
NITIJELA OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS 

32ND CONSTITUTIONAL REGULAR SESSION, 20ll BILL NO:I00NDl 

1 

2 AN ACT 

3 to amend c.ertajn ptovisi\lns nntler Title 51 of the Marshall Islauds Revisetl Code, namely the 
4 Marshall Islands ~rine Resources Act 1997 (51M1RC Ch. t), the Fisheries Act (51 MIRC Ch.2), 
5 Fishing Access and Licensing Act (51 MmC Cb. 4) and the Fisheries Enforcement Act (51 MmC 
6 eli.S}. in order to address certain gaps, and to 1Jlodemize snch laws in light of recent development 
7in international, regional, and sub-regional fisheries law. 
S 
9 BE IT ENACl'EJ) BYTHE NlTIJELA OFTHErRErPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS: 

10 
11 Section L Short Title. 

l2 This Act may he cited as the 'Title 51 (FiSheries) Amendment Act, 01'2011. 

l3 Section 2 .. 
14 
15 

Amendments to the Marshalnslands Marine Resources Act, 1997.(51 MIRC 
C/I,I). 

16 (1) 
17 

Section HJ2 onhe Marshall Islauds M.arine Respurces Ad, 1997 is hereby amended as 
follows: 

18 
19 (a) By Inserting the following: 

20 "In this Title", (to provide for the context in which the definitions in Seotionl 02 are to be 

21 read"); 

22 (b) By inserting the following new defjnitionsas follows: 

23 "Areas beyond the Fishery Waters" l11eansareas pf high seas and. any other waters under 

24 the Jurisdiction of another coastal State; 

25 "competent Authority" means the Authority exercising the fUnctipns in accordance with 

26 §119(1)(g) bfthis Title; 

27 "export" means to: 

28 (al send or take out of the country; 

29 (b) attempt to s.end or take out of the cQuntry; 
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receive on account or consignruem for pUlpOSeS of (a) or (b); 

act as an agent for :mol her person for purposes of ( a) -(e); 

carry or transport anythiJlg for purposes: of Ca) - (d); 

send to another country after lransshipment at p()rt; 

5 "fish" nieanS any aquatic plant or animal, whether piscine or not; and included any oyster 

6 or other mollusk, crustacean. coral, sponge, holthurian (htlch-de-met), Or other 

7 cGhinoderm turtle and. marine nwnmal, and includes their eggs, spawn, spat and all 

8 juvenile stages and any of their parts; 

9 "fish processing establishment" meanS any place where tish areeut up, dismembered, 

10 cleaned, sorted, loined, C<lIlned, dried, gntted, salted, iced, chilled, fr();ren or otherwise 

11 preserved or processed for sale; 

12 "fish product" means any product in which .fish is an ingredient or cOll1ponent. 

13 "Historic preservation site" has the same meaning as in the Historic Preservation Act 

14 1991; 

15 "International conservatitm and management measures" mean a measnre to conserve 

16 and manage one or more speci(;ls of livi\lg marine resonrces that is a,d.opted a,nd appli'id., in 

17 accordance with the relevant rules of irtternationallaw; 

18 "Illegal fishing" means fishing activities: (a) conducted by national or foreign vessels in 

19 waters under the jurisdiction of a State, without the peunission of that State, or in 

20 contravention of its laws and. regulatiol1s; or (b) conducted by vessels flying the flag of 

21 States t1wtare parties to a releVant regi.onal fisheries management organization but 

22 operate .in contravention of the conservation and management measures adopted by that 

23 organization an.d by which the States are bound, or relevanl provisions of the applicable 

2 
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1 international law: or (c) in violation of national lawfi or international obligations, 

2 including those LUldertaken by cooperating States to a relevallt regional fisheries 

3 maJ1agement. orgallizati on; 

4 'Mal'shall JslMds Record of Fishing Vessel,' m\lans The Recorct established under §;503 

5 of this Title; 

6 "MobUe TraJ1soeiver Unit" rneallS a device approved by the Autbority alld placed on a 

7 fishing vessel that transmits, eithet in conjunction with unoiher device or deVices or 

8 independently, infonnation concerning the position, fishing alld SUGh other activities of 

the vessel as may be required; 

10 "unreported Ji~hing" meMS fishing activities which have not been reported, Or have been 

11 misreported, to the. relevMt national authority, ill contravention of llational laws and 

reguiations; or ul1cfertaken in the area of Gornpete.nce of a relevant regional .fishel'ies 

13 rnaJ1agement organization which have not been reported or have been misreported, in 

14 contravention ofthe reporting procedures of that organization; 

15 "unregulated fishing;' nleallS fishing activities (a) In the area of application of a relevant 

15 regional fisheries .managenletlt organization that arc. copductcd by vessels without 

17 natiollality, or by those tlylng the flag of a State not party to that organization, or by a 

18 fishing entity, in a manner that is n.ol consistent with or contraven\lS the conservation and 

19 maJ1agement rneasures qfthat orgrulization;ot (b) in areas 01' for fish stocks. in relation to 

2Q which there are n9 applicable conservation or rnaJ1agement measures and where such 

fishing activities are conducted in a manher inconsistent with State responsibilities for the 

22 COl1sefvationoflivillg marine resources under illtcOlatiollal law; 

3 
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"operator" means any person who is in charge of or directs or contwls a fishing vessel, or 

fish pwcessing establishment or for whose direct economic or financial benefit a vessel 

or establishm ent is being used, including themaSler, owner, manager and charterer; 

"ownCr" in relation to a fishing vessel or a fIsh processing establishment means any 

person exercising Or discharging Of claiming the tight or accepting the obligation to 

exercise or discbargeany of the .powers or duties of an owner whether on his own behalf 

or '6n behalf of ~nother and includes a person who is the owner jointly with any other 

person or persons and any manager, director or secretary of any body, corporale 

or company; 

"sportfishing'i meahs the use or hiring out of a fis!:1ing v"ssel or se.rvices thereof Ibr 

recreational fishing purposes, but does not include commercial t1shing; 

(2) 

"ves$el monitoring system intbnnation" means aU data and intomiatiOl1 generated, 

obtained or collected in respect to the operatiqn of the. vessel rnoniloringsys(ew. as 

reqJriredun4er this Title; 

Section 119 of the Marshall Islands Marine Resources Act, 1997 is hereby amended to 

rcadas follows; 

§llIJ.PoWeJrSllndFunc.tionsofthe Allthority. 

(I) Unless otherWise provided in this TiUe, the Aut!:1ority shall have the exclusive poWers 

and f1lllcfiolls to: 

(a) conserve, manag<l and sustainably develop all. resources in tI:1e Fis!:1ery Waters and 

seabed and subsoil therc-1lllder, in accordMce with the principles and provisiOns in tl111l Title 

and in SUb-regional, regional and illtemationaJ instruments to which the R,epublic oftl:1!l 

Marshall Islands is party; 

4 
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1 (b) establish management plans and programs to manage. the resources in the Fishery 

2 Waters; 

3 (c) issue licenses in accordance with this Title; 

4 (d) issue licenses for the exploration <lnd exploitation of the seabed and subsoil of the 

5 Fishery Waters; 

6 (e)negotia(e and conciudeaccess agreements and fisheries management agreements on 

7 behalf of the Gove1111l1ell( inaecordance witb Article V, Section led) orlhe Ccmstitution and 

8 Part I of Chapter 4 0[thi5 Title; 

9 (f) implement by regulation Or otherwise as appropriate acce$s agr",emcnts Of .fisherie.s 

10 management agreetl1en(s to which the Republic {If the Marshall Islands is party; 

11 (g) act as the Competent Authority fot the purpose of .implementing the intemati!'lI1al 

12 fisheries and related obligations ofthe Marshall Islands; 

13 (h) coordinate and managefishctics mohitoring, cOhtrol and s1.lfveillance and, in 

:1,4 cons.ultation with the Attorney-General, enforcement of this Title; 

15 (i) appoint authorized officers and observers in accordance with this Title; 

16 (j) cooperate in. the conservation andmanagement<)f highly migratory fish stocks ~ 

17 appropriate with other coastal States in the region and States fishing in the region and high 

18 seas area and paiticipat:e in appropriate sub-regional, regional and international organizations 

19 or aJtangel11ents relating to fisheries; 

ZO (k) participate in the planning and execl,Ition of projects, programs or other activities 

21 related to fisheries or I1shing, or the exploration or exploitation of the nonliving reSources of 

22 thet'ishery Waters, Seabed or subsoil there under, in which the Goverttmcnt or any agency or 
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1 instrumentality that has a proprietary interest. direct or indirect, by way of stock ownership. 

2 partnership,joint venture or otherwise; 

3 (I) regulate the processing, marketing and export of .fish and fish products; 

4 (m) seek technical assistance for the detertnination of the FisheIY Waters zones and 

5 bOjJndaries; 

6 (n) submit the budget and a reportregarding the expenditure of its funds to the Nitijela on 

7 an annual basis; and 

8 (0) perform such other duticsand fimctions as may be necessary to carry out the purposes 

9 and provisious of this Ti.tle, 

10 (2) The Authority shall. in exercising its powers and functions. caoperate with other agencies of 

11 the Govemnient with competence, given under authority of law. in any related area. 

12 (3) Sectiol1 119 of the Mal-shall Isla'nds Marine Resources Aet, 1997 is fttrthel' amended by 

13 inserting newprovisionsas follows: 

14 
15 
16 

§119A. Giving effect to international conservation and management .measures .and 
international agreements. 

17 (1) The Atlthority m'lY,· for the purpose of giving effect to decisions of a regi(1)al ;fisheries 

is management organization or arrangement to which the Marshall Islands is a member, make such 

19 regulations or attach such conditions to a permh.license or authorization to fish as tile Authority 

20 may consider necessary or expedient for this purpose. 

21 (4) Section 120 of the Marshall Islands MaI'ine Resources Act is hereby amended. as follows: 

22 §120. P()wer to make regulations and standards. 

