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INDEPENDENT STATE OF PAPUA NEW GUINEA. 

CHAPTER No. 145. 

Business Names Act. 

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS. 
1. Interpreration­

"business" 
"business name" 
"carrying on business" 
"corporation" 
"director" 
"firm" 
"given name" 
"individual" 
"initial" 
"process" 
"the register" 
"the Registrar" 
"the regulations" 
"secretary" 
"this Act", 

2. Certain persons not to carryon business. 

3. Certain business names to be registered. 
4. Personal names, etc. 
5. Businesses carried on by official receivers, etc. 
6. Certain transactions not avoided. 

7. Register of business names. 

8. Registration of business names. 

9. Resident agents. 

10. Restriction on registration of business names. 

11. Power to cancel registration of business names. 

12. Renewal of registration. 

-13. Notification of changes in registered business names, etc. 
14. Duty to furnish information. 
15. Disability of persons in default. 
16. Signing of statements. 
17. Verification of particulars. 
18. False statements. 
19. Notice of proposed cancellation. 
20. Cancellation of registration. 
21. Use and exhibition of business name. 
22. Registrar may correct errors in register, etc. 
23. Inspection of statements. 
24. Certificates of registration or non-registration. 
25. Evidence of registration or non-registration. 
26. Authority of Registrar to destroy documents . 
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27. Invitations to the public to make deposits or loans. 

28. Proceedings against persons under a business name. 
29. Offences committed by corporations. 

30. Evidentiary provisions. 

31. Service of notices. 

32. Regulations. 
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INDEPENDENT STATE OF PAPUA NEW GUINEA. 

CHAPTER No. 145. 

Business Names Act. 

Being an Act relating to business names and for related purposes, 

1. Interpretation. 

(1) In this Act, unless the contrary intention appears­

"business" includes' trade and profession; 

"business name" means a name, style, title or designation under which a business 
is carried on; 

"carrying on business" includes establishing a place of business and soliciting or 
procuring any order from a person in the country; 

"corporation" means any corporation. formed or incorporated whether in or 
outside the country, and includes a foreign company within the meaning of 
the Companies Act, 

"director", in relation to a corporation, includes any person occupying the position 
of director of the corporation by whatever name called; 

"firm" means an unincorporated body of persons (whether consisting solely of 
individuals or of corporations or partly of individuals, and pardy of corpora­
tions) associated together for the purpose of carrying on business; 

"given name" includes a forename or personal name; 

"individual" means a natural person and does not include a corporation; 

"initial" includes a recognized abbreviation of a given name; 

"process" includes any writ, summons, plaint, pleading, order or document in or 
relating to any legal proceedings; 

"the register" means the register of business names kept under this Act; 

"the Registrar" means the Registrar of Companies under the Companies Act, and 
includes any Deputy or Acting Registrar of Companies; 

"the regulations" means any regulations made under this Act; 

"secretary" includes-

(a) in relation to a corporation-a person performing the duties of 
secretary of the corporation; and 

(b) in relation to a corporation registered under Part IX. of the Companies 
ACf-the attorney of the corportion appointed for the purpose of that 
Part; 

"this Act" includes the regulations. 

(2) For the purposes of this Act, a person shall not be regarded as carrying on business 
within the country for the reason only that within the country he-

(a) is or becomes a party to an action or suit or an administrative or arbitration 
proceeding, or effects settlement of an action, suit or proceeding or of a claim 
or dispute~ or 

(b) maintains a bank account~ or 
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(c) effects a sale through an iridependent contractor; or 

(d) creates evidence of a debt or creates 3, charge on property; or 

(e) secures or collects any of his debts or enforces his rights in regard to 
securities relating to his debts; or 

(f) conducts an isolated transaction that is completed within 31 days, not being 
one of a number of similar transactions repeated from time to time; or 

(g) invests any of his funds or holds property. 

(3) For the purposes of this Act, a business name shall be deemed to be registered 
under this Act in relation to a person if it appears from the register that the person, alone 
or together with other persons, is carrying on business under that n~me. 

2. Certain persons not to carryon business. 

(1) A person who is or has been convicted, within or without the country-

(a) on indictment, of an offence in connexion with the promotion, formation or 
management of a corporation; or 

(b) of an offence involving fraud or dishonesty punishable on conviction with 
imprisonment for three months or more; or 

(c) of an offence under Section 49 or 139 of the Companies Act, or under any 
corresponding law of a State or Territory of Australia, 

and who carries on business in the country, except with the leave of a Magistrate Grade III. 
or IV., alone or in association with other persons under a business name (other than a 
business name which consists of his name and the name of each other person (if any) in 
association with whom he is carrying on business, without any addition) within five years 
after his conviction (or if he has been sentenced to imprisonment, after his release from 
imprisonment), is guilty of an offence. 

Penalty: A fine not exceeding K400.00 or imprisonment for a term not exceeding six 
months, or both. 

Default penalty: A fine not exceeding K20.00. 

(3) A person shall give the Principal legal Adviser not less than 28 days' notice of his 
intention to apply for leave under this section. 

(4) The Principal Legal Adviser may be represented at the hearing of, and may 
oppose, an application under this section. 

(5) Nothing in this section affects the operation of Section 3. 

3. Certain business names to be registered. 

A person who, alone or in association with other persons, carries on business in the 
country under a business name is guilty of an offence, unless-

(a) the business name consists of the name of that person and the name of each 
other person (if any) in association with whom that person is carrying on 
business, without any addition; or 
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(b) the bus~nes~ name is registered under this Act in relation to that person and 
each other person (if any) in association with whom that-person is carrying on 
business, 

and where the business name is registered, the provisions of Section 13' that are applicable 
have been complied with by or on behalf of the person or persons in relation to whom the 
name is registered. 

Penalty: A fine not exceeding K200.00. 

Default penalty: A fine not exceeding K20.00. 

4. Personal names, etc. 

(1) For the purposes of Sections 2 and 3, the name of a person consists of­

(a) in the case of an individual-

(i) his full name; or 

Oi) his surname together wit4-

(A) his given name or names; or 

(B) the initial or initials of his given name or names; or 

(C) a combination of one or more of his given -names and the initial 
or initials of his remaining given name or names; or 

(D) the given name or names by which he is commonly known or 
the initial or initials by which he is commonly known, or any 
co~bination.of one or more of those names and initials; or 

(b) in the case of a corporation-its corporate name. 

(2) For the purposes of Sections 2(1) and 3, the addition to a business name of words 
mdicating that the business is carried on in succession to a former owner of the business 
shall not be deemed to be an addition to the business name. 

5. Businesses carried on by official receivers, etc. 

Where a business is carried on­

(a) by an official receiver; or 

(b) by a trustee in bankruptcy; or 

(c) by a trustee under a deed or a scheme of arrangement entered into under the 
law relating to ~ankruPtcy; or 

(d) by a receiver, manager or other person appointed by a court, or under the 
powers contained in an instrument, to carryon the b~siness" 

for the purposes of this Act the business shall be deemed to be carried on by the person 
who carried on the business immediately before the appointment of the receiver, trustee, 
manager or other person. 

