00 E G LT AN W B

1

13

14

15,

17

18

21

22

23

24

25

- 26

NITIJELA OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS |
34" CONSTITUTIONAL REGULAR SESSION, 2613 BILL NO.:42ND1

. 'f?¢,2w3;23
ANACT

{o repeal Chapter 3, Title 14 of the MIRC the Education Act of 1992, and to enact in its

place an Act 1o es.mbhsh an sutonomous public school system: to provide for a National
- Education Board and- Commissioner of Education; to provide for independent personnel and

financial mana;gemt,nt budgeting, etc; and f@r related purposec;

BE IT ENACTED BY THE NITIELA OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS:

PART 1 - PRELIMINARY

- Section 301. Short title,

This Ch.aptéi%may be cited as the Marshalii Islands Public School _Sysiam Act, 20130

Section'302,  Interpretation.

As used i this Cl_zaplfer; tnless the context otherwise requi-r%:s; the .'fi_}i}'m&iﬁg'%&d,t'ﬁsi shail-
e thse manings: | |
{2) . ag,ent{s,} means & body cicated by ]m}%f or .iﬁy contract having the-_ﬁduciéiryf.
tcl&atlonshtp w1th the Mmhhy of f"ducat:mu | |
R0} “Board” or “National Board” means the National Board of Education established
under Secttou 306. Dmsmn 2 of this E‘ha]otm“5 _ | o

(¢} “{‘mmmss:ener of Education”™ or “Comimissioner” means -the Commissianar

responsible Tor the everdll -admiﬁistraﬁcn'df the Public School system of BEducation pursuant to

Section 3}? :

: (d) “Gov«;«immwh-t agencies™ means any executive department, independent commission,
hoard, bqre'em, office, or other e_stablishmm’lt of the Government of the R_gpubi._ic_ §_f the Marshall
Istands, or any-qués'i~pub]ic institution which is supported in whole or i part by national funds;

(6) “lund” means fund established unider Section 338;
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- .(ft"-) ""‘Lécaf. :Boarﬁ’-" means 4 :Locai Bwal‘d of Education c::.st_'aib'lfis}wd.uﬁder' .Secti.dréa. ’H() of
this Chapter;
{g) “M iilisferj?’ﬁ means the M.iniéter responsible 'fjfor-Mirﬁisny:ofﬁsiuciatiim;
) “Ntﬁnpuﬁl‘i‘c sch‘ém’? means: . | o
{a}ya relwmualy OF wmmunuy Ei‘(}i.lpn suppﬁm,d %{:huui .undez caﬁege graée
-whether Qr not i _w._;pe_wcs or has received ﬁnanmal ass:lqtancc from the - (wvemmem in
'accﬂrdéuaca: =w;1th, Article },E?-S-e’ctz:an*z (3yof the Lonsﬁﬁmpm or - | |
' (b) any other s;:'?afgc}i.!; gﬂd&lcﬂi}égéz .:grégie*? which normally charges tuition or éihé_:t .
: 'fee. for _afteijdance;'
{1y “Primary sc.hooi et -“P;:i:miafv: edueation” means Kiﬂ@cx‘gaﬁeﬁ .thmugﬁ gmde 8.

:(_") “Pub ic. Schml” means a school, tﬁ;der.'(:_Q}_:Igige___gréde, which -derives 1t%supp0rt

entirely or in wt;.-_frrdm public funds; provided that *public s¢hool” does not inchude a school

specified undér Subsection 302(h) of this Section, wheiher or not such school derives its support

from p.ub’ii.cfuud&

. .shall seTve as @epdrlmcnﬁ of Ldueaimn for eiemmtarv and secandarv schoal programs. -

{1y “School propcsta;y”_ AN pmpmfty_ of ‘_thfa.i’ublic Sc;honl‘ Sys.tém and in_c:iudeis Wzthaut |
'I-i'fz}imtic}ii. 'tx-:xi;béoics:and educati‘éytmai su;:vpﬁes';' ::«:‘qnipm'ém ﬂtr}i{tufe and tua.if.*
. {m} ‘Secondary sclmol or sewndary education” means. Grades 9 through 12..
{n} *‘f.,i)mmissmmr ‘means the Cc)muussmner of I"ducmmn
(0} “Special educau_mnf means -u:lst:cuctmag prOgraIS. OF related service's s;zeci;ﬁcaiiy

edu{:a{sc}nal p_rﬁgra_m_s-a‘ﬂd appgrtumixes for all childien,
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(p) “Ministry of Edueation™ means the ministry responsible for all formal education

‘program and agencies seiving pre-schoel age children to college level youth and adults,

-i‘tzciudfing formal education, informal education. and TVET programs.

Application of Article VILof the Constitution

Pursuant to Section (13(3) and. _Srccfidn*(é})(i} of Article VII of the Constitution of the

Marshall Islands. the Public Service Commission does tiot apply in relation to the Public Schoal

System:

Section 304.  Public School System Established

There is hereby established, 4 Public School System (“PSS”) within the Ministry of

Eﬂﬂcaﬁo‘n, which shall be the autonomous. body msponsihle for the administration .of public

~ primary and 5e'condéi;'y. p;@grﬁmg in :ﬂi‘e _Rep_ub‘] ic. The public school system shall be governed by

aboard to be khawn as the National Board of Education.

' PART 2 - GOVERNING BODIES OF PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM

' i}isrisiérr 1, Minis*te?-ofﬁ'dm;’aﬁzm

‘Powers of the Minister.
The Minister shall be a mémber-of the National Board and shiall have the power to:
{1} Provide oversight of the administration and operation of the public schoal system;

(2) Provide linkage with respect to policy and budgetary miatters between the Board and

the: Cabinet »
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{3) Provide Linkage {0 Otheri-éigenéi.éé 1mludmg buinot Timited to the (f},o‘i?lé ¢ of Marshalt
, g

Islands, National Training Council, University of the South Pacific Fxtension Program and the

RMI-USP Joint Education Program, Scholarsliip Bodrd, with the Public School System:

(4) Approve Boards selection of the Commissioner of Education; and

:( ﬁ}A;‘ipmvc the disbursement of ﬁnn_d sitbjeet to approved budget;

Division 2: - National Board of Education

Section 306. ~ Establishmient; Composition; ete

(1) There is hereby established a National an_rd;of E_ducatjon h.@reini;ft_er (“the Board™, .

consistinig of five members, appointed by the Cabinet from five (5) main geographical districts in

the Republic which are as follows; one from the southern distriot, one from the central distrief,
one fron the nofthern district, one from the eastern disuict, and one from the western district of
appointed by the Minister as follows:.

