
/" -He'ld'·7at Malta on 3X'd November 1981. 

Before: Hunitaa Vice President 
",M. ' Inimae Court Member 

.' ' AwasisD i JDA.e ' " " 

Interpreter: " Jones Houla. 

Civil Case No. 8/81. Court fee paid 810.00 GTR No. A41692?/4/81. 

Plaintiff: Mariano Wateliu of Oriore Village, and 
:' Moses Watesi of Oriore Village. 

Defendant:, Joe Maesiaro of Su'uri, Village, 
: Manemoru'o~ Pulaha Village. 

Statement' of Claim. -That I ,do claim &esiaro to court ,because he 
was coIning' from Bauro in Makira thf3zl' he wanted. to ,take ,possession 
over ~ tribal land in Small Malaita. Area,I wanted to make deve­
lopment inside this land. but J. Maesiaro. objected me.' 

Plea: 'Liable. 

Plaintiff side M. Wateliu of Oriore Village, d/ss. 

Facts - :rtf nam~ 'is' Mariano Wateli~' I am a chief of lIaluteapu land. 
I have the right of the, disputed land. Maesiaro' s grandfather came 

,from Makira Island but settled here in Small Maltita with different 
tribes in the island. At last they came to Aena,8.l place. When they 
reached Aenaaithey asked permission from the land owners to settled 
there· •. They ,asked permission from Ienikeu. So this man Ienikeu 
'did no1i grant them permission because no space tor them to settle 
there. After that ,Ieniken said ,you ;just wait Ul?-til,. I ask a man 
name Waohiona permission. , ' 

~en Waohiona said if'they could stq for'a short, time' I would allow 
them to stay but if ,they ste;ytor generations then I would not let 
them to settl-e :in 'here. with us. Then then.ew, ,comers replied him. we 
would live here for a saort period of time then'go' to another place. 
Waohiona allowed them to settle in Mouito and Walanimenu parcel of 
lands. He allowed them to settle inside these two parcel :Qf lands . 
for a short time before go ~way to any place they wanted to go. 
After then they-went to a place:. ca.lled Holcppau. When the,. settle 
there they went again to Menuaosao pla¢e after then they went to 
another place called 010'010. After st~g at 010010 they went to 
n place called Walona., 

After staying at Walona t~ey came to Pulaha and settle their until 
toda;y. After 'staying at Pulah~ ,when, Walaihesue tt'ibeappointing 
them to be' the tribal chief fpr' their two tribesmen •. A:rter staying 
there at Pulaha ~orsometimes th~ they 'just claim the" disputed 
land as their land •. They, a aid th"t this disputed larid was given for 
Maesiaro tribe. Only O:mi to lond jU8,t ,their parcel of land, but 
why they st~ at Olopau but they did not claim as their parcel of 
land. They also stayed at Menoausau but they did not clp,im as 
their parcel of land. They also lef~ 010010 but they di~not claim 
'as "their parcel,of land. They settled at Walona.-then ·left the 
place but they did not, claim the place a.s their 'own ·18.nd. Then 
today they settled at Pulaha and own parcel of larids·there. Moito 
place just srune as ,the plac~a. whicll.;r: rmntioned earlier bu.t they did 
not pay for the parcel of lands. "When theY' s'ettledthere' noone 
gave them land by. aDY reasons I did. not hear it fro~ Jqgrandfathers 
and forefathers stories. No· one intermarriage" to' Hal~ea.pu tribe 



-... ::--. 
nor anyone from their tribe married a.girltrom my own tribe. I also 
did not hear any generation fromMakira Island to Halutenpu tribe 
or Haluteapu related. to f"Iaesiaro and tribe.smen.. No one gave away 
such big land tribe the Haluteapu land in .small Malaita land. Even 
though the land which they settled .. at Pulaha at present not b~ as 
the land where we disputed about today. That's the very reas,- _ 
wl:l;y' I said this lend was my true land. That's the end of my talk 
today in court. 

Wateliu. 

xx De.fendant. 

4: You denied that we did' not. 'have the right to own that disputed 
land but why I have· some' sacrificial tambu places there? 

A: I did not know eIJ:3 of your tabu places within the disputed land 
but only tambu place you OWl. is Maito where Batapaewo. and Ouou­

:tewa were buried there. 

Q: Why I o'lm, one tambu place near the sea on my tambu place situa­
ted at the bottom of the disputed land? 

A: You was chased fro~ Makira therefore you could offer s~crifice 
to your devil the shark at any place you settle. 

Q:~y you denied tile not to own the land but why there is a drain 
dug to divide our boundaries called Hauteapu. 

A: The drain w~s dividing the two tribes froIl being Llixing with 
the p.ew comers. 

Q: Why did the new coners have a boundary line if they gone stay 
only 'for a. short period ·of tiIle with your tribesmen? 

A: They did not Llelm giving the land but just (U. vide then froo 
right sone people, m:1.ght get poison .etc. 

Q: By Cour~. 

Q: 
A: 

Q: 

A: 

Q: 
A: 

Did you know that Maesiaro came from Bauro in.·Ma.kira? . 
He was from Small Mallita but his grandfathel'$ we~e from Makira 
Island. . 

Where did Maesiaro's tribesmen £irst arrived in Small Malaita 
after left MBkira? 
He arrived at·Mariseu place in' East. Smal~ I1alaita before they 
spread in the island. . 

Why did you come from Bnuro to Small Malaita? 
They came frOll civil wars against theo. 

Q:Whydid your father and Maesiaro'sfather did not, dispute about 
. the land but you and Maesiaro dispute about the mentioned land? 

A:' Our fathers had been disputed .. about the land many tines but 
settle it with custom chieves •.. I aLl the custom chief of Halu­
teapu tribal land. 

I: Was only. Joe t s Maesiaro ra:igrant or COIile froll dif'fe;rent place 
to SLlall Malai ta land? ~ , . . 

A: Sone tribesmen night COlle .froLl ,sone Where in SraallMalaita. but 
they did'not' arrive to De so that I coUJ.d know. 

PW.1 Honiaupeina. of Kakaoa Village dies. 

Facta .. They· were strangers frOD Bauro, in MakirE>. I stand., When they 
arrived at Aeraai place and settled there •. Then Ieanikeu told 



then to stay there because that place is not big enough. Ianiken 
said to Waohiona if you find say place big eno~ then you D~ allow 
theD to settle there. Yes he said there was a.. place near the sea-

.~ shore still unoccupied. Then Waohiona allowed them to settle there 
within the SaDe land. VJhen they stayed with Waohiona. on a soall 
place but not big area because he had a big population too occupy 
big land. Aftor ~hon they. loft froD the land. Atter they left the 

. land they did. not clairJ. say their land. That the story I heard. 
froD grandfather and oy father about the disputed land. That the 
story they told De about the land. That's all I have to say before 
court today. 

