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REPUBLILU OF KIRIBATI

ENVIRONMENT ACT 1999
Mo ¥ ol 1999

SOUTHERN LINE ISLANDS MARINE PROTECTED AREA REGULATIONS 2020

ETRE

in exercise of the powsrs conferred by section 430 1) andd 86{1 of the Ewviromnenr 4ot 1099 fay
amendedd), and aeting in sccondancs with the advice of the Cabingt, | hereby make the fnllowing

L. Short title
These reguiations may be ched as the Soushes

:

Ldne lboweds Maring Prow

o Arew Regulavions 2024,

2. Objectives

The objectives of these Regulatinng sren-

ibe 3 protected ares for the conservarion and protection of the werrestrial and marbe
resouross of the Southern Line Blands, suliect 1 such conditions as are inchuded herein,

(2% o preseribe particelar Hoenses arad permity for regulating cortain sutivities in the Southern
{re Islands Protected Avea and o establish a suhedule of penaidies for all astbvities affecting
the Scuthern Ling lands Protected Arsa.

(33 Toimplement the Cabinet decision of 28 December 2018, approving, imter alia, the
eatabiishmeny of the Southern Line [slands Protected Aren comprising of the werrestrial areas of
the Southern Line Islands ramely Flint, Vobstok, Starbuck, Malden and, Millenium, and maring
rerie up to 12 nauice! miles as 2 no-take Marine Protecied Aseg.

KN Commencement

These Regulations shall come inta force on the date of its publication.

4, Definitions
frt these Regulations-

AL mars the Environmient Aot {999 and subseguent amendmenis;

R means the International Linton for the Conservation of MNatuess
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“management plan” means & set of principles, practices and procedures applicable to the wrresirial and
marine resources of the Southern Line Islands, duly established pursuant w0 the terms of seetions 45 and
47 of the Act;

“management commitize” means the committes duly established by the Minister pursuant to the terms of
section 46 of the Act;

“Sinister” means the Minister for the time being responsible for the environment;
“Winistry” means the Ministy for the time being responsible for the envivonment;
“PIPA” means the Phoenix Islands Protected Arca;

“mroteeted ared” within the context of the SLIMPA means g large. zoned, multi-use land and maring area
managed for conservation and sustainable use under UCN Category Ib ~ Wilderness Area;

*sublic authority’ has the same meaning as in the Act; and
“SLIMPA” means the Southern Line Islands Marine Protected Area.

5. Protected area prescription and World Heritage nomination

{1}y The Minister hereby presoribes the follewing area as an area protected for conservation and
sustainable use purposes pursuant o section 43 of the Aot

Flint island

Volstok Island

Starbuek Island

Sadden tsland; and

Millenium {otherwise known as Caroling) island

the lagoons and interngl waters {iF any) of each island and out 10 12 nautical miles bounded by straight
fines connecting the points in the order specified in SCHEDULE 1.

{23 This protected ares shall be kKnown s the Southern Line Islands Marine Protected Ares,

{3) This protected area shal also be nominated 1 the World Herttage Committee established under the
Warld Heritage Convention, for the inclusion on the World Herltage list.

{4} The Southern Line Islands Protected Area shall be recognized and managed as 8 Category Ih
Wilderness Area according to the definitions, objectives for managementand guidance provided by
the [UCN’s 1994 (heddelines for Protected Arsa Management Categories. The relevant extract of the
CGuidelines is attached a3 Appendix 1,

6. SLIMPA Management Committee and Management Plan

(1} The Minister shall establish a SLIMPA Managersent Commmittes, which shall be chaired by the
Secratary of the Ministry, and shall comprise representatives ofi-
(&) the Principst Environment Officer;
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7.

{h the Baviremment and Comservation Diviston of the Ministry
2% the PIPA Implemenation Offfce of the Misdsry:
{di e Mindsirtes fr the Ume belng responsibie

{ fishestex®
{ she Lisg islands;
{ firmnce;

fivy tourtam
forelgn affairs; and
{¥1}  oowumeron;
fe} the Office of the Atormey Ceneral; and
13 the Kirihatt Polics Rervice.