6. Certain transactions not avoided. 

Notwithst'anding this Act, a contravention of or failure to comply with a provision of 
this Act does not operate to avoid an agreement, transaction, act or matter. 

7. Register of business names. 

(1) The Registrar shall keep a register of business names, registered under this Act in 
such form as he thinks proper. 
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(2) For the purposes of this-" Act, a statement lodged under- this Act in relation to a 
business name registered under this Act, whether lodged before or after the registration, 
shall be deemed to be incorporated with and to form parr of the register. 

8. Registration of business -names. 

(1) An application for the registration of a business name shall be accompanied by the 
prescribed fee and shaJl be made by lodging with the Registrar a statement in the 
prescribed form signed by the person or persons carrying on or proposing to carryon 
business in the country under that name, specifying-

(a) the business name~ and 

(b) a concise description of the true nature of the business carried on or proposed 
to be carried on under the name by the applicant or applic~nts; and 

(c) the address of each place in the country where the business is or is proposed 
to be carried on showing, if the business is or is proposed to be carried on at 
more than one place in the country, which of those places is the principal 
place of business; and 

(d) the given names and surname, any former given names or surname and the 
usual place of residence of each applicant who is an individual, and the 
corporate name and the place, of the registered office in the country of each 
applicant that is a corporation; and 

(e) the date or proposed date of commencement' of carrying on business in the 
country under the business name by the ,applicant or applicants; and 

(f) where the business name- is a name adopted by the applicant or applicants in 
substitution for another name-that other name. 

(2) Where an applicant is an infant, he shall be so described and the date of his hirth 
set OUt in the swtemenr. 

(3) Subject to this Act, on the lodging of a statement under Subsection (I) in relation 
to a business name the Registrar shall register the business ,name. 

(4) On registering a business name, the Registrar shall issue a certificate of registration 
in the prescribed form sig!1ed by him. 

(5) On paymem of the prescribed fee, the Registrar may issue a further certificate of 
registration. 

(6) A business name shall not be registered under this Act where the statemem 
referred to in Subsection (1) is lodged with the Registrar on a date more than two months 
before the date shown in the statement as the proposed date of commencement of carrying 
on business. 

(7) The Registrar may refuse to register a business name where he is not satisfied that 
the particulars set out in the statement lodged under Subsection (1) are correct. 

9. Resident agents. 

(1) Where a business name is required to be registered under this Act and the person 
or all of the persons carrying on or proposing to carryon business in the country under that 
name is not or are not resident within the country, or does not or do not have a fixed 
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address or fixed addresses within the country, the statement referred to in Section 8(1) 
shall-

(a) include the name and address of some person resident in the country who, in 
relation to the carrying on of business under that name-

(i) has consented in writing to be the resident agent of the person or 
persons for the purposes of this Act; and 

(ii) is authorized in writing by the person or persons to accept, on behalf 
of the person or persons, service of notices for the purposes of this Act 
and of any process; and 

(b) be signed by the person who has consented to be the resident agent. 

(2) For the purpose of serving a notice or process under this Act, the address shown 
in a statement lodged with the Registrar under this Act as the address of the resident agent 
appointed for the purposes of this Act by the person or persons in relation to whom a 
business name is registered shall be deemed to be the address of a place where business is 
carried on by the person or persons under that name. 

10" Restriction on registration of business names. 

Except with the consent of the Minister, a business name shall not be registered under 
this Act where the business name is a name that, in the opinion of the Registrar, is 
undesirable, or is a name, or a name of a kind, that the Minister, under Section 22 of the 
Companies Act, has directed the Registrar of Companies not to accept for registration under 
that Act. 

11. Power to cancel registration of business names. 

(1) Where a business name that could not be registered under this Act without 
contravention of Section 10 is registered through inadvertence or otherwise, the Registrar 
may send by post a notice addressed to the person or persons in relation to whom the name 
is registered at the place shown in the register as the place where business is carried on 
under that name-

(a) stating that he proposes to cancel the registration of that name on the 
expiration of a period of not less than two months specified in the notice; and 

(b) setting out his reasons for the proposed cancellation, 

and, on the expiration of that period. if the notice has not been annulled under Subsection 
(2) the Registrar may cancel the registration of that name. 

(2) The Minister may, at any time before the expiration of the period specified in a 
notice given by the Registrar under Subsection (1), annul the notice. 

(3) The Registrar may remit any fee payable in respect of an application for the 
registration of a new business name in place of a business name the registration of which is 
cancelled under Subsection (1). 

12. Renewal of registration. 

(1) Subject to this Act, the registration of a business name remains in force for a 
period of three years, but the registration may from time to time be renewed by lodging 
with the Registra'r, at any time within the period of one month before or after the expiry 
of the registration, a statement in the prescribed_ form signed by the person or one of the 
persons in relation to whom the name is registered and accompanied by the prescribed fee. 
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(3) Before or after the expiration of the registration of a business name, but not earlier 
than two months before the expiration, the Registrar shall send by post to the person or 
persons in relation to whom the business name is or was registered, at the place shown in 
the register as the place where 'business is carried· on under that name, a notice of the date 
on which the registration is due to expire or has expired, as the case may be. 

(4) Where the registration of a business name has expired. the Registrar shall not 
accept for registration from any person or persons, other than the person or persons in 
relation to whom the business name was registered, a business name that is identical with 
that business name, or that in the opinion of the Registrar so nearly resembles it as to be 
calculated to deceive, until the expiration of two months after the sending of the notice 
referred to in Subsection (3). 

13. Notification of changes in registered business names, etc. 

(1) Where a business name is registered under this Act and a change occurs-

(a) that renders the description of the nature of the business lodged with the 
Registrar insufficient to disclose the true nature of the business; or 

(b) in relation to the place or places in the country at which business is carried on 
under that name or in the address of any such place; or 

(c) in the registered particulars relating to the resident agent of the person or 
persons in relation to who'm the name is registered, 

there must be lodged with the Registrar within one month after the change, or within such 
further time as the Registrar (before the expiration of that period) allows, a statement in,the 
prescribed form, signed by the person or one of the persons in relation to whom the name 
is registered at the time of the change, notifying the Registrar of the particulars of and of 
the date of the change. 

(2) Where a change occurs-

(a) in the given name or surname or the place of residence of any person, being 
an individual, in 'relation to whom a business name is registered under this 
Act; or 

(b) in the corporate name or the place of the registered -office in the country of 
a person, being a corporarion, in relation to' which a business name is 
registered under this Act, 

there must be lodged with the Registrar within one month after the change, or within such 
further time as the Registrar (before the expiration of that period) allows, a statement in the 
prescribed form, signed by that person, notifying the Registrar of the particulars of and the 
date of the change. 