Honiaupaine. 

xx by Defendant. 

Q: You said that Waohiona did not want theD to stay there for a 
long tiLle but why di£ ·they own burial pla.ces there inside the 
disputed land? 

A: No, answer. 

Q:You said' that I did not st~ there for long tioe but whose peo­
ple or what people cultivating the land until today? 

.A.: They worked there on the land on their own area but not culti-
va ting the disputed land. 

XX by Court. 

Q: Why did strangers cone and go awa:y? 
A: Sone people die very qUickly some lived longer tine. 

Q: 'Why did' you e.dDi tting they have their own side and work on 
their on parcel of land but you' said this in your statetlent that 
they settle, but left the land? 

A: They did not cultivate the disputed land but work on their own 
area. 

PW. 2. I'1a.esihoulaof Riverside t d/ss 

Faets - Two words I wanted to s~ first were I au the chief of Kuru­
talau MoiDOi tribe. The boundary line dividing . KulrutalaunoiDoi, 
Hoasiteio~e tribal lands is the river called Waip~ina~ The boun­
dary line which dividing these two· tribesnenwh,o disputing about 
this land. I aid not know the naues of the devils of l1aesiaro but 
the devil by the nane Waohiona allowed Maesiaro people to go to 
the land. Then Waohiona said to Onouliliosuliola you nay look after 
these people "mo have been under D.y care and protection for sone­
t~es you D~ look after theD nore. When they arrived to Ououlilio­
suliola the chief devil they settled at Oteote its principal tanbu 
place is Holopau. When they st~ed there DY people or devils did 
not allow then for doing any per.oanent settlenent but because the 

. area in the disputed land was too hj.lly so after then they lett 
for different place called Tetele.or Menuaosao. 'rhat's all I have 
to say before court today. . 

Maesihoula 

Court adjourned nt 6.30 po 3/11/81 until 8 a.n. 4/11/81. 

Court resuoed at 8.15 a.n. 4/11/81. Continuation ofPW.2 on 
questioning. 



xx blDefendant. 

Q: You said that the boundary between Hoasi teiwane, Waipeina, Kuru­
talau, Waipeina but where is the parcel of land we dispute~ 
situated? 

A: My father and people said that boundar,y line is between Hoasitei­
Dane and Waipeina and the land we talked about is situated in­
side Kurutalau tribal land. ' 

, . 

Q: Did Ouousillipla chief over this parce of land we talk abo'l.-:;? 
A: He was chief of Halutespu land and also big Dan of the wooden 

druos inside this tribe. 

Q: Maesiola did Oteotea parcel of land you Ilentitmed in your state­
uent situate inside the di~uted land? 

A: .Place your settled you have to naoe it and built houses there 
that',sthe place your devils settled it is Lot situated inside 
the disputed land. 

XX by Court. 

Q: Did I-1anenoru have any relationship ship into this disputed land? 
A: No., 

PW. 3 S. Sahuwewe of Riverside Village, dies. 

Facts - I all here to witness on the Halutaapu parcel of land. I 
wanted to s~ sonething about what I know and what I have 'seen with 
ny two own eyes. ~ forefathers unlees and fathers told uethe 
story s~ing Waipeina passage Hoasiteinane cone to it and KurQtalau 
boundary also CODe to the passages us, well. They said that·Halutea­
pu DeRnS one tribe represent KukutalaUDoiooi. Those New couers had 
settled at a place Maitoo. After they left the land but no one 
occupied or inhabited the land so the land returned to the land 
owners. After then no one of Maesiaro's tribesoen st~ed there or 
cultivating the land until tod~. Waohiona told then to Duke gardens 
for food but not allowing to the to be CODe ownership of this dis­
puted land. When they left Mnitoo and went to Eliholo place to 
settle with Laealaha's people. After then. they left Elioho and 
settled at Menuaosao with Wahu. Then they went to Olooloplaee. 
Then they carle to Walona place frOD then they cane to Pulaha and 
st~ with Walaihenue tribesoen. When they settled there for genera­
tions but they did not dispute about this land concerned 0 Now they 
just di.spute about this land. That what I could reneDborabout this 
disputed land Haluteapu land. That's all I have to so::y in court. 

Sahuwewe. 

xx by Def endani(. 

'1: You said that we did not cultivate the land but why did. we have 
a property of coconut trees in Heupaiolaparcel of land. 

A: Haupeiola parcel of land is situated outside the disputed land. 

4: Did we talk about Haluteapu or Moi too land? 
A.: Haluteapu tribe owns Moitoo tribal land. 

XI by Court. 

Q: (How DaIlY years did) who appointing the chief for Hoasite:i.oane 
tribe if they were travellers? 

A: UuniusUDoinoi and Walaiheno the tribesDen net together and 
electing the chieves. 



/ 

PW. 4 Et1elio. Liouou of Oriore Village', dlss , 

Facts - I just ~t to ~~ ·SOD~th:i.ng .. about what I. have heard froD 
Rebe' s people they ':caue and Dade. their chief' in a parcel ot land 

~'.nside :I:JY tribal land with' rr:I" tribeSIlen •. l!oulaoafuiasi told De the 
story. He told llethe. placEf~they ~de the, chie,! in Walona in the 
area they Ilade· a house, of 30 fathoIlS long. H.e also ~aid that 30 
f'athotl 'house Tohifor electing a chief' in.side to:use it. Therefore 
Reba r s group have. been settling in Pulahav,tltiltodq. Inside his 
sto;t7 I did not hear that ally land they did :p.qt give any parcel of 
land to then. The .30 fathoD house I did. not hear .~ parcel of land 
gi-ven to Maesiaro' s people beside the areagiyen fol' the . building of 
30 fathoD house. When oy father told,ne those stories. I. did not re-

I'. 

Denberall of theD,because during tbat t~e I was a snall boy ~ere 
theyoWll land ,or only that Dale house Bnq. stay there. I did not 
hear 'Where directicin cone froIil that" beCQDe choosen Al.aha or chief for 
the tribe •. When they left the plaCELtheI), th~. are where the house of 
30 f'atholl was built then the areB..,wB.flr.eIleLlbered as a tletlory.· That's 
all I have. to sa:y. before court tOday·. 

