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Civil Case No. 8/81. Court fee paid $10.00 GIR No. A41692 7/4/81.

Plaintiff: Mariano Wateliu of Oriore Villege, and
:- Moses Watesi of Oriore Village.

Defendant: Joe lMaesiaro of Su'uri Village,
¢ -Manemoru of Pulaha Vlllage.

Statement or Claim - That I do clalm Mae31aro to court because he
wag coming from Bauro in Makira then he wanted to take possession
over my tribal land in Small Malaite., Area.I wanted to make deve-
lopment inside thls land but J. Maesiaro obaected nme.

‘Plea: Lmable. ‘ |

' Plalntlff side M, Watellu of Orlore Vlllage, d/ss.

Pacts - My name is Mariano Watellu I am a chief of Haluxeapu land.

- I have the right of the disputed land. Maesiaro's grandfather came
-from Makira Island but settled here in Small Malaite with different
tribes in the island. At last they came to Aenaai place. When they
reached Aenaai they asked permission from the land owners to settled
there. They asked permission from Ienikeu. So this man Ienikeu
did not grant them permission because no space for them to settle
there. After that Ieniken said you just wait until I ask a man

name Waohiona permission.

Then Waohiona said if they could stay for a short time I would allow
them to stay but if they stay for generations then I would not let
them to settle in here with us. Then the new comers replied him we
would live here for a skort period of time then go to another place.
Waohiona allowed them to settle in Mouito and Walanimenu parcel of
landse He allowed them to settle inside these two parcel of lands
for a short time before go away to any place they wanted to go.
After then they went to a place.called Holopaue When they settle
there they went again to Menusosao place after then they went to
another place called Olo! olo. After staying at Oloolo they went to
a place called Walonae. ‘ , ,

After stuying at Walona they came to Pulaha and settle their until
today. After staying at Pulaha when Walaihesue tribe appointing
them to be the tribal chief for their two tribesmen. After staying
there at Pulaha for sometimes then they just claim the disputed

land as their land. They. said that this disputed lend was given for
Maesiaro tribe. Only Omi to land just their parcel of land, but

why the% stay at Olopau but they did not claim as their parcel of
land. They also stayed at Menoausau but they did not cl

-their parcel of land. They also left Oloolo but they di ot clalm
-as:their parcel of lande They settled at Walona . then left the

place but they did not. claim the place as their own land. Then
today they settled at Pulaha and own parcel of lands there. Moito
place Jjust same as .the placeg which Imentioned earlier but they did
not pay for the parcel of lands. When they settled ther'e noone

gave them land by any reasons I did not hear it from my grandfathers
and forefathers stories. No one intermorriage to Haluleapu tribe



nor anyone from their trlbe married a girl from my own dtribe. I also
did not hear any generation from Makira Island to Haluteapu tribe

or Haluteapu related to Maesiaro and tribesmen. No one gave away
such big land tribe the Haluteapu land in Small Malaita land. Even
though the land which they settled at Pulaha at present not b*— as
the land where we digputed about todayes That's the very reas. .

why I said this lend was my true land. That's the end of my talk
today in courte

Wateliue
XX Defendante |

fl: You denied that we did not. have the right to own that disputed
land but why I have sone - sacrificial tambu places there?
A: I did not know any of your tabu places within the disputed land
- but only tambu place you own is Moito where Hatapaewa and QOuou-
‘tewa were burled there.

Q: Why I own one tambu place near the sea on ny tambu.place situa-
ted at the bottonm of the disputed lmnd?

A: You was chased from Makira therefore you could offer seacrifice
to your devil the shark at any place you settle.

Q: Why you denied ne not to own the land but why there is a drain
dug to divide our boundaries called Hauteapu.

A: The drain was dividing the two trlbes fron being nixing with
the new comers.

Q: Why dld the new comers have a boundary llne if they gone stay
only for a short period of time with your tribesmen?

A: They did not nean giving the land but just divide then from
right sone people, might get poison .etc. -
: By Co urt. | |
Did you know that Maesiaro came from Bauro in - Mﬂk;ra? ,
He was from Small Malllta but hlB grandfathers were from Makira

be o

'Island.

Qt Where did Maesiaro's tribesmen first arrlved in Small Malaita
- after left Makira?

A: He arrived at Marlseu.place in East Small Malalta before they
 spread in the island. . .

Why did you come from Bauro o Small Maleita? -
They came from ClVll wars agalnst them.

LT T

o PO

as

‘Why did your father and Maesiaro's father did not dispute about
" the land but you and Maesiaro dispute sbout the mentioned land?
A: Our fathera had been disputed about the land many tines but

settle it with custonm chleves.,‘I ann the custom chief of Halu-
teapu trlbal 1and. ‘

W: Was only Joe 8 Maesiaro mlgrant or come from different place
Yo Small Malaita land?
A: BSone tribesnen mlght cone fron aone where in Small Malaita but
© they did not arrive to me so that I could know.

'PW.ﬂ Honlaqg a of Kakana Vlllage d/ss.

Facts = They were strangers from Bauro.in Makira I stend. When they
arrived at Aerasi place and settled there. "Then Ieanikeu told




then to stay there because that place is not big enoughe. Ieniken
said to Waohiona if you find any place big enough then you nay allow
then to settle there. Yes he said there was a place near the seca-
shore still unoccupied. Then Waohiona allowed them to settle there
within the sane land. When they stayed with Waohiona on a snall
place but not big area because he had a big population too occupy
big land. &after then they left from the land. After they left the
‘land they did not clain say their land. That the story I heard
fron grandfather and ny father about the disputed land. That the
story they told me about the land. That's all I have to say before
court todaye

Honiaupaine.

