
Telecommunications Act 2002 

AN ACT 

To provide for telecommunications services witbin to and from tbe Republic; to 
establish a corporation by the name of RONTEL and provide fOT its powers and 

functions; and for related purposes. 
(Certified: 19/06/2002) 

Be it enacted by tbe Parliament of Nauru as follows: 

PART 1- PRELIMINARY 

SHORTTtTLE AND COMMENCEMENT 
• 

I. This Act may be CIted as the Telecommunications Act 2002 and sholl come lOto operation on a 
dale to be ootified by the Cabinet in the Gazette. 

GEi'o'ERAL OBJECTIVES OF ACT 

2. The general objectives of the Act are to provide for the establishment, maintenance, operation and 
regulation oftelecommunications sen"ices in. to and from Nauru ~~ 

<a) so as to enhance and increase growth in the social and economic sectors of the Republic; and 

(h) as a profilabJe, customer-oriented, market-dri,en business, accessible to the public at an atTordable 
cost; and 

(c) so as to achieve optimal rates of e,pansien and moderation for the telecommunications 
infrastructure and services; and 

(d) in =rdance ",th the guidelines set down by the International Telecommunications Union and 
\\i1b any treaty. convention or agreement wlth another country or countdes or with any international, 
regional or sub-regional bodies, for the establishment, management, operation and control of 
telecommunications. 

IXfERPRETAnON 

3. 	 In tlus Act. unless the context otherwise reqUlres ~-
·au\horised provider" means a person authorised Wlder section 34 to provide an authorised 

ser\ice~ 

-authorised serviceff means a service authorised under section 34. 


·Board" means the Board ofDireclors established by section 10(1 ); 


«tKoadcasting" means a transmission sen'ice in which transmissIons (whether sound transmission,. 

tele>ision transmission or other transmission) are intended for direct receptIon by the public; 


'Cabinet" means the Cabinet of the Republic established under Article 17; 


.carry" includes transmit emiL switch and receive; 


·Chairman" means the Chairman appointed under section 11 (1); 
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-commlllications- includes any communication • .:. 

(a) ",betber between persons and persons, things and things or persons and things; and 

(b) ",bether in the form of sounds, signs, signals, data, text, visual images (animated or otherwise) or 
my ocher fonn, or any combination of Ulem; and 

(c) ~iletber or not the communication has been subjected to rearrangement, computatjon or other 
process by any means in the course of its transmission. emission or reception; 

"""*""'Ctioo" includes a link. and connection otherwise than by means of physical contact; "construct" 
izIcI-tx!f!S erect, install, lay down and place; 

"Director" means a Director of the Board appointed under seerion 10; 

"&>0 ,,".-"" includes information which is wholly or partially electronically stored, transmitted and 
I'I!pIlduced; 

"~ includes any equipment capable of effecting telecommunications, whether by 
tf2n9lJission or reception or both; 

.fzcility" means any line. equipmen~ tower, mast, dish, antellllll, tunnel, duel, hole, pit, pole or other 
stnx::n..""'e or thing used, or intended for use. in connection with a telecommunications system" or any 
p:!ft of the infrastructure of a releeommunications system; 

-Ccreign aircraft" means an aircraft other than an aircraft which is registered in Nauru in accordance 
"1lh the Air Navigation Act 1971; 

-foreign yessel" means a vessel other than a vessel registered in Nauru in accordance with the 
Rogisuation ofShipping Act 1968; 

""iI1egaI connection" means a connection made to -­

(a) the national telephone service otherwise than in accordance with section 30; or 
(b) an authorised service otherwise than in accordance with an agreement made with the service 
1"'O'lder; 


"illegal equipment" means illegal equipment under "",lion 35(6), soction 36, section 37(3), section 38 

or section 39(3); 


"illegal service" means an illegal service under section 29(2); 

"iIkgaJ system" means a system oilier than -­ I, 
(a) a S)"Stem anthorisod by RONTEL to be cOI1I)ected to the national telephone service; 
or 
(b) a S)"Stem licensed under section 32; I 

I 
~ 

~ 
Inspector means - l 
(2) a police officer; or 

(b) => ollicer of RONTEL appointed under section 40; 
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·1 	 -intercept", in relation to a communication passing over a system, means listening to or recording the 
communication, by any means, in lts passage over the system without the knowledge of the person 
DJZk:ing the communication, but does not include the reception of a broadcasting transmission; 

-interference", in relation to telecommunications, means interference to, or with. telecommunica1:ions 
th:u is attributable, whether wholly or partly and whether directly or indirectly, to an emission of 
eI=omagnetic energy. by any ehuipment; 

-liceosed system" means a system licensed under section 32; 


-J.i:ne- means a \\ire, cable, optical fibre, tube, conduit, wavegujde or other physical medium used, or 

iI:nended for use, as a continuous artificial guide for or in connection with carrying communications by
=- of guided electromagnetic energy. 


"Chief Executive OffIcer" means the CEO appointed under section 16; 


-n:ni.onal telephone service" means the national telephone service provided by RONTEL llllder section 

30; 


"officer", in relation to RONTEL, includes the Chief Executive Officer; 


·pItnide-, in relation to a system or service, includes construct, operate and maintain; 


"the public" means the people, or a part of the people, of Nauru; 


"ROmEL" means the corporation established by section 7; 


-5a"\-ice" means a telecommunications service provided, or to be provided, for use by the public; 


-sen-ice provider" means a provider of a telecommunications service to the public; 


-subscriber" means an end-user who is for the time being connected to the national telephone service; 


-subscriber equipment" means equipment or a system of equipment which is used or intended for 

pril-Gte use in telecommunications; 

-subscriber system" means a system which is used by a subscriber and connected to the national 

telephone service in accordance with section 30(1 ); 


-system" means all or any part of the infrastructure or facilities of a service; 


"telecommunications" means the carriage of communications by means of guided or unguided 

elearomagnetic energy or both; 


-use-, in relation to equipment and systems, includes provide or connect; 


-Vice Chainnan" means the Vice-Chairman appointed llllder section 11_ 


(2) A reference to a system or service includes a reference to a part only of that system or 
senlce_ 

(3) A reference to use of equipment includes a reference to the connection of the equipment to a 
5)o'Stem 

(4) Equipment may be connected to a systeIl). whether or not the equipment is comprised in, or is in 
ph)"Sical contact with any part of, the system. 

(5) Except where the context otherwise requires, references in this Act to Nauru, a foreign country, a 
place or any waters include references to the space (including the atmosphere and outer space) above. 
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.., 	 (6) Any detenninarion as to the nature or classification, [or the purposes of this Act, of any service, 
system, equipment or other thing connected with telecommunications shall be made by RONTEL. 

ACT BINDS THE REPUBLIC 

~, This Act binds the Republic, but not so as to make the Repoblic liable 1.0 a pecuniary 

permlty or to be prosecuted for an oITence, 


(2) The protection in subsection (I) does not apply to 
(a) a public offcer or other person employed by the Republic; 
(b) a statutory authority of the Republic or persons employed by it 


APPLICATION 


5, (I) This Act applies both inside and outside the Republic. 