(a) one teacher to represent the interests of the teachers;.

(b) one represent a non-public schools: and

(b 0116-:§§present the interest of parents, students or gﬁbrdians. ﬁ
(2) Far the purpose of this Chapier, the southemn distiict covers ,s::bon; Namdile,
_Ki,l;i/Biie;ini,:/Eji't.Taluit, the central district cavers Ailinglaplap, Jabat and Nanu, northern d‘istriét .
covers, Aﬁr, Maloelap, Wotje, Ailuk, Utrok, Likiep and Mejit eas_té.rn di_su-ic;cﬁovegs Arno, Mili,
Majuro, and western _diéﬁ“ié{ covers Kwajalein, Ellep, Ujae, Laé, Wotho, Rongelap and

Enewetak.
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(3) the members shall appoint _amc_’:rﬁgst the Board membership except for the Minister, a

:c'hairpritrsnn and a vice-chaitperson, The Chairpe_rsbn shall ptesi_de:z;t meelings of the Board, Th& .
Vice Chairperson shall serve as the presiding officer of the Board in the absence of the

Chairperson,

{4} In appointing persons to serve on the Board pursyant to subsection (1) of this section,

the Cabinet must enstre that a candidate:

- fai);i"xfOIds.a_ Bachelor of Arts degree.,
(b) has no erimiral i_’é.i{my "r:t‘ifc.erds;
_ (c)ﬁhas;'af least Syears experience, war};ing ina iesp{_}nﬁible position;
) be .2_;5_ ﬂfe'm‘s and oidéf;. and
(ejg)}@ia:sgbeen: _re$£d¢'d in: the Marshall I-s’l_aﬁds ZE(:):I" at least five (5) years, -
Section 307, 'T.efm_s‘; ?acahcy'; ziil_awah_ca,.

Al )Agppinie;i members of me, Board shaifls_érvea téj:_m of fout; (_4}: years ﬁxéep‘t that the
t‘e_i#m-b,_t'fﬁig.ﬁriz‘f members elected shall be det'm‘mingd- by drawing of lots wiﬂl three members
l'sg:_rx%i_r.xg. ﬁ.fat-‘m of four féz;u;s é‘n'c_i_ two m‘émbe_rs sewing aterm of two years. The _'friémSerﬁ' |
appx)imed by; (Liaibiné; shall serve fora term of ﬁ}ﬁr (_4) years,

L2} Any vacancy on -ihe L’goarci eéused by dm{h -:resi-gpation, or remioval of an _a@poime_d
member shaﬁl_ }:_)'e_:. filled in the same manner as the original appointment to serve the unexpired
term of that vacaney. _

Sect_innﬁﬁ&_ Meetings; p'race'd_urcsi of the -Bo:;ra_‘:l
{h Meeﬁ:ng of t:h:er Board shall be held once eve_ry three (‘3} m_c:rmhs‘ A speéiai meeting

shall be called by the Chairman or by majority of the Board members when matters arise..
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) 2 Other than .sj;peé‘iai meeting of tﬁe-Bnard, members shall Be notified in writing by the

Chafrman or other person designated by the Board ul least ene week before the date of any

:'n'meting_.
.'(3'5 Subject to. this C‘ha;éier and any other 3ans¢ thé Board shall’ aieteﬁﬁine- its own

:pmct,dmca to pmﬂd@ ior the qumum and th»:, ¢onduct of meetings; the appomtmmt and: du’nes of

| ja bcweiarv ()i the Beard and any other matters reidf;mg, o the Board and its opelatmm and

_pmcedurﬂs whmh it deeims appmp: iate.

.Seczion 389.. iners, Funéﬁnns and ?)i‘:tiés Gf the Board.-

ihe Board shall havn the i cs!lowmg powers, functmns afid dum,s
Qi) fo rcmnt the Cmnmmmms of ‘quc,atzan of the Puhlm %hooi ‘iystam;
(Zyto 'f()rmul'mé p@}ici'es- in ﬁQnSuitati()fq with ;ﬁgi{ilabinet; _
| {3) exercise :agﬂﬁfol.bver public school system through Q‘onitﬁiﬁ&imiér of Eﬁﬁéaﬁbng
and tﬁe Laca_l ;Board of edu‘c‘a‘ti;:m within eaeh‘iioc‘al government ju‘risdicticm'
(4) o make mmmmendaimns through Ehe Mmmer oty matters o{“ edueamm policy and
an} related bud guarv matters o the Cabinet;. R

(5)i0-establish and revise as necessaty on fis own of through its agents, rules, regulations

and policies. for the operation of the Public School System, including policies rélatin‘g 1o the

recruitment, promotions and personnel appeal processes; and removal of all ‘Public School

"S}swm -staaai?if‘; o 'héal?th and welfarg benefits:
{6) to provide fiscal oversight including yeview ‘and apgz}rm'ak af the PSS hudget for
Presentation to the Cabinet and Nitijela;

{7) 10 establish financial policies arid controf systems with:.
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(a) the Minisiry of Finance requirements for audit purposes as set out under the
Financial Management Act;

(b) the Fiscal Procedures Requirements of the Ministry of Finance and other

fundmg ~sou;fces;
(c) Fiscal Procedures Agreement as under the Coftipact as Amended, in regards to
the use of Compaot funding; and | |
| (d) the ﬁfﬁg;lr_ement -reqnﬁemen_tssat out under the Procurement Code (44 MIRC

'C.Eiapt'er 0.