XX by Defendent.

Q: You said that Waohiona did not want then to stay there for a
long tine but why did “they own burial places there inside the
disputed land?

A: No, answer.

Q: You said that I did not stay there for long tinme but whose peo-
ple or what people cultivating the land until today?

A: They worked there on the land on their own area but not culti-
vating the disputed land. :

XX by Courte

Q: Why did étrangers come and go away?

A: Bone people die very quickly some lived longer tine.

Q: Why did you ednitting they have their own side and work on

their on parcel of land but you said this in your statement that
they settle, but left the land?

A: They did not cultivete the disputed land but work on their own
aI‘ea..

: Pw. 2 Maesihoula“of Riverside, d/ss

Facts - Two words I wanted to say first were I an the chief of Kuru-
talau Moinol tribe., The boundary line dividing ‘Kukutalaunoinoi, .
Hoasiteimane tribal lands is the river called Waipeina. The boun=-
dary line which dividing these two tribesmen who disputing about
this land., I did not know the names of the devils of lMaesiaro but
the devil by the nane Waohiona allowed Maesiaro people to go to

the land, Then Waohiona said to Ououliliosuliola you nay look after
these people who have been under ny care and protection for sone=
tines you may look after then nore. When they arrived to Quoulilio-
suliola the chief devil they settled at Oteote its principal tambu
Place is Holopaue. When they stayed there ny people or devils did
not allow then for doing any pernanent settlenent but because the
‘area in the disputed land was too hilly so after then they left

for different place called Tetele or Menuaosao. That's all I have
to say before court today.

Maesihoula
Court edjourned at 6.30 pon  3/11/81 wntil 8 a.ne. 4/11/81,

Court resuned at 8.15 a.n. 4/11/81. Continuation of PW.2 on
questioning. ‘ -




XX by Defendant.

Q: You said that the boundary between Hoasiteiwane, Waipeina, Kuru=-
‘talau, Waipeina but where is the parcel of land we disputed-
situated?

A: My father and people said that boundary line is between Hoasitei=-

- nane and Waipeina and the land we talked about is 51tuated ine
side Kurutalau tribal land.

D1d Ouousullola chlef over this parce'of land we talk abom’?
He was chief of Haluteapu land and also big man of the wooden
druns inside this tribe,

e

Q: Maesiola did Oteotea parcel of land you nentlhned in your state=-
ment situate inside the disputed land?

A: Place your settled you have to name it and built houses there
that's the place your devils settled it is not sibuated inside
the disputed land.

XX by COUI“E.

Q: Did Nanenoru have any relationship shlp into this digputed land?
A: Noe

PW. 3 S, Sahuwewe of Riverside Village, d/ss.

Facts = I an here to witness on the Halubtaapu paercel of land., I
wanted to say something about what I know and what I have seen with
ny two own eyese Ilfy forefathers unlces and fathers told ne the
story saying Waipeine passage Hoasgiteimane come to it and Kurutalau
boundary also come to the passages as. welle They said that Halutea-
- pu neans one tribe represent Kukutalaunoinoi. Those New comers had
gettled at a place Maitoo., After they left the land but no one
occupied or inhabited the land so0 the land returned to the land
owners. After then no one of Maesiaro's tribesmen stayed there or
cultivating the land until todaye. Waochiona told them to neke gardens
for food but not ellowing to the to be come ownership of this dis-
puted land, When they left Maitoo and went to Eliholo place to
settle with Laecalaha's people. After then they left Elioho and
settled at Menuaosao with Wahu. Then they went to Olooclo place.
Then they came to Walona place fron then they came to Pulaha and
stay with Walaihenue tribesnen., When they settled there for genera-
tions but they did not dispute about this land concerned. Now they
Just dispute about this lande That what I could remenbter about this
disputed land Haluteapu land. That's all I have to say in courte

Sahﬁwewe.

XX y Defendant.

Q: 7You said that we dld not cultivate the land but why di¢ we have
- . a property of coconut trees in Heupaiola parcel of land.
A: Haupeiola parcel of land is situated outside the disputed land.

R: Did we talk about Haluteapu or Moitoo land?

A: Haluteapu tribe owns Moitoo tribal land.

XX gz Court.:

Q: (How many years did) who appointing the chief for Hoasiteimane
. tribe if they were travellers?

A: Uuniusunoinoi and Walaiheno the tribesmen met together and

electing the chieves.




- PW. 4 Enelio. Li*ouou of ‘Oriore Village’, d/ss

Facts = 1 .just want to say something about what: 1 have heard fron
.. Rehe's people they cane and riade their chief in a parcel of land
~—ngide my tribal land with oy tribesnen. Houlanafuiasi told ne the

story. He told ne the place they nade the chief in Walona in the
area they nede a houss.of 30 fathons longe He also said that 30
fathon house Tohi for eleciting a chief ingide to use it. Therefore
- Rehe's grouy have heen settling in Pulaba wntil today. Inside his

- etory I did not hear that any land they did not give any parcel of
land to theme The 30 fathon house I did not hear any parcel of land
given to Maesiaro's people beside the area given for the building of
- 30 fathon house. When ny father told me those stories I did not re-
‘member all of them.because during that time I was a small boy where
they own land .or only that male house and stay there., I did not
‘hear where directicn come from that -becone choosen Alsha or chief for
" the tribe. . When they left the place then the are where the house of
30 fathon was built then the area was remembered asg a nemory.' That's
all I have to sey berore court today. .