XI by Defendant., . 
. t. . . , 

Q: 'Did we talk about chief or about land? 
'A': . We talitedabout land and chief systeJ:l is th~ base of s~ttling 

inside the: land befol,'e we o'isput;i.ng ab9.ut •.. 

XX:st Oourt.,.: . 

.. Q: ' Did: we talk about,.Pulaha.' land or ta.lk ··a.boutHalut~a.pu land? 
1\: I o'wn this land' where they caDe~ settled, inside with uy trive-

:SIil.en. :": . \ 

, , . 

Court closed ·on Pla.intU.!·"side of ~ll wi~esaesand questions. 
: .'.' 

Court opened to Defendant side Joe l'la:esiaro of Suurf Village. 
. . :. '.' 

~. ,:;D/s :Joe Maesiaro ot -Suuri village, d/e~,. 

Facts ,- be.f.ore I could ca:rry on with BIJ.Y . .,storyIwant~J;o say soo.e­
~g first during the agree.uent uade . by NgalmB.p~~eand 1Jaoihona 
tlley did not disput,ed this land. ' But· until today"e 4i!lput~ about 
this 'land'. But we talk about I1ai tool~d t.od~. .·The, ~ason why we 
talk about Hoitoo land too is this because usiel Laelab8. Dove his 
bo1mdar.r line COIle., to ,Waipeine river.' At the 'f,irst place .Ngawaa­
];)aina and' Waohiona they did not talka'bout this land. Ngauc.apaina 
Calle i"rolJ.· BaUroin Makira..' island. . He left his hODe land and arrived 
jat Waohiari.a." Be' was . chief of Halutea,pu tribe. He· sa,ttled with 

!Waohiona. 'H& 'did not hate hi.l::J. or .arS'\1ed wi~hi.tl. 'Waohiona sorry 
. ,tor hitl and asked hiIL to staytogethe.rwi th biD. iJ;l.. his own land. He 
I sorry·tor hiD because. he WaB a sea d.rif'terf'~oJ;l then t~eysettled 

together·there. fIley Dade fl:'iends, lUnd: to 'each, other. Then Ngau-
, tlapaina I wanted to say sODething I need it very ~uch f~m you. 

,~hen .he said what.:was.that friend? Ngatmapaina could not I tell r:t3 
probleIl for you or not? If I tell you but you night not like it. 
Waohiolla sa.id plese tell De wbat.W1J.s j.nside your $d, ,ev~though 
it was bad or good tell ue. He said please could you allow ne a 
parcel of land? So that I could. bW it· and I3tq together: with you 
friend? Waohions", agreed that, he could. allow a piece, of land for him. 
I knew and understood that yo'Q.jWGre O~Jl of ~ose ,cus~om'doetors 
therefore I wan:t you to give me one custom medicme for cUring peopl.e. 
and you may take a piece of land. He replied him and said I could 



allow it for you. If I could. give you,'.Ioen~t give it into your 
hands. I tell you that you must count until after eight days (8) 
you must awaiting for it at the point of Heutarihita •. A.fter the 
eight d~s~ He went do~ privately and not stay close to the ~ot. 
I have mentioned earlier~ He hide hfmseltand quite fewho,~~ 
later wind ,thunder· and rainfall dur:iJlg that time the p.ower f.lL this 
mighty"magio felt tress were fallenstones'cracked iP.to pieces. 

-. The very name . of this power or devil 'was oall.ad Apuhu1eihenue and 
, . its seoond name was Bosoiramo and its third name . was cal.led Hui­
peine that where it st~s since it was arrive on the spo~ or site. 
Then Waohon~ went and made wal.1 stones around that place where the 
inoident happened. After thenWaohiona carried the work or per­
formed this magic. Waohiona decided or made.up his mind to try 
out ··this magic which . Ngaumapaina gaye him. I.must try it whether 
~t got power or not. He took the power or magic and ·tried it out. 
He took the magic and went ·to a place cal.1Heloupaine a¢killed 
40 men and their chief called Ououpaine the man Where I descendant 
from was Helongemane tribe. That theveryreason~ I have bean 
talking about the land of-Maitoo tribe. Ngaumapaine generation 
come ~til me Joe Maesiaro (present). That's the reason I think 
that Maitoo land is owned by me and tribesmen Ngaumapaina died 
and buried in the land ot Maitoo it is called Moitoo tambu place. 
They owned a sacrificial tambu places for shar~ in the sea. The 
name of that shark was Waipaewa, the name of the tambu place it 
st~s is cf4l1 Arona. It ~si tua1red inside. and beside the river Gi­
lihane River •.. The boundary line goes up the. river to the food of 
the hills. We' got boundary . lines by rivers drains and .. streams 
and valleys to divide different tribal lands. Came to the time 
of Ngaumapaina who married a woman called Soimatopoot Bauro in 
H~a Island. ~en they begat (1) Lilimae (2) Matewa' (m) When 
they got big aD.dmarried the Hatewa .begat Waai. . Then Lilimae 

'begat Poramo.. I]he Lilimae and his family settled permanent~ at 
Haitoo but Waai' s family went aWay to Holopao place,. !rhen they 
went to Menoaosao then to 010010 place when they settled there 
Was.i begat Ahukelealaha bega:t Arar:i.hUouou .begat l'1aramoouou. !rhen 
HoasiteiJnane tribesmen deci4ed to elect him to become their chief. 
They also ;survey the place tor the male house to be buil.t. but 
010010 was not suitable site for the 30 fathom house for the 
chief. So all the ohief searching tbebUah areas for the· suita-
ble site for. the house. Then they have chosen a site in Ueiliusu 
MOimoi tribal ··land. Hamuniore wa.s the chief of this lal'ld lllentioned. 
PW 4.'Emelio',was .a descendant from this tribe. After ~tay1ng there 
MaraniO b~gat·Lilima.e OUou (2) begat· Reheouo.U. begat Lilimae 'OUou (3) 
bega::b Waohu ,,(present) begat Maesipue (pDesent). !hat I s the gene ... 
rat"it>n where' :·th~ roamers as:the plaintiff side stated an,d his 
~tn'eases.· P-eople who settl.ed at Maitoo lived there born and 
bred in the land. When they elect Maramo eveX7 tribesmen gat­
hered. '. Potamo (m)·beget Iroia Paina(m) be.gat Ahukela . Tolooa (m) 
begat "Mesiupe 'begat Rehehonimae begat AhUkela Tolooa. (2) begat 
Joe -Maesiaro(present) begat AhUkela Tolooa(3) present.. The 
generation of ·thosewhosettled at Haitoo where lam. descendant 
. from. That how me and Hanemoru descend until today We talked in 
court today. ~atl8 the end 6f~ state Speech for today •. 