(3) Where a business name is registered under this Act in relation to a person or 
persons and that person ceases, or all or any of those persons cease, to carryon business in 
the country under that name, there must be lodged with the Registrar within one month 
after the cessation, or within such further time as the Registrar (before the expiration of 
that period) allows, a statement in the prescribed form notifying the Registrar of the 
cessation and of the date of the cessation, signed by each person who was carrying on 
business under that name immediately before the cessation or, in the case of a deceased 
person, by his personal representative. 

(4) Where, immediately after a cessation referred to in Subsection (3), the person or 
all of the persons carrying on business under the business name is not or are not resident 
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within the country, or does not or do not have a fixed address or fixed addresses within the 
country, the statement referred to in that subsection shall-

(a) include the name and address of some person resident in the country who, in 
relation to the carrying on of business under that name-

(i) has consented in writing to be the resident agent of the person or 
persons for the purposes of this Act; and 

(ii) is authorized in writing by the person or persons to accept, on behalf 
of the person or persons, service of notices for the purposes of this Act 
and of process; and 

·(b) be signed by the person who has consented to be the resident agent. 

(5) Where a business name is registered under this Act in relation to a person or 
persons and another person or other persons commences or commence to carryon business 
in the country under that name in the place of, or in association with, any person or persons 
in relation- to whom the name is already registered, there must be lodged with the Registrar 
within one month after the commencement, or within such further time as the Registrar 
(before the expiration of that period) allows, a statement in the ptescribed form notifying 
the Registrar of the commencement and of the date of the commencement, signed by each 
person carrying on business under that name' immediately after the commencement and 
specifying, in relation to each person required to sign the statement-

(a) in the case of an individual-

(i) his given names and surname and any former given names or surname; 
and 

(ii) his usual place of residence. 

and where he is an infant, he shall be so described and the date of his birth set 
out in the statement; or 

(b) in the case of a corporation­

(i) the corporate name; and 

(ii) the place of the registered office in the country of the corporation. 

(6) For the purposes of Subsection (5). where the person or all of the persons carrying 
on business under a business name is not or are not resident within the country or does not 
or do not have a fixed address or fixed addresses within the country, the statement referred 
to in that subsection shall-

(a) include the name and address of some person resident in the country who, in 
relation to the carrying on of business under that name-

(i) has consented in writing to be the resident agent of the person or 
persons for the purposes of this Act; and 

(ii) is authorized in writing by the person or persons to accept, on behalf 
of the person or persons, service of notices for the purposes of this Act 
and of process; and 

(b) be signed by the person who has consented to bethe resident agent. 

(7) Where, while a person is the resident agent of a person or persons in relation to 
whom a business name is registered under this Act, the person or anyone or more of the 
persQ'ns in relation to whom the name is registered commences or commence to reside 
within the country or acquires or acquire a fixed ~ddress within the couiltry, there must be 
lodged with' the 1,tegistrar within one month after the person or persons commenced to 
reside or acquired a fixed address or fixed addresses, or within such further time as the 
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Registrar (before the expiration of that period) allows, a statement in the prescribed form, 
signed by the person or one of the persons in relation to whom the business name is 
registered-

(a) notifying the Registrar that the person appointed to be the resident agent of 
the person or persons in relation to whom the business name is registered has 
ceased to be the resident agent of that person or those persons; and 

(b) specifying the name or names of the person or persons in relation to whom 
the business name is registered who has Of have commenced to reside or has 
or have acquired a fixed address or fixed addresses within the country, and the 
usual place or places of residence or the fixed address or fixed addresses 
within the country of that person or those persons, 

(8) Where, while a person is the resident agent of a person or persons in relation to 
whom a business name is registered under this Act, another person or other persons 
commences or commence to carryon business in the country under that name in the place 
of, or in association with, any person or persons in relation to whom the name is already 
registered, and that other person or one or more of those other persons resides within the 
country or has or have a fixed address or fixed addresses within the country, there must be 
lodged with the Registrar within one month after the commencement, or within such 
further time as the Registrar (before the expiration of that period) allows, a statement in the 
prescribed form, signed by the person or one of the persons carrying on business under that 
name after the commencement-

(a) notifying the Registrar that the person who was the resident agent of the 
person or persons in relation to whom the business name was registered 
immediately before the commencement is not, or has ceased to be, the 
resident agent of the person or persons carrying on business under that name 
immediately after the commencement; and 

(b) specifying the name or names of that other person or any of the other persons 
who resides or reside within the country or has or have a fixed address or 
fixed addresses within the country, and the usual place or places of residence 
or the fixed address or fixed addresses within the country of that other person 
or those other persons. 

(9) Where a business name is registered under this Act and a person appointed to be 
the resident agent of the person or persons in relation to whom the name is registered 
ceases to reside within the country or ceases to be the resident agent of that person or those 
persons, there must be lodged with the Registrar within one month after the cessation, or 
within such further time as the Registrar (before the expiration of that period) allows, a 
statement in the prescribed form, notifying the Registrar of the name and address of some 
other person resident within the country who is appointed to be the resident agent of the 
person or persons in relation to whom the name is registered in the place of, or in 
succession to, the person who has ceased to be so resident or who has ceased to be the 
resident agent of that person or those persons, and of the date of the appointment-

(a) signed by the person or one of the persons in relation to whom the name is 
registered and by the person so appointed; and 

(b) showing that the person so appointed, in relation to the carrying on of 
business under that name-

(i) has consented in writing [Q be the resident 
persons for the purposes of this Act; and 
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(ii) is authorized in writing by the person or persons to accept on behalf 
of the person or persons service of notices for the purposes of this Act 
and of process. 

(10) Where a business name is registered under this Act and the person or all the 
persons in relation to whom the name is registered ceases or cease to reside within the 
country or to have a fixed address or ,fixed addresses within the country, there must be 
lodged with the Registrar .within one month after that person or those persons has or have 
ceased to reside or to have a fixed adQress or fixed addresses, or within such further time 
as the Registrar (before the expiration of that period) allows, a statement in the prescribed 
form, notifying the Registrar of the name and address of sorpe other person resident in the 
country who is appointed to be the resident" agent of the person or persons in relation to 

whom the name is registered, and of the date of the appointment-

(a) signed by the person or one of the persons in relation to whom the name is 
registered and by the person appoi~ted; and 

(b) showing that the perso.n appointed, in relation to the carrying on of business 
under that name-

(i) has consented in writing to be the resident agent of the person or 
persons for the purposes of this Act; and 

(ii) is authorized in writing by the person or persons to accept on behalf 
of the person or persons service of notices for the purposes of this Act 
and of process. 

(11) Where a statement required by a provision of this section to be lodged with the 
Registrar is not lodged in accordance with that provision or, if lodged, does not comply 
with that provision, each person required or authorized by the provision to sign the 
st~tement is, unless he proves that he took all reasonable steps to ensure compliance with 
the provision, guilty of an offence. 

Penalty: A fine not exceeding K200.00. 

Default penalty: A fine not exceeding K20.00. 

(12) Where by reason of a person commencing to carryon business under a business 
name registered under this Act a statement is lodged with the Registrar under Subsection 
(5), that person or any other person is not guilty of an offence against Section 3 by reaSOn 
only that, before the lodging of the statement, he carried on business under that name. 