(8) 10 ‘make fécommendations on matters refér fo iti ‘subsection (3) of this Section to the

‘Minister;

(9) to approve and establish curricula and courses of instruction and administrative

.pQIicieSj of :t;"lie public school systern, including special projects and funded pro gtams;

(10 1o accept on behalf of the public school system, gifis, grants, donations, bequests,

and :dtl?f_ze r contribu_t'i ons fo improve and expand céﬁﬁatien pmgmms; !airzé | o

(11) toissue éhé‘ftgr-‘s. for private 'épho.eis, develop po;iic:i,es for aecre_;ditatioﬁ of pubtic and
private rs;chmis dpetgtinfg:‘in fhe RMIL

{12} to coordinate its policies in accordance with the Public Service Commission 45 and

“when the need arises and to mediate grievance matlers.

0

21

22

Division 3~ Local Board of Education

‘Section 310, Loeal Boards of Education:
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(1) Each LQcal (Jovx‘:‘mment shall form a Local Boarci of Educauon (“Local Bcard b
wrihm jts local Juusdutmn in accordance with rules promulgated by the Board of Education for

their astablv;hment composmcm and procedm es: The Nanonal Board shail retain fiscal overmﬁht-

_ Qver. the Local Board. -

(2 To assume responsibilities 1o administer local -public. schools within its local

_ ,jjuﬁsciiction_ pursusant to ‘sn:b'seciicin (1) of this Section, and of Section 311, th_e: Na_t-iona_;l :B’oard =

shall ensure that a I;Gé_al-(:‘(oyemmgmi is ready 1o undertake sqﬁh:::ﬁsﬁoﬂsibilitigs;, and pmﬁdéd '

that a Local Government must establish a Board, create a Bylaw, provide school improvement

plans and Managerﬁe‘nit plans, etc, in-otder to delegate such autharity to administer local _pubﬁcz

“schiools within a loeal government jurisdiction.

CSection 311, - ancﬁ_oﬁ_s‘ of Local Boards.

‘Each Local Boajéd shall Have the following furetions:

: {;_'I.'jiu;nder cbmmunity‘-bas',cd governance of schools, each Lipcal Board shall oversee the - :

‘operation of local public schools within that local government jirisdiction in accordance with the

specifications of a memorandum of inderstanding with thé Department and with the provisions

of primary school certification granted by the Board, including, but not limited 10, business and

persoringl ﬁﬁ-aﬂagemenf-’ facilities and ptopﬁr't}f maintenance; budgeting and accounting of funds

aliocdted by Board with the ‘educational :-,tarldards set forth in this Act ar.id regu‘latmns _

prcsmulgated under thiS A{:i‘

) _:m‘a;k_e- provisions for school-based management of scheols within ‘that local

‘government jurisdiction, including involvement of the school commiunity in the educational




10

1

e

13
14

6

17

18

18

20

21

22

23

BILL NO.:42NDI
P.L.20%- 2%

process in each school, which shall include administrators, teachers, staff, parents, students and

- interested cifizens;

{3) establish and support school or GG;M&!I}'i’t}’*bﬁS&d adv_iés_ofy commiittees on education

10 review and . advise fhe Local Board “for that Local Govcrziﬁaent jurisdiction regarding
-~ objectives, plans, budgets, policies, procedures. program and other matters being considered by

- the Local Board;

{4) establish particular educationdl goals, objectives and standards for schools within that

Local Government jurisdiction pursuant fo rules prescribed and approved by the Board

{5 develop an anual education plan, which shall be approved: by the Board, designed fo

achieve reasonable progress by each student toward the goals set forth by the Board; including
;a{ihiwénié_n‘ﬁ of a-;:;;n_ininium- standard of proficiency and self-relance, which may include the

* following:

(a) curricular changes:
(b) in-serviee wraining programs for teachers;
3 {¢) di&gms_tic.; ;eme&iizjh or 'Skilf!_»ﬂla.f.ﬁtgnjsmc& programs for s_tuden_is;.
(&}5 consultations with parents or guardians;
o e) ahy_ :gﬂxerfmeasu res-designed to p.xfomgte_;.}zragr'es_s. -towm'ds sucﬁ goals;

{6} ;wazm@ student progress towards the goals of the Public School 'Sys';iémﬁ, including

~minimum standards of proficiency and self-reliance, by means of annual t@s'ti_ng, or other means

as the Local Board degms proper to determine student needs, ensure student progress, and assess
the degree to which the goals have been ach_iev‘e_d;; and
- (7) submit réquests, comments and recommendations for action to the National Board for

consideration,
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Division 4 — Commissioner of Education

Scction 312, - Admiinistrative fanctions

(1) The Cominissioner of Education shall be responsible for the overall administration

andd i_m.pieinen;tm'im] of-._pu"b:lic: eieniemar:y and. secondary educational programs in the Republic.
In the di_seharge: of 'ﬂit_es.e- ffam_ctimasg the {Eomna_issiqﬁer éha[i be m&;p@ma’ibie f(_)_r th_e ﬁﬂldwin g
A ihe overall adminis;mtién and-gpemﬁ{ms.of the public sehool system;
| (b) tﬁezr&mrmﬁmént,- promiotion gnd removal Qf‘_ teat:ﬁe_rs an_& stafl :;in accordance
with .fﬁ]esg regulai f;ms ar;é _m;!;ic_ieé p‘r(}.miLligaﬁed ptirsuant to't_hisﬁ Avty. |
(e) ii_lﬁgit@:fi’nﬁé: and éval'ua:t_ai'ng’thé Local Boards of iﬁ’qucgt‘ion and all public and
nonpublic schools: |
' (d) :cgnducéing gaﬁonwidf‘: student testing, rese'zircii.md" planning, for pridgtam_
'i_m?m'vemém; : | |
| {e) the development of curriculum and fnstructional materials:
: { {'} a::sﬂstamz: -e;ndi supp_orf ;io- i;;);a:]r B’Qzuﬁs of Edﬁcaiién ané s‘éh(}{)ls inlocal
govémaﬂée éﬁﬁﬁ-ﬁc}xmlmamggmmt,_ in_ch,i_c{i-ﬁg mmmunii_;’yEnva_i?emént,_ ad‘mi_entis‘frs?n:'iita..f{’t.s o
: -ihsﬁrur;tiom sta;ff development and evailﬂaticjni
 (2) special services for students and for the community:
- (h) budget preparation, execution, and aeéc;uﬁtin:g;
(ij facilitates planning, coordination and reporting; and