J. Maesiaro I s Thumb print. 

P. Hanemoru : the partner Dafendant side.d/ss. 
I, ~ • 

. ~1actS··- lam . going .to talk about what the boundal"y . line started 
at Filihana. place; down to Amaemadrain down Peie Water .fall to 
Ai~a~asu'f'ewer goes to Re'Uhel.l river up the·river.to the stream. 



called Ekeala goes to Sukemai goes to TUruStream to Hulo river 
then come down. to Waipeina river. That the boundary line on the 
disputed land. Meito Ngaumapeina was buried there. RaUnibui the 

.r- pig offered sacri;tice to :t;Jg~}1Dl8peina at Mei to tambu ~111. Another 
tambu or sacrificial tambti place called Walanimenu. The' shark's 
name caUed W~ipaewa the pig's name was Tarapeiwesi was offered 
for him in sacrifice •. , There were three main things where Waohiona 
gave to Ngaumapeina inside this land. Another' two tabu places o;t 
the land whereWateliu stated that it is not inside the disputed 
land. One tambu :place called Heusingori. A man name Tetea was 
burried inside (2) Porosu"u in the second tambu pla.ce. Buritohu 
..,as burried there on tambu places I jl1St finished speaking about. 
When we worked on the old road. we used,to work from Hulo down to 
Sukemei on. Wateliu started from Kolipole ~t to Sultema! place. 
That the time we work on this'side that's the reason I 'thought 
it is our side or part of the land. But on Wateliu side or people 

'started from Kelupei to Bultema! that' a their area. I worked with 
them when I was young. That' a the arid. of my speech in court today. 

XX by Plaintiff,. 
; 

Q:"you EJaiq.that you OWO Halute~y. ean you state the names of the 
., 1~ generations in Haluteapu down to me tod~? 

A: I did not know from Waohiona down. to Wateliu. 

Q: Can you name' the people who intermarriage to Haluteapu tribe 
be:tween, your tribe, and my tribe? , , : , 
I 'did not hear or mow arry intermarriage between our tribes. A: 

Q: Have you any: existing property own within the disputed land? 
A:: I own some properties of,coconut in Raraasi land. 

Q: 

A: 

Q: 

A: 

Q: 

A: 

Q: 

A: 

Q: 

A: 

Q; 

A: 

Q: 

A: 

Q: 

You stated that there was no dispute between us until we tod~ 
it is true or not true? ' " 
I did not know but aome of them killed themselves before. 

Can you' name the two men Who make the 'magic or 'made the stone 
walling for the magic?' . 
I only WaohionaI knew and heard. 

Are .you that Haulereita the first place thi.s magice first 
landed?' . , . 
Yes it is called Heutereita. 

Did Daoiasi your grand.father or TIrY grandfather that had told 
you the story? 
Hie grandf~ther who begat .his fath~r. 

Did you sure that this. magiee of boil atillmside this wall 
stone 'if we happen to 'see' it during the' survey? 
The magic was remove to Haosi hill. 

Can, you name th~, place where this Ria or ginger planted in 
Naosi? " 
No, they planted at Noosi. 

Did Ngauma or Waiparasi led your people that Haiuteapu tribal 
land? 
Waiparasi was one of the Liu group' of people' 'part of my tribes­
men. 

Did Waiparaisi buried at Haluteapu or Ououmanemela led the 
people from Haluteapu? 



A.: Ol,1ouma.ne~ela and Waiparaisi .were ,brothers. 

Q: Who wa.s buried and call him Waipaewa after he was died and 
. changed into shark? ..' . 

A: Waisango .w8.S name after he died Waip·aewa. 

. Q; 

A; 

It is true that only people from your tribe died and. buried 
there but no one died'from Haluteapu tribe died during that 
time.and not buried there?, . 
You have your' own' burial tambu places on the other side of 
the, disputed land ~ my- burial ground on th~s side. 

It is true 'A.. Lialaha reiijoved the boUDdary lines near Kukuta­
lau and,Hoasiteimane? ' 
I said L8.elaha moved'Filihane to Weipeine river. 

"Q: . Did the boundary' line, co~~.ect or .wrong? 'Vlhere dividing Hoasi­
tei3ane and Korutalau?' ',. 

A: It was wrong. . 

Q: 

A: 

Q: 

A.: 

Q: 

A.: 

You said in your· statement you been mentioned drain means 
boundary line or can represent different sOIQ-ethjng? 
This particulars drain stands for boundary line, ,even though 
st~e for different puxposes. 

During Mr Bell we worked on road on, certain distanc,o or means 
working on their own areas? . . 
It means working on their own areas as they said. 

Did you own. a place Hauhanue to Supamai because you work On 
it? . . 
t did not work at Hauhenue but at Hulo to Supama.:i. 

Xl by Court. 

Q:' '~ did yoUr people go away from Meito place? ,. 
A: OUoumanemela and Waiparaisi went away but Lilimae who born 

. of Gamnapaina stayed home ~ , . 

Q: Did you talk about the boundary situated inside the land or 
not? 

.a.: Yes, inside the boundary line or inside the disp,uted land. 

Q: How many chief have you? 
.u.: According to custom I both have o.wned the chiefs of Hoasi­

teioane and Korutala~. 

Q: You mentioned you have chiefs at Kurutalau but' Why did the 
Korutalau chiefs against you aobut land? 

i1.: We did 'not ar~e about Mei to ;parcel of land. 

Q: Did you have tambu places at Meito and offered sacrifices 
there? 

A.: During!:lY' forefathers grandfathers they used to worshiped 
sharks in the sea. 

Q: .:Qid both of you o£fered .dacrif~ceB at Meito and WalaniIaenu 
tarabu places? .... ' 

A: We offered sacrifi.ces at Meito but not Wateliu tribesmen. 