- Ekntlio}'Noi.
o by Defendant. ' ‘ |

Q: Did we talk about oh:.ef or about land?
At  We talked about land and chief system is the base of settling
ineide the: land before we disput;mg about. )

XX ‘_Dz Court _ | T |

- Did we talk about Pulaha 1and or talk. about Haluteapu land?

s I own this land Where they cane and settled inside w:.th oy trive-
‘BliCDe o ‘

_ Court closed on Plaintizr s:.d.e of all w:Ltnesses and queet:.ons.

Cou:rt opened to Defenda.nt sz.de Joe Maeeiaro o.f Suuri Village.

Js Joe Maes:Laro ot -Suuri v:.llage, dJse.

Facts - 'be.fore T could carry on with eny Bstory I wanted. t'o say sone-
- thing first during the agreeunent nade by Ngaumepaine and Waoihona
they did not disputed this land. ' But until today we dispute about
this land, But we talk. about Maitoo land todaye The reason vwhy we
talk about Moitoo land too is this because hesiel Laelaha nove his
’bomdary line come to Waipeine river. At the first place Ngauna-
paina and Wachiona they did not talk about this land. Ngaunapaina
‘cane from Beuro in Makira island. He left his home land and arrived
jat Waohiona.: He was chief of Halutespu tribe. He seftléd with

~ sWaohiona, Hé did not hate hin or argued with hin. Waohiona sorry

" j for hin and asked hin . to stay together with hin in his own land. He

; 8orry ‘for hin because he was a sea drifter fron then they settled

" together there. They made friends, kind:to each other. Then Ngau-

' napaina I wanted to say sonething I need it very nuch from youe
-Then he said what was .that friend? Ngaumapaina could not I tell iy
problen for you or not? If I tell you but you night not like ite
Waohiona said plese tell me what was inside your nind, eventhough
it was bad or good tell ne. He said please could you allow ne a
- parcel of land? So that I could buy it and stay together with you
friend? Waohiona.agreed that he could allow a piece of land for him.
I ¥new and understood that you were oen of those custom doctors
therefore I want you to give me one custom medicine for euring people,
and you mey take a piece of land., He replied him and said I could




allow it for you. If I could give you,. I can't give it into your
hands. I tell you that you must count until after eight days (8)
you must awaiting for it at the point of Heutarihita. - After the
eight days. He went down privately and not stay close to the spot.
I have mentioned earlier. He hide himself and quite few hov—"
later wind, thunder and rainfall duripng that time the power us this
mighty magic felt tress were fallen stones cracked into piecese

- The .very name -of this power or devil was called Apuhuleihenue and
~-its second name was Bosoiramo and its third name was called Hui-
peine that where it stays since it was arrive on the spot or site.
Then Waohong went and made wall stones around that place where the
inecident happened. After then Waohiona carried the work or per=
formed this magic. Waohiona decided or made .up his mind to try
out -this magic which Ngaumapaina gave him. I must try it whether
it got power or not., ' He took the power or magic and tried it out,
He took the magic and went to a place call Heloupaine and killed
40 men and their chief called Ououpaine the man where I descendant
from was Helongemane tribe. That the very. reason why I hawve heen
talking about the land of Moitoo tribe. Ngaumapaine generation
come until me Joe Maesiaro (present). That's the reason I think
“that Maitoo land is owned by me and tribesmen Ngaumapaina died

and buried in the land of Maitoo it is called Moitoo tambu place.
They owned a sacrificial tambu places for sharks in the seas The
name of that shark was Waipaewa, the name of the tambu place it

- stays is cgll Arona, It situated inside and beside the river Gi-

"~ lihane River. The boundary line goes up the river to the food of

the hills. We got boundary lines by rivers drains and.streams

and valleys to divide different tribal lands., Came to the time

of Ngaumspaina who married a woman called Soimatopo. of Bauro in
Makira Island. Then they begat (1) Lilimae (2) Matewa (m) when
they got big and married the Matewa begat Waai. Then Lilimae
“begat Poramos The ILilimae and his family settled permanently at
Maitoo but Waai's family went away to Holopao place. Then they
went to Menoaosao then to Oloolo place when they settled there
Waai begat Ahukelealaha begat Ararihuououn begat Maramoouwou. Then
Hoasiteimane tribesmen fecided to elect him to become their chief.
They also ‘survey the place for the male house to be built butb
Oloolo was not suitable site for the 30 fathom house for the

chiefs S0 all the chief searching the bush areas for the suita-
ble site for the house. Then they have chosen a site in Ueniusu
Moimoi tribal land.  Mamuniore was the chief of this land mentioned.
PW 4, Emelio-was a descendant from this tribe. After staying there
Maramo begat-Lilimae Ouou (2) begat Reheouou begat Lilimae -Ouou (3)
begat Waohu -(present) begat Maesipue (present). That's the gene~

© ration where ‘they roamers as ‘the plaintiff side stated and his

witnessea. - People who settled at Maitoo lived there born and
bred in the land. When they elect laramo every tribesmen gat-
hered. - Poramo (m) beget Iroia Paina(m) begat Ahukela Tolooa (m)
- begat Mesiupe begat Rehehonimae begat Ahukela Tolood (2) begat
Joe Maesiaro (present) begat Ahukela Tolooa (3) presente. The
generation of -those who settled at Maitoo where I am descendant
-from. That how me and Manemoru descend until today we talked in
‘court today. That's the end of my. state speech for today..

