
IN THE l'1ALAITA LOCAL COURT 

~ CASE NO ••••• ~~ DATE: •• • '1:11."- •• ~ 

Name of Plaintiff: o.~ D~.~ .. ~r:..J.'f: ........... 0 0 0 0 ...... 0 ..................... .. 

v. 

Name of Defendant: .... .. q~ .. l!t!~~.t&. .. ~ ................................................. .. 

DECREE 
JUDGMEl'lT : 

ooU't tl. that 1. eOllPd1._ the J(OXJC De_ Itoto " aaokwal had. 6 
_r.t!OIUI Haohiq EOOUO/L1 •• aD4 Burobo h .... 12 .... retioDII 
reaobiDI'IroOI'.lO. Sao'kwai 8D4 De_ 15 .... r.tio... 11111.'. aDCl 
O .... r 1? _.Patiou. 

2) ADsi1.bata (I) t8IDale nee. I:oto .,.t.d. •• t h. v •• boa .f 
.ADSil.bata 4 .. t.r ot Xook .. (a) lBifat. d.enied. D4t •• roto 
t ... l. rel.ted to ADsil.b.' •• 

. ) 

III AlNtat. ..a"_ a1 t. t saokwai nate4 that tbia 1. tbe 014 
•• ~l_.lLt ot 1'81bu.1.. st.ted too the clm.rch b1 ••• 84 the 
e ..... aite to ".Un. cut_ poven. Alte. thi. o ••• ei.a 
hi. two "." b1U"lM out.iel. of the oust_ ait. vhieh naaiu 
aa4 ••• .tiOVD. to court on 2517/89 aDd ".. • ... bF ORn p~. 

Ml-. ID1t.t. (a) 4.D7 the pl.e of Jaibu.ia but this Will" ••• 
liT. ia he" "bOll W •• cha.ed. b7 A.rou1 tribe of uaiDC _,_ 
.apc to kill h __ • III .tu.d7i .. _e into pt .... claiae4 'b7 
aukYai (a) aacl bash tr.ek •• 4e b7 b!.rd huntJ.ra the onn had. 
.tudied. 'he treok and 2 &ran 7arU ,"perl,- aDCl COIl. to o.a-
01 ___ ., It _" ..... bt 1a the two poan. u4 the bull vaok 
".. 'DOt • t .... Z'U7' va. but • pttrmaJ).el1t track uad. t07! ao 
loq. 

lib\tlll - Ded Koto 01&1_414 hi. oriellal •• ttl._ .. when b • 
wu broqb' up. lDitata (.) olld. .. a Ifi __ (a) broqllt 
hi. t.theS' b.l .. '.b. (a) III heH u4 worship in here DO oh1lz'oh 
an ""led :1. beft. DeaJl 1:01;0'. ta1;ber •• "1.4 1" ben. "". 
out a14e of thie t .. bQ aite. 

HALIULVA - IaOlnrei .t.ted. tM. 1. tbe _11 aut tree wbioh 
... han-•• ted by hie r.ther aDd. hie. tri_e __ • lattat. (a) 
thi. i8 a ..err apeet.,. 'GUt bU'ft .... b7 hi. l.tha.' .... 11 
oth.r at tree .... " hd'ft.te4 b7 the publio. AD4 ., ... eel 
too that "h.. thi. ...11 ... v.. barftnecl "'" hi. t.t:her _q 
h..... 01'4ere4 taro h'oa Saolnrai t • broth.r tor JN44iac -ld.Ds • 

••• /2 •• ,I 



5) 

6) 

7) 

8) 

9) 

10) 

11) 
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S.okw.i (m) a180 stated that one day he was ups.t what IDl's 
t.ther b .... done ot putting up notic.s to stop publio ot 
harY.stiD! this speci.l ng.li nut and because ot the wroq 
deed he had cut don th.t DOtice. 

Inft.te (a' atated that Seokwaits UDcle Ngerekon. (m) s ... 
p.rai.sion to hi. people to harY •• t the DUt but Init.ta (a)'. 
mother waa asa1nat th.t ide. and ~ave order tor her trib ... en 
to sather the nuts that were on the ground. 

SaoDai <II) •• ked .s to where is Sale Buarobo trOll? Fro1I 
Faibu8i. tribe said Ini. 