Dis Patrick Manehunisiwe of Lolo Village.d/ss 



-

Pacta - I au here to talk about what I heard my f~thera they told 
me by the n8.IJeO' ori, EreaniIaae. They were from Haluteapu laIld. 
They told me about the land. where WaOhiona gave to Ngawapaina. 
They said that that lWld. stEiU't .fI,'Qrn:: Filih~e. ri v~r gOEt a to Wai-

r peina, WaOhiona gave to NgauraapaiJ.la I.,did no:t hear that GwaUIaa­
paine. paid the land with any red Iloney. I heard. on13 that they 
friends and love each . other. that he. had given the lan.d for~Ngauma­
paine. and own the 'land. . Only one th~gI he8.2Ki was the. reason of 
I:l8.gic power Waohiona told Ngaumapaina ;'f. you have anything you 
have own please give it to me. NgaumapaiI;l.a said to hiIil.please 
stay first until after eight d~s before I could give you. On the 
eight days the magic power cone down to Helltapaite eVfJry stone 
trees broke down into pie,cas Wahionl;l Qame ~d took the. Il8.gic 
CAke the wall stane at Heutaraite for themagio devil to be of­
fered sacrifice. for him there. WaohiDna took the power and used it 
at ~oloasi 40 people were killed and Toloasi also died. The name 
of power was. call .Apuhuleihanue, Huipeine and Posoramo. That the 

, short story I heard about the dl.sputed land Haluteapu ,land. That's 
all I have to say before court. 

:xx w·· PltUn tiff • 

. Q: You have . stated Erenimae arid Nao;esi showe~' you the bo'l1.ri.dary 
from Gilihane to Waipeina and nQt around? . 

A: Up the Gilib811e to Waipe;i,ne river I. knew but up' ,the bush areas 
I did Ilot: know. ' . 

Q: 

',A: 

Q: 

A.: 

Q: 

A: 

Q: 

A: 

A: 

Q: 

.a.: 

Q: 

A.: 

. . 

YQU 'stated th~' magie did. it happeI). before or during Maesiaro • s 
people arrived? . . 
Grandfathers said that NgaUlllapaina asked the .boil magio to be 
happened .fOr.him.. . .' .. 

You said that, tbemagice had ~ naIiles Abuhuli Hamue Hiupaine, 
Posopaina are the Karutalau people gave the names or the late 
oomers?' . 
Those three names my father took the magic' to Hiliedunge but 
still name after the three names. 

Why those Naaei.and Ere~imaEt gave.You s'tQries but they were 
my grandfathers? 
I was with those two old man. 

W,hy did you hear the stories from mygrandf~thers becaUse you 
'responsible for their properties or ~e? 
In telling stories some can tell true stories some oan tell 
stories us the same old men like them too. 

Is it Hautaraita is the trueplaQe Wher~.the magic started 
.trOLl? 
I knew Hautaraite and its wall stQnestill at Su~ Ala. 

Did Ououpaina killed by the devil magio by-reasOn' or for: 
~~in~ ~ 0'., 

They killed Ououpainabeoausetbey killed WariSeuouou of 
Arosi. in l"Iakira. . . 

Can you give De the truth of the ~ic powe~ or ginger (Ria) 
of Haluteapu? 
Posoiramo Huipeina apuhuleihep,ue lliEJ names,. 



xx gy Court. 

Q: Did Waohiona ha.ve pow~r before for killing man or not? . 
. A:· Before' Naosi tribesmen have it they called it Walo~aemaenp~i. 

Q: According to 'our custom a man who is wondering or liu can 
beoome landowners· go '. and show boundary lines to him? 

A: Yes man born related to that line . his uncle or clan can show 
. him boundary lifies. '. 

Q:: Why did you understand the story about the disputed land can 
you related or born inside the land? 

A: l was born. blood related to'Wa!awalslljmae and Haluteapu tribes • 

. Q: '. Is Walawalanimae situated within the disputed land or outside 
ot boundary line?: . 

A:: WalaJIalanimae is the tribe with Haluteapu tribe. 

DW.2. Thomas Paonga of Ruruhe d/ss. 

Facts - I am here to say something about what I have heard concern­
ing the land dl~ute. I heard it from ~an;rnae also heard from 
Pisuenjmane that the only two men I heard their names. We went 

. on a canoe called Ahenaikaoero. We went to Pau and reached. Fili­
hane we come to Arona place. They said to me thi's is one of the 
tambu place ·or· sacrificial tambuplace for worshipping. sharks. 
I asked them who own this tambu place we or Who? They replied 
me and said this owned by Hoasiteimane tribe the chief of Inaaauri 
tribe owns this ·sacrificial place~-We had given the land ~or them 
because they come .to us they also owned sometambuplaces in the 
bush areas. That's the story I heard from Erea:ojrnae and. Pisueni­
mane that's all I have to tell you court tOd~. 

Thomas Paonga' B th'WIlb print. 

xx by Plaintiff. 

Q: 

A: 

Q: 

A: 

Q: 

A: 

Q: 

A: 

Q; 
A: 

Paonga you said you travelled inside Ahenaikaoere oanoe in 
what time did you go with these two men before marching rule 
inside marching rule or b&hindmarching rule? 
Before Marching Rule. . 

lou stated before marching rule did they still make the power 
on th~t worshipped pool for sharks or not? '. 
Yes the power still strong or exist duriIig.th.at time. 

. 
VJhy did you say that my fathel' crocodile bit him at the first 
place then you said that you travel inside' that oanoe with 
Eresn:lmee who was enemy with my father and go together ,with 
them? ' 
You' can't enemy With him·whoperformed the custom court with 
him. 

Did Ereanimae still live at Korutalau or already we at·Liwe 
after the crocodile bit my father? 
Hoaeniau did not hate him or tell him to go but a man name 
Awasipoo was the one who ordered him to go out. He did not 
go to ld.ve at Li'We village. 

Where did you come from Paonga? 
I am from Kalaapea tribe. 



I 
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Q: PisU1-Watekiki ;El:-animaePeeu areyout' can you directly 
tell'me.what·r~lationship have you with them or, they.were 'I113' 
relations. ,,-
They were both related, to us you' anci pte.,' 

Q: Io:u stated that Ereirl.mae did not'go away from. Korutalau but 
where did he bury? ' 

A: I ,did not know where he was buried. ' 

,xx, Court. 

Qo '. . 
A: 

Q: 

A: 

Q: 

A: 

Q: 

A; 

Did you kno,w.Koruta1au and Kalepea tribes are close related 
to each other? ' 
They share in' common and related t,o each other lmtil today. 

, '" ' .. 

Did you related to those who told you the story or Wateliu 
only? " 
\>Je both related to thos~: m~n mentioned in m:r statement. 

, ,'f 

'WhY did, w~teUu go't· :prope~, from Ereanjmaethen in' which re-
lationShip have you with Ereanimae? ' 
He. said: I Wil his grBlldson to Ereanimae. 

If Ereanimae die at Korutalau tribe can they sleep inside 
your hoUse during his death?' 
No. 