(13) A statement required to be lodged' with the Registrar under this section with 
respect to a matter may be combined with a statemen,t required to be lodged under this 
section with respect to another matter. 

(14) A statement lodged under this section shall be accompanied by the prescribed 
fee. 

14. Duty to furnish 'information. 

(1) The Registrar may, by written notice, require any per,son to furnish within a period 
of not less than two months specified in the notice" or within such further period as the 
Registrar (before the expiration of that period) allows, such information as appears to the 
Registrar to be necessary to enable him to ascertain whether or not a person-

(a) is carrying on business alone or in association with other persons under a 
business name that is required to be registered under this Act; or 

(h) has failed to lodge with the Registrar a statement required to be lodged under 
this Act. 
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(2) A person required under Subsection (1) to furnish information to the Registrar 
who, within the period specified in the notice, or within such further period as the Registrar 
allows, fails to furnish such information as is within his power to furnish, or furnishes any 
information which to his knowledge is false in a material panicular, is guilty of an offence. 

Penalty: A fine not exceeding K200.00. 

(3) A person is not'excused from furnishing informacion where required to do so 
under Subsection (1) on the ground that the information might tend to criminate him or 
make him liable to a penalty, but the information furnished by him is not admissible in 
evidence against him in any proceedings, civil or criminal. 

IS. Disability of persons in default. 

Where a person who--

(a) is carrying on business under a business name in contravention of Section 2 
or 3; or 

(b) is required to lodge a statement under Section l3 in relation fo a business 
naCQe and fails to lodge the statement, 

commences any legal proceedings in that business name or in respect of a cause. of action 
arising out of a dealing in or under that business name', the court before which the 
proceedings are commenced-

(c) may order the person-

(i) to cease to contravene Section 2 or 3; or 

(ii) to cause the statement to be lodged, 

as the case requires; and 

Cd) may-

(i) stay the proceedings until (he order is complied with; or 

(ii) allow the proceedings to conlinue on an undertaking being given by 
[he person [hat he will comply with the order within such period as is 
fixed by the court. 

16. Signing of statements. 

(1) A statement lodged with the Registrar under this Act shall be deemed to be signed 
by a ,person who is required to sign the statement where-

(a) in the case of an individual-it is signed on his behalf by a person authorized 
in writing to sign the statement; or 

(b) in the case of a corporation-it is signed by a director or manager or the 
secretary of the corporation. 

(2) Notwithstanding this Act, where the Registrar is satisfied that it is not practicable 
to obtain the signature of a person required by this Act to sign a statement, the Registrar 
may accept the statement for registration without it being signed by that person, but a 
person is not relieved of the requirement to sign a statement and a Statement not signed by 
a person is not evidence relating to that person's interest in a business by reason only of its 
registration under this Act. 

17. Verification of particulars. 

If the Registrar, in a particular case, thinks fit, he may refuse to accept a statement 
required to be lodged with him under this Act unless the particulars specified in the 
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statement are verified by a statutory declaration made by a person who signed the 
statement. 

18. False statements. 

A persop. who signs or lodges with the Registrar a statement, made or purporting to 
be made for the purposes of this Act, that to his knowledge is false in a material particular, 
and a person who authorizes or permits the lodging with the Registrar of such a statement 
that to his knowledge is false in a material particular, is guilty of an offence. 

Penalty: A fine not exceeding K200.00 or imprisonment for a term noc exceeding 
three months, or both. 

19. Notice of proposed cancellation. 

(1) Where the Registrar has reasonable cause to believe that a person or persons in 
relation to whom a business name is registered under this Act is not or are not carrying on 
business in the country under that name, he may send by post a notice addressed to the 
person or persons at the place shown in the register as the place where business is carried 
on under that name inquiring whether the person is or the persons are carrying on business 
under the name and stating that, unless the Registrar is satisfied within two months from 
the date of the notice that business is being carried on in the country by that person or 
those persons under that name, the registration of the business name may be cancelled. 

(2) Where the Registrar has reasonable cause to believe that a provision of Section 13 
that is required to be complied with by or on behalf of the person or persons in relation to 
whom a business name is registered under this Act has not been complied with, he may 
send by post a notice addressed to the person or persons at the place shown in the register 
as th~ place where business is carried on under that name stating that, unless within two 
months from the date of the notice the provision is complied with or the Registrar i~ 
satisfied that there was in fact no failure to comply with the provision, the registration of the 
business name may be cancelled. 

20. Cancellation of registration. 

(1) The Registrar may cancel the registration of a business name where-

(a) there is lodged with the Registrar a statement under Section 13 notifying him 
that the person or all the persons in relation to whom the business name is 
registered has or have ceased to carryon business in the country under that 
name, and it does not appear from the statement or another statement 
accompanying the statement that another person has or other persons have 
commenced to carryon business in the country under that name; or. 

(b) the Registrar has sent a notice under Section 19(1) to any person or persons 
in respect of the business name and that person does not, or those persons do 
not, satisfy the Registrar within one month from the date of the notiCe that 
business is being carried on in the country by that person or those persons 
under that name; or 

(c) the Registrar has sent a notice under Section 19(2) to any person or persons 
and within two months after the date of the notice the provision of Section 13 
to which the notice relates has not been complied with or the person does not 
or those persons do not satisfy the Registrar that there was no failure to 

comply with the provision; or 
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(d) the, business name is registered in relation co a corporation only and the name 
of the corporation has been struck off any register of corporations kept under 
the Companies Act or the corporation has been dissolved. 

(2) The Registrar may, on any grounds that he thinks sufficierit, revoke the 
cancellation by him of (he registration of a business name and, in that event, the business 
name shall be deemed to have continued to be registered· as if the registration had not been 
cancelled. 

(3) Where the registration of -a business name has been cancelled under this section, 
a person in relation to whom the business name was registered ,immediately before the 
cancellation may apply to the National Court for an order directing the Registrar to restore 
the registration of the business name. ' 

(4) On an application under Subsection (3), if the National Court is satisfied that the 
applicant is carrying on business under the business name and that it is just and equitable 
to do so, it may make the order applied for o~ such terms as the Court thinks proper. 

(5) On the making of an order by the National Court under Subsection (4), the 
business name shall be deemed to have continued to be registered,' as though the 
registration had not been cancelled and the Registrar, on theJodging with him of an office 
copy of the order, shall make such entries and alterations in the register·-as 'he considers 
necessary fot, the purposes ,of the order. 

21. Use and exhibition of business name. 

Where, a business name is registered under this Act-

(a) no person or persons in relation to whom the business nahle is registered may 
issue or sign in connexion with the carrying 00 of that business any business 
letter, staremenr of account, invoice, official notite, publication, order for 
goods or receipt unless the business name appears in legible characters on it; 
and 

(b) [he business name must at all rimt'.'i he displayed in a conspicuous position on 
the outside of every phl('e at which business is carried on under that nam,e; 
and 

«(J the certificate of regislration of the business name must at all times be 
exhibited in a conspicuous position at the place where busine.ss is carried on 
under that name or, if there is more than one such place, at the principal place 
where business is so carried 00, 

and in the event of a contravention of this section each person car'rying on business under 
that name is, unless he proves [hat he rook all reasonable steps' to ensure compliance with 
[his section, guilty of an offeoce. 