6 
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1 (I) Subject to the provisions of this Title. the Authority maym~e regulations and standards to 

2 can'y ollt the purposes and provisions of this Title, and in particular but without restticting the 

3 generality ofthe foregoing, may adopt reguliltions in relation to: 

4 (a) the conservation. mantlgement and sustlrinable development of fish in the Fishery 

S Waters, including but without testricting thegenerillity of the foregoing the catching. loading, 

6 landing, handling, transpol1ing. possession, inspection, disposal and export offish; 

7 (b) related activities iMhe fishery Wllters; 

8 (c) the operation of fishing vessels or any otber vessel which may entef the Fishery 

9 Waters for any ptirpose which faUs within this Title; 

10 (d) the use and protectim1 of fiEhing gear and equipment, in'Cluding fish aggregating 

11 devices and artificial r:eefs; 

12 (e J licensing for fishing, fish processing establislunents and other activities falling within 

13 this Title; 

14. (f) pollntion or the environmental quality of the Fislwry Waters; 

15 (g) fiSheries monitoring, control anq surveillance; 

16 (h) prescrl1;ling the poWers and du.ties of persons engaged in the aclministratioo o.r 

17 enforcement of this Title and providing for the carrying .out of those powers and duties; 

18 (I) compliance by cltizens and fishing vessels entitled to l1y the l1agor the Marshall 

19 Islands which engage in fishing outside the Fishery Waters with applicable laws of other States 

,20 Dr regional fisheries management organizations or arrangements, and applicable acCess 

21 agreements Or fisheries management agreements; 

22 (j) prescribing any other matter to carry out the purposes and provisions ofthi5 Title. 

23 (k) the processing o.f fish and tish products 

7 
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1 (I) the export offish· and fish products. 

2 (2) In promulgating regulations the Authority shall comply, mutatis mutandis, with the 

3 proQedures Cabinet is l"equired to take in promulgAting regulations under the Administrative 

4 Procedures Act, I 994. 

5 (3) Any regulation promulgated by the Authority in accordance with this Title shall have the full 

6 force and effect oflaw, and shall form an integralpartof this Thle. 

7 Section 3. A!Uendlllentsto the Fisheries Act (51 MIRe Ch.2) 

8 (1). li1serting a new subsection (4) in s"ction208 as follows: 

9 "(4) Any person who contravenes measures pursuant to this section commits an offence 

10 and shall be liable to a fine of not Jess than.five thousand ($5,000) and. not exceeding one 

11 hUJ1dred thousand ($100,000), t.o which .une shall he added an ameunt equivalent fe the. cun'ent 

12 retail v"lue of the fish, fish product .or ether rtlarUle resoUtceS ohtainel.t in c.ontraventien .of the 

13 measl.lre, in the market fer which it is destined, or be imprisened up to six mOJ1ths .or beth," 

14 (2.) 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

Section 227 is amended as follows; 

§227. Export of live fish, fish prodlJct or other marine Fesourcm,. 

(I) Ne person shall: 

(a) eXP.ort any live fish, live r.ock .or viable fish eggs .or spawn taken from the 

Fishery Waters; 

(b) export any fish or fish preduct caught in the Fishery Waters, unless it is 

exported for pers.on<l] c.onsumption by immediAte f<lmily members, dOeS n.ot exceed a 

tOlal .of 100 pounds and is not intended totcommcrcial resale; 

8 
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1 without meeting the requirements of this Title in relation to licensing, certification and 

2 any other prior "'Titten permission of the Authority, or .as may be otherwise required by 

3 the Authority 

4 or prescribed by regUlation. 

5 (2) Any person llndertaking activities in contravention of sllbsection (1) commits an 

6 offense and shall be fined nothlore than one hundred thousl\nd ($100,000) to which 

7 tine shall be <l4ded .<10 amount equivalent tQ the cun'ent ret!til value ofthe fish or fish product 

8 ):n the market for which it is destined, Qr h" imprisoned ,IP to 6 months, or both. 

9 (3) InsertIng a new section as follows: 

10 §227A. Ceriificlltion of fish llnd fish products. 

11 No opIlfator or bU$inl'lss may .export fish or fish products without an accompanying health 

12 certificate· on a form approved by the Authorlty. 

13 (4) Inserting new Part m immediately following Section 227 A to read as follows: 

14 PART III, fISHING ACTIVITIES AFHi:CTlNG AREAS ()ESlGNATE() AS HISTORIC SITES. 

15 
16 
17 

§228. Prohibition Aglliost Fishillg Activities ill Areas Desigilllted As lIistoric 
Preservation Sites. 

.18 (1) No person shall engage in any fishing activity within 500 meters of any marine area 

19 designated under the Hi.\'torit Preservation Act, 1991. as a 'historic site', or adversely interfere 

20 with a 'Landmark' or 'cultural historic property' within the meaning of the Historic Preservation 

21 Act, 1991, that may belocaled on, or within any fishing grOlihds. 

22 (2) A person who CQntl'avenes Sub-section {1) of this Section. shall be guilty of an 

23 offence and upon conviction shall be liable to a fine not exceeding fifty thousand ($50,000) or a 

24 term of six (6) months imprisonment; or bofh. 

25 (5) Inserting new Part, PART IV, immediately following Section 228 to read as follows: 

9 
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3 Commercial Shark fi$hing is hereby prohibited as a target fishery in tbe Republic of (he Marshall 

4 Islands Fishery waters. 

5 §229A. Prohibition of talQng of sharks, possession, sale and trade. 

6. (I) No perspn 51131] eateh, capture or intentipnally engage in fishing fw shark or any part 

7 therepf or intentionally remove the tins ortbe tail of any shark or otherwise mutilate or injure 

8 any shark within the. land or /1sheries waters of the Republic of the Mar;<;hall r~lands; 

9 (2) Notwithstanding subseotion (1): 

10 (a) Any person who holds a lioense or permit from the Marsllldl Islands Marine 

11 Resouroes Authority to oonduct research on sharks and carnes out activities in 

12 accordance with. that license or pe.tmitsnall not be subject to tbe penalties in this 

13 section, 

14 (b) Fishing for shark for subsistence use is permitted provided that no per~on shall 

15 harvest shark that have been declared as protected species. The Authority may make 

16 Regulation imposing catch limit on all or certain species. 

17 (3) Any shark that is inadvertently caught Or captured, subject to subsection (2), sl1a11 be 

18 immediately released, whetl1ertl1e shark is dead or alive. No sl1ark shall be retained eVen if 

19 caught as bYGatoh, 

20 (4) No person sJ,WlI possess, receive, sell, transfer, store or have on board or transship any 

21 shark, shark fins or any other part of shark. For the purpose of this subsection it shall be a 

22 rebuttable presumption that if any shark w any part of a shark is found aboard a vessel, the shark, 

23 ox part of a shark, is deemed possessed or transferred in violation of this subsection. 

10 
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1 (5) N.otwithstanding subsecti.on (4), any person who holds a license .of pem]it from the 

2 Marshall Islands marine ResolUWs Authority to conduct research and possesses shal'k flns in 

:> accordance with that license .of permit shall n.ot be subject tc the penalties in this section. 

4 (6) No person, operator, or fishing vessel, licensed to fish in the Fishery Vvlltcrs, of the 

5 Marshall Islands Shall possess, use or caused to use a trace wire Tbe Authority may make 

6 regulations and fishing license condition including restrictions on type of fishing gear in order to 

7 furthe.r reduce the mortality of sharks, in accordance with this Title. 

8 §230. I'enaltles. 

9 (I) CO(ltravention.ofprovisiollS of this Part or a ~guJation promulgated pursuant to this 

10 Part, is an offence ptlUishable by a fine or not less than twenty five· thousand ($25,OOO) and not 

11 exceeding two hundred thousand ($200,000), and in addition to an amount equivalent to the 

12 cum;rrt rct!lil value of any confiscated Shark. fin in the rnark"et f.or which it was destined. 

13 (2) Shark fins seized and forfeited pursuant to this Title shall be destroyed by 

14 incineration, dumping. at s~a or any other !1pprQpriate means. 

15 SectiOl14. Amendments .to the Fishing Access and Licensing Act (51 MIRC Ch.4) 

16 (1) Section 409 is amended as follows: 

17 §4Q9. Trllnsshipmellt. 

18 (1) The operator of a fishing vessel sh!lU: 

19 (a) not transship at sea tmder any circumstances; 

20 (b) provide n h.ours notice to the Authority of a request to transship any or aU of 

21 the fish on board and shall provide the name of the vessel, its international radio call Sign, 

22 Its position, the catch on board by species, the time and port where such transshipment is 

11 
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1 ~()q!l<:;$ted tooccu)" and an !lndertaking to pay qll fees required under the laws of the 

2 Rep!lblic of the MarshaIl Islands; 

3 (0) O\1\Y transship at the time. and port authorized by the Director for 

4 transshipment; 

5 (d) submit lilll rt;ports on transshipping On such forms as may be required by the 

6 Authority or ptes9ri\:>edby reg!llation; 

7 (e) not transshipwithOlll a license; 

8 (f) not tnll1sship witho!l! the presellce of an authorized officer who can confIrm 

9 the sanitary condltionofthat trallsshipment; and 

10 (:f)obtain (!crtifIcation for the ptoduC'1;S being transshipped il, accotdallce with this 

11 Act. 

12 (2) During trtUlsshipmellt in the Fishery Waters, the foreign party and operator of each 

1~ vessel shall comply with all applicable laws relating to protection of the environment, including 

14 without limitation,. sGwage holding tank requirements. 

15 (3) Any person undertaking activities in contravention of !iu\:>sections (1) or (2) 

16 commits an offense and shall be fIned not less than twenty five, thousand ($25,000), .and 

17 not exceeding two hundred and fIfty thousand ($250,000), to which fine may be added an 

18 amount equivalent to the eurrent retail value of the. fish or fish product in the market for which 

19 it is destined. 

20 (2) Section 410 is amended as follows: 

§410. Licen~es may be required. 