(i) carrying other directives of the Board,

PART 3 -~ EDUCATION POLICIES AND STANDARDS

16.
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: E.fv::sia}e' 1 - Educational Stﬁkéﬁr&s
Section 313, Goal
(B Tine' goal of the public school system in the Rc;pubigic shall be: |
(a)t0 prov_‘ic:&: a thorough and cfficient system of education 1oall children in the Reﬁubii@
regardiess of _soéiogcoiiaxniQ_ stats, - -d_-iisabi.litie's?-_ or gcagr.aph%cai lﬁeaﬁon, the educational

opportunity that will prepare them to’ ciesveiop'_inm selitreliant individuals and to function

-sacially, politically and ecoriomically in'the society; and

- (bY 1o encourage citizen involvement in educational matiers by providing for schools that

. gudrantee and suppoit local participation. consistent ‘with the goal of thorough and efficient

system.of education serving afl of the children of the Republic,

Se;_cﬁoxi_?.i:it_-.. Guidelines

The following guidelines shall serve. as major elements for the achisvement of the educational

goal provided in Section 313 and for the imp'{ementaiiim of this Chapter:.

&) thé estabilishriient of educational goals at the national and 'Ic-cal-le@isg
(b ‘thc; en;:jgurag@m@m.éf pal_:;l i_;g -inyo‘l_veém_eng .i_n thL estgbiishment and 'i;ﬁ.p.l.emeﬁiaﬁon m":
c:duemiénﬁai goafs;. | |
: (c} instruction intended o produce the atainment of responsible fevels of proficiency in:
- (i) :{a}ig Majel and Mantin Majel, o he-;éughtﬁin all elementary scheols; and
(ii} ~all major academic :s'u'bjécm?_ ' inciuding, basic communications and
‘computational skills; | |

(d) a studentsteacher ratio of not more than thirty (30) students per teacher in each '

classroom;

11
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(2} free public kindergarten to all five year olds in the Republic 4s resonrees permit;
() a breadth of program offerings designed to develop the individuals talents and abilities
of students, including vocational and technical subjects;

(g) programs and supportive Services for all students, eéspecially those who are

_eduba_ti@nally-dis’advas.lﬁtﬁagﬁd of who have special educational needs, including but not limited to

counseling, guidance, health education and related services. and programs to help students

" develop academically; personally and socially;

{h) .éﬁdegna_teiy equigr;pedg_ -lsa:r_i'iiar.y-and; secure physical facilities and adequate materials- .
and supplics |

® qualified teachers and adrinistrators;

R éfﬁciéut'ad'minisimtive procedures;

(k) an ;a-déqﬁatépf@gf&:ﬁ of‘ _fe‘s_e:ar;h: and development; and

(1) evaluatiofn and monitoring programs 4t both the national and local levels,

Section 313, - Curriculum .

{13 ‘The iBﬁaéd shall establish rminimum :standar.ds; for instruction, curciculum

development, dnhd content of ccui:ses* at appropriate icveis to promote uniform levels of

'aéh.i_e-s{cm_ént;

{2) Instruction in fhﬁ Marshallese language, custom culture and history sf.zaii be
compulsory, -and s]ﬂaH -Be- p._x_:c_n:i:ided at a"'l.i. ;pi'eséll'ooi :lév-e_l 's¢1;00¥sgﬁlernentéry“ level schools,
secoﬂ&ary .iev;:is schogis;_ ':Ilmsfruciio_ns:- shall include assessment of -sﬁ_i_dmt heed%;, ééiect_ien of

appropriate’ learning activities, methodolegies and malerials and evaluation of the student’s

attainment of objectives. The ewriculum shall permit continuous progress along sequential Hnes

12
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Section 317.  Sehool Year -

of development in-academic as well as vocational areas. The curriculum shall be of sufficient

depth and breadth to meet the needs, interests and abilities of the students in that particular

eonmunity,

3y All secﬂndsit‘y level -stfud_etus in the Rﬁpubliu shall be.required o pass. an examination

on the Marshallese language, custom, ¢ulture and history, in order to obtain a secondary

education diploma or certificate, except for students wheo are not Tn the system for three. (3) years.

(4) The Board or through its agents shall develop a course on the Marshallese language.

custom, culture and history, to be known as Marshallese Studies for the purposes of this section.
~(3) The Board or through it$ agent shall provide training for teachers on Marshallese

Stadies:

' .Sédt:ifc:m; 316. Texthooks. and 'Maferi’:ti_s;

The Board shall establish a textbook committes fo review and evaluate textbooks and
materfals. before. purchase in order to- determine their suitability as may Be consistent with. -

economy and destrable within any curriculivn differences in the schools of the Repiiblic:

Divisioir 2 - School Year and Attendance

The school year shall consist of no less than one hundred eighty five (185) days of sehool

in- session, exclisive of holidays provided that any increase thereof of days shall be made

pursuant to the  promulgation of regulation under Section 346 and'in consultation with the,

.schobis. Each of the schools in the-ReﬁLiblizc may. with the approval of the Board esmblishf

13
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dates need ot be uniform t_iﬁm‘ug}mut the Republic.

_Ssei:ticn-ﬁ 18. Compulsory Enrolment and A‘ttendanée

{ 1A child who attains the age of five (5) years on or prior o the cunﬁr‘mmement date of

any S_choo.i year shall be eligible to enroll in, and cominence elementary level education in any
sehool i the Republic: The enrolment and attendance of a child under this Subsection shall be

‘compulsory, and the onus is placed on the parent(s) or guardian{s) to ensure that such child i

enrolled in, and regularly attends school.