Penalty: A fine not exceeding K I 00.00. 

qefau1r penalty: A fine not exceeding K20.00. 

22. Registrar may correct errors in register, etc. 

(1) The Registrar may, on evidence which to him appears sufficient, correct an error 
in an entry in the register or in a certificate of registrat.ion of a business name. 

(2) When correcting an error under Subsection (1), the Registrar shall not erase or 
render illegible the original words, and shaH affix [he date on which ·the correction was 
made together with his initials. 
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(3) An entry or certificate corrected under this -section has the same validity and effect 
as though the error had not been made: 

(4) The Registrar may accept and register a statement lodged to correct an error in, or 
to supply a particular omitted from, a statement previously lodged and registered and, in 
thar event, the statement previously lodged and that lodged under this subsection shall be 
read. aS,one and shall both be incorporated with and form part of the register. 

23. Inspection of statements. 

A person may, on payment of the prescribed fee, inspect any statement lodged with the 
Registrar under this Act that has not been destroyed under Section 26, and may make a 
copy of the statement or take extracts from it. 

24. Certificates of registration or non~registration. 

(1) The Registrar shall, on written request by a person and on payment of the 
prescribed fee, issue to that person-

(a) a copy of' or extract from the register, or a copy' of or extract from a document 
forming part of the register, certified under his hand to be a true copy or 
eX.tract; or 

(b) a certificate under his hand that a business name was or was not registered 
under this Act on a date or during a period specified in the certificate. 

(2) The Registrar is not required to issue a copy, extract or certificate under 
Subsection (1) in respect of a statement or notice that has been destroyed under Section 26 
or in respect of a date or a period ending on a date earlier by more than 12 years than the 
date of the receipt of the request. 

25. Evidence of registration or non-registration. 

A document purporting to be-

(a) a certificate of registration issued under this Act; or 

(b) a copy of or extract from the register, or'a copy of or extract from a document 
forming part of the register, issued under Section 24(1)(a); or 

(c) a certificate issued under Section 24(l)(b); or 

(d) a combination of two or more of the certificates, copies or extracts referred 
to in Paragraphs (a), (b) and (c), 

is, in all courts and before all persons having authority to hear, receive and examine 
evidence, prima facie evidence of any matter contained 'or set out in the certificate, copy or 
extract. 

26. Authority of Registrar to destroy documents. 

The Registrar may,' if in his opinion it is no longer necessary or desirable to retain it, 
destroy or dispose of any statement or notice lodged, filed, received or registered under 
this Act, where the registration of the business name or of the firm, individual or 
corporation, as the case may be, in respect of which the statement or notice was lodged, 
filed, received or registered has not been in force at any time during the preceding 12 
years. 

27. Invitations to the public to make deposits or loans. 

(1) Where a -person is or the members of a firm are-carrying on business in the country 
under a business name registered or required to be registered under this Act, a person who 
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uses or makes reference to that business name in an invitation to the public or in an 
advertisement inviting the public to deposit money with or lend money to that' person or 
firm, or uses or makes reference to a business name in cannexion with a deposit or loan, is 
guilty of an offence. 

Penalty: A fine not exceedins KI 000.00. 

(2) This section does not apply co an invitation to the public made by a publk 
company in conformity with the requirements of the CMnpanies Act. 

28. Proceedings against persons under a business name. 

(I) Subject to Subsection (2), proceedings may be· taken and prosecuted in a court of 
competent jurisdiction against any person or persons in the business name under which the 
person is or the persons are carrying on business if the business name is not registered 
under this Act. 

(2) In proceedings to which Subsection (1) applies-

(a) the name is, for the purpose of the proceedings, a sufficient designation of the 
person or persons referred to in that subsection in all writs, summonses, 
plaints and other legal documents and instruments; and 

(b) a judgement obtained or order made may be enforced against that person, or 
against those persons or any of those persons, as the case may be. 

(3) This section does nor exempt a person from compliance with any provision of this 
Act. 

29. Offences committed by corporations. 

Where a person guilty of an offence against this Act is­

(a) a corporation; or 

(b) a person who purported to act for or on behalf of a corporation, 

a director, manager, secretary or other officer of the corporation who was knowingly a party 
to the offence is also guilty of [he offence. 

30. Evidentiary provisions. 

Where, in proceedings for an offence against this Act, proof is given that a business 
name has been displayed On any premises, and -evidence is given from which the court may 
infer that the business name has reference to any business carried on at the premises, the 
person or persons carrying on business shall, in the absence of proof to the contrary, be 
deemed to be carrying on the business under the business name. 

31. Service of notices. 

(1) In this section, "the place where the business is carried on" means-

(a) the place shown in the r~gister as the place where business is carried on; or 

(b) where more than one place is shown in the register as the place where 
business is ,arried On-

(i) the place shown in the register as the principal place where business is 
carried on; or 

(ii) where no place is shown as the principal place-the place shown which 
appears first in the register as a place where the business is carried on. 

(2) Where, by this Act, the Registrar is required or permitted to send a notice to the 
person or persons in respect of whom a business name is registered at the place where 
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business is carried on under the business name, the notice may be sent by post addressed 
to the business name-

(a) at the place where the business is carried on; or 

(b) where it appears from the register that there is, for the purposes of this Act, 
a resident agent-at the place shown in the register as the address of the 
resident agent. 

(3) Service of any communication, notice or process on any person or persons carrying 
on business under a business name registered under this Act-

(a) by leaving it at the place where the business is carried on by the person or 
persons with some other person apparently in the service of the person or 
persons and apparently of or above the age of 16 years; or 

(b) where it appears from the register that there is a resident agent appointed for 
the purposes of this Act by the person or persons-by leaving it with the 
resident agent or with some other person apparently in the service of the 
resident agent and apparently of or above the age of 16 years; or 

(c) by sending it by registered post or as certified mail addressed to-

(i) the person or persons at the place where the business is carried on by 
the person or persons; or 

(ii) the resident agent, where it appears from the register that there is' a 
resident agent appointed for the purposes of this Act by the person or 
persons, at the place shown in the register as the address of the 
resident agent, 

shall be deemed to be personal service on the person or persons. 

32. Regulations. 

The Head of State, acting on advice, may make regulations, not inconsistent with this 
Act, prescribing all matters that by this Act are required or permitted to be prescribed, or 
that are necessary or convenient to be prescribed for carrying out or giving effect to this 
Act, and in particular for prescribing matters for or in relation to-

(a) the fees to be paid to the Registrar under this Act; and 

(b) the forms to be used under this Act; and 

(c) the duties of the Registrar for the purposes of this Act; and 

(d) generally the conduct and regulation of registration under this Act; and 

(e) the imposition of penalties of fines not exceeding K40.00 for offences against 
the regulations. 
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INDEPENDENT STATE OF PAPUA NEW GUINEA. 

