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Fisheries Management Act 1998

NOTICE OF PROHIBITION OF FISHING ACTIVITY

I, Tom Hork, Chairman of the National Fisheries Board, by virtue of the powers vested in the Board under Section 30
- of the Fisheries Management Act 1998 and all other powers me enabling and upon recommendation of the Managing
Director, hereby prohibit the harvesting, buying, selling and exporting of all declared Sedentary Organisms and prod-
ucts by non-citizen, unless licensed to do so.

Dated this 2nd day of April, 2002.

Chairman, National Fisheries Board.

T. HORIK,

Fisheries Management Act 1998

NOTICE OF PROHIBITION OF TAKING SEDENTARY ORGANISMS

O, Tom Horik, Chairman of the National Fisheries Board, by virtue of the powers vested in the Board under Section 30
of the Fisheries Management Act 1998 and all other powers me enabling, and upon recommendation of the Managing

- Director, hereby prohubit:—

(@) The taking of all Sedentary Organisms at night by the use of underwater lights; and

(b) the taking of Trochus Shell (Trochus spp) aIﬂBeche-de-mer (all species), by the use of Scuba and Hookah

Dated this 2nd day of April, 2002. D
| | | T. HORIK,
Chairman, National Eishe_ries Board.

Fisheries Management Act 1998

- DECLARATION OF DESIGNATED PORTS

-1, Hon., Ron Ganarafo. Minister for Fisheries and Marine Resources, by virtue of the powers vested on me under
Secﬂon 2(4)-of the Fisheries Management Act 1998 and all other powers me enabling and upon recommendation of
the Authority, hereby declare the following Papua New Guinea ports specified in the Schedule as designated ports for
the purpose of this Act.
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Declaration of Designated Poﬂs—continued

~SCHEDULE __
Papua New Gumea Ports
Daru : Kavneng | | -. Kimbe
Lae L . Lorengau . Misima
Madang ... . .- - Po‘rt Moresby Rabaul
Wewak LR _-3 “Nani '- Alotau
Dated this 4th day of April, 2002.
oo Hon. R. GANARAFO, MP,
L | Minister for Fisheries and Marine Resources.

“. ... Fisheries ManggementAct 1998 "

DECLARATION OF SEDENTARY ORGANISMS

I, Hon..Ron Ganarafo, Minister for Fisheries and Marine Resources, by virtue of the powers vested on me under Section
2(3) of the Fisheries Management Act 1998 and all:other powers me enabling and bemg satisfied that each Marine
Organism specified in the Schedule fonns part of the living Natural Resources of Papua New Guinea continental Shelf
and that belongs to a Sedentary species, hereby declare each of those Orgamsms to be a Sedentary Organism to which

this Act applies.

SCHEDULE

Spdnges - o tPhylu:t;l‘Poriféra- R | All Species
Coral, Seafans, Seapens, Sea-anemones Phylum Coelenterata: Class: Anthozoa and Hyrozoa ... ... All Species

Flatwonns ... Phylum playtyhelminthes: Class Turbellana ... e . Al Species
Nemertean worms ... Phylum Nemertina ... .. ... All Species
Lace corals L -  Phyla Entoprocta ... = ... e e ... All Spectes
Tub-wormms, Sea worms, Bristle worms Phylum annelida:"Class Polychaeta ... -~ ... - . ... ... All Species
Chitons ... = ... .o ... Phylum Mollusca. Class _Amphmcura Y IR _A]l Specles

Gastropod Molluscs A :Phylum Moilusca Class Gastroﬂoda RO SN\ | Spemes Except Pelagic Violat-
snzul (F almly Ja.nthm1dae) Sea-