(2) Subject to the provision of any agreement, treaty or convention between the Republic and 

~ other country that makes provision in relation to radio emission, this Act does nOt apply to ­

(a) sateI~tes; or 

(b) equipment on board a foreign vessel or foreign aircraft that is travelling, or is in transit, (whether in 

or outside Nauru) on a voyage -­

(i) from a point outside Nauru to Nauru; or 

(n1 from Nauru to a point outside NaurU; or 

(tlI)from a point outside Nauru to another point ootside Nauru. 

EFFECT ON OTHER LAWS 

6, The powers and duties imposed by this Act do not affect any powers and duties imposed by the 

Post and Telegraph Act 1901-1950 of the Commonwealth of Australia as adopted by tbe Post and 

Telegraph Ordinance 1952-1963 in relation to postal malters, bot where those powers and duties are 

imposed in relation to telecommunications matters, then the provisions of this Act, to the extent that 

tbey are in conflic~ prevail. 


PART II -THE ESTABLISHMENT OF RONTEL 


ESfABLISHMElliT OF RONTEL 


7_ (I) A corporation by the name ofRO!l;,EL is established. 

(2) RONTEL -­

(a) is a body corporale with perpetual succession; and 

(b) has a common seal; and 

(0) is capable of acquiring, holding and disposmg of real and personal property, and 

(d) may soe and be sued in its corporate name. 

(3) All court.,.judges and persons acting judicially shall take judicial notice of the seal of 

RO:-rrEL affixed to a document. and shall presume that it was duly affixed. 
, 

:11 
I 
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IIL....'iAGEMEI',T OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

S. (l) ROl'-'TEL has the exclusi,e right to -­

(a.) pro,ide,. control and use telecommunica1ions systems ood services within. to and from the Republic; 

z:d 

(2) The rights, powers and functions of RONTEL shall be exercised and perfonned 

<XI bebatfofthe Republic. 

FtJSCTIO!llS OF RO!llTEL 

9. (I) The functions of RONTEL are -­

(a.) 10 pro,ide such facilitIes and systems as are necessary or desirable for enabling provision and use of 
tdecommunications systems and services in Nauru; and 

(b) 10 pro,ide the nariooal telephone service; and 

(e) 10 authorise, monitor and control the pro,ision by other persons of telecommunications systems and 
senices for use in Naurn; and 

(d) to morutor the use of telecommunications services on any ship or aircraft; and 

(e) to establish and monitor rates and charges paid by subscribers; ood 

(0 to act as the duly appointed representative of the Republic at all international bodies or authorities 
which have the purpose of designating international tochnical s1andards; and 

(g) to carry out and give effect to any policy directions of the Minister and the Cabinet regarding the 
esJabIishment, maintenance and operation oftelecommunications systems and services; and 

(h) to ed,ire the Minister on IlUllters connected With its [unctions, including the operation ofthis Act 
and ofany other law relating to its functions; and 

(i) to administer and enforce this Act and any other law relating to telecommunIcations, to the axient 
required or permitted by that law, and in accordance with any policy approved by the Cabinet; and 

(j) to carry Out such other functions as are necessary to achieve i1S objects or as are given to it under 
this Act or any other law. 

(2) In the development oftocbnical and performance standards under subsection (1)(0, RONTEL 
sball have regard to the best international practice performance indicators available to il 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

10. (I) There shall be a Board of Directors of RONTEL which shall carry out the functions, 

exercise the powers and manage the business of ROO/TEL. 


(2) The Board shall consist ?f­

(a) the ChiefExoculive Officer; and 
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(b) a person appointed by Cabinet to represent Non Governmental Organisations; and 

(e) a Government representaJive to be appointed by cabinet; and 

(d) a person appoirued by the Cabinet to represent consumers; and 
I 

(el a person appointed by the Cabinet to represent business and commerce inlerests. 

(3) A Dlfoctor appointed under subsection (2)(d) or (el-­

(al shall be appointed for a term not exceeding three years; and 

(b) is eligible for reappointment; and 

(c) subject to this s&:lion, shall be appointed on such terms and conditions as are approved by the 
Cabinet; and 

(d) may be granted leave of absence by the Minister upon such terms and conditions as the Minister 
determines; and 

(e) shall be paid for service as a Director such reasonable fees and allowane<;'l as are determined by the 
Cabinet 

CHAIRMAN AND VICE CHAIRMAN 

II. (1) The Cabinet shall appoint a Director, other than the Chief Executive Officer, to be 
Chail1llilll, and another Director to be Vice-Chairman, oEthe Board. 

(2) The Chairman shall exercise such powers and perform such functions as are determined by 
the Board. 

(3l Wilere -­

(a) the offiCe of the Chainnan is vacant; or 

(b) the Chairman is for any reason unable to exercise those powers or perform those functions, 

the powers and functions of the Chairman shall be exercised and performed by the ViceChai= 

VACATION OF OFFICE 

12. (1) \\iilere a Director'­

(al becomes banlrup!, or applies to take the benefit of any law for the relief of bankrupt or insolvent 
debtors, compounds ""th his creditors or makes an assignment for their benefit; or 

(b) dies; or 

I', 

, 

.1 

(c) resigns his office in writing signed by him and deliverod to the Minister; or 

(d) is absent, except on leave granted by the Minister, from three consecutive meetings of the Board; or 

(e) fails to comply ,,"th the obligations under section 15; or 

(0 fails in the opinion of the Cabinet to comply with his obligations under section 55(1); or (g) is 
convk1ed of­ , 
(i) an offence involving fraud or dishonesty punishable on conviction with imprisonment; 
or 

I, 
" 
I,. 
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(ii) an offence punishable on conviction with imprisonment [or one year or longer; or (ill)an offence 
under section 43(2), 

the Cabinet shall terminate his appointment. 

(2) The Cabinet may terminate the appointment of a Director, other than the Managing Director, 
for inabiilty~ Inefficiency. incapacity or misbehaviour. 

(3) A termination of appointment under this sec1ion shall be notified in the Gazette, 

:'IIEETINGS OF THE BOARn 

n (1) The Board shall meet as often as is necessary for the efficient conduct of its business, and at 

such times and places as the Board determines, or as the Chairman, or in his absence the Vice­
Chairman, directs, but in any event shall meet at least once in every two months, 

(2) For the purposes of subsection (I), the Chairman or Vice-Chairman shall give to every 
Director at least seven days' notice in writing of the meeting 

(3) Where the Chairman receives a direction from the Minister or a written request signed by not 
less than two Directors, he shall call a meeting of the Board within se;'en days, 

(4) At a meeting of the BOatd -­

(a) three Directors, one of whom is the Chairman or VICe-Chairman, shall constitute a quorum; and 

(b) the Chairman, or in his absence the VIce-Chairman, shalJ preside; and 

(e) mailers arising shall be decided by a m:ijority of the votes of the members present and voting; and 

(d) the person presiding has a deliberative, and in the event of an equnlity of votes on any matter, also a 
casting vote. 