CHAPTER No. 145. 

Business Names Regulation. 

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS. 
1. Forms. 

2. Particulars prescribed by forms. 

3. Directions in forms. 

4. General requirements for documents lodged with Registrar. 

S. Application for consent to registration of business name. 

6. Fees. 

SCHEDULES. 

SCHEDULE I.-List of Forms. 

SCHEDULE 2. 
FORM I.-Application for Registration of Business Name. 
FORM 2.-Certificate of Registration of Business Name. 

FORM 3.-Statement for Renewal of Registration of Business 
Name. 

FORM 4.-Statement of Change in Certain Particulars, 
FORM 5.-Notice of Cessation of Business under Business Name. 
FORM 6.-Statement of Change of Persons in Relation to whom 

Business Name is Registered. 

FORM 7.-Statement of Change in Particulars Relating to 
Resident Agent. 

FORM B.-Notice that Person has Ceased to be Resident Agent. 
FORM 9.-Notice of Appointment of Resident Agent. 

SCHEDULE 3.-Fees. 
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INDEPENDENT STATE OF PAPUA NEW GUINEA. 

CHAPTER No. 145. 

Business Names Regulation. 

MADE under the Business Names Act. 

1. Forms. 

Where a provision of the Act is specified in the first column of Schedule 1, the form 
in Schedule 2 that is specified in the third column of Schedule 1 in relation to the provision 
is the form to be used for the purposes of the provision described in the second coiumn of 
Schedule 1. 

2. Particulars prescribed by forms. 

Where a form prescribed by this Regulation requires completion by the insertion of, 
or the attachment to the form of a document containing, particulars or other matters 
referred to in the form, those particulars or other matters are prescribed as the particulars 
or other matters required under the provision of the Act for the purposes of which the form 
is prescribed. 

3. Directions in forms. 

A form prescribed by this Regulation shall be completed in accordance with such 
directions as are specified in the form. 

4. General requirements for documents lodged with Registrar. 

A document to be lodged with the Registrar under the Act or this Regulation shall 
comply with the following requirements :-

(a) the document shall be on paper of medium weight and good quality and of 
International A4 size; and 

(b) the document shall be printed or handwritten and shall be clearly legible; and 

(c) the document shall not be a carbon copy; and 

(d) where the document comprises two or more sheets, the sheets shall be bound 
together securely; and 

(e) the document shall have endorsed-

(i) on the upper right-hand corner-the registered number (if any) 
allotted by the Registrar to the business name to which the document 
relates; and 

(ii) the name, postal address and telephone number of the lawyer or other 
person by, or on whose behalf, the document is lodged; and 

(iii) the following words-

"Lodged in the office of the Registrar of Companies on 19 

Registrar of Companies." 

5. Application for consent to registration of business name. 

An application under Section 10 of the Act for the consent of the Minister shall be 
lodged with the Registrar. 
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6. Fees. 

(1) The fees specified in the third column of Schedule 3 shall be paid to the Registrar 
in respect of the respective m;uters in the second column of that Schedule. 

(2) Where the Minister gives his consent to the use of a business name the fee paid by 
an applicant for the consent shall be repaid to the applicant. 

Reg., Sec. 1. 

Section No. 
of Act. 

8(1),(2),9(1) 
8(4),(5) 
12(1) 

13(1)(a),(b), (2) 
13(3) 
13(3),(4),(5),(6),(8) 

13(1)(c) 

13(7) 
13(9),(10) 

SCHEDULES. 

SCHEDULE 1. 

LIST OF FORMS. 

Description. 

Application for registration of business flame 
Certificate of registration of business name 
Statement for renewal of registration of 

business name 
Statement of change in certain particulars 
Notice of cessation of business under business name 
Statement of change in persons in relation to whom 

business name is registered 
Statement of change in particulars relating to resident 

agent 
Notice that person has ceased to be resident agent 
Notice of appointment of resident agent 
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SCHEDULE 2. 

Act, Sec. 8(1),(2); 9(1). Form 1. 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA. 
Business Names Act. 

APPLICATION FOR REGISTRATION OF BUSINESS NAME. 
(A business name cannot be registered more than two months be/ore the proposed date of commencement of 

business.) 

1. Business name: 

2. If the business is or is proposed to be carried on­

(a) at one address in the country, state-

(i) the precise location of the place of business: 

(ii) the postal address: 

(b) at more than one address in the country, state-

0) the precise location of the principal place of business: 

(ii) the postal address at that place of business: 

(iii) the precise location of e"ach other place of business: 

3. Concise description of nature of business: 

4. Name and other particulars of each applicant :-

Given names and surname of 
each individual and corporate 

name of each corporation. 
(If any applicant is under the 

age of 21 years, he is to be 
described as an infant and the 

date of his birth is to be set out.) 

Former given names or 
surname (if any) of each 

individual. 

Usual place of residence and 
postal address of each 
individual and place of 
registe-red office in the 

country of. each 
corporation. 

. 

5. Date or proposed date of commencement of carrying on business in the country by the applicant(s) 
under the business name: 

6. If the business name is a name adopted in substitution for a business name already registered by the 
applicant(s), state other name: 

7,1 Full name, place of residence and postal address of resident agent authorized, in writing, to accept 
service on behalf of the persons carrying on or proposing to carryon business under the business name 
of any notices for the purposes of the Business Names Act and of any process: 

Dated 19 

(Signature.)2 

I This item is to he <::ompieted where the person or ALL the persons carrying on or proposing to carryon busineu in the 
country under a business name resides of reside outside the <::ountry or has or have no fixed addre"~s in rhe <::ouncry. 

a This statement is to be signed by the person or ALL the persons carrying On Or proposing to carryon the business or by 
some person or persons authorized, in writing. to sign the statement on his or their behalf. In the case of a <::orporation, the 
sratement is to be signed by a dire<::tor or manager or the senetary of the corporation or. in the <::ase of a <::orporation registered 
under Division XU.3 of the CllmpanieJ Aft by the agent of the corporation appointed for the purpose of that Division. 
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PAPUA NEW GUINEA. 
Act, Sec. 8(4),(5). Form 2. 

Business Names Act. 

CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION OF BUSINESS NAME. 

I certify that the name was on 19 registered as a business 
name under the Business Names Act. 
Dated 19 

Registrar of Companies. 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA. 
Act, Sec. 12(1). 

Business Names Act. 
STATEMENT FOR RENEWAL OF REGISTRATION OF BUSINESS NAME. 

L Business name (insert business name as registered): 
2. If the business is carried 00-

(a) at one address in the country, state-

(i) the precise location of the place of business: 
(ii) the postal address: 

(b) at more than one address in the country, state-

(i) the precise location of the principal place of business: 

(ii) the postal add tess of that place of business: 
(iii) the precise location of each other place of business: 

3. Concise description of nature of business: 

4. Name and other particulars of each person carrying on business under the business name 

Form 3. 