RAU Settlem.nt Site - 8aokwai (a) stated this is where hia 
tather and uncles lived in the ti.e ot ohurch's arrival in 
Tangi talau and agreed aud supported by Iuit.ta (m). Oourt 
que.tion - Did your lather ever arsue oy.r this land? Iuif.t. 
(a) replied no arguement waa made due to th.t Saokw.i and 
tribe.en live in '.lau and lnitata, C.sper and group 11 ... 84 
in Faibuaia. Saokwai st.ted to that loilat. aDd tribe.en 
lived in Fer.rua in lJ'aibusia land. 

Gw.is1ritena oustom site Saokwai atated that this is wh.re 
ancestors old Abuoli Dadamae (a) lived and in his old .ge. 
ordered Lada! (a) to build • cottin for hi. wh.n or coapletion 
of that cottin he died and was put in the cottin and buried. 
lnitat. (m) denied that Abuoli Dad .... (a) buried. at Gwairu.fu I 

•• aaokY.i bave mentioned in tbe previous di8PUte over this 
(lfaibu8ia land). 

At Perafua cu.tom Site - Beokw.i (a) atated this ia where hi. 
ancestor. of Falau lived and because or church cleared or spoilt 
wy.r,tbiu! DO bone. ot his ancestors vere ••• n. 

lDit.ta em) - This is ay .econd. sacrificed 8i te like A1bulu 
where l'fiua.,.au 1i ... e4 no cuatom 8igna were se.n e.s. cookins 
stones no huaan too were .e.n. Hia rather Niumauaau (m) took 
his devil X.alutab. out or Ait.r.rua. 

Gwaistm.lau s.ttl .. ent sit. - Most.n •• id that this is hi. old 
.ettlement site and showed rew ugali nut trees which clataed 
gi .... n to hill by Koto Ca) anetB.oJr.wd (m). lui st.ted that thq 
d.eDied. what Mos_.n had .ention.d and :this .1 te is tor herve.tins . 
ot nut. aDd 8Ualu Mosten'. devil did not live in h.r. a •• ention 
b7 Mosten (a). Court qu.stion Infrata (m) as whether b. know. 
Kosten? lui .aid that h. did not know of Moat.n on1~ when ohurch 
arrived in Tang! tal au. 

A. junior tabu .1 te (BIBI) a.okYai pointed. to one or panda.ua 
tree which he claimed bibi to quiten and eooked of the deTi1's 
act! vi ties in the are.. The court doubt.d thi8. 

C.ttl. renee court que.tion .s to whoa 0VD8 this cattle t.nce 
beloD«8? This rence belonga to m7 trib ... en .aid Saokw.i (a). 
Oourt question a~a1n wh.ther this tenc. i. situated out.id • 
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12) 

1~) 

14) 

15) 

1t;) 

17) 

18) 

19). 

- , -
or inside otJ'aibuaia? 1m atated. that this portion ot laDd 
which the rence ia situ.ted near site. portion which he had 
alread7 given Xotiu (a) relation ot "oaten <.). Thi. i. another 
source of the di.pute. 

TaD81tal~ - Oourt que.tion - Who .ettled bere? Saokwai .aid 
that hi. tribesmen live in and Inl and O •• per were atill pa81l11 
at that time. No arguement was made in here. 

Talebaai site - ~his portion ot land both p.rtie. claimed oDl7 
ngali DUts are around this aite. 

Ada1kona aite - Saokwai claimed Fera kanak_na lni .ald that 
his aite is oalled Maeusalikenakana a 8mall water aource 
Ferakanakana 1s a house tor oustom singing. 

'l'otuqaegwata and Liagege 8i te (both situated. in one 8i te) 
aRokwai stated that hi. devil c.- and .at huaan fle.h on this 
table atone and passed on to Palau (thi. is during canboliaa) 
Ini <m) stated that his deY1l and Beokw.i ate huaan tlesh on 
thls table atone. In Liogep Inttata atated that it: ia not a 
t .. bu 8ite but an ordinary aite for collection ot nut. (thia i. 
in the late .eason of harveating (Udu). 

lCAOLILIA site - Gwarimanu the brother of lLALA objected c01.Pt\ 
part7 to enter ln to the tllllbu 8i te - Initata .aid that he 
wanted to ahow the head of Dubor.. Dean Koto aDd Saokwai a180 
coD1'iraed the tabu Bite ot ILALA (a). 