(5) The Board may invite any person to attend a meeting of the Board, and that person may take 
part in any discussion at the meeting but shall not haye any voting rights, 

(6) Subject to this Ac~ the BOatd may determine its O\vTI procedures, 

DELEGAnON OF POWERS 

14, (1) The Board may by instrument delegale to the Chief Executive Officer all or any 
powers, duties or functions of the Board other than -­

(a) this power ofdeJegation; or 

(b) the power to approve any expenditure not wntained in a budget approved by the Board, 

(2) A delegation under this section is revocable and does not prevent the exercise of any power, 
duty or function by the Board, 

(3) The Chief Executive OffIcer shall keep a register of delegalions under this seClion, 

DISCLOSURE OF ThTEREST 

15, (l) A Director who has a direct or indirect pecuniary interest in a mailer being considered or 
about to be considered by RQOi'TEL shall, as soon as possible after the relevant facts have come to his 
knowledge, disclose the nature ofthe interest-­

(a) at a meeting ofthe Board; or 

,• 
:1 
! 
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(b) by giving prior notice in writing to the Bonni 

(2) A disclosure under subsection (1) shall be recorded in the minutes of the meeting of the 
Ba:!n\:mel!he Dire<:tor­

(a)~ Ibe Board otherwise determines, shall not alrend the meeting of the Board in respect of the 
_!Old take part in discussions; and 

(b) !!hill oot vote in any decision on the thetter or be taken into account for the purposes of constituting 
'" qmrnm ofthe Board for thai meeting or decision" 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

16. (1) The Board shall, after consultation with the Minister, appoint a person to be the Chief 
~e Officer of ROJl.'TEL, 

(2) The Chief Executive Officer­
(0.) is the bead of the staff of RONTEL, and is responsible to the Board for the efficient carrying out of 
foe functions of RONTEL; and 

(b) bas any other powers and functions given to him by or under any law, 

(3) The Chief Executive Officer shall nOl, except with the approval of the Board -­

(a) engage in any remunerative employment; or 

(b) engage in business, wnether as a principal or agent; or 

(e) carry on the private practice of any profession, occupation or trade, 


during his hours of duty, other than in connection with his duties as Chief Executive Officer. 


(4) Subsection (3) does not prevent the Chief Executive Officer from beconting a ,member or 
shareholder of an incorporated company or ofa company or socIety of persons, but an omcer shall not, 
during his hours of duly, take part in the conduct of the business ofthe company or society otherwise 
than in the exercise of his rights as a member or shareholder of Lhe comparty or society, 

DELEGAnON OF POWERS OF CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER. 

n (I) The Chief executive Officer may by wrilten instrument of delegation delegate to an omcer 
any power, duty or function of his omce other than this power of delegation 

(2) A delegalion under this section is revocable and does not prevent the exercise of a power, 
dUly or function by the Chief executive Officer, 

STAFF OF RONTEL 

18" (1) The Chief Executive Officer may appoint to be officers of ROh'TEL sueh persons as he 

considers necessary or appropriate for the efficient conduct of the business of RONTEL, 


(2) The Chief Executive Officer may appoint such temporary and casual employees as he 
considers necessary or appropriate. 

(3) The Chief Executive Officer, the officers appointed under subsection (1) and the employees 
appointed under subsection (2) constitute the staff of RONTEL. 

, 




, 
Ii I 
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(4) Subject to subsection (3), The Board may determine the generallenns and conditions of 
employment for !he staff of RONTEL. 

(5) Until a detemtination has been made under subsection (4), the terms and conditions of 
employment of the staff ofRONTEL shall resemble, as nearly as may be, !he lenns and conditions of 
employment at an equivalent level in the public service. 

(6) Where a person appointed as an officer of RONTEL was a public officer immediately before 
bemg appointed, any benefits, entitlements and rights accrued as a public officer shall be recognised 
and applied in the employment with RONTEL 

(7) An officer of RONTEL other than the Chief Executive Officer shall not, except with the 
express pomtission in writing of the Chief Executive Officer­

(d) engage in any remunerative employment; or 

(e) engage in business, whether as a principal or agem; or 

(f) carry on the private practice of any profession, occupation or trade, 

during hIS hours of duty, other than In connection with his duties as an officer. 

(8) Subsection (7) does not prevent an officer from becoming a member or shareholder of an 
incorporated company or of a company or society of persons, but an officer shall nol, during his hours 
ofduty. take part in the conduct ofthe business of the company or society otherwise than in the 
exercise ofhis rights as a member or shareholder of the company or society. 

(9) Subject to subsections (4) and (5), the Chief Executive Officer may suspend and dismiss 
officers and employees of!he staff of RONTEL. 

POWERS OF RONTEL 

19. (1) RONTEL has, in addition to the powers conferred on it by this Act and any other law, full 
powers to do all things that are necessary or convenient to be done, whether in Nauru or 

elsewhere, for or in connection with the performance ofits functions and the attainment of its objects, 

(2) Without limiting the generality of subsection (I), but subject to section 20, the powers of 
RONTEL indude the power ­

(a) to purchase, lease. hire or otherwise acquire any land, buildlOgS, plant, machinery and other capital 
assets; and 

(b) to sell or otherwise dispose of any land, buildings, planl, machinery and other capital assets of 
RONTEL;and 

(e) to purchase or otherwise acquire goods and services connected with its obje<:ts, whether for its own 
use or for resale or redistribution; and 

(d) to sell or otherwise provide goods and services connected with telecommunications to persons in 
Nauru, in such manner and on such tenns as !he Board thinks fit; and 

(e) to exercise any powers conferred on it by this or any o!her Act; and 

(f) to do anything inCIdental to any of its objects, 

LllIllTATIONS ON POWERS OF RONTEL 

20, (1) Not",;thstanding seclion 19, ROl';TEL shall oot­

• 
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(a) purchase or acquire by way of lease or hire arrangement or olherwlse, or sell or dispose of by way 
of lease or hire arrangement or Qtherwise~ any asset having a price, value or annual rental cost 
exceeding live Ihousand dollars, hut nol cxcee<llng twenty thousand dollars, or such olher price, value 
or annual rental cost as may be prescribed, except with !he approval ofthe Board; or 

(0) purchase or acquire by way oflease or hire arrangement or otherwise, or sell or dispose of by way 
oflease or hire arrangement or otherwise, any asset having a price, value or annual rental cost 
exceeding twenty thousand dollars, but not exceeding one hundred thousand dollars, or such other 
price, value or annual rental cost as may be prescribed, except ",ith the approval of the Minister; or 

(c) purchase or ",quire by way oftease or hire arrangement or otherwise, or sell or dispose of by way 
oncase or hire arrangement or" otherwise, any asset having a price, value or annual rental cost 
exceeding one hundred thousand dollars, or such other price, value or annual rental cost as may be 
prescribed, except with the approval of the Cabinet. 