22 (1) The Authority may require by decision of the Board or by regulation any person or 

12 
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1 class of persons or vessel, fishing vessel or class of lishing vessels, fish processing 

2 establishment or class of fish processing cS1abIishments to hold a license issued by the 

3 Authority for activities described in Section 411, in a.dditioll to tbe requirements in Section 412 .• 

4 but shall exempt from sucb requirement: 

5 (a) any fishing vessel which bolds a valid and applicable license issued pursuant 

6. to a multilateral access agreement to which the RepUblic of the Marshall Islands is party 

7 and whicb desigaateg a licensing authority otliSide the Republic ofthe Marshall Islands; 

8 (b) any citizen engaging i.n subsistence fishi ng; 

9 (c) any fish processing establishment processing for domestic, personal or 

10 Ilon-commercial use. 

11 (2) The Director shall by written notice illform a Local Govemment Council jf a 

12 regUlation promulgated pursuant to Subsection (1) applies to its wllters. 

13 (3) Any person who uses a vessel f or fish. processing estahlishment or which a 

14 license is required by the Authority under Subsection (I) without a valid and applicable license 

15 or in contraventil'mof its tenTIS or conditions. commits an offense and upon cOllViction shall be 

16 fined not more than $100.000 or be imprisoned up to six months, or both. 

17 (3) Section 413 is amended as follows: 

18 §413. License ilpprovallllid issuance. 

19 (I) The Authority shall be responsible for approvillg guidelines and/or promUlgating 

20 regulations. governing the issuance. of licenses or authorizations pursuant to this Title. 

21 (2) The Director or his designee shall be responsible for issuing all licenses or 

2.2 authorizations it) accordance with this TltlQ lind guidelines issued under Subsection (1), except 

13 
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1 for licenses which may be required by a Local Government Council unless so requested in 

2- writing by suth Cwncil. 

3 (3) The Director or his .. designee shall review each application. submitted pursuant to this 

4 Title, and may, ill his discretion, solicits views from appropriate persons in the Local 

5 Government Councils and other stakeholders ir\ the fish"ries se()tor,and hold public hearings 

6 where necessary. 

7 (4) Applkations for licenses shall be ir\ such founas the Authority may require or as may 

8 be prescribed, aHd shall specify, inter alia.: 

9 

10 

11 

12-

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

2{l (4) 

21 

22 

(/I) the name, call sign, country ·of registratiOn number, regional register number, 

name and address of the operator, name ofthe vessel master, bank reference number; 

(b) the tonnage, capacity, gear type, processing equipment and such other 

pertinent infonnation with respect to the characteristics. Of each vessel as the Authority 

may require; 

(o} if applicable, the access agrellment under yvhichsuch license is sought, and 

such additional information as the Authority may require or as may be prescribed to 

implement and enforce tbe provisions of this Title; and 

(d) iil the .case of fish processing establ.ishments the physical location, 

intended markets, the species and fomlS to be processed, preservation methods and other 

infollllation as governed through RegUlation. 

Section 414 is amended as foHows: 

§414. Licens.e Denial. 

(1) The Director shalillotiry the applicant of the decision to issue or deny a license within 

23 a reasonable time of the dare ofreceipt oftbe application. 

14 
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1 (2) The Director may approve the application on such terms and conditions and with such 

2 restrictions as he or she deems appropriate. 

3 (3) Alicellse, or its renewal, may be denied where: 

4 (a) the 'lpplication is not in accordance with the requirements of this Title; 

5 (b) the Director is satisfi.ed that information required to be given or reported under 

6 this title is false, incomplete or misleading, 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 (5) 

1:5 

(c) th,: owner or charterer is the subject of proceedings llllder [he ban.k!uptcy laws 

of any jllfisdiction or on reasonable grounds appears unable to meet anyfillancial 

obligations which co,ud al'ise from fishing activities and reasonable financial as.suranC<'.s 

determined by the Authority have not been provided: 

(d) the fishing vessel required safety standards; 

(e) the fishi11gvesse! required markings; or 

(f) wbere the Director believes the operat,)[ is not a fit and proper pllrsoa 

Section 41 g is amended as [ollows: 

§418, FefS and ~hllrg~s. 

16 (1) There shall be payable in respect of every liC<'nse issued under this Title fees, 

17royE\lties or Qther forms of compensation, and a registration charge rnay also be payable upon 

18 application. 

19 (2) The Authority shall determine the fees, royalties or other forms of compensation fbr 

20 licenses issued pursuant to this Title, and other charger; ltmay require in relatiou to .license 

21 admirustration. 

22 (3) In determining the level of fees, royalties or other forms of compensation for lic.enses 

23 for fishing and related activities, the Board shall take the following, inter alia, into account: 

15 



1 (a) the value oftIle fish species being sought or processed; 

2 (b) the qUl'lutity of the species sought 01' processed; 

" (c) the efficiency onhe gear; 

4 (d) alternative uses ofthe fishers resOl,rces; 

5 (e) the cost of fishery management and development; 

6 (f) the cost of observers; 
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7 (g) theeost of inspection and au4it of the fish processing establishment; 

8 (h) the development of the local fishery sector; 

9 (i) the cost offisheriesresearCh. administration and enforcement; and 

10 (j) the market situation and external forces. 

11 (4) Licell$e fees Jnay be classified, inter alia, according to the value of species sought, 

12 and. the .length overall. gross talmage, type .of gear or othel' method related. to the harvesting 

H potential onhe vessel or tishinggear or in the case of fish processing establishments in relation 

14 to tbe method.~ of processing andlor preservation. 

15 (6) Section 425 is amended as follows; 

16 §425. FislIing or other activity with()nt or in contravention ofa license prohibited. 

17 (l) Where a person, establishment or vessel engages in fishing, processing or any other 

18 activity described ill this Chapter for which a licens.c is required, without a license or in 

19 contravention of any of its terms Or conditions. that person, or, in the case of a vessel, the 

20 operator commits an offense and upon conviction shall be fUled: 

21 (l'l) in respect of a citizen not acting on behalf of a buSiness enterprise, not less 

12. than twenty thousand. ($20,000) and not more than hund.red. thousand ($100,000) or 

23 imprisonment up to 3 months, or both; 

16 
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1 

2 

(b) in respect of all others, or a person or persons acting for a business enterprise, 

not less than hundred thousand ($100,000) and not more than one million ($1,000,000) 

3 and such person shall not be permitted to engage in fishing, Of processing or any relevant 

4 activity, or if a .license has been issued it will be suspended, for a period of at least three 

5 months from the date of conviction. 

6 Section 5. Amendments to the Fisheries Enfol'cement Act (51 MIRe eh.S) 

7 (1) Part J of the Fisheries Enforcement Act is hereby amended as follows: 

8 PART 1- MEASURES TO COMBAT ILLEGAL, UNREPORTED AND UNREGULATED FISHING. 

9 (2) Section 502 of the Act is hereby amcnded as follows: 

10 §502. .EnforcementResponsihility. 

11 (I) 11m Authority shall have primary responsibllity tor l;isheries enforcement, including: 

12 (a) mOnitoring, control and surveillance of all fishing operations within and 

13 beyond the Fishery Waters in accordance with international law; 

14 (b) the enforcement of this Title; 

15 (e) the il1spectian, audit and control ofproeessing and export operations; and 

15 (<;I) the implementation of l"cgional and international obligations w.itb regard to 

17 monitoring, control and surveillance measures to combat illegal, unreported and 

ill unregulated fishing within and outside the Fishery Waters of Marshall Islands. 

19 (2) 'TIle Authority shall, as appropriHte, involvc participation by relevant Government 

20 departments or offices in fisheries enforcement. 

21 (3) The Authority may authorize other entities, agencies, officials or persons ill the 

22 Marshall Islands, foreign govemment agencies or persons to perform fisheries entorcement 

17 
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1 functions in collaboration with or on behalf of the Marshalllslallds under terms and conditions in 

2 bilatera.l or multilate.r<ll agreements or arrangements. 

3 (3) New Sections 503 .• 504. 505, 506. 507, 508, 509. and 510 are hereby inserted as fullows: 

4 §503. Marshall Islands Record of Fisbing Vessels. 

5 (1) The Authority shall maintain a record of all fishing vessels entitled tl1 fly the Hag of 

6 the Marshall Islands that are authorized to 11sh pUrs\wnt to this Title in. areas beyond the Fishery 

7 Wilters. The record of fishing vessels shall be called the Marshall .Islands Record of Fishing 

8 Vessels, 

9 (2) Stlbjec[ to subsection (3), the record under suhsection (I) shall contllin the 

10 information as set out in Schedule 1 to this Chapter. 

11 (3) Despite subsection (;2), the Director may require Ihrther information to he provided if 

12 such inloInlatioll is necessary in ordertocomply with relevant measLU'CS adopted by any regional 

13 or sub-regional fisheries management organization or lIfrangement of whieh the Marshall Islands 

14 is a member. 

15 (4) For the. avoidance of doubt, the Marshall fslands Record of Fishing Vessels shall be ill 

16 addition 10 ally requirements for registl'atiollof vessels entitled to fly the flag of the Marshall 

17 Islands under the Maritime Administration Aet (47M1RC Ch.2). 

1.8 (5) All fishing vessels entitled tofty the flag of the Marshall Islands and illlending 10 fish 

19 in areas beyond the Fishery Waters of the Marshall Islands shall apply In writing to the Authority 

20 through the Director, accompanied by the infonnation required in Schedule I to this Chapter, to 

21 be recorded on the Marshall Islands Record of Fishing Vessels. Applications for recording shall 

22 be made by the o\\mer, or operator, D1' charterer, or lessee of the fishing vesseL 

18 
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1 (6) Ifthe Auth.ority is satisfied that the fishing vessel complies with the requirements for 

2 recording of a vessel on the Marshall Islands Record of Fishing Vessels as set out in this 

3 Chapter, the Authority shall. record the vessel .on the Rec.ord .of Fishing Vessels. 

4 (7) TIle Authority shall process every application submitted pUfsu,mt to subsection 5 .of 

5 this section within 14 days of receipt of the application. 

6 (8) Applications for recording on the Marshall Islands Record of Fishing Vesselsshal! 