The SLIMPA Maregement Conunities shail

prepars o draft maragement plan and susirinable financing mechanisms for the SLIMPA,

resolve fnter-ageney difarances and make recommendations to the Minister relating to

actions mszociated with the mar of the SLIMPAL

(e provide sueh advice ag the Minister may seek related o acdvities irothe SLIMPA, inchuding
proposed development aotivities; sl

(03] monior e mnagement of SLIMPA and make such reports a3 the Minigter might reguire
seanpliance with the terms of the At these regulations, the SLIMPA managesernt plan,

and any other ireernationsd reaty agresmments or third party contractual agresmrents emered

inter for the purposes of susaining the conservation susiainable e of the SLIMPA,

2 SLIMPA Management
Cormittee shall develop and the Miniser, he advice of the Cabineg,
shall adopt 1 SLIMPA management plan that is consizuen with the Act, these Regulations, and any
irternational treaty agresments or third party contractual agreements entered ingn for the purpases
of sustaining the conservation and sustaingble we of the SLIMPA

The SLIMPA management pl 1 adentify such maragemend simes and associated sllowable
activities &g are approgriae By implementing the purposes of this regulation and the A

Except as provided i Regulstion 11 below, pending adoption of the pmoagement plan, no setivity
that tahes place in or affeets the SLIMPA or placss o8 olsk the coological integrity of the SLIMPA
sttt be Hoensed, approved or undertaken by any public aubority without the supress wrisen
sutharization of the Mindaer

A3 part of the menagerrent plan, mnd sultiect b available funding, the Minister shall develop and
imnplement » monitoring program desigred to ensure that the objectives of the At these
Regulations, and the SLIMPA management plan are being accomplished,

Maring conservation, management and development

frs addition fo such other reps & a8 may be estabiished by these regulstions or the management
plan, all provisiors of Parts 1L 1Y, ¥, Viand Vi of the Act dall fully apply within the SLIMPA avall

Hingk.
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SLIMPA Management Plan

The objectives of the SLIMPA are specified in 2 management plan developed by the SLIMPA
Management Comraittee and the Principal Eavirnnment Officer, in accordance with the
provisiens of Part V of the Aet. -

{n addition to the management principles set out in sextion 45(1) of the Act, the SLIMPA
management plan shall ensure that ail activities tha wke place in the SLIMPA are designed for
the benefit of present and futwre generations, To that end, the SLIMPA managernent plan shall
frplement such necessary measures as are necessary for the following oldectives:

{a} o conserve axd manage substantial examples of marine and terrestrial systems t ensure
their long-erm viability ard to maintain genetic diversity

{5 w0 samserve depleted, threatened, rare or endangered species and popudations and, n
particular, w preserve habitats ponsidered crivical for the survival of such species;

{¢} o conserve and nunage areas of stenificance in the SLIMPA to the Hife cycles of
gennondeally important species such as tnag

(i} to prevent human activities fom detdmentally affecting the SLIMPA;

{2} 1o preserve, prowect, sl manage historical, cultiral and archeological stes and natural
aesthetic values;

6 ter facilitate the interpretation of marine and terrestrial systems Tor the purposes off
conservation, education and urism;

(g) 0 gectmmodate within the appropriate management regimes a broad speeteum of mult-
use human activities compatiblie with the primary goal of marine and terrestrial
conservation and sustainable use, including appropriute fshing, ecologieally-sound
sourisen, and sustalnable aconomic development;

[£3] s provide for ressarch and training and for monitoring the environmental effects of
hurnan activites, including the direct and lndirect effects of the developmen activities;
and

6] 1 ensure congistancy between all actvities tking place in the SLIMPA and any third-
party conservation contracts iny which the Mirser may choose 1o enter with the sdvice

and approval of the Cabinet for the conservation and long-term sustainable use of the
SLIMPA,

Conservation and management measures

Al persons and corporations engaged in conduct in the SLIMPA must comply with all
somservation and management measures 5 specified in the Act, these Regulations and the
SLIMPA managemern plan,

Adl public authorities are obliged to conduct all sctivities within the SLIMPA, or that ars likely 1o
have effects on the SLIMPA, consistently with the Act, these Reguiations and the SLIMPA
management plan,

The SLIMPA management plan shall be consistert with any intermational obiigations ar
agreements relating i the ervironment entersd inte by Kiriban,

Additional conservation and mansgement measires may be specified by the Minister ot inthe
SLIMPA management plan as reguired.
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SLIMPA permit, Heense and penalty provisions

With respect ter any sctivity having an =8t or the potential for an effess on the SLIMPA, all
Hegnses, pavmits, or sthier approvals maued by the Minister, ax well 35 any othey license, perail,
ar approval fssued by any other mablic suthority, shall be consistent with the provisions of the
SLIMPA mansgernent plan, these Regulations ard the Act.