(2) If more than one asset is purchased, acquued, sold or disposed ofin a single transaction or as 
part of a series of related transactions, the dollar limitations prescribed in subsection (I) shall apply to 
that purchase, acquisition, sale or disposal of those assets as if those assets constituted one asset. 

(3) An approval for a sale under subsection (I) may include a dirc<:tion that the sale shall be by 
way of public auction or by public tender. 

(4) RONTEL shall not, except with the approval of the Cabinet-­

(a) lend moneys; or 

(b) invest moneys, except in an interest-bearing bank account in accordance "ith section 25(2); or 

(e) act as b'Uaranlor for other persons. 


F1JNDS O~' RONTE!' 


'-1. (I) The revenues of RONTEL consist of-­

(a) moneys appropriated by Act from time to time for the purposes of RONflj;L; and 

(b) moneys received by RONTEL for goods or services provided by RONTEL; and 

(c) revenues and other moneys payable to the Republic by any other state, any international, regional or 
sub-regtonal organisation or body, or any other person in respect of the establishment, maintenance and 
operation of telecommunications services; and 

(d) grants, bequests, gifts or other similar subscriptions made payable to RONTEL or tbe Republic in 
respect of the estab!jsM>ent, maintenance and operation of telecommunications services; and 

(e) interest earned on loans or investments made by RONTE!,; and 

(I) moneys derived from the disposal of, or dealing with, real or personal property vested in or acquired 
by RONTEL, ill ",cordance ,,'th this Act or any other Jaw; and 

(g) moneys borrowed by RO~'TEL; and 

(b) any other moneys received by or mode payable to RONTEL under any law and in the exercise and 

porformance ofilS powers and functions. 


(2) Any revenues and other moneys raised or received by RONTEL shall be paid into and form a 
fund ofRONTEL. 
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-- ....~. ------------------~ 

BORROWINGS BY RONTEL 

22. (I) Subject to thts section, RONTEL may borrow money on such terms and conditions, and in 
such amounts, as the Board, "ith the approval ofthe Cabinet, determines. 

(2) RONTEL shall not charge, pledge or grant a lien over any of its assets, or acquire any asset 
subject to a charge, pledge or lien, except with the approval of the Cabinet or except where the charge, 
pledge or lien arises by operation of law pursuant to a pennitted activity under thts Act in 
circumstances where ROOITEL is duly discharging its. ,obligations giving rise to the charge, pledge Or 
lien or is disputing those obligations in good faith. 

APPLICATION OF F(;'NDS 

23. 	 The funds ofRONTEL shall be applied for-­
(aJ the payment of remunerations and allowances payable under tht s Act; and 
(b) the payment Or discharge of any other expenses, charges, fees, subscriptions and 

obligations incurred or undertaken by RONTEL; and 

(c) the payment of inIerest and principal on borro"ings of RONTEL; and 
(d) any other peymenls which are required or pennined to he made under this Act or any 

other 1aw, 


SURPLUS m- FUNDS 

24. (I) Any surplus at the end of any fInancial year of RONTEL's revenues over the sums required 
by RONTEL for that year for meeting its obligations and performing its functions under this Act or any 
other law shall be applied by the Board as follows:-­

(aJ 	35% as payment to the Republic; 
(b) 	 40% to a development and capital works fund; 
(c) 	 15% to a contingencies fund, to allay or ameliorate disasters and 

emergencies; 
(d) 	 the balance as determined by the Minister. 

(2) The funds referred to in subsection (1 )(b) and (1 )(c) shall be invested in such interest-bearing 
acrounts at a bank or lending im1itution as are approved by the Board. 

(3) In making a detennination under subsection (I)(d), regard shall be had to any advice 
furnished by the Board to the Minister regarding the fInancial affairs of RO:-<TEL. 

ACCOUNTS OF RONTEL 'I 
25, (1) RONTEL shall manage its fInances and keep proper books of accounts and records in 
accordance ",th sound accounting principles consistently accepted and applied internationally and 
shall ensure as far as possible that its revenue is suITicient to meet its expenditures properly chargeable 
to revenue, 

(2) RONTEL shall open and maintain such bank accounts, with. bank or banks approved by the 

Minister for the purpose, as are necessary for the exercise and performance of its powers and ftmctions. 

and shall pay into them all moneys received by RONTEL in the exercise and performance of its powers 

and functions. 


(3) Notwitbstanding subsection (2), in respect of money advanced or borrowed under this Act 

for the purposes of RONTEL, the Board shall maintain a separate account in respact ofthe money that 

is related to each purpose, and shaH cause proper entries of -­

(a) all moneys so advanced or borrowed for a particular purpose of RONTEL; and' 
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to be made in the account maintained in respect of fue purpose. 

1 (4) All cheques, promissory notes, drafts, bills of exchange and ofuer negotiable instruments 
made or dral'<1l on behalfofRO~TEL shall be signed, dra\VTI., accepted, endorsed or o!hem,se 
executed, as !he case may be, as prescribed, or until such time as regulatiot1S are made, by fue 
Chairman, the ~aging Director and anyone other Director, as determined by the Board, 

'~1 
(5) All receipts for money paid to or received by RONTEL shall be signed and executed in such 

manner as the Board determines by resolution from time to time, 

ANNUAL Bt:DGET 

26. (I) RONTEL shall prepare and submit to the ]I;!inister not less than one IIillnth before the date 
of commencement of each financial year a budget offue estimates of revenues and expenditure and the 
planned operations of RONTEL for that year, 

(2) Within fourteen days afreceiving a budget under subsection (1), the Minister shall lay it 
before 1I1e Cabinet for consideration. 

(3) The Cabinet may approve or reject the budget. 

(4) An approval under subsection (3) may be given "ith such directions as to 
variations as the Cabinet sees fit 

(5) Where the Cabinet has rejected a budget or directed a variation, the Board shall revise the 
budget in accordance "ith any dire<:tions of the Cabinet and resubmit it through the Minister to the 
Cabinet. 

(6) Where during any financial year the Board considers that fue budget or any part of it cannot 
be met or should not be undertaken or should be changed, RONTEL shall submit to the Minister a 
revised budget. 

(7) A revised budget under subsection (6) shall be subject to approval by the Cabinet, which 
may approve it either without variation or \\1th such variations as the Cabinet may direct. 

(8) \\lhere!he Caoinet has directed a varIation under subsection (7), the Board shall revise 1I1e 
budget in accordance .....ith any directions of the Cabinet and resubmit it through the Minister to the 
Cabinet. 