7 not be. valid unless the vessel is marked in accordance with the Fo.odand Agricultnral 

8 Organizati.on .of the United Nations' "Specificati.ons for the Marking and Identificati.on .of 

9 Fishing Vessels," as modified, in Schedule 2 to this Chapter. The Auth.ority may require. the 

10 vessel to be inspected to ensure the vessel is lnarked inacc.ordance with the requirements in 

11 Schedule 2 to this Chapter. The Auth.ority' s power to inspect a vessel under this sUb-section may 

12 be delegated t.o .other .organizations or agencies 

13 (9) The Authority may cause to be provided to any foreign government, internati.onal, 

14· regional or sub-regional fisheries management organiZation. such informatiOl) on the Marshall 

15 Islands Record of Ijishing Vessels, additions to the Record, deletions from the Record, the 

16 withdrawal of any authoriz,ation to fish, information that a vessel is n.o .I.onger entitled to tly the 

17 flag orthe Marshall Islands, if such inf.ormation is required WfuHiU any international obligations 

18 of the Marshall Islands. 

19 (10) The owner, operator, charterer, or .lessee ()f any tlsbing vessel entitled to fly the tlag 

20 .of the M.arshal! Islands WIN knowingly pr.ovides false informati.on required in S<;:hedule J .ofthis 

21 Chapter, shall be guilty .of ail .offence and uponc.onvicti.on shall be liable to a fine not exceeding 

n two hundred and fifty th.ousand ($250,000). 

19 
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1 (11) The owner,operator, charterer, or lessee of any fishing vessel entitled to fly the flag 

:2 of the Marshall Islands who e)Jgages in fishing olltside the Fishery Waters of the Marshall 

3 Islands without providing the information required in Schedules land 2 of this Chapter, shall be 

4 guilty of an offence and upon conviction shall be Hable to a fine not exceeding two hundred and 

5 fifty thous.and ($250,000). 

6 (12) In addition to any penalty that the courts may impose, the. Authority may cancel the 

7 Authorization ofa fishing vessel fiSh where the vessel has been found guilty of contravening the 

8 requirements under this section, 

9 §504. Authorizat!on to Fish in areas beyon(i the Fishery Waters. 

10 (I) An Authorization to 11 vessel to ·fish in areas beyond the Fishery Waters of the 

1.1 Marshall Islands is required fot the owner, operator, charterer, or lessee of any fishing vessel 

12 entitled to flytbe tlag oftbe MM$h;lll Islrulds to fish: 

13 (a) in arty area subject to the jurisdiction of a. foreign State except in aecordartce 

14 with the laws, license and any COnditions, of that foreign State; 

15 (b) in an area subject toa treaty or multilateral access agreement except in 

16 accordance. with that treaty Of agl'e~ent; 

17 (oJ o:n the high seas except in ilccordance with a license issued in accordance with 

18 seclion 503 ofthis Chapter; 

19 (d) in an area subject to interlJational conservation. and management lneasures 

20 except in ilccordance with those measures. 

21 (2) Applications for authorization to fish in areas beyond the Fishery Waters of the 

22 Marshall Islands shall be made in writing to the Authority in the form preseribed in Schedule 4 

23 to this Chapter. 

20 
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1 (3) The Authority shall process ewryappIicatiolJ submitted pursuant to subsection 2 of 

2 this section within 14 days of receipt of the application. 

3 (4) Thl:) Authority shall not issue an Authorizatioll to a Matshall Islands fishing vessel to 

4 fish in areas beyond the Fishery Waters of th<) Marshall IsllUlds unl.ess such vessel is on the 

5 Marshall Islands Record of Fishing Vessels and is on the R<)cord of Fishing Vessel maintained 

6 bylUlY relevlUlt sub-reilional, regional or international fishery management organizations or 

7 artlUlgemenlis to which the Marshall Islands .18 a member ox a cooperating non-member. 

& (5) In issuing an Authorization to Fish under this section, the Authority shall have regard 

9 to the rel:ordof compliance ·of thl:) vessel, its owners and operators with eonservationand 

10 management measures of the Marshall IsllUlds and othtlf States and with those established by 

11 sub.regional. and regional tisheries management organizations or arrangements. 

12 (IS) An authorization to fish beyond the Fishery Waters. may be iss.ued subject to such 

H conditions as the Authority considers appropriate. Such conditions Inay rolate inter alia to: 

14 (a) the ljreas where. tishing is authorized; 

15 (b) the season, times, and voyages during which the .fishing is authorized; 

16 (cj fhe species, size, age, qUlUltities of fish that may be tal,en; 

17 (d) the method by which the fish may be taken; 

18 .(e) the types, size and amount of fishing gear that maybe used; 

19 Cf) the transshipment of the fIsh; 

20 (g) the installation and maintenance of any vessel monitoring devices or other 

21 equiplllent; 

22 (h) the provision of catch and effort data and other information necessary to mllllage 

23 lUld control the fishery; 

21 
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1 (i) measures to give effect to sub-regional, regional and international fisheries 

2 conservation and management measures; Ill1d 

3 (j) compliance with the fisheries laws and regulations of other Stales. 

4 (7) The operator, master. charterer, or lessee, or agellt of a fishing vessel which has been 

5 issued with an Authorization to Fish beyond the Fishery Waters of the Marshall Islands shall 

6 ensure that the vessel carries the Authorization at all times. The Authorization must be clearly 

7 displayed in the wheel house where it can be visible to inspectors. 

8 (8J The holder of an authorization to fish beyond the fishery waters must duly notify the 

9 Authority within 7 working days of the change of ownership of the vessel or operator of the 

10 vessel. 

11 (9) The Authority may cancel an Authorization issued whete the holder of the 

1.2 Allthodzation wus [bund guilty of an offeuceagainst this Title or has a record of Illegal 

13 Unreported and Unregulated Jishing subseq\l<imt to the iSSlillllCe of the Authorizatioll .. 

14 (10) Where any vessel is used in contravention of this section or a conditiOlt of 

15 authorizationllnposed. under this section, the ()wner, operator, charterer, or lessee and master of 

16 sllch vessel each commits an offence and UpOIl conviction shall be liable to a IInc not less than 

17 twenty five thousand ($25,000) and not exceeding two hundred and 11fty thousand ($250,OOO). 

18 
19 
20 

§505. Use of Vessels of other Flags by Marshall Islands nationals beyond the 
Fishery Waters. 

21 TIle Authority may make regulatiolls governing (he citizens of the Marshall Islands and 

22 body corporate incorporated in the Marsbal1 Islands operating on vessels of other flags beyond 

23 the Fishery Waters. Regulations made under this Section may covel", inter alta, authorization to 

22 
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1 operate such vessels and conditions of authorization and compliance with the laws and regulation 

2 of other States. 

3 §506. Port State Measure.s. 

4 CO For the purpose of promoting the effectivet)esg of international conservation and 

5 management measm-es adopted by sllb regional, regional or globalfishel'ies managemetlt 

6 ol'llanizations, treaties. 01'. arrangements and combatil1g Illegal Unreported and Unregulated 

7 fishing, lbe Authority may, in COll$ultatjon with the relevant agencies involved in port 

8 managenlent in tbe Marshall Islands, prohibit from entering a port of the Marshall Islands a 

9 foreign fishing wsselwbich has been reasonably SusPect"d of having engaged in or supporting 

10 fishing in contravention of (hI:) conservation and managen1ent measures ofa regional or sub 

11 regiOl)alfisbeties management organiza.tion, unless it CWl be established tbat the 'ca.tch On board 

12 has been taken in a manner consistent Vvilli therel.evant conservation and maJ1agement measures. 

13 Such a prohibition may apply to an individual vessel or to a fleet of vessels. 

14 (2) The Authority may make regulations concerning the foll(}Vving matters: 

15 (aJ the. designation alld publication of ports in the Marshall Islands to which 

16 foreign tishil1g vessels may be permitted ac<:eSs; 

17 (b) the designation of port inspectors; 

18 (e) the training and qualifications of port inspectors; 

19 (d) establishing the procedtlres, the contents of and the results to be obtained from 

20 all inspection regime, including the adoption of POlt mensures adopted by (j. sub regional, 

21 regional Or global fisheries organization, tteaty .or arrangement;. 

22 (e) prescribing the poWers of inspectors, the mode of conducting an inspection, 

2.3 including the powei' to inspect ahy area of the fishing vessel, the catch (Whether 
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1 processed or not), any fishing gear, equipment or other gear and document which the 

2 inspector deems necessary to verify compliance with relevant conservation and 

a manage.ment measures; 

4 (f) requiring the provision of such assistance or infQlmation as may be needed in 

5 order to ul1dertake inspections; 

6 (g). requiring, prior to a1)owiQg port access to a foreign fisbing vesse1, that su.ch 

7: vessel pfovidesguch Ji.otice as Q1'ly be promulgated hy regulation prior to entcring its port 

8 or its ex.clUSivc. economic zone for the purpose of port access, inclnding vess.el 

9 idet1tification, any authorization to fi.&h, information on its fishing trip and vessel 

.1D monitoring systems. quantities of .:58h on board and suoh other documentation (11' 

11 information as !l1t1yprol11ulgated by regulation made by the Authotlty; 

12 (b:) regulating or prohibiting the landing, transshipment, packaging or proee$Sillg 

13 offIsh, .ov n:Hudling OJ reStIPplying a vesSel, inclLlding the prohibition of pOrt aCC(lSS of a 

14 vessel which has. been identified or reported ~s h~ving been engaged in or supporting 

15 fishing activities in contravention with sub regional, regional or global conservation 

16 measures, or where there are reasonable grounds for pfesU11lillg that a vessel has been 

17 engaged in such activity; 

18 (i) regulating Of prohibiting the port access oJa vessel that has been included on 

19 the list of vessels maintained by sub-regional, regional or global fisheries organizations 

10 that are believed to have engaged in Illegal, UJ1Teg\Jltlled or Unreported fishing; 

;<1 0J regtI1tlting or prohibiting the landing, Imnsshipment, ptlckaging or processing 

22 of fish, or re· nJelling or resupplying a vessel, including the prohibition of POlt access of 

23 tI vessel which has been identified or reported as having been engaged in or supporting 

24 
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1 fishing activities in areas under national jurisdiction in contravention of tbe laws of a 

2 particular cO\l:otry,or fishing on the hi.gh seas without an authorization to do so from its 

3 flag sti'tteor where there arereasonablegro\l:oc!s for presuming that a vessel has been 

4 engaged in such t(ctivity; 

5 (k) a.uthorizing the cooperation and exchange of infol1natioll, inCluding inspection 

6 results with other States and sub regional, regional or globalfisheri\ls organizations; 

7 (1) providing for a. system of appeal against decisions taken in respect of fishing 

8 vessels under this section; 

9 (m) providing for anyothet measures that may be agreed toby sub-regional 

10 regional or glob'll fisllCries organizatfons,treaty or arrangement. 