1o enroll in secondary [evel education in arty school in the Republic,

St_zet_-iécinﬁ 319; Schaool Attendante Area
Al students shall be required to attend tjhe.p.uzblic: school located in the area in which they

reside, or dny nonpublic sches! whether or not it is located in the attendance area in which ‘they

‘teside.” Attendance 4t a ‘public school in another school attendance aréa may be granted at the -

di’ﬁtmﬁ_&ﬁ of the .C?G;nmissisner. Attendance of a secondary school at a iﬁ-ffere_ﬂi pﬁb’iic’ high -
schoo! than the dn‘c ser.izi.rig the student’s atlendance area shall require prior written approval of

the Commissioner or the Commissioner’s degignee.

'Se@ticn 320. ?a_rcnjt’s ii'r _Guiw-ci_'ian’s Responsibility for Child's Attendance.

(1) It-shall be the tesponsibility of a parent, guardian or any other person having custody

of a child of 5to 18 vears fo ensure that a child under his or her c‘:ixstod-;g care or gzamrdiahsilip-
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em*olté in, and attends public _e‘le:mentai';y”ér secdndm‘f level _sé'hool 'upon attﬁinihg_eligibility
during any given school year.

(2) The parent, guardian, or person; having custody of a child who is eligible to éﬁm
elementary or sé@mllﬁal‘y _i_t{:x?cl_ echucation; |

(a) but the child is, without good cause or reasonable explanation, not attending

- .any elementary or secondary fevel schoolsin the Republics or.

- (b}if enrolled in &'school, the ¢hild does not atterid school regularly, or

probation, may be subject to. penalties provided under Juvenile Delinguency Actor penalties

under any regulations established by the Board,

- mmmn 3 E ;S?tﬂ;feﬁr Progress and -_C‘z?ﬁd_’uei
f}i'ectiqn 321.  Student Assessment é:_:fc} Prfigreés
The Board shall make provisions for agsessing and re.pavxﬂng;"the p.ng_fess of each _stuﬁe_nt,
At tha end Qf -éac_h. sciiécsl year, gtudents ‘making normal pragres;_s shall be promoted to the .
sacqéeding grade or graduated, as appvaﬁrizite. _mcmﬁﬁm shall be ’basjed: on the st_il.dgnffs;'

academiic performance and other appropriate measures. No. student shall remuin in the same

- grade more than two years.

Section 322, Secondary Education

- A public. 3iﬁ_gh school entrance examination shall be administered to all eighth-grade

15
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consisting of Grades 9 through 12, shall be provided to students who quaht} f:of admission 10

I‘n’-g’h school and wh'o-co'nti'nue-tc meet Public School .S'y-s‘tem and school standards:

Section 3’23.._ .'Studgn_t@éndﬁctz '
The Board shall establish rules for dealing with b_réﬁcﬁéﬁ_ of appropriate student conduct,

shall disteibute such rules 1o students and parents; and shall act prompily and in accordance witht

thié fules whers breachcs of condiict arise.

Seetion -324:. - *”Feaé_hér (;on.dmf;t'

(1) The. B:oai'd s’hai?l establish rﬂlés or rcgufaﬁzoh:s; for deal-ing with breachies of approptiate
teachers mmduci znbiudmg d;hcxplmmy measures and. appeal processes

act prompﬂv and 1n- aucmdance Wzth the rules when t‘lI‘t.dGhGS of conduct al‘iSb

3) -go:poral; Punishment is prohibited in the 'pu_blzc -s_ch_goi systeim:

Division 4- Student Health and Supplementary Services .

~Section 325, Student Health and Safety

(1} “ijha. 'Pub'lic_s-ch:o:o:l.'S_ystf_sm shiall pmﬁm.te the ~:@h§$icﬁl, mental, social and .em_étikm&l
yfaﬁ-—b_eing of students by providing instruction in positive Health habits and atfitudes, ¢ssential -
health services and a heﬁ] thy 'Sﬁﬁdcli gnvi_rdnm_e’nt with adequate water and sanritétic)n facilities. |

(2) The P:ﬁ}?];ifc S:c};iQQI s'ysf:em,_ in cooperation wvm the Ministry of Health shall enforce

Ministry of Hcaiih regulations regarding physical examinations, immunization and

communicable d;‘seases.. Any student or teacher contracting a communicable disease may be

le
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e‘{clude,d Erom school until a phywuam wmtm that the student or tbaclwx ma*f retune 1o schaol

For the p_utpﬁse_s of _this section -“'commun‘igabie ‘disease”™ has the same niganing -and

- categorization under the Communicable Disease Prevention and Contral Act, (7 MIRC 2).

Section 3‘2’6;  School Transportation

I‘he Puhltc ‘%chaol ?yxtem may provide smahie !;ramportatmn to and from schog}l fm B

' Specaa} Ediication, preschQGI elemnmry a.mi secondan .slud»nts as resonrces pmmt I"he Puhlm-
“School -System shall adopt rules as it de_em'sfneccssfmy to provide such transportation. In

_ df}:wlagjing suich tules, the Public School System' shall ea;iéi.delﬁ_.th@ school atftcmdance area in

which:-a Chlld normally resides; the distancé the child “iwes ﬁom the ss:hool tha availabillty of

publ;c g:zm‘zer% of (}ther mgans xﬂ t1anspmtatmn ﬂw frequency, regilarity and a\:*ulab;ht}f if

Pﬁbii‘c 'l:raﬂspartatian_; the .gﬂad_é }jej:v_rzzl,_ physiiéa_iiy -cii-sabléd ar.-'s'p‘a:ci_ai 'l‘v;*a'rning" d_is'ability of'a chi_-‘i'd; _

Qectiom .327... School Property
The Board shall adopt pohcms fm pmpc: managemmt dq;ma:tmn zmd c:oniml of pmpmy anci

f&cﬂl'ﬂ@b including grounds cqmpment and vehmleq

- Section 328. Residerice Assistance

Secondary students attending school under such circumstances that transportation caniiot

be provided on a daily basis may be prov‘iciéd residence assistance by thé"Pu‘z‘;ii-g:‘ School System,

Section329. Nutrition

a7
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The Public School System shall promote good nutrition in eaﬁc_h. of the schoois of the

Republic. The Commissioner shall appoint trained and éxperienced.nutriﬁo'n- workers, who shall

‘regulations.as the Board shall make from time to tie..