DW3. Iahmuel Ka1pulu ot Matagasi Village, d/ss. 

Facts - I am here before court to witness on the dispute about 
land.,; I on13 wante4 not to talk ouch on this case but I just 
want ,to say sOIlething about wP.ai;, I llave heard there were twd nan 
who' told Lle the stor;rAotahoa thef'ather of Wateliu and. Moses • 

. One man. was Nga~a;riouou. ~e. ·was my father's brother he was r:ry 
, \Ulcle. Aohotahoa was r:ry cousin' brother. He stayed with me like 

f113 two, brothers' whQ .. were on the plaintiff side. We in 1947 Rahe-. 
·ouou he was froLl. P1.Jlaha he went to Tetele then he said. to us I am 
here today to 'work on the land you" gave me. 'He asked for the 

,piece of land we gave him. He sent nows,Aowa to tell us about the 
, piece of land where ,we dispute a.bout· toda;r., During that time I 

went to stay with then. Then Aoaba talked to Reheouou that parcel 
,of land. you asked, for it from Lle._ Its bo1.Uld:a,ry. l~e fx;ooLlTilihane 
to Meito goes down following ~palasu,River ... T.hen ,he divided the 
sago palms owned by EreaniJaae .1;lside the piece of land which Rebe 
asked permission wllan I;'eached Ai.p~·asu river and Me;Lto yOU'l:Just 
not owner of that side up to the l?ush areas •. Waoh1one. owns a 
piece of land he gave it to OUOuuanemela. is on the side sea areas 
or on the coastal areas. The Maniea was the recorder durjJlg the 
time they held meeting about this land. Now Aohotahoa:' ta.lked to 
R~heouou the, prop~rty of Sago palIils" ~ere youps llear this b.oundar;y 
lme, but that land from bush dolDl. to ~the flat land down the sea 
coast where the sago palms ~ituat~d.oI;' occUiPied. ,~ing like 
that the ver,y thing Rehe and Aoa argued about. Because Rebe's 
taobu, place for worsl;lipping sharks is. at Arona . then Aoa talked 
aCain to Rehe the area in the bush you have no sacrificial' 'place 
there. ~ter then when they argued about the t~bu places I was 
ran away fro;m then. during that .tine. ' 

, Ishtlael 'Kaipulu. 



Q: Did.A.Oa when R~he been . inviting my father to talk about to 
Halutaapu just· because' Aoa was the chief there or chief of 
Haluteapu still there? 

.A.: True chief of 'Halute'apu was there that time, but Rehe came...to 

Q: 
A: 

Q: 

:4:: 

Q:, 

A-.' , 

Q: 
A: 

Q: 

A: 

Q: 

A: 

Q: 

A: 

Q: 

A: 
.. 

,discuss with about the land we gave him to but he came and ee 
Aoa already stayed with so they ca:rry out the meeting. 

'Where was I during the discussing time? 
I was 14 years. True you were bom but when we reaClhed the 
age of 14 years we did not interest to hear the elders meetings. 

In what part of Korutalau did Aoe. stay during the time of dis­
cussing? 
Thai bought him to one tribe for Asiholoanimae tribe from his 
own tribe. 

Did Asioholoanimae have responsible to discuss, about Haluleapu 
land or Haluteapupeople self?' . 
(Haluteapu and Wala) it was true that Aoa knew things in Koru­
talau tribe as well as in Hoasiteimane tribe. 

Did anyone have the r1gbtto talk about any tribal land? 
According to custom if any tribal which nobody looks after or 
talks about you could represent the tribe and talk about it. 

Did Ereanimae still alive that time when Aoa talked about that 
land or not? 
Ereanimae was there ·that time but not live quite on' tribe but 
had gone away and died at Sala. 

When Chief wondering" did he still have the po'W"er o:fHaluteapu 
or have, no power that time? ' 
Onq body went away to other plaoe but his . powers ruling over 
his tribal land iastill in that land and its properties. 

You stated that land: was given to OUoumomanemela then the 
Defendant said that this disputed land was given to Ngauma-
paine?" .. . 
Those two men were same because. ·they were from one tribe even 
though given to Ngaumapaine or Ououmomane. 

Can you tell me· the parcel of land your tribe Ngatealaaha gave 
to ~emburi tribe? . 

. Amolapeme they coine to him at 010010 they gave him Amlgani­
fui p.arcel of land,. There are: two Aonganifui t s one was given 
to them and'one for us •. 

. ·XX by Court. 

Q: WhenRehe inviting Aoa during any trouble happened or disc-uss 
only about land? . . . 

A: The trouble was Marching Rule. movement. 

Q: Who looks after the land record books from' Marching .rule 
till today? 

A: On bookkeeping one book was kept by JQbn Dorawewe of Haupaina 
and one book was with Ben Maesiwala of Hatangasi Village but 
the White ants spoilt the book. 

Q: Why did on you witness on Maesiaro then you said that you .' 
give power to Wateliu tribe. Where did you heEU' this story 
from Ereanimae or from where? 
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A: ;I heard from Wateliu last'Tuesday saying that Ereanimae gave 
him power t-uling tge ~r1be of Haluteapu land. He himself said 
before court. 

r Court adjourned at 4.30 pm. 5/11/81 until 8 am. 'on 6/11/81 when 

J I _ 

,court .members left for surveying the disputed land, and returned 
home at 5 pm. . 

Co~t resumed at 11 am when the decision is ready to be delivered 
or given on 10/1'1/81. . , 

NB: Court asked the Plaintiff' side if he wishes to say any more 
thing or bring axry more witnesses in court. 