Given names and surname of 
each individual and corporate 

name bf each corporation. 
(If any applicant is under the 

age of 21 years, he is to be 

Former given names or 
surname (if any) of each 

individual. 

Usual place of residence and 
postal address of each 
individual and place of 
registered office in the 

described as an infant and the 
date of his birth is 10 be set out.) 

country of. each 
corporaHon. 

5. 1 Full name and address of resident agent authorized, in writing, to accept service on "'my/our behalf 
of any notices for the purposes of the Business Names Act, and of any process: 

Dated 19 
(Signature.)2 

·Strike Out whichever is inapplicable. 

1 This item is to be completed where the person or ALL the persons carrying On th., busint:s5 resides or reside outside the 
coumry or has or have nO fixed address in the country. 

2 This statement is to be signed by the person or ONE of the persons in relation to whom the name is registered or by some 
person authorized in writing to sign the statement On his or th.,it behalf. In the case of a corporation, the statement is to be 
signed by a director or manager or the secretary of the corporation or, in the case of a corporation registered under Division 
XIL3 of the CDmpanieJ A,t, it may be signed by the agent of the corporation appointed for the purpose of Ihal Division 
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PAPUA NEW GUINEA. 

Act, Sec. 13(I)(a),(b), (2). Form 4. 

Business Names Act. 

STATEMENT OF CHANGE IN CERTAIN PARTICULARS. 

(Only such 0/ Items 1 to 7 inclusive as are appropriate in the circumstances should be completed. Items which 
are inapplicable should be omitted.) 

Business name (insert business name as registered): 

Address of principal or only place of business: 

1. The nature of the business has been changed and the following is a concise description of the 
present nature of the business: 

Date of change: 

2. The place/principal place/one of the places~ of business has (insert the words "The address of", 
where the situation 0/ the place 0/ business is unaltered but the address has been changed, e.g. by renaming 0/ the 
street or renumbering of the premises) been changed from to 

Date of change: 

3. The business is being carried on at the following addition'al place or places '­

Date of change: 

4. Business has ceased to be carried on at the following addresses 

Date of change: 

5. The postal address/principal place'" of business has been changed to 

Date of change: 

6. The residential address/postal address (or, 
registered office in the country'" of 

in the {Me 0/ a corporation) the address of rhe 
has been changed to 

Date of change: 

7. The name of (insert former name of individual or corporation) has been changed to 

Date of change: 

Dated 19 

( Signaturei 

·Strike out whichever is or an.' inapplicable . 

• This statement is to he signecl-

( .. ) in the Caste of ,·hanges (1) m (5), by the person or ONE of the persons in relation 10 whom the name.S registered 
at the time of rhe change or by some person authorized, in wriling, 10 sign Ihe statement on his or their behalf; 
,od 

(b) in the <:ase of chaoges (6) and (7), by the person in respen of whom Ihe change has oCLurred or by some person 
authorized in writing to sign the Statement On his behalf. 

In the case of a corporation the statement is to be signed by a director or manaser or rhe secretary of the c()rporation or, 
in the case of a corporation registered under Division XU .. , of the CQmp .. "if' Act, it may be signed by rhe agent of the 
corporation appointed for the purpose of that Division. 
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PAPUA NEW GUINEA. 

Au, Sec. 13(3). Form 5. 

Business Names Act. 

NOTICE OF CESSATION OF BUSINESS UNDER BUSINESS NAME. 

(Where business is to be continued under the business name by some other person or persons, Form 6 is to be 
completed in place of this form.) 

Business name (insert business name as registered): 

Notice is given that on 19 business ceased to be carried .on in the country 
under the abovementioned business name by the person (ora11 of rhe persons) in relation to whom the 
business name is registered. 

Dated 19 

( Signaturei 

I This statement is 10 be signed by each person who was carrying.on business under,the business name immediately before ehe 
ce~sation or by some person authorized, in writing, to sign rhe statemem on his behalf. In the case of a deceased person the 
statement must be signed by his personal representative. In the case of a corporation, the statement is to be signed by a 
director or manager or the secretary of the corporation or, in the case of a corporation registered under Division XIl.3 of the 
Companie5 A,t, it may be signed by the agent of the corporation appointed for the purpose of that Division. 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA. 

Act, Sec. 13(3),(4),(5),(6),(8). Form 6. 

Business Names Act. 

STATEMENT OF CHANGE OF PERSONS IN RELATION TO WHOM BUSINESS NAME IS 
REGISTERED. 

(Where the business is not to be continued under the business name by any person, Form 5 should be completed 
in place 0/ this form.) 

Business name (insert business name as registered): 

Address of principal or only place of business: 
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Given names and Former given names Usual place of Date of 
surname of each or surname of each residence and cessation, 
individual and individual. postal address commencement 

corporate name of (If any individual is of each individual or 
each corporation. under 21l"arst h, and place of appointment 

(If any individual is is to be eseri cd registered office 
under the age of 21 as an in/ant and the in the country of 
years, he is to be date o£ his birth is each corporation. 
described as an to e set out,) 

i~ant and the date 
o his birth is to be 

set out.} 

Persons who have == xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
ceased to carry == xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
on business == xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
under the == xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
business name == xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Persons who have 
commenced to 
carryon 
business under 
the business 
name 

Persons previously == registered in xxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
relation to the == business name ==xxxxxx 
who are (on- == tinuing to carry ==xxxxxx 
on business == under this name == 

Person (if any) xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
ceasing to be xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
resident agent xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Person (if any) ==xx 
appointed to be xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
resident agent xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Dated 19 

(Signature.) 1 

t This SI81emem is to be signed by each person carrying on busmess under the business name immediately before and 
immediately after the change or by Some persun or persons authorized in writing 10 sign the staremenl on his or their behalf. 
In the case of a deceased person, the Slatemeni muSI be signed by his personal representative. In the case of a corporation, the 
statemenr is to be signed by a director or manager or the secretary of the corpuration or. in the case of a corporation registered 
under Division XIL3 of the Compatl;e5 Act. it may be signed by the agent of Ihe corporation appointed for the purpose of that 
Division 
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PAPUA NEW GUINEA. 

ACI, Sec. 13(1)(,). Form 7. 

Business Names Act. 

STATEMENT OF CHANGE IN PARTICULARS RELATING TO RESIDENT AGENT 

(This statement is to be completed where a change occurs in the registered particulars relating to the resident 
agent of the person or persons in relation to whom the name is registered.) 

Busi~ess name (insert business name as registered): 

Notice is given that (he name/place of residence/postal address'" of the resident agent of (insert 
name(s) of persotl(s) on whose behalf the resident agent has been 'appointed) as from 19 
was changed from (insert name or address or name and address, as the case requires, as registered, of the resident 
ageni) to (insert name or address or name and address, as the case requires, as changed, 0/ the resident agent). 

Dated 19 

(Signature.)1 

·Srrike OUt whichever is inapplicable. 