Sectlc)n 3 30} School Meal ?rég_r_am'

(1} The Commiissioner through the Board may assist any community in establishing &
school méal program under such rules and regulations as the Board may provwlgate.
(2) The Commissfoner through the Board shall establish a meal program for all schools

having dormitory facilities. The program shall. be operated under the general direction of ‘the

schoal prificipal in accofdance with standards of hedlth cleantiness as preseribed by the Ministty

- of Health,

- Division 5-_Noﬁpubfifc_. Sc&aa!s :

Section 331. :Chart‘éfRequired‘

(I Any ?efs’an or pérsons .desiriﬁg to establish & nonpublic school shall, prior to the

establishment thereof, make written application of 4 ‘charter to the Commissioner. The

 application shall be signed b} :t'ha--app'!i;::ani-m* app Héants and shall state in substance:

{a)ﬂm ﬁé_m&s of the persons desiﬁng_ to establish the'stﬁodl;'
(b} the proposed .lcicati-é_ri -t.hﬁifg'df;
© tﬁe:_aouts;a'bf i“nst:ructiiﬂﬁ and :t_he- language in which the instruction is to be
jgﬁiveﬁ;_

(d) teacher qualifications;

18
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{e) student 'r:nro.lhfiaent; and
(£} such other information as the Secretary may require,
{2) The Commissimﬁr'shﬁil review the application and make such rec@mm&ndati-dz}_ to the

Board as the Board may consider appropriate. Upon receipt and approval of the application, the

“Board shall issue a charter in a foim to be approved by him, ;Euth’oriziﬁg_ the establishment of the

' schdei.

~{3) No nionpublic school shall be established except in conformity with this Chapter;
provided that any nonpublic school existing in the Re}pz’&éiie 't{nfder a valid-charter on the effective

date of this {:Zijap_t:ir- shall be deemed to have complisd with the requirements set forth in this

Part.

Section 332, Nompublic School Attendance

{1} Attendance at any school established or maititained without complying with the terms

of this Chapter shall not he considered atiendance at a public or nonpublic school as required by

Jaw.

(2) The Pubtic S‘abét#iﬁystem may from time to time require -ﬁoﬁpn’bﬁ'ic.sc'hc;}o'ls;-m submit
reports of attendance and bthsr.maﬂe}?g of public concern. Failure to meet the m;ﬁndﬁrds_ réquircd
of nonpublic schools or failure 1o in any way comply with the provisions of law shall be cause

for refusal to issue a charter or for the revocation or suspetision of any charter.

Section 333.  Benefits to Students
Siudent_s of nonpublic schools may receive from the national government, a8 resources

permit, some benefits with public school students in such areas a§ transportation, textbooks,
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testing services, medical and nursing services, and meal programs, provided that such benefits do

not violate the Consti:’mti:ﬁ:ﬁ or any other law of the Republic.

 PART 4 - EVALUATION AND CERTIFICATION
Section 334. Comprehensive Needs Assessment Program
(1) The Board of Bducation; in cooperation. witl '.iu;()calfBGar;:is, shall from lime to time

but at least once every five (5) years; direct a comprehensive needs assessment prograr of all

students in the Republic in light of hational goals and standards,

(2) The Board of Bducation shall make the results of the needs assessmient progrant

available to Local Boards, ‘which shall veview and update theit particular educitional goals

objectives and standards to meet those needs. All such results shall be madé public.

| Section 333:  Evaluation of Performanee of Each Schaol

(1) For the. purpose of @yal'uaiing ihﬁ:_. fhortv.tlghll_sess and efficiency of cach of all 3#11@915_ in
the Re;aubiii:;.the Boa;’_dﬁ _sha;l}_ d@?ﬂ’?‘aﬂog aad 3dtﬁ.i1ﬁstar a'_aﬁ‘ifé}nné_ ﬁmim‘i-.\a}i,de sys&:m_ i’t};‘-
evaiﬁ#iinﬁg the performiance 0? each s’chﬁg].

.(:23)' ‘the system deVélé)ped .unde'r Subsection (1) shall be based in part on ';11’3.51’111&1 iesﬁng

for achievement in basic skilis areas, and in part on sueh other means as the Commissioner

‘through the Board deems proper in order to:

(@) determine student needs;
(b) ensure student progress;

- (dymonitor compliance with national standards and procedures.
) ’ 20
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Section 336.  Certification
Subject to Section 334, if, upon review of the Public School Systenr evaluations and

reports, the Board determines that a Local Board satisfies the evaluation eritcria under the system

‘adminigteted pursuant t-Section 334 of this Chapter, the Commissioner shall recommend that
- the Board ceriify the Ln-cal-'B'Qai'd a5 -pr_q_s-"id}i’ﬁg_ & 'th(i‘m'ugh; -a‘n.d etficient system of education,

. Initial and renewat certification shall be up 1o, but not mote than, thice (3) years.

' Sectien 337.. Corrective Action Plan

determines that a Local Board has fiiled to.show sufficient progress toward the goals, guidelines

~objestivés and. standards set forth in this Act, despite allowing the Local Board a reasondble

opportunity to correct such deficiencies, the Conmissioner shall. recommend. tliat the Logal

Board undertake acorreéetive action plan to achieve certification. The:plan shall be déveloped for

each particular Local Board by the Department in conjunction with the Local Board following an

~examination of all aspects of the Local Board’s operations, including education,. governance,

management and (inance as well factors external to the Local Board’s schools which may

-gontribute to the deficiencies in educational achievement, The Commissiener may recommend.

- measures to mitigate the effects of any such external factors in schools.