P.A.IBtJ8IA - Dean Koto shoved one cookins plaoe for (m.o.a) lea.t 
and nothing ela. in a principal tambu site. lui ahowed 3 cuato. 
tire plaoes 1 grave yard and one bone in rubbiah duapins area 
In1fata (.) showed alao 2 custom danclng aite.. One ia a secret 
danciGl area and the other one tor feaatiq. !he bone waa sus­
pected to be tell ott during the church .en d*stroyed the taabu 
.ite. 

Dean Koto .aid that ADgi1.bata wa. first worshipped in here. 
Dean Koto who i8 your laat custoa priest? (?aal •• bu)? SALE 
BUAROBO. The grave .hoved by lui was ot Lalamidi brother or 
Niua.uaau. 

L.bungaitaloa Cueto. Site - Dean stood beside the grave ~ard 
.aid this where Kookao lie whom waa killed by lDit.ta aDd. 
C.sper Buarobo' a descendants. Xookao the deacend.nt of Jean ..... 
If this grave yard is not mine I shouldn't have touched it. 
Laat Oourt we have seen it and the other party accepted it. 
Caaper aSked who killed Xookao? ne.n Koto sald that Lako.i. 
aDd. Ra.toDa belonging to K •• so (PW1). 

P.r .... Site - whioh va. stated in oourt b7 Dean Koto to be • 
place to give *Upematural powers tor dogs to run pigs. Dean 
Koto had the Vrt:f through the area but passed the area 80.e 10 
7arda .way and 8tood in wonder a. to where the aite exact17 la. 
The oourt party stopped and walton hia to make up hi. llind aDd. 
.t that aoaebody sbouted that the .re. alrea¢J 80ae 10 7arda 
behind. The court Part7 walked to the ai te anti Dean Koto ex­
plained wh.t had happened in here and this 1. where Lalaidi 
cure hi. doss. Inlata (m) qr.ed this area belongs to Lalaaidi 
(m) ••• /4 ••• 
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20) SINASU tambu site - In stopping some distance away lui 
stated that he will lead the Oourt party to the Sinasu 
tambu site and would not want while going through the site 
that no cutting of shrubs and trees must be made. Dean Koto 
said "SINASU" is a new name but Gwaialaltona is the original 
name. Dean Koto said too that in here lui & Casper had tIed 
away of the killing Kookao (m). 

21) GWAISUSURU tambu Site - There was no dispute over this site 
as Dean and Saokwai had admitted have nothing to do with the 
site and stated belongs to lntfata & Casper Buarobo (m). The 
boundar,r that claimed b~ lnifata was not disputed either. 

22) lni - should the boundary which he oalled Ngaligwana. Dean 
Koto & Saokwai said this area called Ngaligwana and this 
A.doaere, east boundary caused the dispute. John mark N2 
den;, this boundary. 

pINote: The court have found most interesting points to IlUPPQ~_" 
both parties and found supporting evidences from both parties 
witnesses which may establish and awarded a landowner to win this 
particular case. But sorry to say we can't judge be,-ond our capacit1' 
which we oann't OTer ruled and that is a point in a Local Court Hand 
Book 1979 Chapter 2 page 8, section 19 page 11 which stated that a 
Local Court cannot change the decision giTen in another Local Court. 
Neither it can change a decision given by itself already this include 
land cases. 

DECISION: Both parties still holda their rights in the said land. 
111 parties will .~o.J their ancestral rights in FALAU and FAIBUSIA 
land in cultivating and deyeloping. 

SA.OXWAI t DEAN KOTO t INIFATA & CASPER BUAHOBO haTe equal rights over 
the FAALAU and FAIBUSIA. 

The decision biding Fiu river and Xwaiata river. Fauwasufu and Sitea 
portion of lands are excluded. A.lI registered areas situated within 
the claimed area are also excluded in this case. 

Right of Appeal Explained within 3 months or 90 d~s. 

Signatures by Members: S.T. Ratai 
Anthon;r Ramoi 
Brown Tolido 
Lucian Keba1 

Dated this the 28th day ot July 1989. 

Vice President 
Court M_ber 

" " 
" Clerk (North). 