S - "J. Mae§iaro's Thumb print.
Pq'Manemérp;phe partnerfpefendént'sidéf&/és..
+ ‘Pacts ~ 1 ani‘'going to talk about what the béundéryllinevstérted

- at Filihana place down to Amacma drain down Peie Waker fall to
~Aipa'asu fewer goes to Reuheli river up the river to the stream




called Fkeala goes to Sukemai goes to Turu Stream to Hulo river

- then come down to Waipeina river. That the boundary line on the
disputed land. DMeito Ngaumapeina was buried there. Raunibui the
. pig offered sacrifice to nggaumapema at Meito tambu kill. Another
' tambu or sacrificial tambu place called Walanimenu. The shark's
name called Waipaewa the pig's neme was Tarepeiwesi was offered
for him in sacrifice. There were three main things where Waohiona
gave to Ngaumapeina inside this land. Another two tabu places of
the lend where Wateliu stated that it is not inside the disputed
land., One tambu place called Heusingori. A man name Tetea was
burried inside (2) Porosu'u in the second tembu place. Buritohu
was burried there on tambu places I just finished speaking about.
When we worked on the old road we used to work from Hulo down to
Sukemei on Wateliu started from Kelipele went to Sukemai place.
That the time we work on this side that's the reason I thought

it is our side or part of the lande. But on Wateliu side or people
' gtarted from Kelupei to Sukemai that's their areas I worked with
them when I was younge That's the end of my speech in court todaye.

XX by Plaintiff.

Q:' 'You said that you own Haluteapu can you state the names of the
' " 13 generations in Haluteapu down to me today? :
A: I did not lmow from Waohiona down to Wateliu.

Q: Can you name the people who intermarriage to Haluteapu tribe
between your tribe and my tribe?
&: I did not hear or know any intermarr:.age between our tribes.

PO "

Have you eny existmg property own within the disputed land?
HEN ¢ own some propertles of coconut in Raraas:x. land..
Q: You stated that there was no dispute between us mtil we today
it is true or not true?
A: I did not kn.ow but aome of them k:n.lled themselves before.
Q: Can you name the two men who make the magic or made the stone

walling for the magic?
A: I only Waohiona I knew and heard

- Q: Are you that Haulereita the f:.rst place this mag:.ce flrst
landed?
A: Yes it is called Heutere:l.ta.

Q: Did Daoiasi your grandfather or my 3rand.father that had told
you the story?
As Hie grandfather who begat h:.s father.

Q: Did you sure that this mag::.ce of boil st:Lll :Lns:.de this wall
stone if we happen to see it during the survey?
A: The mag:x.c wag remove to Naosi hlll. :

Q: Can {gu name the place where thls Rla or g:.nger planted in
' Naos :

A: No, they planted. at Noos:L.
Q

: Did l‘?lgauma or Waiparasn. led your people that Haluteapu tribal
. land
A: Waiparasi was one of the Liu group of people part of my tribes-
mene , )

Q: Did Waipare.isi buried at Heluteapu or Ououmsnemela led the
preople from Haluteapu?




A: Ououmanemela and Waiparaisi were brothers.

"Q:'_Who was burled and call hlm waxpaewa after he was died and
. changed into shark? . -
A: Waisango was name after he died wa;paewa.

'Q: It is true that only people from your tribe died and buried
there but no one died from Haluteapu trlbe died durlng that
time .and not buried there?

A; You have your own burial tambu places on the other side of
the disputed land and my- burial ground on this side.
It 1satrﬁe A, Lmaieha'removed the boundary lines near Kukuta-
~ lau and - Hoasiteimane?
A: I sald Laelahd moved Fillhane to We;pelne river.

‘lQ; ' Did the boundary line, correct or wrong? ‘Where dividing Hoasi-

teigane and Korutalau? .

A: It was wrong. o

Q: You said in your. statement you been mentioned drain means
boundary line or can represent different something?

A: This particulars drain stands for boundary line even though
stands for different purposes.

- Q: During Mr Bell we worked on road on certain distance or means
working on their own areas?

A: 1t means working on their own areas as they said.

Q: Did you own a place Hauhanue to Supamail because you work on
it?

A: T did not work at Hauhenue but at Hulo to Supamai.

X by Court. '

Q: Why did your people go away from Meito place? = .

: Ouounanemela and Waiparaisi went away but Lilimae who born

of Gemmapaina stayed home.

Q: Did you talk about the boundary situated inside the land or
not?

A: Yes, inside the ‘boundary line or 1nsxde the disputed land.

Q: How many chief have you? | |

4: hecording to custom I both have owned the chiefs of Hoasi~
teimane and Korutalau.,

Q: You mentioned you have chiefs at Kurutalau but why did the
Korutalau chiefs against you aobut land? ‘

A: We did not argue aboub Meito parcel of land.

Q: Did you have tambu places at MElto and offered sacrifices

_ there?

4: During my forefathers grandfathers they used to worshiped
sharks 1n the sea. L

Q: Did both of you offered sacrifices at Melto and Walaninenu
tambu places?

A

We offered sacrifices at Meito but not Watellu trlbesmen.