‘M._‘f-: | ? o ;-» | ; ; -'.-. .., CL .. .‘: .- ; R : . . I :-:.:: ? b ,,| es( Plem _)and
Fe .. _ . LI e ot . E o, ‘ Ry - S scal mﬂsmhlgs
(Order Nudibromhm) B
Bivalve Molluscs ... i« <. 'Phylum-Mollusca: (Class Pelecypodia) . ... .- ... R All Species.
Bamacles e e e ,Phqum Crustacea: (Subclass Cimipedia) ... . ... . ... ... . All Species . >
Lampshells or Tongueshells ... Phylum Brachiopoda... e ... All Species
Sea Mosses ... Phylum Ectroproda ... e ... Al SPECICS“
Peanut Worms ... ... .. PhylumPhoronida .. .. .. .. .. I . AllSpecies

Sea Urchms Starﬁshes, Sealllles. Bn- Phylum Echinodermata er ... All Species
ttie Stars, Beche-de-mer. o

Acom Worms ... Phylum Chordata: (Class Enteropneusta) ... ... ... All Species

Sea squirts e Phylum Chordata: (Class Ascldlacea) e ... All Species

Seaweeds, Agars, Algae ... (Group “Algae™) ... S SR I ... All fixed Species
Dated this 4th day of April. 2002.

Hon. R. GANARAFO, MP.,
Minister for Fisheries and Marine Resources.
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Fisheries Managment Act 1998

NOTICE OF PROHIBITION OF TAKING SEDEN TARY ORGA_N ISMS

I, Tom Horik, Chairman of the National Fisheries Board, by virtue of the powers vested in the Board under Section
30(3)(c) of the Fisheries Managment Act 1998 and all other powers. me enabling and upoen recommendation of the
Managing Director, hereby give notice of advnse that; -

The taking and tradmg of Sedentary Orgamsms of a size below the rmmmum size and above the maximuin size as pre-
scribe in the Schedule is pmhrbrted at all times.

SCHEDULE
Sedentary Organisms
Trade Name | Scientific Name. . - Minirum Size (live) l . Minimum Size Maximum Size

Sand fish e Holothuna scabra : | | | 22cnt_ | | | 'lOcm (dned) '..'__
Black teatfish Ho[othuna nobilis | " 22cm o 10cm (dried) o
White teatfish ... Holothuna fuscogilva | | 35¢cm 15¢m (dried) @ — -
Prickly redfish ... ... Thelenota ananas o - - 25cm - - 15cm (dried) *- —
Black fish ... ... Actinopyga mliaris. - -~ | 15¢m - . 10cm (dried) —
Curry fish ...~ Stichopus variegatus | ‘ o 25em . 10cm (dried) _—
Stone fish ... Actinopyga lecanora 15cm 10cm (dried) - . —
Trochus. .. ... ... Trochus niloticus — 8cm (diameter of l2cm_(diameter of base)

_ base)
Green Snail ... ... Turbo mamoratus | N i . 15em (diaheter of = 20cn (diameter of mouth)

- | - mouth)
Black lip e Pinctada margaritifera L — ~ "9cm (length ofbase) Nil
Gold hip - ... ' «. Pinctada maxima - v = = .. - 13cm(length of - 23cm (length of base)
| | . _~base)

Dated this 2nd day of April, ‘2002‘.

T. HORIK,
Chairman, ‘NatiOna_l-Fisheries Board.

NATIONAL FISHERIES AUTHORITY.
PO Box 2016, Port Moresby, National Capital District, Papua New: Guinea
Telephone: (675 732_12643, Faesimile:. 675) 3202069, Email: nfa _f_ﬁsherie‘s,__ey:_

Fisheries Management Act 1998 and Fisheries (Torres Strait Protected Zone) Act 1984, Chapter 411

TORRES STRAIT AND WESTERN PROVINCE TROPICAL ROCK LOBSTER FISHERY
MANAGEMENT PLAN .