11 (3) References to ports in this section include Offshore terminals and other installations 

11 for landing, transshipping, re-fhelling or resupplying vessels. 

13. (4) At,y person who fails :10. comply with .the pro.visions of this section Of with any 

14 regulations made pursuant to this section commits an offence and upon conviction shall be shall 

15 be liable. tp. a .fine not less than twenty five thousand ($25,000) and not exceeding two hundred 

16 . thousand ($250,000). 

17 §507. Mobile Transc.eiver Unit Requirements. 

18 fl) The owner or operator of every fishing vessel permitted to fish in the Fishery Waters 

19 of th~ Marshall Islands pursuant to this Title, shall install, maintain and operate a registered 

20 mobile transceiver uni~ at at) times while in the Fisheq Waters Or such other area as may be 

21 agreed or desigJ,mted, and in accordance with -

22 (a) the manufacturer's specifications and operating instructions; and 
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1 (b) such standards as may be required by any organization of which the Marshall 

2 Islands is a member~ and 

3 (c) such o(her ~onditions as may be imposed by the Authority, 

4 (2) The requirements in sub-section (I) of this section shaU, while in areas beyond the 

5 Fishery Waters, apply to eVery fishing vessel entitled to fly !:he fl:ag of (he Marshall Islands and 

6 incluiled .on the Marsl)all Jslands Record ot' Fishing Vessel and authorized to fish beyond the 

7 Fishery Walel'S, 

8 (3) The operator of each vessel referred to in subsections (l) anil (2) shall ensure that: 

9 (a.) no perSon tampers Or interferes with the mobile transceiver unit and that the 

1Q tnobile transceiver unit is not altered, damaged, disable\! or otherwise interfered with; 

11 (b) the 1)lobiletransceiver llnit is not moved from the required or agreed installed 

11 position or removed without (he prior wtitteppermissibpofthe Director; 

13 (c) the mobile transceiver unit is switched on and is operational at all times during 

14 the periOd of vali\!ily of the license or authorization; even when the fishing vessel is in 

15. its. QWll port; 

16 (d) upon notification by the Al.ithority !hat the vessel'8 mobile transceiver unit has 

17 failed to trartsmit, the directives or the Authority are complied with until such time that 

18 the vessel's. mobile transceiver nnltis functioning properly; or 

19 (e) the mobile transceiver unit is registered as the Authority may direct or as may 

20 be ptesctibe.d, at (he operator's eXPense, 

21 (4) The operator of each vessel referteil to in subsections (1) and (2) or his or her 

22 authorized agent, upon notification by the Authority that the vessel's mobile transceiver unit has 

23 failed to report, shall ensure thai reports containing the vessel's name, call sign, position 
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1 (expressed in latitude and longitude to minutes of am). and date and time for the report, are 

2 communicated to the Authority at intervals of 8 hours or Sltch shorter period as specified by the 

3 Authority, COll1me:tlChlg from the time of notification of the faitllte of the mobile transmitting 

4 dcv.ice. Such rcports must contimlc lmlil such time as the mobile transceiver unit is conftrmed 

5 operational by the Authority. 

6 (5) If.it is not possible to make any one or more of the further position reports desClibed 

7 in sub-section (3). or when the Authority so directs. the master of the vessel must immediately 

8. stow the fishing gear and tak", the vessel directly to a port identitled by tbe Autbority ,and as 

9 S0011 as possible, report to the Authority tbat tbe vessel is being, or has been, taken to pori with 

10 gear stowed.. 

11 (6) Any operator, including the master, owner andcbarterer, who does not comply with 

12 subsections (1), (2), (3)01' (4) commits an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fiM not 

13 less than twenty fiVe thousand ($25,000) and not exceeding fWO hundred thousand ($200,000), 

14 aM in addition the applicable liCel15e or authorization shall be otmcel!ed. 

15 (7) The Autho.dty shall implement the necessary i\clministrative and technical meaSlltes 

16 necessary to monitor the activities of fishing ves.selsfisbing in the Fishery Watm'S and vessels 

17 entitled to fly the flag of the Marshall Islands that are authorized to fuh beyond the Fisbery 

18 Wllters. TI,e Authority may enter into arrangemeills with other States or regional fisheries 

19 management (jrganizntious and aJ;rangcments to this efreet. 

20 §508. Vessel Monitoring System - Information. 

21 (l) Ownership of all vessel lnonitoring system infonllation generated by a mobile 

22 transmitting device required and operating under this Title is vested in the Marshall of Islands. 
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1 (2) All vessel monitoring information shall be classified as confidential information. and 

2 shall be subject to such procedures as may be prescribed by regulation. 

3 (3) Any persoJi Who di'irltlges information from a yesselmonitoring system, to any person 

4 or persons not authorized to receive such information commits an offence and shall be liable on 

5 conviction to a fine hot less than fifteen thonsand ($15,000) and not exc.eeding one hundred 

6 thousand ($100;000). 

7 §501J. Mobile Transeeivel" unit -Evidenee. 

8 (1) An information or dataobtalned.or asceltaihed by the use of a mobile transceiver unit 

9 shflll be presumed, unless theeontrary IS proved, to; 

1Q (a) come from the vessel so identified; 

11 (b) be accurately relayed or transferred; 

12 (c) be given by tbe master,bWner and charterer of tbe vessel; and 

13 (d) evidence may begiyen of information and data So obtained or asgertained 

14 whether from a printout or visual display unit 

15 (2) The presumption in subsection (1) sball ltPply Whether or not the information WIlS 

16 stored before or after any transmissiOll OJ transfer. 

17 (3) A m9biletransceiver nnit installed and operltted in accordance with this Title sbalt be 

18 judiCially recognized as notoriously accurate. 

19 (4) The presumption set out in subsection (3) shall apply wbether or not the information 

20 was stored before or aftcrany trahsmission or ti<msfer. 

Zl (5) Any person may give a certificate stating -

22 (a) his or her name, address and official position; 
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1 (b) he or she is competent to read the printout or visU{ll display unit of any 

2 machine capable of obtllining or aSQertaining information frpm a mobile transceiver unit; 

3 (0) the date andtilhe the intormatipn was obtained or ascertained from the MTU 

4 and the details of the infprmation obtmned; 

5 (d) the nljme and call sign of the vessel 011. which the mobile transceiver unit is pr 

6. was located as known to him or her, or <is ascertained from any official register, record or 

7 other document; and 

8 (e) a declaration that there appeared to be no malfunction in the mobile 

9 tta11sceiver unit, its transmiSsions, or other machines used in obtaining or ascertaining the 

10 information. 

11 §!ilO. Catch Certifica.tion. 

12 (1) In order to support global etlort!> to combat Illegal Unreported and Unregulated 

13 .fishing, the AuthorityshaIl develop and implement a system o( catch certification which shall 

14 accompany all exported wild caught seafoo<i products by fishing vesseJs entitled to fly the flag of 

15 the Marshall Islands 

16 (2) The certificate implemented tmder sub-section (1) of this section shall contain: 

17 (a) basic informatiol1 to identify the vessel, such as the name of the fishing vessel, 

18 home port and registration number, call sign, licel1Sc number, Inmarsat number and IMO 

19 number (if issued); 

20 (b ) information on the product, the type of species, catch areas and dates, 

21 estimated live weight and verified weight landed, as well as the applicable conservation 

22 and management measures and any transshipment at sea; 
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1 (c) infomrntion and decia1"ation on export and intPOIt of the fisheries product 

2 induding the vesse1name and flag. flight number, airway bill number, truck nationality 

3 and registrationnllrtlber, other transport documents and container number. 

4 m The master of every fishing vessel entitled to fly the flag of the Marshall Islands shall 

5 complete the eatch certificate referred to in sub·section (J) ofthis section. 

6 (4) The Authority shall validate each catch certificate, attesting to ,the veracity of the 

7 details of such certificate required in sub-section (2) of this seqtion. 

8 (5) All seafood products imported into the Marshall Islands for reprocessing for the 

9 pill'pose of re-export shall be accompanied byn valid certificate similar to the one in subsection I 

10 of this section. 

11 (6) A Gatch ctlrtificatiolJ system developed and .lillplemented by a regiOnal fisheries 

1z management ol'f:!anization or arrangement to which the Marshall Islands is a member or a 

13 cooperating non-member nrny be accepted as a valid catch certificate p\lfsuant to this scction. 

14 (4) TIlt: original Sections 503 and 504 are hereby fe·numbered and amended as follows: 

15 §Sl1. Appointll1Cnt of Authorized Officers. 

16 (1) The Atl.thority may, after consultation with the Attorney-General, appoint In writing 

17 <lny person or class of persons as authot'ized officer for the purposes of enforcing this Title and 

18 such persons shall exercise all powers and privileges accorded by this Title. 

19 (2) For all monitoring, control and surveillance.duties aud obligations provided under this 

20 Title and aiL other duties]lrovided under this Title. except any duties ariSing from the licensing 

2.1 and reporting requirements nnd the fish processing establishment requirements of this Title, 

;22 police officers of the Depal'trilent ofPub1ic Safety are deemed to be authorized officers. 
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1 (3) Any person or class of persons Ilppointed as authorized officer in accordance with an 

;1 access agreeme~lt, a tisheries management agxeemcnt OJ' similar cooperative arrangement to 

3 which the Republic of the Marshall Islands is party, who is not a citizen or has not been 

4 appointed in accordmlcc with Subsection (I),shall have such tights and privileges of a citize.n as 

5 may be necess~ry l()r the performance of his Of her duties, and all provisions of this Title t;;ialing 

6 to authorized officers shall be l:Ippiicable to such persons. 