/s Patrick‘Manehunisiwe of Lolo Village d/ss




Facts = I an here to talk about what I heard my fathers they told
ne by the name O'ori, Ereanimace. They were from Haluteapu land,
They told me about the land where Wachiona gave to Ngaumapaina,
They said thet that land. start from Filihane river goes to Wai-
peina, Wachiona gave to Ngaunapaina I did not hear that Gwauma-
paina paid the land with any red money. I heard only that they
friends and love each other. that he had g:.ven the land for Ngaumna-
paina and own the land. . Only one thing I heard was the reason of
nagic power Wachiona told Ngaumapaina if you have anything you
have own please give it to me. Ngaumapaina said to him please

stay first until after eight days before I could give yous On the
eight days the magic power cone down to Heutapaite every stone
trees broke down into pieceg Wahiona came and took the magic

meke the wall stone at Heutaraite for the magic devil to be of-
fered sacrifice for him there. Waohinna took the power and used it
at Toloasi 40 people were killed and Toloasi also died., The name
of power was call Spuhuleihanue, Huipeine and Posoramo, That the

. short story I heard about the dJ.sputed land Haluteapu land. That's
all I have to say before cocurte ‘ '

| . | Ma.nehunisiwe. '
XX by Plaintiff.

You have stated Erenimae and Naoesi showed you 'che boundary
. from Gilihane to Waipeina and not around?
A: Up the Gilihane to Wa;\.peme rn.ver I knew but up the bush areas

| «0

I did not knowe

Q: You atated the nmagic did J.t happen before or during Maeaiaro 8

. people arrived?

-+ 'A$  Grandfathers said that Ngaumapaina asked the boil magic to be
happened for hime .

- Qs You said that the magice had 3 names Abuhuli Hamue Hiupaine,
Posopaina are the Karutalau people gave the names or the late
coners?

A: Thoge three names my father took the magic to Hili'edunge but
8till neme after the three namese

Q: Why those Naas:. end Ereanmae gave you stories but the;y ‘were
my grandfathers? . ,
As I was with those two old man.

Q: Why did you hear the stories from my grandfathers because you
responsible for their properties or me?
A: Tn telling stories some cen tell true stories some can tell
stor:.es us 'bhe gsane old men like thenm too.

Q: Is it Hautaraita is the true place where the magic started
from?
A: I knew Hautaraite and its wall sbtone still at Suuri hla.

Q: Did Oﬁomaina killed by the dev:.l magic by reagon or for:

./ noth ? a

A: They killed Ououpaina because they kllled Wari Seuouou of
Arosi in Makira. . ‘

Q: Can you give me the truth of the magic power OT g:.nger (Ria)
of Haluteapu?
A: Posoiramo Huipeina ispuhuleihenue his names,.



XX py Court.

Q: Did Waohiona have power. before for killing man or not? .
~A:- Before Naosi tribesmen have it they called it Walomaemaenas-si.

Q: According to our custom a man who is wondering or liu can

: “become landowners go-and show boundary lines to him?

A: Yes man born related to tha't lme his uncle or clan can show
-~ -hinm bomdary lines. : :

‘: Q: Why did you understand the story about the d.:.sputed la.nd can
‘ you related or born ingide the land?
A: I was born blood related to-Walawalanimae and Haluteapu tribes.

.Q:. Is Walawalanimae situated within the disputed land or outside
of boundary line?
A: Walamalanimae is the trn.be w1th Haluteapu tribe.

DW.2. Thomas Paonga of Ruruhe d/ss. a

Facts - I am here to say something about what I have heard concern-
ing the land disputes I heard it from Ereanimae also heard from
Pisuepimane that the only two men I heard their names. We went
~on a cenoe called -Ahenaikacero, We went to Peu and reached. Filie
hane we come to Arona placee They said to me this is one of the
tambu place or sacrificial tambu place for worshipping sharkse

I agked them who own this tambu place we or who? They replied

me and said this owned by Hoasiteimane tribe the chief of Inamauri
tribe owns this sacrificial places We had given the land for them
because they come to us they also owned some tambu places in the
bush arease. That's the Astor{ I heard from Freanimae and Pisueni-
mane that's all I have to tell you court todaye.

~ Thomas Paonga's thuub print.

XX by Plaintiff.

'Q: Paonga you said you travelled inside Ahenaikaoere canoce in
what time did you go with these two men before marching rule
inside marching rule or behind marchmg rule?

A: Before Marching Rule.

Q: You stated before march.:mg rule dld they st:x.ll make the powexr
‘ on that worshipped pool for sharks or not?. , .
A:  Yes the power s'b:.ll strcng or exist dum.ng that time.

Q: Why did you say 't:hat ny i‘ather crocodlle bit him at the first
place then you said that you travel inside that canoe with
' El-heanima? e who was enemy with my father and go together -with
em
A: You can't enemy with him-who performed the custom court with
hl.m.

Q: Did Erean:unae st:.ll l:Lve at Korutalau or already we at Liwe
. after the crocodile bit my father?

A: Hoaeniau did not hate him or tell him to go but a men neme
Awasipoo was the one who ordered him to go out. He did not
go to live at Liwe villages

Q: Where did you come from Paonga?
A: I am from Kalaapea tribe.




. Qs Pz.su»Watek:Lki Eranlmae Peeu are your can you directly
tell me what' relationship have you w:rbh them or. they were my
relationse. ,
A: They were both related. to us you and me.A

Q: You stated that Erenimae did not g0, awa;y from Komtalau bu’c
' where did he bury?
A: I-did not know where he was burled. ‘

XX Court.

-Q: Did you know Korutalau and Kalepea tribes are close related
to each other?
A:. They share in common and related to each other uwntil ’coday.

Q: Did you related to those who told you the story or Watellu

only?
A: We both related to thosge. men men‘cn.oned in oy statement.

Q: Wwhy did- Wateln.u got property from Ereanimae then in 'which re~
lationship have you with Ereanimae?

A: He said. I am his. grandson to Erean:.mae.