AUDIT 

L 27, The a<:counts ofRONTEL shall be suojoct to inspection and audlt by the Director of Audit in 
accordance with the Audit Act 1973, 

I" I 

,-I 
REPORTS

~~I 28. (I) RO~TEL shall on or before 1I1e twenty-fifth day of March, June, September and December 
Of each year, submit to the Minisrer -­

I 
(a) a balance sheet; 

(b) the profit and loss account; and 

(c) fue source and application of fund statement; 

for the preceding quarter, toge1l1er with !he report comparing the results achieved by RONTEL up to 
the end ofthat quarter with 1he corresponding information in the budget and projected accounts for that 
financial year submitted under section 26, 

.~­. . 

;-". 
, I 
~ 
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." (2) RONTEL shall, as soon as possible after 1 July in each year, furnish (0 the Minister a report 
on the progress and the penonnance of RONTEL in relation to its functions for !he preceding financial 
year ending 30 Jooe. 

(3) A report under this section shJllI include fmancial statements comparing the ,esults achieved 
by RONTEL "ith the corresponding infonnalion in the budget and the projected accounts for !hal 
financial year, and the corresponding. results acllleved for !he I'revloUS financial year. 

(4) As SOOn as l'racticable after receiving the report referred 10 in subsection (2), the Minister 
shall cause it to be laid before Parliament 

(5) RONTEL shall fumish 10 lbe Minister such other or additional information relating to its 
j>erfonnance, OJ>erarions and proposed operations as !he Board considers appropriate or as the Minister 
from time to time requires. 

PART III --TELECO:\lMIINICATIONS SERVICES 


THE TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICES OF NAURU 


29. (1) The telecommunications services ofNauru coosist of-­

(a) !he national telephone service provided by RONTEL: 
(b) services, inclUding broadcasting services, provided by or using licensed systems 
(e) authorised services. 

(2) Any other telecommunications service used or provided for use in Nauru is an illegal service, 

THE NATIONAL TELEPUONE SERVICE 

30. (I) The national telephone service ronsists of­

(a) !he telccommuni<:atlons system provided by RONTEL; and 

(b) subscriber system& authorised by RONTEL to be <Onnec1ed to !he nationallelephone service. 

(2) An appli<:ation to subscribe to lhe nalional telephone service shall be made in writing to 
RONTIOL in the prescribed form, or. until the form is prescribed, in such manner and form as is 
determined by RONTEL 

(3) RONTEL may refuse the application of an applicant ­

(a) ",ho is an Ul)discharged bankrupt; or 

(b) ...ho has a previous record of failll!'e to pay any acrot;nl relating to tbe provision of 
telecommunications: or 

(c) who has been previously convicted of an offCJ)ce relating to telecommunications; or (d) 0" any 
other reasonsble b'founds. 

(4) A subscriber may he connected to the national telephone service co¢itio!,s as tQ-­

(a) connection of equipment or systems; and 
(b) payment oHees and charges; and 

(e) provision ofbends, guarMt_ or other assurances as 10 paymen~ 
, 

as are prescribed, or, until such time as they are prescnbed, as are determined by RONTEL 
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(5) A subscriber may a:pply in writing in the prescribed fonn to RONIEL for alteration, 
re~ocarion or removal ofhis connection. or. until the form is prescrib~ in such manner and form as is­
detetmined by RONIEL. 

RATES ANI) CHARGES 

3 L (1) The Board, in consultation with the Minister, may from time to lime set or vary rates and 
charges for connection, alteration, relocation or removal of the connection and for use of the ruuional 
telephone service. 

(2) TIle Board shall publish the rates and charges referred to in subsection (I) in such manner as 
il considers appropriate to inform the public. 

LICENSED SYSTE:\IS 

32. (l) TIlls section does not a:pply to subscriber systems which are connected to. the 
national lelephone system in accordance with 30. 

(2) A person may a:pply to the Republic for a licence to use a system. in N= 

(3) The forms and classes of licences, and other mutters pertaining to them. are as prescribed. 

(4) The grant of licences under this section may be subJoctto such further conditions as to use ll& the 
Republic thinks fil. 

ALWCATJON OF FREQUENCIES 

33 (1) The Republic shall allocale frequencies or grour<~ of frequencies to the Republic for use for 
broadcasting. 

(2) The Republic may regulate the use offrequenei,,!, allocated under subsection (I),including 
the use of those frequencies for purposes of broadcasting by persons other than the Republic. 

(3) The Republic may allocate frequencies or groups of frequencies for use in or by licensed 
systems, and for such other purpose as it thinks fiL 

(4) In the allocation of frequencies under this section, RONTEL shall have regard to any plan or 
scheme of allocation of frequencIes established by any international agreement, including agreements 
with other countries. 

At:THORISED SERVICES 

34. (l) The Republic may authorise a person on writing to provide a service for public use, 
OOIWithstanding that RONTEL is already providing a similar or corresponding system or servIce. 

(2) An authorisation under subsection (I) may be by way oflicence, contracturu agreement, or 
otherwise. 

(3) An authorisation under subsection (I) shall be made on such terms and conditions as lOuse, 
conne<:tion to other "",viees including the national lelephane service, rates and charges to be made in 
relation to the service and other rela!ed matters as are determined or agreed by RONTEL. 

(4) A peroon authorised to provide a service under this section js an authorised 

provider. 
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APPROVAL OF EQUIPMENT 

•35. (1) This section does not apply to radio or television receivers used by an end-user to receive a 
broadcasting service. 

(2) The Republic may approve equipment for use, either by reference to a class', type or brand of 
equipment, or by individual approval in accordance with subsection (5), as -­

(0) subscriber equipment; or 

(b) equipment for use with a licensed system; or 

(c) equipment for use with an authorised service. 

(3) An approval under subsection (1) may include such conditions as 10 the modification of the 
equipment as the Republic considers flt 

(4) A person intending to use equipment which has not been approved by the Republic in 
accordance with subsection (I) shaJl make written application to the Republic describing the 
equipment, the use to which it shaJI be put, and any other information which the Republic may 
reasonably require. 

(5) Upon receipt of an application under subsection (3), the Republic may-­

(a) approve; or 

(b) refuse to approve; or 

(c) approve subject to such conditions as it thinks fi~ including conditions as to modiflcation, of the 
equipment 

(6) Equipment which has not been approved under this section is illegal equipment. 

DECLARATION OF ILLEGAL EQUIPMENT 

36. The Republic may by notice in the Gazette declare a type, class or brand of equipment to be 
illegal equipment 

MODIFICATION OF EQUIPMENT 

37. (I) The Republic may require the owner of any eqUIpment to present it to RONTEL for such 
modification as to frequencies and other matters as RONTEL thinks fit 

(2) Equipment which is required to be presented under subsection (I) and "hich has not been so 
presented within a reasonable time is illegal equipment. 

(3) Equipment which has been modified otherwise than in accordance with the approval of the 

Republic is illegal equipment 


EQUIPMENT CAUSING INTERFERENCE 

38. Equipment which persistently causes interference and which is not capable of being modifled so 

as to pre\'ent the interference is illegal equipment. 