PART 5-FINANCIALS

Section 338, Education Fund

21
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(1} There is hereby established a fund to be knﬁm as the Education Fund (hereinafter,
fhé.“-‘fi:und")._

(2) The Fund ‘is: 'a'}:‘{iiid_aiher than the Maréh’éil Islands General Fundwithm the mcazaing
and forthe purposesof Article VL saction 3 (2) of the Constifurion.

{3} The Fund -sh_aH be administered hy-th‘e Commissioner of Ed‘-ucaitiam under -ti‘xe

supgrvision of the Ministerand the Naﬁmﬁai Board of Education,

- Section 339, Payments into the Fund

:'(ﬁt';"*rhé;z-e-s;haiz be paid into the Fund:
(a) aity mmmes a;;}:pmpl;iated' by the Nﬁijéi# :far the pg_répcses.éf ﬁﬁs Chapter:
. :(.bf) an’y monies or any real or personal ipfepcfiy, in{:luﬁiﬁg g_ifz"ts..j.graﬁis, ddvanws |
-.c:émt:r‘fii-bliﬁo_ns'. and any other. ;;;ssgsiance_ which may be received, granted, gii'v_en;:
be%:qu_eathed, devzscd, epdowed or in any manner re‘ét_:ei\%éd_ffm:rh any'- sbm’*‘_cei ;1-*0{ the
 purposés of fhis-ﬁhapter; N
{cyany nf;g}a_i es received ;frdm any fees autlai#:fized by this Cﬁapter or rules erreguiaiiens
promulgated in accordande with this Chapter; and
(d) any other monies or property payable by ;@1*-1,1;1_&& _an_y'cth_e;r:law nto the Fand.

{2) Where any giff, grans. advance. contribution or other assistance. Is received for a

- specific purpose or-subject to any conditions it may be expended or used only for that purpose or

subject 1o those conditions.
"(3) The Nitijela shall appropriate sufficient monies in each financial year fo assure

adequate levels of funding tb_ meet the obligations of the Government of the Republic under

- Artiele 11, Section 17 and Article V. Section 13} {h) of the C(;‘n&tii"ut_ion,,_

22
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Section340.  Payments ontof the Fund
M Payments inay be ;ﬁm‘d’e. oﬁt_ of tﬁe Fund only for:

(a) carryiug out the powers :ancff dﬁtiés of the iﬁ;;‘ﬁlib Sciﬁoeiﬁsystem_ and for the
purpo'Se-p? esiabiisﬁing, impjrd\iing_ and m&int&iﬁing' - thorough and cfficient system of
education in the Repub}i_i;; |

(b x%m.rking Eép_imi and pet’ly .c;as’hf,.féndi for similar purposes;

fcyali Q_t'her.cé:ﬁts'-aﬁé. expenses of the Public 36&30{#3 System for aélﬁiniﬁmﬁ?e—

and other purposes; and -

{_;‘i_')'_theyimplcméﬁiaﬁbn ;;'}:f ;thi_s Chapmranc{ fmy rules or régi_t-latiz)ﬁs pmmt_ﬂ.gaié&__

uinder this Chaper,

(2) Pugsuant fo Article VIIT Séction (5)(1) of the Constitution, the Minister for Education:

is hereby vested with the authority to' approve expenditure Qf‘_.f’i’x'zfia};- in the Fducation Funds in

accordance witl this Chapler.

(3) No money shall be withdrawn from the Fund except in accordance with this Chapter -

and ‘with othier procedures _prés_ciﬁbéd by the Financial Management Act, 11 MIRC 1 that may.

deemed necessary.

Section 34]. '_Acesun_ts:a_nd Records

(1) The Commissioner of Education shall maintain, in dccordance with the procedures

piiscribed by the Financial Management Act, 11 MIRC 1, proper accounts and records with

respect to the Fund, any money paid into or out of the Fund, and any property purchased with

money from the Fund.
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{2) The disbursement of funds must in addition, comply with the provisions of the Fiscal

Procedures Agreement unider the Compact of Free Association as Amended (s it relates to

Corﬁpac’t fimds), as-well as the proeurement requirements set ouf tnder the Procutement Code

(44 MIRC Chapter 1),

(3)The accounts {o-be laid before the Nitijela by the Minister of Education urider Article
VI, Section 5(4) of the Constitution shall include accounts relating to the Education Fund.

(4) Thé accounts and records. mainwinﬁdg under Si‘)(}ﬁéﬁ; (I) of this Section ‘shall be

audited by the Auditor-General as ‘provided for inder '!i'r-!:i_c}e VI, Section 15 of the

- Comstitittion.

Section 342 ,}42 Budget

(i) The Lomnussxuner shatl wbmll to the Miwister of I“ducatmﬁ thmug,h the Board of.

' ¥*dueaimn at such time @y is dmx.,iud bw the Mm:sser af }"m::mw annual estimates af revenue

and expenditure c_overing_ its anticipated operations for the -_ibi]-oWing.txxfel'v.e (12) month period.

for apprmfa by the Cabinet,’

(2) The C‘ommxsswner of Eﬂumtmn ghall submn to the \Amsster of Pdw;aucm throngh
the Boztrd fmm time to time: suppizamcntarx estimatés of revenue and et{pendnum Tor approval by-'
the (,abmet

(3) The ;smmates pm\ndcd uﬁdet f.\»ubseutions §8 and (2)of this ‘Eu:tl(m shall be in ‘suah

~ fornand an'tam such mﬁjz‘matmz; as the Cia-btemet directs.

(4) Except with the approval of the Minister money may not be expended ont of the

~Edueation Fund other than in accordance with estimates submitted under Subsections (1) and (2) -

of this Section and in accordance with the other provisions of this Chapter,

24




10
11

12

13

14

15

18

19
20

21

2

23

BILL NO.:42ND1

PLg0%" 23

Section 343. Standard Salary Scales

The ,puh}i_c school system s.hal{i ensure in its policy or regulations, ic;‘.f"uitow _simiim'

arading or ‘classification ‘system or pay scales for teachers as established by regulations of the

Public Service Commission for members of the Public Setvice.:

PART 6~ MISCELLANEOUS.