Q

: I.'E Eream.mae d:Le at Korutalau tr:x.be ca.n they sleep inside
your house du;r:.ng hls death?
A: No. L .

DW 3. Ishmuel Kaipulu of lMategasi Village, d/ss.

Facts — I am here before court %o mtneas on the dispute about
land. ' I only wanted not to talk much on this case but I just
want to say sonething about what I have heard there were two men
who told me the story Aotahoa the father of Wateliu and Mosess
. One nen. was Ngaingariouou. He was ny father's brother he was my
" uncles Aohotahoa was my cousin brother. He stayed with me 1like
ny two brothers who were on the plaintiff side. We in 1947 Rahe-.
- -ouou he was from Pulaha he went to Tetele then he said to us I am
here today to work on the land you gave me. He asked for the
. Plece of land we gave him. He sent news Aowa to tell us about the
piece of land where we dispute about- today. During that time I
went to stay with them. Then Acsha talked to Reheouou that parcel
- of land you asked for it from me. Its boundar%h ine from Tilihane
to Meito goes down following A:Lpa asu River. en he divided the
sego palms owned by Ereaninae :.nsn.de the piece of land which Rehe
asked permission when reached Aipatasu river and Meito you fust
not owner of that side up to the bush areas. Wachiona owns a
piece of land he gave it to Ouounsnemela is on the side sea areas
or on the coastal areas. The Maniea was the recorder during the
‘tine they held meeting about this land. Now Aohotahoa talked to

. Reheouou the property of Sago palms were yours near this boundary

line, but that land fron bush dowm to “the flat land down the sea
coast where the sago palms situated or occupied. . Anything like
that the very thing Rehe and Aca a.rgued about, Because Rehe's
tanbu place for worshn.ppmg sharks 18 at Arona then Aoa talked
again to Rehe the area in the bush you have no sacrificial place
there. After then when they argued about the tambu Placea I was
ren away from then durmg that tme. _ .

' Iéhmael 'Kaipulu.
XX by Plaintiff. | |




Q: Did Aoa when Rehe been inviting my father to talk about to
Halutaapu aust because Aoa was the chief there or chief of
Haluteapu still there?

A: True chief of Haluteapu was there that time, but Rehe came .to

\ .discuss with about the land we gave him to but he came and sce
hoa already stayed with so they carry out the meeting.

: Where was I during the discussing time? :
: I was 14 years. True you were born but when we reached the
age of 14 years we did not interest to hear the elders me¢tings.

Q: In whatfpart of Korutalau did Aoca stay during the tlme of dis-

- cussing

“K: They bought him to one tribe for Asiholoanimae tribe from his
own. tribve. _

Q: Did Asioholoanimae have responslble to discuss_ sabout Haluleapu
land or Haluteapu people self?

A; (Haluteapu and Wala) it was true that Aoca Xmew thlngs in Koru~
talau tribe as well as in Hoasiteimane tribe.

Q: Did anyone have the right to talk about any tribal land?
A: According to custom if any tribal which nobody looks after or
" talks about you could represent the trlbe and talk about it.

Q: Did Ereanimae still alive that tlme when Aoa talked about that
land or not? _ ‘ _ ,

A: Ersanimae was there that time but not live quite on: tribe but
had gone away and died at Sa'a,

Q: When Chief wondering did he stlll have the pOWGr of Haluteapu
or have no power that time?

A: Only body went away ‘to other place but his powers ruling over
his tribal 1and is stlll Ln that land and its properties.

Q: - You stated that 1and was glven to Ououmomanemela then the
Defendant sald that this disputed land was glven to Ngauma-
paine?

- A: Those two men were same because they were from one tribe even

'though glven to Ngaumapaine or Ououmomane.

Can you tell me. the parcel of land your tribe Ngatealagha gave
. to Inmeurl tribe?
A: Amolapeine they come to him at Oloolo they gave him Aongani-

© + fui parcel of land. There are two Aonganmfui's one was given
to them and ‘one for us. - :

XX by Court.

©

Qs When ‘Rehe 1nv1ting Aoa durlng any trouble happened or dlSOUBB
only about land?
A: The trouble was M&rching Rule movement.

Q: Who looks after the land record books from Marchxng rule
' £ill today?
A: On bookkeeping one book was kept by Jehn Dorawewe of Haupaina
and one book was with Ben Maesiwala of Matangasi Village but
the White ants spoilt the booke.

Q: Why did on you witness on Maesiaro then you said that you7'
give power to Wateliu tribe. Where did you hear this story
from Ereanimae or from where?



‘I heard from Wateliu last ‘Tuesday saying that Ereanimae gave
‘him power ruling tge tribe of Haluteapu land. He himself said
before courte.

- Court adjourned at 4. 30 pm. 5/11/81 unt11 8 am. -on 6/11/81 when
.court members left for surveying the disputed land, and returned

home at 5 pm.

Court resumed at 41 am when the dec181on 1s ready to be delivered
or given on 10/11/81.

NB: Court asked the Plaintiff side if he wishes to say any more
‘ thing or bring any more witnesses in court.

. Yes, Mr Mariano have something to say before the decision is
passed. . I wanted to talk about Haluteapu lMr Ereanimae said
that there are three tribes live inside Haluteapu land.