DLITR-'IINATION OF TECHNICAL STANDARDS 

39. (I) The Republic may, by notice in the Gazette, determine technical standards relating to systems 
or to equipment that is connected or to be connected to a system 
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(2) TIre Republic Irnly only detennine a standard under subsection (I) where it believes it is 
necessary Or desirable to do so in order to -­

(a) protect the integrity of a system or the safely of persons working on, or using services supplied by 
means of a system; and 

(b) ensure the compatibility of equipment with a system to which it is connected; or 

(e) ensure that equipment connected to a system complies wilh recognised international standards; or 

(d) maintain or improve the quality of services; or 

(e) reduce or hmit interference to telecommunications or to any uses or functions ofequipment; or 

(I) establish an edequate level of immunity from ele<:trom"l,'1letic disturbence to systems. 

(3) Where a technical standard has been declared under subsection (I), equipment used or 
operated in breach of that standard is illegal equipment. 

PART IV-ENFORCEMENT 

INSPECTORS 

40. (l) The Minister may. by notice in the Gazette, appoint an inspector for the purposes of this 
Act. 

(2) An inspe<:tor appointed under subsection (I) shall be issued with an identity card, 

(3) An inspector who has been reasonably require<! to produce his identity card; and has failed to 
do so, is not entitled to exercise any powers under this Act. 

POWERS OF INSPECTORS 

41. (I) For the purposes of enforcing this Act, an inspector has the following powers:-­

(aJ at any time during the day or night, to enter any land, vehicle, vessel, alrcraft, or premises other 
than residential premises; 

(b) with the consent of the occupier or "ith a warrant, to enter residential premises; 


(c)to search for any thing which may afford evidence of the commission ofan offence against this Ac~ 


(d) to inspect and take photographs, or make sketc~es of the land, vehicle, vessel, aircraft or premises 
or any thing at or in them; 

(e) to inspect, and to remove or make copies of; any book, record or document which may afford 
evidence of the commissiq~ of an offence against this Act, and to remove, or make copies~ 

(I) such other powers llS are given to him by or under this Act. 

(2) Where an inspector has reasonable grounds for believing thai all offence against tlus Act has 
been, is being or is about to be committed, he may, without warrant, setze any equipment or other thing 
wmch he reasonably believes has been, is being or is abeut to be used in connection wilh the offence. 

(3) An inspector may at any time seize illegal equipment, notwithstanding that the person in 

possession of the equipment did not or could not know that it is illegal equipment. 


(4) In exercising powers under this Act, an inspector may USe such force and assistance as is 

reasonably necessary. 
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OFFENCES 

42. (1) A person who -­

(a) provides Or uses an illegal system or service; or 

(b) provides, uses, sells or possesses equipment knowing or suspecting on reasonable grounds that it is 
for use with an illegal system or service~ or 

(c) provides or uses an illegal connection; or 

(d) provides, uses, sells or possesses equipment knmving or suspecting on reasonable grounds that it is 
for use in making an illegal conoection; or 

(e) intentionally operates equipment or a system at frequencies other than those allocated for use by 
that equipment or system; or 

(1) provides, uses, sells or possesses illegal equipment knowing that it is illegal; or 

(g) provides or uses equipment contrllry to the conditions of its approval for use under section 35; or 

(h) breaches any condition as to the use or modification of equipment under section 35(3) or section 37; 
or 

(i) modifies any equipment the modification of which is prohibited, 

is guilty of an offence. 

(2) A subscriber to the national telephone service who breaches or fails to comply with a 
condition of the connection is guilty of an offence. 

(3) A person licensed to provide or use a system under section 32 who breaches a condition of 
his licence is guilty of an offence. 

(4) An authorised provider who breaches a condition of his authorisation under section 34 is 
guilty of an otTence. 

(5) A person, other than an officer of RO:'llTEL acting in the proper course efhis duties, who 
makes or uses a connection to the nationaJ telephone service otherwise than in accordance with section 
30 or 34 is guilty of an offence. 

(6) An officer ofRONTEL, an authorised prOVider or his employee, agent or contractor who, 
otherwise than in the proper course of his duties. intentionally modIfies or Interferes with the contents 
of a communication sent by means of system is guilty of an offence" 

PROTECTION OF COMMUNICATIONS AND OTHER INFORMATION 

J 
43. (l) Directors, officers ofRONTEL, authorised providers and their employees, agents and 
contractors shall treat as confidential any communicatio~ any information relating to a communication 
or the contents of any document, which comes to their knowledge III the course of their duties or their 
connection ",ith ROl\'TEL 

(2) A person who, otherwISe than as a Director, an officer of RONTEL or an authorised provider 
or his employee, agent or contractor acting III the proper course of his duties­

(a) intentionally intercepts;' or 

(b) makes use of; or 
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... 

(c) intentionally discloses to any person, 

a communication or the contents or substance of a communication, or any information or the contents 
ofany document that comes to his knowledge orto which he has access in the course of his duties or 
his connection with RONTEL, is guilty of an offence. 

(3) 	 Nothing in this section applies to anything done -­

(a) in obedience to a warrant, or to any disclosure in connection with the investigation of any criminal 
offence or for the purposes of any criminal proceeding<; or 

(b) to the ..,1ent that the interception, use or disclosure is authorised or required under this Act or any 
other law; or " 

(c) to the extent that the person provIding the information authorised its disclosure at the time of 
providing the information; or 

(d) to the extent necessary to enable the Minister, the Board or the Managing Director to publish 
statistical inlormation concerning the subject matter of the functions ofRONTEL; or 

(e) to the extent necessary to enable the Board to give advice to the Minister. 

(4) A person who is convicted of an oITenee under subsection (2) is liable for any profit made in 
consequence of any damage suffered by RONTEL or any other person as a result ofthe commissIon of 
the offence, in addition to the satisfaction of any criminal penalty that may be imposed. 

ILLEGAL TRANSMISSIONS 

44. (1) TIus section does not apply to the use of eqUlpment used in accordance with an agreement, 
treaty or convention entered into between the Republic and any other country or countries, or any 
international, regional or sui>-regional body, 

(2) Subject to subsecnon (4), a person outside Nauru who, without a valid license, uses 
equipment on board a foreign vessel or foreign aircraft-­

(a) for the purposes ofbroe<icasting to the general public in Nauru radio programS or television 
programs; or 

(b) in a manner that the person knows is likely to interfere substantially with communications within 
Nauru or between Nauru and a place outside Nauru, 

is guilty of an offence. , 
(3)Subject to subsection (4), a person who knowingly operates eqUIpment ­

(3) 	 (a) so as to cause interference with the operation of any other 
equipment or System: or (b) so as to interfere with the safe 
operation of vessels or aircraft; or 

(c) in a manner likely to endanger the safety of another person or to cause another person to suffer or 
incur substantial loss or damage, 

is guilty of an offence. 

(4) It is a defence to a charge of contravening subsection (2) or (3) that this use or operation of 
the equipment was believed to be reasonably necessary for the purpose of -­

(a) securing the safery ofa vessel or aircraft that was in danger; or 

" (b) dealing "ith an emerJlency involving a serious threalto the emironment; or 

(c) dealing with an emergency involying risk of death of, or injury to, persons; or 
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(d) dealing with an emergency involving risk of substantial loss of, or substantial damage to, property. 