7 (4) Any perSon 01' class of persons appointed as authorized officrts pursuant to 

8 Subsection (2) may pertbnn duties which include: 

9 (a) for an authorized officer of the Republic of the Marshall Islands, to perform 

10 fisheries surveillance and law enforcement functions on behalf of the Republic of the 

:u Marshall Islands. while on hoard II vessel or aircraft of another pruly; and 

12 (b)fot' l:\lI atlthorized officer of another pmty to any agreeme\1t refelTed to ill sUb.-

13 section 3 of this section agreement, to perform tisheries surveillance and lawentbrcement 

14 ftmctions 01) behalf oftbe Republic of the Marshall Islands while on board the vessel Of 

lS aircraft of thl:lt other party, and all provisions of thi.s Title relating to authorized officers 

16 shall be applicable to such persons carrying out their duties in the areas of national 

17 jurisdiction of;he RepUblic o1'llle Marshall Islands, 

18 §~l;!.POWll),S of Authorized Officers within the Fishery Waters. 

19 (I ) For the plU'Poses of enforcing this Title, allY authorized officer may; 

20 Ca) stop, board, remain on b()ard and search any vessel ill the Fishery Waters he or 

2l she reasonably believes is a fishing vessel,. and MY tishillg vessel registered under the 

22 laws of the Republic of the Marshall Islands outside the Fishery Waters, and stop and 
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'1 search any vessel, vehicle or aircraft he or she reasonably believes maybe transporting 

2 fish or engaging.in other activities relating to fishing; 

3 tb) require the master or any crew member or other person aboard to inform him 

4 of the name; call sign and country of registration ofthe veSsel and the name of the master, 

5 ownct, charterer and crew members; 

I) (oJ "xami.ne the master or any crew member or other perSon AQoard about the 

7 cargo,comentsofhotdsandstorage spaces, voyage !),nd aotivities of the vessel; 

~ (d)inake such examination and inquiry as may appear necessary to him 

9 concerning any vessel, vehicle or aircraft iIi rel,ationto which any of the powers conferred 

10 by this Suhsection have been or may be exercised and take sampJesof any fish or fish 

11 product found therein; 

12 (e}require to be produced, examine and take copies of any license, logbook, 

13 record or other document required under this Title at conc<:lning the operation of any 

14 vessel, vehiCle Or airc:raft; 

15 (f) make an entry dated el\Jdsigoed by him or ber in the IQghook of such vessel, 

16 vehicle or aircraft; 

17 (g) require to be produced and examine any fIsh, fishing gear or appliance or 

18 eXpl(lSive, POiSO)l or otber nQxiQussubstance; 

19 (h) give direct\tJllS to the master and any crew member of any vessel, vehicle or 

20 aircraft stopped, boarded ors.earchedas may be necessary or reasonably expedient for 

21 any purp(lse.specified ill this Title or to provide for thecOUlpli!U1ce Qfthe vessel, vehicle 

22 or aircraft, Ot maste, or any crew member with the cond,tions of any license; 

23 (i) endorse any license; 
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1 G) arrest ;'Iny person who assaults him or her in the exercise of his or her duties 

2 under tlus Title. 

3 (k) cut, remove, detain, seize, recall, or destroy any fish, fish product, not fit tor 

4 human consumption 01: not suitable for export; 

5 (I) indelibly or otherwise mark, brand, dye or label /lLly fish, fish product, seafood 

6 or seafood produl-'t or package contJlitiing;'ll1y fish, fish product, seafood or seafood 

7 product; 

8 (m) make or itnpose any relevant order. instruction, conditioil or penalty; 

9 (n) Interrupt, suspend orprohibit actions nr oPeratinns wherever fish is beu1g cut-

10 up, stored, sold or in MY way processed. 

11 (2) Where there is prob;ilble CI!!LSe to beHeve that an offense against this Title is being. or 

12 bJls been committed, an authorized officer mILY: 

13 (a) where there is ample opportunity to obtain a Search Warrant, he or she 'shall' 

14 obtain such a warrant for the pnrposes of entering, inspecting and searching any 

15 premises, in which be or she has probable CILuse to believe th~t an offense has been, Of is 

16 behig committed, Offish taken illegally are being stored or being processed, Where the 

17 authorized otticerbas probable cause to believe that evidence of an offense under this 

18 Title is ill imminent danger of being concealed, transferred, sold, destroyed, or disposed 

19 off in any other manner whatsoever, and further, tbJlt no ample opportunity cl(ists to 

20 obtain a search wl!!mnt, the authorized officer may conduct a search of such premises 

21 without a Warrant; 

22 (11) stop, enter and search and stay in or on any vehicle or aircraft which he or she 

23 reasonably suspects ():f transporting ush or fi.sh products; 
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1 (C) take s~ples of any fish found in any vessel or vehicle inspected or any 

2 premises searched under this Title; 

3 (d) fpl1~)wing hot pursuit ill accordance with international law and commended 

4 within the Fishery Waters, stop, board and search outside the Fishery Waters any fishing 

5 vessel wblch he or she has reasonable grounds to believe has been used in the 

6 coormission of such offense, exercise any powers conferred by this Title in accordance 

7 with international law, and bring such vessel !lnd all Persons find things on board within. 

8 the Fishery Waters; 

9 (e) seizc~ 

10 (1) any vessel (including its fishing gC<If, equipment, stores and cargo), 

11 vehicle, fishing gear, nets or other fishing appliances or aircraft which he or she 

12 has reasonable grounds to believe has br.:en or is being used in the c01111uission of 

13 such offet1se or in respect of which the offense has been commit1ed; 

14 (ii)any fish or fish products which he has ,easonable grounds to believe 

15 have been caLLghr in the commission of all offense. or are possessed in 

16 contl"aventiort of this Title; 

17 (iii) any logs, chans or other documents required to be maintained by this 

18 Title or under the terms of any . license or other authorization or which he or she 

19 has reas.onable. grmmds to believe show or tend to show, with or without other 

20 evidence,. the commission of an offense against this Title; and 

21 (vi) anything which 11e or she has reasonable grounds to believe might be 

22 used as evidence in any proceedings under this Title; 

23 (0 arrest any person whom he or she has reasonable grounds to believe has 
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2 (4) An authorized officer may, in arresting, any person or fishing vessel which ne or she 

3 has reasonahle !:ITounds to believe has done any act in contravention of this Title: 

4 (a) use such force as is reasonahly necessary in the circumstances to effect the 

5 arrest; 

6 (h) call upon such person or persons as roay be necessary to render assistance in 

7 crrlorcetnentactivities for such time liS he ml\Y requite, and duties owed to authorized 

8 officers under this Title shllli be owed to such person Of persons while acting at the 

9 tcquest and under the instructions of such authorized officer. 

10 (5) A written receipt shall b.e given for any article or thing seized under this Section and 

11 the grounds f.or such seiZ1.lreshallbe stllted in such receipt. 

12 (6) Any person arre~ted without a warrant under fnis Section shull he taken to a police 

13 station and dealt with in accordance witb law. 

14 (7) An·authorized officer may, for the purposes.of enforcing this Title, with or without a 

is warr<mt or other pr.ocess: 

16 (a) exe.cnte allY warrant.or other process issued by any court ofcompetent 

17 jurisdiction; and 

18 (b) exerciSe any other lawful authority. 

19 (5) New provisions arc hereby inserted immediately f.ollowing Section 512, to read as 

20 foll.ows; 

21 §513.Powers of Authorized Otlicers beyond the. Fisheries Waters. 

22 (I) All authOlized .officer may exercise any .of the powers under this Title beyond the 

23 Fisheries Waters of the Marshlll1 Islands in respect of any fishing vessel or any person ell hoard 
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1 any such vessel and relating to fisheries inspectiOll, compliance or enforcement provided that the 

2exefcise of those powers is authorized by a treaty or agreement to whi.ch the Marshall Islands is 

3 a party or authorized tinder a conservation and mauagement measure of a regional !isheries 

4 management organization or arrangement to which the Marshall Islands is a member. 

s (2) 111 exercising his or her powers heyond the Fishery Waters, all authorized officer shall 

6 comply with theproceclures aud requirements under such iJilateral or multilateral treaties Or 

7 agreements or conservation and management measures implemented by a regional fisheries 

8 management orgapizatioll or arrangement. 

9 (3) The Authority may make regulations providing fQradditiollal measures and powers for 

10 llUthorized officers beyond the Fishery Watets ofthe Marshall Islands. 

1:1, (6) Insertillg a neW seetion 514 A as follows: 

12 §S14A, ReqUirements for Seized Product. 

13 An authorized ofiicer must ensure that any seized product is isQlated and detained in a 

14 11.1allper that ensures the illtegrity and saOOly of the product. Options for disposition pendi\lg all 

15 investigation and decision include burial, burning, release or other means approved by the 

16 Director. 

17 (7) Re-nllmbering of provisions. 

18 (a) The origillal Section 505 (Requirements for seized vessels, etc) is re-numbered a~ 

19 Section 514. 

20 (b) The original Section 506 (Rctnoval of parts trom seized vessels, etc.) is rc-tlumhered as 

21 Section 515. 

22 (e) The original Section 507 (Appointment of Authorized Observers) is re'l1~lll1bered as 

23 SeCtio11 516. 
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1 (d) The original Section 508 (Duties to Authorized. Observers) is re-numbered as Section 

2 517, with the fol1ow.ing amendments in subsections (I) and (6): 

'3 0) Any person on board any vessel with a VlIlid and applicable license issued or 

4 recognized pursu!lnt to this Tine shall permit any authorized observer to board and remain on 

5 sliCh vessel for the purposes of carrying out his or her duties and Jilnctions. An authorized 

6 o1:>se.rver shall exercise scientific,. eomplianee, monitoring and other functions. 

7 (6) Any person who cOntraveneS Subsection (1), (2), (3) Or (5) commits an offense and 

Supon conviction tb<;lshall be fined not less than one hun(h-ed thous!lnd ($100,000) and not_more 

9 than five hundred thousand ($50Q,000) or be imprisoned for up to six monU1s, or both. 