Their names are Lusuehuisata, Ahesianimae, Walamoru, and
Walawalanimae. Walawalanimae tribe came from where the others
sides When they arrived Hahuteapu tribe shared the land be-
tween them, Lumua and Holoholotangi and Lioala those are
-the places given to the tribe who came from the otherside of
the island. After then Maésiaro and Mesnemoru tribe arrived
into the land. They asked the land to settle inside. The
big devil by the name Wachiona said the land now not have
enough space to stay for the visitor or new comers. I had
shared the land between Walawalanimae tribe and my own tribes-
mene Then Maesiaro's tribe leader said we would live only
for a short time then go to another place. Then Waohiona
said it was alright because you may live here for short time
then my land would remain as it is. That's the very place we
went to see on Thursday and Friday during the land survey of
the disputed area, I my boundary line starts from Weipeine
to Tilihane rivers. That's the boundary line dividing Hoasi-
teimane and Korutalau Momoi tribal lands. The boundary line
Aipaasu to Tilihene I did not like because it is on my boun—
dary area. I suppose not to show it before court but that' s
the point 1 want to through it away because it is my true -
lond, Mr Mariano Wateliu showed the 2 red monies before court
that Ereanimae had given him the power of chief to be a chief
of Hatueapu land. The generation of Wachiona but you come
during the time of Wachiona who begat Wariseuouou begat
Halepaina (2) begat Ououtewa (2) begat Hikinoca(2) begat
Waoouou(2) begat Hirumaenoa(1) begat Roroe(2) begat Naoouou
begat Suue begat Ereanimae. Then I am Wateliu this is only
the genealogy of chiefs but not his own generation. He said
that Hatepaewea and Ououtewa Roroi, Hikinao, He also talked
aboub the ginger or Ria ‘came to Haluteapu land. The ginger
or nmagic reached Haluteapu during the time of Waoouou and
Flewitolooa before lMaesiaro arrived into the lend. Waocouou
wag the grandfather Waohiona but his true father was Fisui-
toloa, e Ria or magic they got was about Bulekelaouou was
from Gela who sent this ginger from Gela Island. Buanikela
morried a woman name called Tangiohaimatawa near Nealahau

_point. Her father was Borohanikala after he had married thisg
wonan then sometimes came to south mala with his in«lawse
Wooouou met him before he went to Gela Island. I want ginger
or Ria from you to give me. I an going but not come back
quick time but you ready the place for what you like me to
do for you. When you ready after eight days when you see the
rainbow and small rain fall then the power was there., After
the promised days eight day he came and see the power



appeared. When he came to the actual spot he found the small” .
canoe made out umbrella leaves stayed inside the wall stone
prepared. He brought the thing to Naosi tambu place. OQuou=
natawa people who first bought this nagic power or (Ria) they
nane it Haliolimanee. Then the Ueniusu tribesmen came to bv=y
it Watepaonga bought the power name 1t Huepeine. There wy

a man of Tekataka name Rarumae came to pay the powery and

- neme it Apuhuleihenue. Then the Wanemo tribe canme to buy

the power or ria and name it Riaiwanemo. Hatulespu tribe

.called it Posoiramo or Naosi. Fron that reason I believed

that they did not pay the land where we disputed with this
power or ria as Mgesiaro the defendant witnesses stated in
their statement. The place where the power land is called
Paranount but not Hautarahita as Maesiaro and witnesses
shated in court. Ereanimase did not mention any paying of
this land with this ria or power but live there only for a
short period of time. This the short story I want to say
before court.

The court asked the defendant if he wishes to say eny nore
thing before court or bring any nore witnesses in courte

The defendant said yes he has sonmething nore to say before
court. I already mentioned Ly statement and recoxrded already.
I wanted to talk about the red nonies which Wateliu have

shown before court today. I can tell story about Haluteapu

-and Walawalaninae tribes., Ereanimae end Ahesianimae tribes

and Walamoru tribe Ereaninase appointing lMariano Wateliu to

- be the chief of these two tribes mentioned it was true I did

not deny hin. I heard a story from Oori Albert father he
told me that Albert was the leader or chief for these two
tribes was Albert but not Wateliu as he stated before court.
Albert also knew about the land where Wachiona came to Nge=
unapaine and we disputed about todaye. Fisuitoloa, Sulufele-
Paine and Hirohiromanu I know thesé big mene Waohiona also
gave part of this Korutalau to Walanilanimae tribe it was
trues In anall Malaita custon if you give away part of your
land to some one by reason he has given it for good not for

‘telling liars or for returning it later on. The land giving

where we talked about today in Haluteapu land many people
cane also given us part of their tribal lands but I can 't
tell then in courte But they did not want to claim these
given lands back. All the people big chief or sumall nen
who live in S/Malaita if they give land away they give it
for reason and not to take back from the people they had

given then land before.' If Wateliu have given back the land

where Waohiona given to Geumapaina it will cause trouble to
sone tribes who are now living in S/Malaita today concerning
the. returning of given lands. No one in South or Are Are
tribes have nissed this kind of land giving by reasons or

rewards. Not only we the new comers they ‘had given us parcel

of land but one parcel of land where given away they only
bought -it with sea shell in the mangroves. Even though it
is like that but according to custon of this he returned to
the owners. The New system Mr Mariano Wateliu wanted to
start it for us to lead our new generation I did not hear

'.any systen like that so that I could aware off or understand

ite A4lbert was the source of this trouble between us be-
cause he was the chief of Haluteapu and Walawalaninae tribes.
Waohiona also given hin land apart of this tribal land dis-
puted today. Even any land given return sonetinmes it is

. Okay but since I was born I do not hear any land like that




+ _veturn to the ownerse. If chiefs of S/Malaita or in Are Are
: agreed to return all the given lands to the original land
_owners it is alright to me I did not worry. ‘But I happen
to make the things happen that way but the others are.not
then it is hard for me %o carry out the new systen of ruling
the land in this island S§/Malaite law and custom ruling cover
everyne small and big nane I now Yook for the lands given
away to be returned to the land owners then it is alright for
me. Court can approve any given land to the Chief it is true
or not., Thats what I could remember about ny statenent today
‘before court. That's all I have to say before court today.