(5) The burden of proving any ofthe matters in subsection (4) lies on the defendant 

l'lPROPER USE OF SERVICES 

45. A perwn who uses a system to send a message or other matter -­

(a) which is offensive or of an indecent, obscene or menacing character; or 

(b) for the purpose of causing annoyance, inconvenience or needless anxiety to another person, 

is guilty of an offence. 

PROTECTION OF FACILITIES 

46. A person who, intending to -­

(a) pre"ent or obslrUct the transmission or delivery of a communication; or 

(b) commit mischief; 

damages, removes or tampers with any facility or system or any part of a facility or system is guilty of 
an offence, 

OBSTRUCTION OF INSPECTORS 

47. A person who .. 
(a) fumishes to an officer of RONTEL any particulars which, to rus knowledge, are false or 

ntisleading in any rruuerial respect; or 
(b) refuses or fails to facilitate entry to or examination of any land, premises, vehicle, vessel 

aircraft, equipment or other thing as required or permitted by this Act; or 

(c) assaults, threatens, obstructs, runders, resists, delays, intimidates or fuils to take all reasonable 
measures to ensure the safety of, an inspector in the perfonnance of his duties tmder this Act; or 

(d) wilfully ntisleads, or by threats, demands or prontises, attempts to influence improperly, an 
inspector or an officer of RONTEL in the performance ofhis duty, 

15 guilty of an offence. 

GENERAL PENALTY 

48. A person guilty of an offence tmder this Act for "llich no penalty is e"pressly provided is liable 
to a penalty not exceeding $10,000 or imprisonment for a term not exceeding 10 years. 

PROSECUTIONS UNDER OTIIER LAWS 

49. Nothing in this Act prevents any person from being prosecuted under any other written law for 
any act or omission which constitutes an offence against this Act, or from being liable under that other 
"'Tilten law to any pWlishment or penalty higher or other than that prescribed by this Act, but no person 
shllli be purtished more than once for the same offence. 

\ ' 
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REMEDIES­

50. A person who has suffered loss or damage caused by interference may at any time apply to a 
Court for-­

(a) an order that appropriate measures be taken in order to prevent or mitigate any further interference; 
and 

(b) damages for any loss suffered as a result of the interference, including loss of any benefit that the 
person might reasonably have been expected to obtain but for the interference, 

DISCONNECTION OF EQUIPMENT 

51. (I) RONTEL may, at any time, disconnect any equipment from a system where -­
a) the equipment is a threat to the safety or proper functioning of the system or the safety of any person; 
or 

(b) the equipment causes or threatens to cause interference to the system and cannot be modified so as 
to prev~nt the interference; or 

(c) the equipment or the connection is illegal; or 

(d) there has been persistent failure to make any payment required by this Act for the connection. 

:1 
1i 
ii I 

:1 

(2) Nothing in this section prevents any person from being prosecuted for an offence 
against this Act. 

FORFEITURE OF EQUIPMENT 

52. (1) Where a person is convicted of an offence against this Act in connection with any 
equipment or facility, the equipment or facility is forfeited to RONTEL and may be dealt with as 
RONTEL thinks fit. 

(2) Notwithstanding that no person has been convicted of an offence in relarion to illegal 
equipment, illegal equipment that has been seized by an inspector under this Act is forfeited to 
RONTEL and may be dealt with as RONTEL thinks fit. 

(3) Nothing in subsection (2) prevents any person from being prosecuted for an offence against 
this Act. , 

PRESUMPTIONS AS TO EQUIPMENT 

53. (I) For the purposes of this Act, the occupier of any place, and the person in charge of any 
vehicle, vessel or aircraft, on or in which there is any equipment, shall be presumed to be in possession 
of and to be using the equipment until the contrary is proved. 

(2) For the purposes of this Act, any equipment shall be deemed to remain capable of operation 
notwithstanding the fact that it is temporarily incapable of doing so, unless RONTEL or a person 
authorised by RONTEL is satisfIed that it has been dismantled or rendered completely inoperative . 

., 
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PART V -lItISCELL\NEOUS 

:S-l. (I) Where on the occurrence of a public emergency, or in the interest of public security or 
lI:!!iomd defence, it appears to the Cabinet to be necessary or desirable, the Cabinet may, by order in the 
Go:zate or in writing, give directions to any appropriate person in relation to-­

(3) the prohibition or regulation of me use of systems and services; and 

(1)) the possession or taking control of or use for official purposes of systems and services; 
:e:!d 

(c) the stopping, delay or interception of communications; and 

(rI) the canying out of any other purpcses which the Cabinet may consider necessary, 

(2) The Republic may pay compensation or make grants to the owner or operator of any system 
or service for defraying or contributing towards any losses which may be sustained by reason of 
compliance with any directions of the Cabinet under subsection (I), and any sums required for this 
purpose shall be paid out of funds provided by Parliament for the purpose, 

DUTIES AND LIABILITIES OF DIRECTORS AND OFFICERS 

55. (I) A Director shall at illl times oct honestly and exercise reasonable diligence in the discharge 
of the duties of his office, 

(2) No Director or omcer shall be personally liable for any act or omission done or made in his 
capacity as Director or officer in good faith and in the exercise of reasonable care and diligence in the 
course of the operations of RO~, 

(3) In respect of any habil ity incurred in connection with any act or OlIDSSlOn referred to in 
subsection (I), the Director or officer, as the case may be, shall be indenmified by the Republic, 

LIABIUTY OF RONTEL 

56. RO~'TEL shall not be liable in any proceedings for the content or nature of any message or 
communication sent or transmitted by Uje of the national telephone system or any other system or 
service provided bY RONTEL 

REGULATIONS 

57, The Cabinet may make regulations not inconsistent with this Act prescribing all matters 
necessary or convenient to be prescribed for carrying out or giving effect to this Act, and in particular 
prescribing matters for and in rehUion to -­

(a) the terms and conditions of service ofthe staff oJ RONTEL; and 

(b) the manner and fonn of applications to subscribe to the national telephone service, the conditions of 
connection and the manner and form to apply for alteration, relocation or retn()val of a connection, and 
related matters; 

(c) the grant oflicences to provide and use systems, and the exemption of a person. or class of persons, 
or a system or cJ~s of systems, from licence requirements~ and 

(d) the allocation, variation of allocation and reallocation of frequencies and other related matters; and 
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<e) the proyision of authorised sOrYices; and 

(f) w approyal and modification of equipment; and 

(g) the determination of technical standards; and 

(h) any fees, charges, taxes, bonds or securities payable in respect ofany matter under this Act; and 

(i) prescribing penalties of fines not exceeding $5,000 for offences against the regulations. 

