc,, tonding to bring the Maneabs, into
hatred or contempt or ridicule to he an offence runishable
on conviction with g fine of $400 oy imprisorment for a term
not exceeding 6 months,
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Y, Sub-section (2) provides that it is a defence against a charge
. under sub-section (1) if the publication concerned is protected
Justified or excused under the general law relating to defamation

Publication contrary to order of the kanecaba,

.

Section 10

This section provides that any publications contrary to the
Order of the Manesba is contempt of the laneaba punishable on
conviction with a fine of $400 or imprigonment for a temm not
exceeding 6 months, : B,

This section provides that any unauthorised disclosure of
proceedings of the Maneaba is an office wmder this Bot, .

Section 11

oo

This section provides that any disclosure of confidential
information by an officer or adviser of the Maneaba ig an
offence under this .ct,

Section 12

Section 13 § This section prrovides that printing falsc copy of Act, report
or paper, minutes, notes, etc., of the Faneaba or a committee
of the Maneaba is an offence,

Part IV - Precincts of the Mancaba
Section 14 : This scction provides that it is an offence to serve any court
process within the precincts of the HManeabz on gy day while

the Maneaba or & committee is sitting,

This section provides that no stranger iz entitled to enter or

Section 15
to remain within the precincts of the Yaneaba and a stranger
is defined as "any person other than az member of officer of
the Maneaba,".

Section 16 :  This soction provides for the Speaker to be able to direct

the removal of a member after being ordered by the Maneaba or
a stranger from the Chamber jor the precincts of the Maneaba
as the case may be,

Thig section mwovides that 5ny direction given by the Speakerx
under section 16 must be obeyed otherwise any person who
contravenes such direction commits an of fence tnder this Act,

Section 17

)

Part V -~ Titnese

Section 18 These moctions provide for the Maneahs or.its committes to be

ard 19 able to order the attendance by way of a summiong of a member,
stranger. or other person before the Maneaba, or its committees
to give evidence or to produce documents, The form of a
summons is in Fomm 1 or Form 2 ag set out in Scheduls 1 to
this Act,

wa
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This section proevides for the issue of g warrant of arrest
by the Maneaba or itg cormittee for any person (witness) who
had disobeyed a swwmons issued under gection 19.

LT

J Section 20

This section provides that the Maneaba or its commitiee can
examine a witness on oath., Such witnesgs however Bhall not be
compelled to answer g auestion except with the congent of the
Speaker or Chairman of a committee ag the case may be,

Seetion 24

LTS

This section creates g number of various offences that may be

Section 22
committed by a witness appearing before the Mansaba or a
comaittee,

Section 23 This gection brovides for a witness fee and travelling allowe
ance to be paid by the Maneaba in sccordance with what the
Chalrman sees fit 4o allow but based on the scale of feesn
and travelling expenses as detemained by Speaker purguant
to this section,

Section 24 This section provides for any witness aprearing before the

Meneaba or a commitiee to be able to refuse or-okject to
give evidence oy produce any docurent- required by the Maneaba
Cr a committee on the ground that such svidence oY document
is privileged ox the 8ilving of such evidence or production
of such document ig contrary -to the public interest ‘
(Sébtibn”24(1))- It is further provided under thig section
that where a witness objects upder sub-section (1) of thig
section the Speaker or the Chaimman as the case may be shall
immediately report to the Cabinet the objection taken and the
nature of the quegtion asked or the document required to be
produced and shall ask the Government whether or not the

T objection is suppéxﬁedi(secti0ﬁ324(aﬂa. ‘Once: the tréport ig

certificate under his hang to the Speaker or Chaiman cert-
ifying that the answer to the question or the production of

the document would be contrary o the public interest

(scction 24(3)), Upon receipt of the certificate under section
24(3) the Speaker or Chaiman shall not require the question

to be answerédd or the document to be produced (section 24(4)).

Where the Berctitenti acting in accordance with the advice
of the Cabinet refuses or failg to deliver g certificate
referred to under sub-secetion (3) within 72 hours of receipt
of the report referred to under sub~scetion (2) then it shall
be assumed that tho objection has been disallowed and thusg
the Speaker or Chairman shall require the person objecting

to answer the gquestion or produce the document concerned,

Hotes Some consequential amendments to the Rulos of Frocedure of the
Maneaba ni Maungatabia will be necessary particularly the rules relating to
the taking of evidence by the commitioss of the Maneaba.



Jections 25,
26 and 27

seetion 28

Section 29

Scction 30

Sections’ 34
and 32

Section 33

Section 34

o

S

Part vI - Interpreterg

These sections ¥rovide that the Bpeaker may authorise any
berson to be gp interpreter of +he Mancaba, who ig reguired
to take an oatpy or to affirm, to corrcetly trenslate any
mattor for the Maneaba to the best of his ability otherwisge
he commits an offence. An interproter however is immume
from any civil or criminal procoedings in respeet of:matﬁers
translatea by him in the course of his duties as an inters
pretor of the Mancaba, :

Part VIT . Publication of Certain Matters

This section provides that an order or authority under scotion
28 implies that the Bpedker ghall he deemed to have been
authorised to publish the documont concemed, It is further
provided undcr this scetion that the Clerk of the Maneaba ig
deemed to have been authorised to publish the notice paper

and mimatcs. cr +ho broceedings and the report of debates and
broceedings of tho Faneaba,

This_sagtion.providos-that any persén publishing anyjevidence
or docuren ¥ undor Letimng 28 =nd 29 of this Act is immunc
from any eivil oy crimingl procucdings whatsoever,

Part VIII - Broadeasting of the Mancaba's Froceedings

These sections provide that .

(2) the broadeasting of proccedings of the Hancaha o its
committoe ig prohibit.d unlese authorised by the Mancaba,
or its committoes

(b) it is an offence to contravene (a) unless authorised
a8 required;

(¢) where the broadcasting of +ha proccedings of the Fanecaba,
cte., is authorised vndcr this scetion then any porson
concemed 18 immune against any civil orp criminal

proceedings,

Part I¥ - Miscellaneous

purporting to have been printed by the Government Printer,_
by the authority of the Speaker, or Clerk ig evidence of the
broceedings for the purposes of any judicial Proceedings,

This section provides that for ths Purposes of this gct o
certificate signed by or on bchalf of the Speaker or

Chaiman of g committee relating to the variois matters set
out in paragraph (a) (& docwnent was in fact submitted to the

Mancaba), (t) (a document was dirccteg by the Maneaba to be treated;

as evidence taken in camera), (c¢) (cortain oral evidence was
taken by the committoe in camera), cici; is evidence of the
natters containea in the certificate,



Section 35

Section 36

can only commence with the sanction of the Attorney Gencral
given after consultation with the speaker and the Privileges
Committee, It ig anticipated that after the bassing by the
Maneaba of thig fAct & Privilegos Conmittcee will be established
by the Maneaba 1o deal with any mattors‘rclating to bhe
privileges, Immunities and powers of the Maneahs as provided
for by the Constitution and this iet, '

This section provides that the authority of +he HManeabg shall,

unless the contrary intention aprears in thig Act be slgnificg
by the Speaker,

Michael Noaug Takabwebwe
The Attorney General

LEGAL REPORD

I hereby certify that in Ay opinion none of the Provisions of the above
Act confliet with the Constitution ~ng that the Beretitonti nRy properly
assent to the Act,

Hichnel I, Trlenbwebwe
The Atterney Genornl
17th December, 1986