The National Fisheries Authonty under Sectton 28 of the Fzsherzes ManagementA ¢t 1998 and by Section 4(1) of The
Fisheries (Torres Strait Protected Zone) Act 1984 (Chapter 411) set out the Torres Strait and Western Province tropical
rock lobster Management Plan. This plan takes effect from the date of notification in the National Gazette.
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Background
Descripticﬁm' of the Fishery -

- Most commercial fishing for tropical rock lobster (Panulirus ornatus) occurs on the
northern Warrior Reefs (Silver, Wapa & Kokope Reefs) of Torres Strait Protected
Zone. The lobster fishery forms part of the same stock shared with Australia. The
fishery provides a major source of income for inhabitants of Daru and the surrounding
coastal villages. |

The lobster fishery in the Torres Strait is one of the six fisheries managed under
Article 22 of the Torres Strait Trealy, which was ratified between Papua New Guinea
(PNG) and Australia in 1985. The Treaty’s main objective is to preserve the fishery
for traditional inhabitants of Torres Strait. There is limited entry for non-traditional
inhabitants and expansion is strictly reserved for traditional inhabitants. A limit of 7
licensed freezer vessels are allowed to operate in the fishery at any one time. A catch
sharing agreement with Australia allows PNG divers to catch 25 % share from
Australian side of the Torres Strait Protected Zone. To conserve the breeding
populations, a ban on trawling for lobsters in both Australia and PNG waters was
imposed in 1984. | |

There are four (4) main companies that operate seven (7) freezer vessels that freeze
product at sea and each of these vessel supports about 5 — 6 dinghies. Each vessel 1s
allowed to have licensed 5 — 6 hookah gear. There are currently over 500 divers
involved in the fishery, although many of these operate few days of the year. Most
participants are shore-based, operating from dinghies with outboard motors. Shore —
based divers return their catch to one of two processors on Daru.

More than 90 % of the fishing occurs at three reefs; Silver, Wapa and Kokopi, with
some fishing at Gimini, Parama and the fringing reefs of Daru. Divers operate year
round with no significant seasonal cycle to effort.

1. Application

(a) The Tories Strait and Western’ Province tropical rock lobster fishery
 -management plan is prepared under the authority of, and in accordance-
- with, The Fisheries Management Act 1998 and The Fisheries (Torres -
Strait Protected Zone) Act 1984, Chapter 411.

(b) = This tropical rock lobster fishery management plan is cited as “the
plan” and “the management plan”.

(c)  This plan applies to a species of the family Palinuiridae, specifically
- the orate or tropical rock lobster Panulirus ornatus. .

(d)  This plan applies to the tropical rock lobster fishery in the Torres Strait
Protected Zone (TSPZ) under the jurisdiction of the State of Papua
New Guinea, Western Province and the Gulf of Papua and includes all
fishing and activities associated with the catching, transhipping,
processing, storage, buying, selling and exporting of tropical rock
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lobster products. It also includes free diving; hookah gear, SCUBA;
trawling; and day or night (in light of a torch or any other sources of
light) and catching by hand, scoop net and spear. |

() This plan is to be interpreted in accordance with Section 2, Fisheries
Management Act 1998, Part 1.1, Fisheries Management Regulations
2000, the Fisheries (Torres Strait Protected Zone) Act 1984, Chapter
411 and Articles 22 and 23 of the Torres Strait Treaty.

2. Interpretation

In this Management Plan, unless the contrary intention appears —
“Authority” means the National Fisheries Authority’

“Fishery” means the lobster fishery targeting the lobster species Panulirus
ornatus from the waters of Torres Strait and Western Province of PNG

“Torres Strait” means a waterway bounded to the north and south by. the
Papua New Guinean and Australian mainlands. -

“Torres Strait Treaty” means the Treaty between the Independent State of
Papua New Guinea and Australia concerning Sovereignty and Maritime
Boundaries in the area between two countries, including Torres Strait.

“Protected Zone’’ means the area the boundaries of which are descnbed in
Annex 9 of the Torres Strait Treaty. |

“PNG owned and Registered Vessel” means an operatlons of vessel are based
in a place in PNG and that is wholly owned by a PNG citizen or by a company
incorporated in PNG. '

“Traditional Inhabitants” means persons who live in or near the Protected
Zone.