Yes, Mr Mariano have something to say before the decision is 
p.ssed. ,I wanted to talk about HaluteapuMr Ereanjrnae said 
that there are three tribes live inside Haluteapu land. 
Their name B ar~ Lusuehuisata, Ahesianimae, Walamoru, and 
Walawalanimae. Walawalanimae tribe came from where the others 
side. When they arrived Hahuteapu tribe shared the land be­
tween them. Lumua and Holoholotangi and Lioala those are 
-the places given to the tribe who came from the otherside of 
the. island. After then Maesiaro and Manemoru tribe arrived 
into the land. They asked the land to settle inside. The 
big devil by the' name Waohiona said the land now not have 
enough space to stay for the visi t,or or new comers. I had 
shared the land betw~en Walawalanimae tribe and my own tribes­
men. Then Maesiaro's tribe leader said we would live only 
for a.$nort time then go to another place. Then WnOhiona 
said it ~as alright because you may live here for short time 
then my land would remain as it is. That's the very place we 
went to see on Thursday and. Friday during the land. survey of 

the disputed area. I my boundary line starts from Weipeine ' 
to Tilihane rivers. That's the boundary line dividing Hoasi­
teimane and Korutalau Momoi tribal lands. The boUndary line 
Aipaasu to Tilihane I did not like becausei t is on my boun­
dary ~ea. I suppose not to show it before court but that',s 
the point I want· to, through. i t a~ because it is r:ry true ,( I 

land. Mr Mariano Wateliu showed the 2 red monies before court 
that Ereanimae had given him the power ot chief to be a chief 
of Hatueapu land. The generation of 'Waohiona but you come 
during the time of Waohiona who begat Wariseuouou begat 
Halepaina (2) be gut Ououtewa (2) begat Hikjn oa(2) begat 
Waoouou(2) begat Hirumaenoa(1) begat Roroe(2) begat Naoouou 
begat Suue begat Ereanimae. Then I' am \lateliu this is o~ly 
the geJ:l.ealogy of chi,ei's -but not his own generation. He said 
that Hatepaewea and Ououtewa Roroi, Hikinao. He also talked 
abou:b the ginger or Ria 'oame to Haluteapu . land. The ~ger 
or magic reached Haluteapu during the time of Waoouou and 
'F18~tolooa,before Maesiaro arrivedinto·the land. Waoouou 
was the grandfathe~'Waohiona but his true father was Fisui­
toloa. ~e Ria or magic tiiey got was about Bulekelaouou was 
from Gela who sent this ginger from Gela Island. Buanikel$. 
married a woman name called Tangiohaimatawa near Nenlahau 
point •.. Her father was Borohanikala after he had married thi$ 
'woLlen then sometime s came to south mala with his' iIi-laws'. ' ' 
Waoouou met him before he wenttd Gela Island. I want ginger 
or Ria froD you to give me. I ac going but not come back 
quick time but you ready the place for what you like me to 
do ~or you., When you ready after eight days when you see the 
rainbow and sm.all rain fall then the power was there. After 
the promised days eight day he came and see the power 
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appeared. When he CaDe to the actual spot he found the SDB.ll' > 

canoe made 9ut umbrella leaves st~ed inside the wall stone 
prepared. He brought the thing to Naosi tambu place. Ouou­
oatawa people who first bought this magic power or (Ria) they 
name it . Haliolimane. Then the Ueniusu tribeSIaen came to b,,~ 
it Watepaonga bought .the power name it Huepeine. ~ere~ 
a man of Takataka nwae RarUI:lae came to pay the power, and 
naL1e it Apuhuleihenue. Then the 'Wanexao tribe CaI:le to buy 
the power or ria and naLle it Riaiwanemo. Hatuleapu tribe 
called it PosoiraL1o or Naosi. Frou that reason I believed 
that they did not pay the land where we disputed with this 
power or ria as M§esiaro the defendant witnesses stated in 
their statement. The place where the power land is called 
Paranount but not Hautarahita as Maesiaro and witnesses 
sDated in court. Ereaniuae did not mention any p~ing of 
this land with this ria or power but live there only for a 
short period of tiDe. This the short story ! want to say 
before court. 

NB: The court', asked the defendant if he wishes to say BJJy Dore 
thing before coUrt or bring any Dore witnesses in court. 

The defendant said yes he has soriething Dore to s~ before 
court. I already xaentioned DY statement and recorded already. 
I wanted to talk about the red Donies which Wateliu have 
sho\'4l before court today. I can tell story about Haluteapu 
and Walawalaniuae tribes. EreaniLlae and Ahesianitlae tribes 
and Walamoru tribe Ereanitlae appointing' Mariano Wateliu to 
be the chief of these two tribes xaentioned it was true I did 
not deny hin. I heard a story froll Oori Albert fa.ther he 
told :ce that Albert was the leader or chief :tor these two 
tribes was Albert but not Wateliu as he stated before court. 
Albert also knew about the land where Waohiona cace to Nge­
UIlapaine and we disputed about today. Fisuitoloa, Sulufele­
paine and Hirohiro.m.anu I know these big raen4t Waohiona also 
gave part of this Korutalau to WalanilaniLlae tribe it was 
true.. In snall Hala1ta custom if you give awa:y part of your 
land to SODe one ~y reason he has given it for good not for 

. telling liars or for returning it later on. The land giving 
where we talked about today' in Haluteapu lnnd'oany people 
cruQe also given us part of their tribal lands but I can't 
tell then in court. But they did not want to clam these 
gi van lands back. All the people big chief or small Den 
who live in SjMalaita if they give land a~. they give it 
for reason and not to take back :troI:l the people they had 
given thexa land before.' If Wateliu have given back the land 
where Waohiona given to Geumapaina it will cause trouble to 
soxae tribes who are now U vinS in S/Ma1ai ta today concerning 
the_ returning of gi van lands. No one in South or Are Are 
tribes ha.ve mssed this kind of land givmg by reasons or 
rewards. Not only w~ the riewcacers they'hadgi~an us parcel 
of land but one parcel of land where given away they only 
bo¥Sht-it with sea shell in the mangroves. Even though it 
is like that but according to custOD of this he returned to 
the owners. The New s,ystell Mr Mariano Wateliu wanted to 
start it for us to lead our new generation I did not hear 

.any s,ysteD like that so that I could aware offar und~rstand 
it. Albert was the source ot this trouble between us be­
cause he' was the chief of Haluteapu and Walawalaninae tribes. 
Waohiona also given'hiri land apart of this tribal land dis­
puted today. Even any land given retur.ri· sOIiletioes it is 

. Okay but since I was born I do· not hear any land like that 



retum to. the o.wners. If chiefs o.f SjMalaita o.r in Are Are 
agreed to. return all the given lands to. the eriginal land 

. o.WIlerS :it is alright to. De I did not worry.·But I happen 
to make the things happen that wa:y but the o.thers. are ,no.t 
then .it is hard fer :mete Qarry o.ut the new sy-steIl· o.f ruling 
the land in this . island S/t'lalai ta law and custo.tl ruling cover 
ever.y.ne seall and big Dan. I new leok fer the lands given 
away to' be returned to. the land o.wners then it is alright fer 

.me •. Co.urt can aPPrQve any given land to. theChie:fit is true 
er no.t. 'l!hats what I could remember about rry stateoent to.day 
befo.re Co.urt. 'fb.at' s all I have to sa:y be.f,ore co.urt toda;y. 