JUDGMENT

Court found that the both parties did not sten from one generation
‘but cane from two different tribes. Court also found that Maesi-
aro's tribesmen or forefathers cane from Bauro in Makira island and
shored in Small Malaitae. They landed =snd settled with Laelaha and
Mariano's tribe with a man nane Waohiona of Korutalau but incharge
of the disputed land Haluteapu tribal land Maesiaro's devil who
first arrived to the land was Ngeumapaina of Bauro lMakira Island.

Court also found that Waohiona the devil of Haluteapu tribal land
asked Geunapaina the new comer to settle with hin in order to ask
a nagic power to be used or perfornm for some purpose or reason SO
the nagic power came to hin and used this power and killed 40
people and a chiief by the name Ououpaina of Helonganane died and
40 people nentioned. Court also found that Maesiaro's devil Ngeu-
napalna ldived at Meito and Walanlmane tanbu places,

Court found that after steying in the land for 5 generatlons, then
they left the given part of the Korutalau tribal land and went away
to Hoasiteimane tribal land and 11v1n§ in other tribal lands for
nine generations following their relationship with these’ tribes on

fenale side. o C o

Court also found that Mr Mariano Wateliu divided the disputed land
by a dug drain connecting the two valleys of Tilihane river down
the Pie river goes to Aipatasu river down the mann.rlver walpelna
-rivere . ‘ o . ‘ .

Court also found that Mr Mariano Wateliu did not give out his table
of genealogy to show how he first settle and inhabited the land
before Maesiaro's devil arrivgg to hin in Korutalau tribal land.
Court also found that both sides witnesses adnitted that it was
true that Maesiaro's devil Ngeumapaina arrived and settled at lMeito
and Walaninanu tambu places and he algo have one sacrificial

tambu place for offering sacrifices fop the sharks at Arona in

~the sea side along the Maramasika passgge. Court also found that

- when Maesiaro's devils left Meito then went to settle at Holopau
then to Menuaosao then went to Oloolo then to Walona and FPulahae
Where their people still living there until today.:

Court also found that both parties left the land unoccupy and
cultivated for sone generations. That the disputed land is now
a sub=-tropical forest whlch is sultable for sawnill operations in
the future. .

Mr Mariano Wateliu and Manenoru did not sure about the disputed
land and all the name of the pieces of 1and ingide the disputed




- land, Haluteapu tribal land in Korutalau custonary land, Court
-algo found that Mr M. Wateliu lead the court staff wrong way fron
‘thé nain drain called Anaapa and also went wrong and stopped court

waiting for en half hour while he was searching for the tambr
places Meito and Walanimenu. Court also waiting for him whili “e
was searching for-the drain dug boundary div1d1ng Korutalau and

- ‘Habtuleapu disputed land for 45 ninutes. Maesiaro's nen too did
not know these places situated inside Haluteapu land. Court also
found that both parties hawve no properties like coconut planta-
tions nut trees and Sago palns inside the disputed land but oc-
_cupied*by wild pige and horn bills in the -dense foreste.

Court also found that Wateliu did not prepare his boundary lines
showing the disputed land before the actual date of surveying the
dlsputed Haluteapu land.

‘Court believe that Meito and Walanimenu tanbu places did not look

| r*“fit foxr the true landowners taubu places because there ‘were no

signs of ‘coconut trees and decoratives live along floweps present
.around the grave yards. The two tambu.places are covered w1th
canqpy -Of big forest trees. .

Court also found that both Watellu the plalntiff and Nanemoru
. (defendant side) failed to show .the graves where Hatapaewa Ouou-
- ‘tewa, (1), Roroie¢ (1), Hikinao (1) and Manenoru (defendant) was
also .did not. show to court the grave yard of Ngeunspaineg who was
first buried.there as Maesiaro stated in his statéhant. :

‘Court also found that Mariano Wateliu wanted  to take back the part
of Korutalau tribal land known as ®Baluteapu which his devil Wao-
hiona gave to Maesiaro's first devil named Ngeunapaina that he
:"¥ock possession over this part of the land for five generations
‘before they yent away fron the disputed land. Even though Maegi=-
aro's tribe roaning from the given land but he still hawve the
power to own the land according to custon of thls area asg well as
whole of Malaita Province.

- OCourt found that during the arguing over the Haluteapu land

. Marieno Wateliu and growp Just started a new connunial farn this
year on the coastal ridge inside the disputed land. Court also
found that both parties did not tell the court what had caused the
disputed between them before thls case was arranged and heard.

’ DECISIGN.

From Wblpaine River up to Axpa asu to Pie River up to AmanAna
drain down_ the Tilihene River that's the boundary lines of the
~ Halubeapu land where both Maesiaro and.Marlano Wateliu have shared.

-} Mf Jbeﬂﬁaesiarb have the: primary right over the dlsputedAiand
- while Mariano Wateliu have the secondany right over the Haluteapu
© land dlspute.

R;ght of Appeal explalned.
Signatures: L Kebai‘v  Court Clerk (noxrth) -
D. Hunita'a Vice President (E/Are Are).
NB: The cost of the case was not refundable because both parties

are living closely to the court hearing centre at Afioc Head=
quarterse. They both using the canoces puddling to Aflo.