“Traditional Resource Owners” means families with fishermen or single
fishermen who have fished for lobsters and finfish in Western Province and
- Torres Strait waters and are recognised by their people as having traditional
ownership rights to the lobster and finfish resources. | |

“Catch-Sharing Arrangement” means management arrangements defined
under Articles 22 and 23 of the Torres Strait Treaty.

“SCUBA Gear” means Self Contain Under water Breathing Apparatus.
“Hookah Gear” means underwater breathing apparatus
“PMAC” means the Provincial Management Advisory Committee.

“Home Reefs” means the traditional ownership rights to the reefs and fished
by the traditional inhabitants. -

“Total Allowable Catch (TAC) " means a total amount of catch considered to
be sustainable level of exp101tat10n from the ﬁshery

berrzed female means female lobster w1th eggs attached to the setae
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3.  Objectives

(a) To manage the fishery to ‘ensure ‘that the stock size would be
maintained annually at a Ievel that will glve maxunum sustainable
economic yield. -

- (b) To ensure that the development of the tropical rock lobster fishery
benefits the traditional users, particularly the traditional inhabitants of
the TSPZ.

(c) To maximise the opportunities for traditional inhabitants to participate
by implementing policies that include managing the fishery as a dive
fishery. | | ,

(d) To manage the ﬁshery with a precautionary‘appro ach.
4. ‘Management Arrangement

(a) The tropical rock lobster fishery will- be managed nationally, which
. will include Article 22 and 23 of the TSPZ Treaty Arrangement
between PNG and Australia. .

(b) Under Articles 22 and 23 of the TSPZ Treaty, a catch sharing
' agreement with Australia allows PNG licensed vessels to catch 25%
~ share from Australian side and 75% from PNG 31de Austrahan vessels
are allowed similar arrangement under the above Catch Sharing
Arrangement (25% share from PNG 31de and 75% ﬁom Australian

~ side).

(e) - In v1ew of the unportance of the Torres Stralt and Western Province
~ lobster fishery, NFA will encourage the formation of Provincial
Management Advisory Comrmttee (PMAC) and the membersh1p will
mclude

(i) - one representative from provincial administration;
(1)  one district administrator;
.. (1i)  three "custemary fisher representatives; -
{iv) - two local fishing industry representatlves
(V) one NFA representative; }
(i) ‘provmcml fisheries officer; and

. (vi1) one representatlve from a non- government orgamzatlon whose
| ~ objectives include conservation of the marine environment and

ICSoOurcces.
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~ (d The PMAC and its members will operate in accordance with the
- follewing procedures and such other procedures and standards as may
be set by the Board: * | ‘

(1) ~l the Cha.u' ef the PMAC w1ll be voted in by a two
- thirds majority; and -~ -
(ii)  a quorum requires any six members and must include

-one customary fisher representatlve the. Chair and
NFA representative; and -

(111) the PMAC will meet as required, but, no less than
: tw1ce a year.

(e) A PMAC must not include any elected political office holders from the
- national or provincial government or person nominated for such office.

()  The PMAC may be consulted on other'ﬁsheries.
5. Management Measures

The felloWing maﬁagement measures set out in the hianagement plan shall
have the force of law upon notification in the National Gazette.

5.1 _ Licensing

(a) Under this plan no new licenses shall be issued to non-citizen
companies, .individuals or foreign joint venture arrangements. All
licenses holders must be based in Daru.

(b)  All vessels must be citizen owned. or substantially controlled and
registered in PNG.

(c) There shatl be a maxmum of seven (7) licensed vessels, of sizes no
more than 20 m in total length.

. (d) ﬁefe shall be a maximum of three (3‘): licenseda vessels per eperator.

(e) A grace'-peri'od. of one (1) ﬁy‘ear is. epplied to current licensed vessels
whose lengths are more than 20 m to meet clause 5.1 (c¢). The one (1)
year period begins from 31% March 2002. -

() There shall be no more than seven (7) reglstered dinghies attached to
~each vessel.