Section 344. ' Departmental Reporting

. () The :%eg_:ﬂftsé. é;ib_nﬁtt&df to the .Natiohal' Bomd by. the Loeal Boards pursuant to Section

3454 shall form the basis for an anfual report by the Commissioner to-the Nitijela by August:

15th of eac?i-'yeéx:,- jw:hiéhshaﬂ include the following:
o :'(a)-a' :descﬁfip;ign: of :the cbnclitimn. of education m’thc Republic;.
'. (ﬁ) zm aSsgésméili of 'thé ﬁffbjﬁis of Local E&Qa;‘ds in ﬁméﬁgg the 'néti(}ﬂai.goal.s ;lm_d
::'éﬁaﬁdﬁrﬂé; | : o
{¢) a description. of the steps that are necessary and those that are being taken to
- gbrrect défiaiajici-es in-school p'erfirif'mancc;; ; |
(d)an aséessinen’t of the éffecti‘venéss. of this Chapter and regulations promulgated
.pﬁr&u@t ﬁ) tiﬁ-is thapmr in produci;ln.g a th_orou_gh and efficient system of education;
(e) rﬁ_:uommcn'détions: to the Nitij’elé for aﬁy Eegisiatiﬁe éctibh, ifappropriate; and -
(h ad_awssi-ng any c‘the;-_ national or lecal gducalional problems and prmzidiﬁg
- fecommendations for improving the educatiénal_ system in the Republic. |

{2) In addition to the items specified in Subsection (1) this Section, the Commissionet

shall include an account of the progress of cach Local Board in meeting the goals, objectives and

25
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standards preseribed undet this Chapler, identify those Local Boards and schools which fail to

meet them, and make recommendations, if necessary, for eliminating any deficiencies.

Section 345 Loeal ;Bo‘a:_"(}- Reporting

(1) Each Local Bo:ard; s,:hai]. mike an annual feport by ;Eu_'ijf ISth of each year to the

Board of its progress in conforming to the goals, objectives and standards developed under this -

 Chapter. Each report shall inchide the following:

() ﬁslﬁégriaphic'data related to each school;

(b) résu.ltsﬁ--bfsasgessméﬁt_-programs_, including nation-wide and ‘local testing

~ conducted at each school, and the result of the district evaluation of student -pi_oﬁciiemy in

basic skills;

(¢} included on each school’s fiscal operation, including the budget ‘of each

school;

(d) restilts of each school’s effectivencss in achieving national and local goals and.
objectives applicable to the students;

(e} plans and pi‘-ogl_‘am_s' for ?r'ofessi@maf iwprovement for teachers and

- administrators;

- (£) plans to carry out innovative or expérimental educational Pr@gfan‘;s'degigngd. io
improve the quality of education; and
- {g) recommendations for school impm?ememss during the next académic school

year: -

26
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”(2) Iﬁ'faddi"ti;on. to the iterns specified in Subsection of this Se‘ct‘inn,'tbe:Dep'artmént hay

- from time to time require sach Local Board 1o submit a facilities” survey; including current use

‘practices and projécted capital needs.

Section 346, Liability.

- (1) No member of the Board, officer, or staff of the PSS shall be personally liable for any

- act-or default done or omitted 1o be done I good faith in the course of the administration of the

PSS,

(2) Any expenses incurred i relation to any suit eitherin prosecuting of defending a siit ..

or prosecution that falls under the terms of this Chapter shall' be charge against the fund

éstablished under this Chapter, provided that the limits of liability applicable to the Republic

shall apply t6-dny suit bl_'ough_t_agéﬁn_a the PSS in the courts of the Re'publ‘ic'.'

(1) The Minister, or the Minister’s designee, shall adopt such rules and regulations as are

‘necessary, :i-n at}cbrdanc;ii with the Marslia}] Islands :A{iministral;_ive Procedure Act 1979 (&'MIRC .

(2) The Minister or the Minister’s designes, may adopt rules or regulations iriposing
reasonable fees for teacher ¢ertification, notpublic school charters and such other areas as are

necessary for the miplementation of this Chapter.

a2

23

‘Section. 348.  Effective date, ’I“rmisit'_:ion: and sav_ings
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(1) This Act shall take effect in accordance with the Constitution Article TV Section 21 of

the Constitution, and Rules of P1ocuciure~. ofthe ijda pr{}vidcd however ttxat nothmg, in thiz -

Act shall takez aflea or aﬁect any sr.,hools programs or p}‘a;ecm currently undertaken ’m ﬂ’m
- Minisuy-of Eduaat;oﬂ L_mix_ifihe _expl_ry of the period of one }';.t_:ar' (1)after the e_er‘i;ﬁcatum of this

CAct.

:(;2)- All nue;;s;, refguams and policies promulgated and administered by the _wnlsESz'ry_ of

. pursuant to this j(;‘haptgr,. until -ajmendgd, _E!_b(ﬂiigsﬁ_ed»_ﬂt_‘ sup_e,rseded,' -by any new ru?.es, ;teguiazions-

_ami.pmies promulgated by the Bm

(3) 'lha Mmrsﬂcr foz Educatmn shall in accordance with subse:ctaon (1) heremn ahove,,

Is3ue 8 pubkc declaration’ announcing the effec’twe date af‘ fh& prcmsmm of this Act.

| CERTIFICATE

2 her&by cer nfy

'1 "Ihat Nlllje]a B:Il No. 4 NDI was passed by lim Nm jela of tilc Rupubiic Of the -

2z -'If.i-tx_'a_t I am &at’zsﬁed that Nﬁe_;e a Bill NQ.KLQN%DI was pas_sﬁzd in accordance with the-
relevant provisions of the Constitution of the Republic of the Mér$haii Islands and

the Rules c;)f Procedures of the Nitij_éi_a.-

! hnreby place my signatute betore the Clerk this ")5% day of. Nm;m W 2913
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5 - | Attest:

ysp—

*H’(fﬁ . Donald F. Capeile S . T}i(rqurelelng
- Speaker - ' Clerk: -
‘Nitijeta of the Marshall Island S Nitijela of the Marshall Islands .
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