10 (8) 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

Insertioganew section 517 A as follows: 

§S17A. Duties ofFish Processing Establishment operators 

(1) Each operator shall, in retation to his or her tishprocessing establishment: 

(a) comply with Regulations and any conditions applying to the license; 

(b) com.ply with the approved standards iSstlcd by the Authority; 

(0) ensure that the operations of his or het fish processing establishment are 

suitably implememed and resollrced to ensure tlm1 fish or fish products are fit tor their 

intended purpose; 

(d) keep records: 

(i) to demonstrate compliance with these Regulations and any subsequent 

standards; 

Oi) to enable authorized ofiicers to trace the tllovement of fish or fish 

products from their source to consumers and vice-versa; and 
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(iii) of "ny other particulars flS may be required frotn titne to time by the 

Authority; 

(0) provide at aU times [e<!Son;lble access to an authorized officer to inspect the 

fish processing establishment and records and rel!\ted documents in whatever form 

they may be kept; 

(f) implement programs required by the AuthoritY toenSllfe tbat; 

(i) regular checksoncotnpliancewith therelluirements are made; 

(il) results of the checks are properly rcoordedarrd available for 

Inspection; 

(iii) corrective action is taken within the required time jf a check reveals 

non"compliance. 

The original Section 509 (Duties to Authorized Officers and Authorized Observers) is 

13amendCd as follows: 

12 (9) 

14 §518. Ihdies t6 Authorized Officers and Authorized Observers, 

15 The .masterand each crew member of any fishing vessel, the driver of any vehicle, the 

15 owner, martilgerand prqcessing staff of afishproCl1ssing !lstablishrnent and the pilot and 

11 crew o.f any aircraft. shall immediately co.mply with every Instruction Dr directio.n given 

18 by an authorized officer or authorized observer as appropliate, and facilitate safe boarding, 

19 entry and inspection of the vessel. vehicle or aircraft and any fishing gear, equipment, 

20 records, fish and fish pr(iducts, 

21 (1) Every person commits an Offense Who: 
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1 (a) assaults, obstructs, resists, delays, refuses boarding to, intimidates or fails to 

:2 take all reasonable measures to ensure the safety of or othervvise interferes with an 

3 authorized OUicef, or authorized observer in the perfonnance of Ills or her duties; 

4 (b) incites or encourages any other person to assault, resist Of obstruct any 

5 authorized officer or authorized observer while carrying out his or her powers or duties, 

6 or any person lawfully acting under the authori.zed officer's orders or in his or her aid; 

7 (c) USes tlu'eatenillg langlJage or b.ebaves in a thre<ltcning or insulting manner or 

8 uses abusive language 01' insulting gestures towards any authorized ·offtcel'or authorized 

9 observer while in. the execution of his or her powers of duties, or any person lawfully 

10 acting under an authorized officer's orders or in his oj' her aid; 

11 (d) fai]stQ comply with the lawful tequlrements.of an.y authorized officer or 

12 observer; 

13 (e) fails totak" all reasonable measures to en.sure the safety of an authorized 

14 officer or authQrized observer as appropriate in the performance of his or her duties, 

15 (f) furnishes to any authorlzedofficer or aUthorized observer any particulars 

16 which, to his knowledge are false or l11isleading inany respect; 

17 (g) personates or falsely represents himself Of herself to be an authorized offker 

18 or authorized observer OJ' who falsely represents himself or herself to be a pemon la'il1'ully 

19 acting under an authorized officer's ord<;~'s or in bis or her aid; 

ZO (11) personates 01: f"lsely represents himself or herself to be the master ax other 

21 officer of a fishing vessel; 

22 (i) resists lawful arrest for any act prohibited by this Title; 

23 (j) interferes wjtli, delays or prevents by any means, the apprehension 0)' arrest of 
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1 anotl1er person having fGasonablegrounds to believe that such person has committed an 

2 act prohibited by iliis Title; 

3 (k) is in breach of allY other duty to all authorized officer or authorized observer 

4 required under this Title; 

5 and upon conviction shall be fined not less than one hundred thousand ($100,000) and not more 

6 than five hundred thousand ($500,000), or may be imptisoned up to six months, or both. 

7 (4) For the purposes of Subsection (2), any person who does 110t allow any authorized 

8 officer, or any person acting lU1der his or her ordets or in his assistance, or an authorized 

9 observer to exercise any of the powers conferred 9n such person by this Title shall be deemed to 

10 be obstructing that officer, person or observer. 

11 (5) Every persOilwho, being a master. owner, .charterer, ligen! or. company established 

12 under the Jaws of the Republic of the Marshall Islands of a fishing vessel which transports an 

13 authori~d officer, inspector or observer outside the fishery waters and causes him or her to 

1.4 disembark outside ilie lelTitory or jurisdiction of Republic oUhe Marshall'lsJands, commits an 

15 offense and shall be .Jointly and severally llable on cOllvictioll to a finc not el<cceding two 

16 hlllldred alld fifty thousand ($250,000) plus aU costs of repatriation including board and lodging 

17 while Ollt of Republic of the Marshall Islands and direct transportation to Republic of the 

18 Marshall Islands. 

19 (10) The original Secllon51O (Identification of Authorized Officers) is hereby fe-numbered as 

20 Section 519. 

21 (tl) The Original SectionS1l tTranopondcr)\s repealed in its entirety. 

22 (12) Section 520 is Reserved. 

23 (13) Section 522 (Fish Sample) is amendment by renumbering it to Section 523. 
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3 In any proceedings under this title, the act or omission of any crew member of a fishing 

4 vessel or in association with a fishing vessel or the act and omission of any fish 

5processingestabIlshmeht employee shall be deemed to be that of the operator of that 

6 fishing ve sse I or fish processing establishment. 

7 (15) Section 541 is amended as follows: 

8 §541. Jurisdi¢tion Qf the Co.urt. 

9 (1) Any ilct or omission in contravention of any of the provisions of this Title committed: 

10 (a) by any person withIn the Fishery Waters; 

11 (b) outside the Fishery Waters by any citizen .. or person ordinarily resident in 

12 Republic of the Mar$haH ISlands; or 

13 (c) outside the fishery Waters by an operator, Captain or Master of a fishing 

14 vessel1icensedto fish in the Fishery Waters; or 

15 Cd) by any person on board any fishing vessel registered in the Republic of the 

1& Marshall Islands; shall be dealt With and j1)diciat proG~cdillgs taken as if s\lCh actor 

17 omission had taken place in Republic of the Marshall Islands within the jurisdktioll.of 

18 the High COurt 9fthe Republic ofthe Mar$hall Islands. 

19 (2) Where an authorized officer or authorized Observers is exercislllg any powers 

20 conferrcdon him outside the fishery waters in accordance with this Title, any act or omissioh. of 

21 any person in contravention of any of the provisions of this Title, shall be deemcd to have been 

22 committed within the FiShery Waters. 

23 (16) Insertlllg new section 55JAas follows·; 
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2 The Authority may require, through Regulations and subsequent standards, for 

3 fishing vessels and fish processing establishments to prepare and hold doelunenis and 

4 records pertaining to thecllmpliance with this Title. 

S (17) Section 561 is amended as follows: 

6 §561. Forfeiture of properly. 

7 (1) Any fishing vessel or fish prQcessing establishment including its fishing gtlar. 

8 furniture, appmtenanctls, stores, cargo and aircraft, and all or part all or part of any fish, fish 

9 products, fishing gear, vehicle, fish processingestablishmcnt or aircraft used in or connected 

10 with the commission of any act prohibited by this. Title, and where any fish seized in connection 

11 With the offense have been sold, the prnceeds of the side of the fish, shall be sulliect to forfeiture 

12 to the Government of the Republic of the Mar8hall Islands pursuant to a civil proceeding under 

13 this Section. 

14 (18) Inserting a new Part Xli asfulk1ws: 

15 

16 §569. 

Part XII Complaints, Notic¢s and Investigations 

Dissatisfaction with decision of authorized offlcer 

17 (I) Any person who is dissatisfied with any requirement, direction or decision given Of 

18 made mlder this Act or associated regulations and standards by 1111 authorized officer may deliver 

19 notice in writing to the Director of the Anthority within twenty one (21) working, days fr0111 the 

20 date of such requirement, dire.ction or decision requesting tbe Dire.ctor to reconsider the 

21 rcqtl1rement, directioil or decision. Such a complaint shall be on the. approved form given in the 

22 Regulations to this Act. 
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1 (2) The Director may, direct an authorized officer to reconsider such requirement, 

2 direction or decision, subject to the requirements and standards established by this Act or 

3 Regulations. 

4 §570. Precautionary notice. 

S (1) Where ~ authorized officer suspects that an activity, matter or thing is in 

6 contravention of this Title or is in breach of the conditions of a fish processing establishment 

7 license, he or .she may issue a notice requidng the relevant operator to comply with. any 

8 requirement specified. in this Act. 

9 (2) The notice may require, but not limited to, any of the following; 

10 (1l) that information be provided in relation to the activity, mafter .or thing to 

11 satisfy the Director that there is no breach ofthls Act or conditions of the license pf a fish 

12 processing establishment; 

13 (b) that alternative a()tiYities or operating techniques be considered and employed 

14 to avoid the breach pf this Act Qrcpnditions. of the license pfa fish processing 

15 establishment; 

16 (c) that improvements or alterations be made inrelat10n to the activity, matter or 

17 thing to the s.atisfaction of the Director, to .avoid the breach of this Act or conditions of 

18 the license of a fish prpcessing establishment; and 

19 (d) any other requirel'nent as determined by the Director, to ensure that the 

2.0 activity, matter or trung will not breach this Act or conditions of the lieense of a fish 

21 processing establishment. 

22 (3) Any person served with a notice under this Part shall ensure that the requirements 

23 stated in the notice are complied wlth withil1the time stipulated, and shall satisfy the Director, 
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1 prior to the expiration to that time, (hat the activity. matter or thing is not or is no longer in 

2 contravention of this 1:'alt Of this Title Of conditions of the license of a fish processing 

3 establishment. 