) o any other Hoenge, permit or approval required by the Act, and subjut 1o Rurther
speeifivation in the SLIMPA mansgeman plan, S ollowing permit and Hoense reguirements
shall e n force nthe SLIMPA and rphomented a8 part of the marsgemoent sctivities
SLIMPA-

() setentific, eultural, o educational studies - special permissioo is reguived fom the
Principal Environment Officer for somducting any sclentife or educutional sudy within
the SLIMPA;

Aronment
PG

(b colfentivn of sprelmers - special periniishn & regquized from the Prireipal £

Officer for the colizetion of any soiemific specimens or sarrples trony the SLIR

(e} special permits - any special perrmission must he obtain ot the Prinoipsl

Enviromment Bficer prior 1o the start of any activity. Special conditions raay be sached
to the perrait including reporting reguirements. The Prinvipal Bovivonmen Officer shall
peomptly aotily the BLIGPA management soomittiee of &l spenial parrait in force for e
SLIMPA;

{if the SLIMPA reasagament pia farther specify perraits, the conditions of permiis
ard the process Tor obwaining permits B vishors fo the SLIMPA for prrpases of diving,
isiting the atolls i the SLIMPA, wud resreational fishing: and

(e} the RLIMPA management plan shall further specifies schedules Yor any procassing or
uae fess asuocinted with SLIMPA permits and Hoeraes,

in addition to dre offences ser out in Part 1 of the Aoy, dee SLIMPA management plan shall
eatablish such additional offmees purishable by fines not to excesd $100.000 ar erms of
teaprisorment not i exeeed Sve yomrs, o hoth thar are conaidered necessary 10 endoree th
practives and procedures established tn the SLIMPA management plan. Any vivlaton of those
practives or srozedures shall sonstinne o vietation of these reguiations and the Act

The Principal Enviropmerd Offiner shall have primary responsibiliny and authority o commence
civil, arimingd, frgunetive, ar other action agairst any person or corporation reasonably dulieved
o b in viokation of the Act, these regulations, or the SLIMPA management plan,

The Principal Environmen Officer shall have primary responsibiiiny and suthority 1o wmend,
suspend, revoke or withhold any Heense or other awhorization issued 10 a persen or corporation
reasonably believed 1 be o viclation of the rrms of thelr Haense or suthorization, the terms of
the SLIMPA management plan, these regulanons or the &t
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1%,  Savings and transitional

Agry existing Tieenses, authorization and sgreemenis gramting approval for any wndertakings or activities
within SLIMPA shall remain valid and such undertakings or activities carried out pursuant i those
ficenses, asthorization and agreements shall continue subject to the SLIMPA requirements, unt and
unfess otherwise decided by the Cabinet.

12, Miscellapeons

(1} The Minster, in copsultation with the SLIMPA management committee and the Pringipsd
Esnrvirommernt Officer, shall issug a Feport o the state of SLIMPA every four years. The seport

shall inciude the following eovi {and ingicators~

3] bird population trends;

{31 bird neating pairs population frends;

{c} five coral cover trends;

{h tected reef fsh population trands;

{e} reef shark population trends;

{H wrtle population trends;

) pelagie comditions within the SLIMPA, including fisheries landings trends;

(i anmual visitor number treads; and

i such other maners a8 the SLIMPA management cornmittes desrns aporopriate (o report,

(2) The Miniser may requirs, by written notice, 3 Heensee or parmit holder, public suthority, or
other person © presert information refevant o the report, Such person or entity shall comply with
& request of the Mindster within ong mogh of receiving it
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SCHEDULE 1

SLIMPA Map, Boundaries and Coordinates

LEGEND / YK Caroline
: c Island

LRELInt
Island
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Omted this 0 day of July 20280

TEKITY 1
Miniswer fr Sevieommen, Lands
anct Agricultural Developmens

T

L
Pabtished by exhibition at the Office of the Bereritentd dds 3}&% of July 2024

N THR NAOMIE BIRTBO

Secrsiary o the Uabinat
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