PART "\11- REPEAL, SAVINGS AND TRANSITIONAL 

INTERPRETATIO,,", OF PART V 

58. In this Part, "Directorate of Telecommunications" means the division of the Department ofIsland 
De>elopment and Industry concerned with and dealing with telecommunications maners. 

REPEAL OF WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY ACT 1974 

59. The Wireless Telegraphy Act 1974 is repealed. 


SAVING OF WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY REGULA TIONS 1976 AND EXISTING UCENCES 


60. (I) Notwithstandmg section 59, until regulations are made under this Act to provide for matters 
relating to telecommunications, the Wireless Telegraphy Regulations 1976 made under the Wireless 
Telegraphy Act 1974 (repealed) and in force immediately before the commencement of this Act shall 
opply, as nearly as may be, as if made under this Act. 

(2) A reference in the Wireless Telegraphy Regulations 1976 to "Wifeless communication" or 
-"ireless telegraphy" sladl be read a, a reference to telecommunications under this Act. 

(3) Subject to subsection (4), allhcences granted under the Wireless Telegraphy Regulations 
1916 which were valid and in force immediately before the commencement of this Act shall continue, 
OIllhat coming into operation, to have full force and effect until the expiry of the current period for 
l\"bich they were granted or made or until they sooner expire or are re"voked according to law, 

(4) Where, on the commencement orthis Act, RONTEL is ofthe opinion that any term or 
coodition of any licence granted under the Wireless Telegraphy Regulations 1976, including a fee level 
paid or payable in respect ofthe licence~ is at variance with the provisions ofthIs Act to an extent that 
makes it unacceptable, it shall by written notice -

Ca) ad~ise the licensee of the term or condition that is unacceptable; and 

(b) specify the variation in the term or condition required to ensure compliance with this Act; and 

(c) ad,ise that the variation shall apply in respect of the licence with effect from a date specified in the 
ootlce, unless it roceives notification from the licensee that the variation is unacceptable. in which case 
1he licence shall cease to have effect from the date specified. 

TRA......SFER OF PROPERTY TO RONTEL 

61_ All propeny which was held or occupied by the Republic on behalf of or in favour of the 

Directorate ofTelecommunications immediately before the commencement of this Act is, on that 

commencement, transferred to and becomes property ofRONTEL, without the need for any further 

COtl\'eyance, transfer, assignment or assurance. 
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CO,,""I'R-\Cl'S A. ...l) AGREEMENTS 

62. (1) Subject to section 63, all contracts and agreements entered into, made with or addressed to 
Cle Rqlcblic through the Directorate ofTelecommunications or through the Department of Island 
De.elopment and Industry on behalf oflhe Directorate of Telecommunications, insofar as they relate to 
f:e fr-ctions ofRONTEL under this Act, are, to the extent that they were, immediately before the 
in ,fflt'ement of this Act, binding on and of full force and effect against or in favour of the Republic 
""'" 03lb:!! commencement, binding on and offull force and effect against or in favour of RONTEL as 
tl:II! and el'fectually as if, instead ofthe Republic, RONTEL has been a party to them or bound by 
f:= or entitled to the benefit of them. 

(2) Where the Republic continues to receive any proceeds under a contract or agreement of the 
lind referred to in subsection (I) following the commencement of this Acl, the Republic shall pay to 
RO':-'TEL proceeds received by it under that contract, less any expenses incurred by the Republic in 
re:b::ion to or as a result of that contract. 

l\IO!\'EYS. DEBTS AND CLAL,"S 

63, NOt\\ilhstanding section 62 , ­

(a) all money payable to the Republic on behalf or on account of the Directorate of 
Telecommunications, or the Department oflsland Development and Industry on behalf of the 
Directorate ofTelecommunications, shall, on the commencement ofthis Act, become money payable 
10 RO:-rrEL; and 

(b) all money payable by and debts due from the Republic and all claims, liquidated and unliquidated, 
recoverable against the Republic on behalf or on account of the Directorate of Telecommunications, or 
!be Department of Island Development and Industry on behalf of the Directorate of 
Telecommunications, shall continue to be payable by, due from or recoverable against the Republic as 
ifthis Act had not been made. 

LEGAL AND OTHER PROCEEDINGS 

64. (I) Where, invmediately before the :commencement of this Act, any legal or other proceedings 
relating to any asset, right or liability referred to in this Pari, other than proceedings for money payable, 
"''''' pending or existing by or against the Republic, it does nol, on that commencement, abale or 
discontinue, or be in any way affected by any provision of this Act but it may be prosecuted, continued 
:md enforced by, against or in favour ofthe person or body as if this Act had not been made. 

(2) Any legal or other proceedings relating to any money payable to the Republic on behalf or 
CD ttCOIIl1t of the Directorate ofTelecommunications, or the Department of Island Development and 
Industry on behalf of the Directorate of Telecommunications, which might, but for the commencement 
of this Act, have been commenced or continued by the Republic I11llY, upon tbe commencement of this 
Act" be continued by RONTEL. 

TRANSH;R OF STAFF OF RONTEL 

65. (J) The person who, immediately before the commencement of Ibis Act, 'held the office of 
Director of Telecommunications shall, on that commencement, hold office as Cltiefexecntive Officer, 
an the same terms and conditions, until such times as a ChiefExetutive Officer is appomted and terms 
.:>d conditions determined in accordance with section 16. 

(2) A person who, immediately before the commencement ofthis Act, held an office in the 

Directorate ofTelecommunications shall, on that commencement, be deemed to hold a similar office 

under this Act, on similar tenTIS and conditions, until such time as appoinunents are made under this 

Act 
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.A.PPUCATIO:,\ OF ACTS AND OTHER INSTRUMENTS 
66. ( I) Where ­

(~my "lin"" law o!her than this Act; or 

(b) mydocumenl or instrument wherever maJe or executed. 

QXJtains a reference, express or implied, to the Directorate of Telecommunications, or the Department 
or Direaocate responsible for telecommurucalions matters. that reference shall. on the coming into 
operation of this Ac~ except where !he context o!he",'se requires. be read and construed and have 
effect as a reference to RONTEL, 

(2) Where-­

(a) my written law oilier than this Act; or 

(b) lIllY document or instrument wherever maJe or executed, 

00IlIains aroferenee, express or implied, to !he Wireless Telegraphy Act 1974 (repealed), that reference 
shall. on the coming into operation of this Act. except where !he context o!he""se reqUires, be read 
2Dd construed and bave effect as a reference to this Act 



I hereby certi fy that the above is 
a fair print of a Bill for an Act 
entitled Telecmmunications Act 
2002, that has been passed by 
Parliament ofNauru and is now 
presented to the Speaker for his 
Certificate under Article 47 of 

the~3__~ 
Clerk of Parliament 
19th June 2002 

Pursuant to Article 47 of the 
Constitution, I, LUDWIG D. 
SCOTTY, Speaker of 
Parliament, hereby certify that 
the Telecommunications Act 
2002 has been passed by 
Parliament of Nauru, 

'Speaker CJinJj 
19th June 2002 