4 §571. Notil:c toreetify or cease activity 

5 (1) A notice may be issued under this Title whether or a not a precautionary notice has 

I; been served nnde!" section 570, 

7 (2) Whe!"e the Director is of the opioion. that thel'c is occurring, or may occur, an act 

& which involves an immediate threat to health, access to markets or national interest arising out of 

9 fish or fish products, the Director may issue a notice under this Title 

10 (3) A notice issued under this section shall: 

11 (a) be directed to any person whom it is believed is carrying out the act. or 

12 llPpru:ently bils \lonttol over it; 

13 (b) specify theac! and the nature of i.t5 effect to health, aceess to markets or 

14 national interest; 

15 (c) require that the act cease., or not to be done, until the Director is satisfied that 

16 the threat or risk no longer exists. 

17 (4) A notice may be served tOlder this Title notwithstanding any approval, license or 

18 permit that has been granted in relation to the activity. 

19 (5) The Director shall 110t be liable ill respect of any loss or damage arising from, orin 

20 any way cQmtected With, the issuing ofa notice under this reglliation. 

21 §572. Investigations. 
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1 < I) The Director shall have the authority to conduct investigations into the operations of 

2 any fish processing establishment or in respect of any fish or fish products which are in breach or 

3 are suspected of being in breach of this Act. 

4 (2) Without affecting any prosecution, the Director may suspend or cancel any license 

5 issued Ulldcr this Act ifhe or she finds that an operator has breached any of this Act or condition 

6 of license offish processing establishment. 

7 (3) Thq Director muy, in his or her discretion, in relation to Ihis regUlation: 

g (a) suspend the license until the Inatter complained of has been rectified to the 

9 satisfaction of the Mmlager; or 

10 (dl cancel the license. 

11 (4) Any person no! satisfied with any decision of the Director under this Act may appeal 

12 such decision to the Court, having jurisdiction of the matter, within two (2) months after the 

13 decision ofthe Director. 

14 Section 6. Effective Date. 

15 These amendments shall take effect on the date of certification ill accordmlce with the 

16 provisions of Articl" TV Sect!c>l121 of the Constitution o(th" Republic of the Marshall Islands, 

i7 and the Rules of Procedures of the Nitijela. 

18 

19 CERTIFICATE 

20 1 hereby certify: 

21 

22 

1. That Nitijela Bill No.lOONDl passed by the Nitijela of the Republic of the 

Marshall Islands on the 1..&<l~ day of ~\::IlIY' , 201 j; and 
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2. 
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That I am satisfied that Nitije1a Bill .No.l OONDl was passed in accordartce with 

the relevant provisions of the Constitution of the Republic of the Marshall Islartds 

artd the Rules of Procecluresc of the Nitijela. 

I hereby place my signature before the Clerk this PIt" day of Oc~ 2011. 

Attest! 

Speal<er 

Nitijela of the Marshallislartds . 
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1 Schedule 1: 

2 (Section 502(2) 

3 Marshall Islands Record of Fishing Vessels 

4 INORMATION TO BE PROVIDED IN AN APPLICATION FOR RECORDING A 

$ VESSEL ON THE RECORD OF IiISHING VESSELS TO FISH IN AREAS BEYOND 

6 THE FISHERY WATERS OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS 

7 

Nameofthe.Fi~hing Vessel 

WCPFC Identification Number (WIN) 

Previous names (if any) 

Port of registry 

Name and address onhe owner or Owners 

and beneficiary owner/owners. 

Name and nationality of the master 

Previous flag (if any) 

~ 

International Radio Call sign 

Vessel communication types. and numbers 

(Inmarsat A, B and C numbers and 

satellite te[ephonenumber) 

Color photograph of the ve~sel 

Where and when the vessel was buHt 

Type of vessel 
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Normal crew complement 

type of fishing method or methods 

Length 

Moulded depth 

Beam 

Gross registered tonnage 

Power of main engine Of enghles 

Carrying capacity, including freezer type, 

capacity and number, and fish hold 

capacity 
.. _-

Areas intending to fish 

.. -.-.-.-"-,".",.,,. 

Details of licenses iss\led by other coastal 

States (if applicable). 

1 

3 Signed 

4 Date 

5 

--

-.-.-~ 

I 
I ._ .. 
1 

---,y,-_ ...... 

48 

. _.-

-. 

BILL NO.: JOOND! 

'V·L. 'Zoll- "30 

i 

..• ,. __ ...• 

-~ 

-



BILL NO.: lOONDl 

p.L... ~11- (,;,g. 

1 Schedule 2 

Z (Sect jon 503(8)) 

3 Vessel Marking Specificatiol1£ and Standards 

4 1. Ll These specificatiOns are intended to implement the FAO Standard Specifications for the 

5 Marking and Identification of Fishing Vessels 

6 L1 <2 These specifications shall apply to the op.eration of all tishlng vessels entitled to fiythe 

7 flag of the Marshall Islands and authorized to fish beyond the Fishery waters of the Marshall 

8 Islands. 

9 2.1 General requirements 

10 2. L1 TIle OWller. or operator. or charterer, or JesSee subnlitting an application for recording a 

11 fishing vessel Oil the Marshall Islands Record of Fishing Vessels shall ensure that: 

12 

13 

~4 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

(a) 

(b) 

the vessel is marked. for identification with its International Telecommunication 

Union Radio Call Signs (IRCS); 

the. vessels to which an IReS has not heen assigned, is marked either with the 

characters allocated by the International Telecommunication Union (lTU) to the 

Marshall fslands or such other chara.ctcrs of national identification as may be 

required under any bilateral fishery agreements entered into by the Marshall 

Islands and followed by, as appropriate, the lishing authorization or vessel 

registration number assigned to the vessel by any regional fisheries management 

organization to which the Marshall Islands is a member or coopernting non­

member. In such cases, a hyphen shall be placed between the nationality 

identification characters and the license or registration number identifying the 

vesseL 
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Whichever system is used from 2.1.1. (a) OT (b) above, that identifier shall, for the 

2 purpose of tbe Commission for the Conservation and Management of Highly 

3 Migratory Fish Stocks in the WesteJu aJld Central Pacific Qc.ean (hereafter 

4 WCPFC), be c"!Ued the WCPFC Identification Number (WIN) 

5 2.1.2 Apart from the vessel's name or identification mark a1idthe port of registry as may be 

6 reqUired by international practice or nati()nal legislalion, the WIN as specified shall be the only 

7 other vessel identification mark. consisting of letters a1id numbers to be painted on tbe hull or 

8 $1Iperstructore; 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

2.2. 

2:2.1 

MIITking$ and other tj)chnicalspeCifications 

The WIN in the Engllsb laJIgu"!ge sl1;l1l be displayed prominently at all times: 

(a) on the vessel's hUll or sup.erstructore, port and starboard. Op.erators may place 

fixtures that are inclined a! aoangle to the vcss.cl's side, or superstructure· provided 

that tbe ,angle of inclination would not prevent sighting of the sign from another 

vessel or from the air; 

(b) on a deck, except as provided for in paragraph 2.2.4 below. Should an awning or 

other temporary cover be placed so as toobsc;we the mark on a. deck, tlw awning 

.of cover shall also be marked. These marks sh.ould he placed athwart ships. With 

18 the top of the ulj1llbers.or letters tovyards the bow. 

19 2.2.2 The WIN shall be placed: 

20 

21 

22 

23 

(a) 

(b) 

as high as possible above thtl waterline On both sides of tbe vessel and that such 

parts of the hull as the flare of the bow and the stern are aVQided; 

in a manner that does not allow the marks to be obscured by the fishing gear 

whether it is stowed or in use; 

so 



1 

2 

3 

4 

(c) 

Cd) 
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so that they are clear of .flow from scuppers or overboard. discharges including 

areas which might be prone to damage or discoloration from the catch of celtain 

types of species; and, 

so tbatthey do I10t extend below the waterline. 

5 2.2.3 Undecked vessels shall not be required to display the W1N on a horizontal surface. 

6 However, where practical, the WIN may be fitted·on a board so that it may be clearly seen 11:0m 

7 theaiI-; 

II 2.2A Boats, skiffs and craft carried by the vessel for fishillg operations shall bear the same 

9 WIN as the vessel concerned. 

10 2.2,5 The operators of vessels shall comply with the following in placing the wIN ou the 

11 vessel: 

12 (a) that block Il;ltteril,1g and lIumbering is used throughout; 

13 (b) that the width of the letMs and numbers is in ptoportion to the height; 

14 (c) the height (h) of the letters and numbers is in proportion to the size of the vessel 

1.5 shall be in accordauc", Winl the following: 

16 (i) tor the W1N to ))e played. on the hull, superstructure and/or inclined 

17 sutfaces: 

18 

Length of vessel overall (LOA) 

in metres {in) 

25 maud over 

2.0 m btlt less than 25 :t;ll 

51 

Height of letters and numbers in 

metres 1m) is not less than: 

LOrn 

O.8m 



1 

2 

15 m but less than 20 m 

12 m but less than IS m 

5 m bm less than 12 m 

Undcr5 m 

0.6m 

OAm 

0.3111 

OJ m 
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(ii) for the WIN to be placed on deck: the height is not less than 0.3 m for all 

classes of vessels. of 5 m and over; 

3 (d) the length of the hyphen is halfthe height oflhe letters and numbers; 

4 (e) the width of the stroke for all letters, munbers and the hyphen is h/6.; 

5 (1) the. space between letters andlor numbers does not exceed hl4 nor be Jess thanh/6.; 

6 (,g) the space between adjacent letters having sloping sides (loes not exceed 1f/8liot he 

7 less Ihan/1/1O ; for example A V. 

8 (h) the WIN is white on it black background, or black on a white background; 

9 (i) the background shall extend to provide a bm-der around the WIN of not less than 

10 k/6; 

11 0) good quality marine pllint is used throughout; 

the WIN meets the r<1quirements of these Specifications where tetro-reflective or 

13 heat generating substances are used; and, 

12 (~) 

14 

15 

16 

(1) the WIN and the background ate maintained in good condition a! all times. 
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