JUDGrm'!T 

Court found that the both parties did not sten freD ene generatio.n 
,but CaDe frell two. different tribes •. Co.urt alSo. found that Maesi­
aro's tribesoen er forefathers cane frell :Sauro in Makira :Leland. and 
sheredin Small J1a.laita.·· They landed €lnd settled with. Laelaha and 
Mariano t e tribe with a D.aIl naue Waehiona ef. Ko.rutalau but incharge 
o.f the disputed land Haluteapu tribal.laod I'1a.esiEU'Q,~s devil who 
first arrived to. the land was NgeUDapaina o.f Bauro. Makira Island.. 

Ceurt also. found thatWao.hio.na the devil of Haluteapu tr.ibal land 
asked. Ge'QLW.paina the new CODer to. sett~e with· hio in ord,erto ask 
a nag:i.¢, power ,to. be used orperforo for BeDe purpese· or reaSen so. 
the llagic power cape to. hiD and used this power and killed 40 
people and a chief by the naIle Ououpaina of Helonganane died and. 
40 peqple nentioned. Co.urt also. found that Maesiaro's devil Ngeu­
I.l8.painalived,at Meite andWalanirlane taIlbu places • 

. Oourt found that afterstay1ng :in the land for 5 g~neratiotis, then 
theY left the given part of the Korutalau trib~l land and went a~ 
to Boasiteiuane tribal land and living in other tribal '!aDds £o.r 

nine generations fellowing their relationship with these·t~ibes on 
feDtlle side. 

Co.urt alSo. feund that Mr Mariano Wateliu divided the di.eputed land 
by a dug drain connecting the. two. valleys of Tilihan~ river down 
the Pie river goe s to Aipa' asu river down tlle oain river Waipeina 
-r-iver. 

Court also found that Mr Mariano Wateliu did not give out his table 
of genealogy to show how he f!st settle and inhabited the land. 
before Maesiaro's devil arriv to. hiD in Korutalau tribal' land. 
Ceurt also. fo.undthat both sies,witnesses adDitted that it was 
true that 'Maesiaro's devil Ngeucapaina arrived and settled at Meite 
and WalaniDanu taubu places. and he also. have one sacrificial 
tatlbu p.lace for Offerin. g sacrifices fo;, the sharks at Arona in 
the se~. liJide aleng the MaraI:lasika pas4ge. Court also. found that 
when I1aesiaro I s devils le.ft Meito then went to settle at Holopau 
then to I'Ienuaosae then went to. 010.010. then to. Walona and Pu1aha. 
Where their people still living there until to.d~~, 

Court also. found that bo.th parties left the land anoccupy and 
cultivated for sone generations. That the disputed land is new 
a sub-tropical forest which is suitable fer saWDill operations in 
the future. -

Mr Mariano Wateliu and ~Wnelloru did not sure abeut the di~uted 
land and all the naIle of the pieoes et land inside the disputed 
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lBnd .. 'Halute~pu tribal land in Korutalau custonaryland. Court 
"alao found th&t 11r M. Wateliti lead the coUrt staff wrong wa:y froD 
the nam drain called Aoaaoa. and also :wen~ Wrongandatopped oourt 
waiting for an half hour while he was 'searching for the tao.bl- , 
places Meito and WalaniIlenu. Court also waiting, for biI:l whi~ '~e 
was 'searching, for, the drain dug boundary dividing Korlitalau anel' 
'Hat:ul.eapu disputed land for 45 tlinutes.. Maesiaro' s Den too did 
not know these places situated inside' Haluteapu land. Court also 
foUnd that both parties ha.ve no properties like coconut planta­
tions nut trees and Sago palUs inside the disputed lan.d but oc-

_cupied ,~,by. wild pigs and horn bills in the ,dense forest. 
. , 

'Court also found that Wateliu did not prepare his boundar" lines 
showing the disputed land beiore the actual date of sur:veying the 
disputed Haluteapu land. 

, -
Court believe that Maito andWalaniraenu taobu places di~n()t look 

"fit ;fOX! the true landowners tanbu'p-1a.aes because there were no 
signs ,'ot'coconut' trees and d.ecoratives live along f'loW6Ps present 
a.ro'QIl.d)~'the grave yards. The two tanbu places are covered with 
canopy'df big :to-rest tress. ' 

, . 
, ' 

Court also found that both Wateliu the pla~tiff,and Manenoru 
(defendant side)failad' to show /I;he graves 'where Hatapae-wa Ouou­
'tewa,(1), Rdroit); (1), Hikinao' (1) and Manenoru (def'enqant) was 
also ' .. did no:tshow. to' court the grave ;y~ ot,!ige'UI4ap~ who was 
first buried'. there as'I'1ae'siaro,stated iri hi'S 's:tateDent. 

" \ 

Court also found that MarianoWateliu wanted" to take Vack the part 
of :£(orutalau tribal land known as .r1al uteapu which 'his devil Wao­
hiona gave to Maesiaro's first devil naoed Ngeuoapaina that he 

.. '~kpossession over this part of the land :Cor five generations 
, before theYl'ent -away fron the disputed land. Even though Ma6si­
arc's tribe roaTJjng fron -the given 'land but he stillhavathe 
-pol'lerto own the land acicordingto custou of, this area as: well as 
whole of l'1alai ta Province. 

Oourt fO'\md'tJ:lat durinS t:tie arguing o.ver the Haluteapu land, . 
, Mariano Watell.u and group ~ust started a new cO:Dllunial fare. thl.S 
year on the coastal ridge J.nside the· disputed land. Court' also 
found that both parties did not tell the court what had oaused the 
disputed between then before this case was arranged and heard. 

DECISION. 
¢ " 

Froll Weipaine River up to lips. ~ asu to Pie Ri veru,p to Atla-.ima 
draindoWll the TilihaneRi'Verr that'·s the boundary lines o'.fthe 
Haluteapu land where both Maesiaro and Mariano Wateli,u, have shared. 

Mr Joe Maesiaro have the priIlary right, over the disputed land 
, while Mariano Wateliu have the secondary right over'the Haluteapu 
, land" dispute., ' 

" _',flo . ,~ • 

Right of Ap}>eal. explained. 

Signa tures : L. Kebai' Court Clerk (north) .' 
D. Huaita'a Vice President (E/Are 1U1&). ,. 

1m: The cost of the case was not refundable because both parties 
are living olosely to the coUrt hearing centre at Atio Hoad­
quarters. They both using the canoes puddling to Mio. 