(g) There shall be no more than 27 registered dinghies for cross-border
-endorsement. The 27 dinghies will be distributed among the licensed
vessel. The dinghies shall display clearly on the bow the registration
number of the licensed vessel.
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(h)

0)

(k)

X0y

8 National Gazette

The PMAC shall endorse all new licenses for the vessels and dinghies
before submitting to NFA. Traditional inhabitants shall be given
priority for dinghy allocation.

All lobster collected shall be exported from Western Province. No
product shall be moved to another province for export without
clearance from the National Fisheries Authority.

All new licensed operators must have shore based facilities based in
Daru, including storage, refueling, provisioning, packaging and export.

Under the direction of the Managing Director, NFA will place fisheries
observers on licensed vessels from time to time. All operators must
cooperate and assist the fisheries observers.

Under this plan, licensed operators must make every effort to have

their hookah divers trained to dive and authorized by a certified diving

instructor. This will become a compulsory requ1rement for a vessel
license.

Taking of turtles and dugongs by licensed vessels and d1ngh1es while

fishing for tr0p1cal rock lobster or other related activities is prohibited.

S.2

(a)
®)

5.3

(b)

Size lents and Restriction on Egg-bearing Females

Topical rock lobster with a tail length of less than 115mm shall not be
harvested and exported

Berried (egg-beanng) female trop1cal rock lobster shall not be taken at

any time.
Gear Restrictions

The use of hookah gear for fishing of tropical rock lobster 1s prohibited

from * December to 315 March each season.

™

A total of 49 hookah gears will be allowed to fish inside the PNG side

of the TSPZ and Western Province tropical rock lobster fishery. Each
licensed vessel will be allowed to have on board a maxunum of seven

(D hookah gears per year. .

(c)

Flshmg for tropical rock lobster is only allowed by free and hookah

. dlvmg and tradltlonal methods 1ncludmg surface l1ghts

(d} Fish:mngy SCUBA gear and underwater lights is prohibited.

L
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54 Home Reefs |

Home reefs and other fringing reefs are reserved for traditional and
subsistence uses only. Licensed commercial vessels shall not be
allowed. The home reefs are: Otamabu, Potomaza, Wamero, Gimini
and Parama.

55 ° Total Allowable Catch (TAC)

The TAC will be based on the Catch Sharing Arrangement between
Papua New Guinea and Australia. This will be gazetted in the National
Gazette. The TAC will be reviewed not less than every three (3) years.

5.6 Export

Export, possession and sale of undersized tropical rock lobster,
including the export of meat from undersized lobster 1s prohibited and
offenders will be prosecuted. '

5.7 Reporting

(@)  The licensed operators must submit catch and effort data to NFA on
" the standard lobster logbook provided or the operators’ records. The
data should include; weight in kilograms, number of days fished per

diver and any other information that NFA may deem necessary.

(b)  Catch reports containing the information set out in Clause (a) must be
submitted to NFA every 21* day of each month.

(c) Failure to submit the required reports within fourteen (14) days after
the required 21% day of each month or submitting incorrect data may
result in penalising the licensee.

6. Research

NFA will work with stakeholders and with Australia and other NFA
approved institutions to carry out research and information gathering
activities to allow refinement of the plan, particularly the conduct of
resource surveys and assessments.

7. Customary Rights
Existing customary management measures, which are consistent with
this plan, are recognised by the NFA and will be incorporated into this
plan.

9. Amendment

(a) The Authority shail keep this management plan under review from time
to time, as new information is made available.
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(b) Any amendment to this Management Plan shall be endorse by the Board

and submitted to the Minister for approval and notified in the National
Gazette. - L

Endorsed this AFTH  dayof hplCl{, 2002

National Fisheries Board

ApprdVed |

Minister for Fisheries




Typeset partly by Fisheries Authority and Printed and Published by K. Kaiah, Government Printer,
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