1 Tbis statement is to he signed by the persoll or ONE of the persons in relation to whom the name is registered or by some 
person authorized, in writing, to sign the statement on his or their behalf. In the case of a corporation, the statement is to be 
signed by a director or manager or the secretary of the corpnration. 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA. 

Act, Sec. 13(7). Form 8. 

Business Names Act. 

NOTICE THAT PERSON HAS CEASED TO BE RESIDENT AGENT. 

(This statement is to be completed where the mident agent of the person or persons in relation to whom the 
name is registered ceases to be his or their resident agent by reason of the person or one of the persons commencing 
to reside in the country, or for any other reason.) 

Business name (insert business name as registered): 

1. Notice "is given that (insert name and address of resident agent) ceased to be [he resident agent of 
(insert name(s) of person(s) on whose behalf the resident agent was appointed) on 19 ,for 
the purposes of the Business Names Act. 

2. The residential address/postal address"" of (insert full name(s) 0/ person(s) commencing to reside in the 
country,) has been changed to 

Date of change: 

Dated 19 
( SignatureY 

·Strike OUt if inapplicable. 

1 This statement is 10 he signed-

(a) where Paragraph 2 is applicable, by the person(s) who bas/have commenced to reside in the country; or 

(b) where Paragraph 2 is not applicable, by the person or ONE of the persons in relation to whom the name is 
registered, or by some person authorized, in writing, to sign the statement on his or their behalf. In the case of 
a corporation, the statement is to be signed by a director or manager or the secretary of the corporation or, in 
the case of a corporation registered under Division XII.3 of the Cvmp",,;es Act, it may be signed by the agent of 
the corporation appointed for the purpose of that Division. 
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PAPUA NEW GUINEA. 

Act, Sec. 13(9),(10). Form 9. 

Business Names Act. 

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT OF RESIDENT AGENT. 

Business name (insert business name as registered): 

1. IIW e* (insert name and address 0/ person or names and addresses of all persons in relation to whom the 
business name is registered) on 19 appointed (insert full name and address 0/ person 
appointed as resident agent) a person resident in the country to be my/our· resident agent for the 
purposes of the Business Names Act. 

2. The appointment is-

• in place of or in succession to that of (insert full name 0/ person) who has ceased to be 
my/ouc- resident agent. 

or 

• due to the person/all the persons· in relation to whom the business name is registered, 
having ceased to reside in the country or to have a fixed address in the country. 

Dated 19 . 
(Signa,ure.)' 

·Strike out whichever is inapplicable. 

1 This statement is to be signed by the person, or ONE of the persons in relation to whom the name is registered or by some 
penon authorized, in writing, to sign the Statement on his or their behalf. In the case of a corporation, the statement is to be 
signed by a director or manager or the.secretary of the corporation. 

SCHEDULE 3. 

Reg, Sec. 6. 

FEES. 

1. On lodging an application in Form 1 for registration of a business name 

2. For -a further certificate of registration of a business name under Section 8(5) of the Act 

3. On lodging an application in Form 3 for renewal of registration of a business name 

4. On lodging a statement in Form 4, Form 5, Form 7, Form 8 or Form 9 

5. On lodging a statement in Form 6 

6. On lodging with the Registrar a document required to be lodged within a period pre­
scribed by law. in addition to any other fee-

(a) if lodged within one month after the expiration of the prescribed period 

(b) if lodged later than one month after the expiration of the prescribed period 

or 

if the Registrar is satisfied that just cause existed for the failure to lodge the 
document within one month after the expiration of the prescribed period­
such lower fee as the Registrar fixes, not being less than 

7. On lodging a statutory declaration 

8. For inspecting a statement lodged with the Registrar under the Act or filed under the 
pre-Independence Business Names Act 1952 or any corresponding previous law 
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Prepared for inclusion as at 11111982. 



Ch. No. 145 Business Names 

9. For a certificate of registration or non-registration of a business name, for a copy of or 
extract from the register or for a copy of or extract from a document forming part of the 
register, or for a document containing two or more of the foregoing, certified under the 

K 

hand of the Registrar 4.00 
and, in addition, for each folio of 72 words by which the certificate, copy, extract or 
document exceeds five folios of 72 words each DAD 

10., For making a photographic reproduction of a document in the custOdy of the Registrar-
for each page 2.00 

11. For a search in the office of the Registrar as to the availability of any name proposed to be 
adopted as a bwiness name-for each name searched 2',00 

12. For a search for which a fee is not elsewhere prescribed 1.00 
13. For an act dObe by the Registrar which he is required or authorized to do under the Act 

and for which a fee is not elsewhere prescribed 4.00 

14. On lodging a document with or by the Registrar for the lodging of which a fee is not 
elsewhere prescrihed 4.00 

15. On a subpoena served oIi the Registrar to produce a document in his custody 8.00 

and, in addition, if the Registrar so requires, such other expenses as are reasonably 
incurred in the produGtion of the document. 

16. On lodging an application with the' Registrar for the consent of the Minister to the use of 
a business name 20.00 

17. For the consent of the Minister to the use of a name in a business name 40.00 

(Replaced by No. 17 0/ 1979.) 
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INDEPENDENT STATE OF PAPUA NEW GUINEA. 

CHAPTER No. 145. 

Business Names. 

APPENDIXES. 

APPENDIX 1. 

SOURCE OF THE BUSINESS NAMES ACT. 

Part A.-Previous Legislation. 

Business Names Act 1963 (No.7 of 1964) 

as amended by-

Business Names Act 1967 (No. 63 of 1967). 

Part B.-Cross References. 

Section, etc., Previous Section, etc., 
in Revised Reference l , in Revised 
Edition. Edition. 

1 4 17 
2 4A 18 
3 5 19 
4 5A 20 
5 5B 21 
6 5C 22 
7 6 23 
8 7 24 
·9 8 25 
10 9 26 
11 10 27 
12 11 28 
13 12 29 
14 13 30 
15 14 31 
16 15 32 

IUnless otberwise indkated, references are to the Act set out in Part A. 

Previous 
Reference l

, 

16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
29 
30 
31 
32 
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APPENDIX 2. 

SOURCE OF THE BUSINESS NAMES REGULATION. 

Part A.-Previous Legislation. 

Business Names Regulations 1964 (Statutory Instrument No. 17 of 1964) 

as amended by-
Statutory Instrument No. 38 of 1972 
Business Names (Amendment) Regulation (Statutory Instrument No. 17 of 1979). 

Part B.--Cross References. 

Se~on, etc., Previow Section, etc., Previous 
in Revised Referencel

. in Revised Reference!. 
Edition. Edition. 

1 3 Fatm2 Fatm2 
2 4 Form 3 Form 3 
3 5 Form 4 Form 4 
4 6 Form 5 Form 5 
5 7 Form 6 Form 6 
6 8 Form 7 Form 7 
Schedules- Schedules- FormS Form 8 
Schedule 1 Fist Schedule Form 9 Form 9 
Schedule 2 Second Schedule Schedule 3 Third Schedule 
Form 1 Form 1 

lUoless otherwise indicated, references are to the regulations set out in Part A. 
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