
IN THE MALAITA LOCAL COURT 

~ CASE NO. 0 ~(~ ••• DAT.E: •• :Jt?~~ .... 

Name of Land in 
. HOTi'. d'J..spu te a • GOb 0 0 0 0 0 • 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 eo. 0 • 00 •• 0 0 0 • 4: •••••• 0 •••• '0 • 

Name of 
JOE G'JAUNAlLE OF BJi.mL\NI VILLAGE, WES'l' KWAlO Plaintiff: 0 0 0 e 0 0 0 e 0 0, 0 e 0000 CI. 000.000000000 0000 e DO 0-".0 ••••••••• 

v. 

Name of De:fendant .ffiZEKIEL TI: .. LEl"j1NAG~I Cll .... HdlA1M VILLi.GE , ~l' .~~~O •••••• • • • 
• • • • • • ,.0 •••• 0 •••• 0 • 0 •••• 0 0 •• & • 0 •• •• 

DEC R E E 

JUDGME1~: 

COURT FINDING 

Joe G01ll1iJile you claim RerA land as from ARACRO river to DU"'IO creek. This ia 
according to your sta.tment and map coloured blue. Joe Gounaile in your statment 
you did not trace you genealogy even mention your devil which discovered ROTA. 

Ezekiel Telefanageni you said that you did not agreed with word rtOTA but claim 
that parcel of land disputed is wi thin your land nalftely TOLA t ANGA. Again you also 
did l10t trace your genealoey before Court to be recorded and only claim TOLA' ANGA 
principal sacrifice place which spearline of it from ARA'ARO river to DI.i'lO creek 
both run down to sea coast. 

Ccurt sa\" LOUA CAVE were 30 people died, :F'OUANIU.£i'U GRAVE, NGA..1IOSIRAR.'l. tambu 
place, burned graves of GOUlUJ:IE people, Court did not accept them because it 
is North side of ARhORO river out side disputed urea, which Ezekiel Telefanageni 
did not dispute. 

At Ng:?rlkoferw tabu place. Joe Gounaile show tambu pla.ce but did not show any 
sacrifice alta:::', stones for cooking pie even eny bones to prove tho.t it is 
a sacrifice a1 tar. Joe Gounaile said that this place is belone to his PW1 
SAL.tl-tAUiU. P:J1 Sala.':1am'i s:::idthat his man died and buried there. 

Defendant Ezekiel Telefanageni said thD.t he agreed with PW1. This is our place, 
you born female to my tribe of TOLAANGA. DH1 HURUNIU (f) from NGADO}!)L4.El tribe 
married to BULOA begat SLfl;.\URI PW1 born female for TOLA' ANGA land. RURUNIU (f) 
authorised his husband BtiLOJ\ to buried his father GmI.FELE here, but GENH'ELE 
and sisters did not related to i<UHVNIU (f) female of TOLAt AWGA. Court prove' 
that Salamauri Pw1 is related to Ezekiel T. (defendant). Court find in the 
statment of DW1 mentioned that 2 tribes of ARUBE is WGlLA - OFlli'iA (f) married to 
Kv/ALOBULU t SALE T f!J{1.1}lJ:N.·\O and GIDEaq son of Plaintiff related to TOLA' Ar'lG,'.. land. 
Aocording to survey Court believe this connection must true. In fact Joe Gounaile 
also admitted. 
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At FOUSIAALA shark stone both parties claim the same stone even FOUKOLOKOLO for 
cooking for sharks. Joe said 5 sharks Joe said he cook the pig before giving 
to the sharks. Witness 1 Defendant said he killed the pig then give the uncooked 
pig to his shark. He also said hie man died they throw him into the sea and 
became shark. he call hiG name BAEKWAABU. Court asked Joe G. how was his shark 
originated. .ie said shark followed a ''!oman from GELA island who married to his 
man of Gounaile. 

Court did not believe what Joe said, according to our custom how we worship 
shark in our island (Mal:Jlta). Court eee DIFIO creek as both claim to be their 
spearline of the disputed area. Defendant Ezekiel T. show TOLAANGM.51 which his 
,eople come down to crnnp when finding crabs, sea shells and ehark feeding. 

Court find th;:,t Joe Gounaile did riot base your claim in the disputed area. He 
or Joe G. even claim properties out side the disputed area. In the disputed area 
or ROTA. Joe Gounaile did not show any principal sacrifice place as to qualify 
ROT A to be a parcel of land or tribal land apart from TOLA' fJ:'iGA land. Court also 
find that this name ROl'A is not spott~d in any map, even his map name ROTA is not 
located to show that it is customaI"J name. 

Court find that .l\J.ick KwaifionatJoe Gounaile's grandfather is only speaksman on 
beh?~f of the lcmdowners as he is only nan who can speak English in those days 
since 1920. Any documents sign in those days you should not claim as solid ground 
of ot-maring customoxy land Court believe Defendant Ezekiel Tclcfanageni and his 
3 witnesses for what they s~id in Court even whlt they show during survey. Is 
true because Ezekiel Telef;;.uta~eni still :1~ve 3 custom priest over TOLA I iltiGA land 
who still sacrifice pigs for shark DIF10 sore (basi) TOLA' ANGA LAND. 

D:OCI,..s1CN 

Court disqualify Joe Gounaile's claim of RorA L:tND. (;ourt upheld chiefs deeision. 
That Defendant Ezekiel Telefanageni i8 primary owner or TOLA' ANGA land. Tho.e 
who born of female to Esekiel Telefanageni tribe may have right to claim their 
rights according to our customs. 

Court confirm that the land is TOLI.'ANGt. l<md not RorA land as Joe Gounaile 
claim. 

R 0 A E 

Party do not satisfied may appeal wi thin 90 ckys as from today 21/9/90. Expiry 
date 21 Decer.:ber 1990. 

signatures; N. Oruwale 
'rofe 
\:. Ilaria 
P. Silas 

VIP 
cjM 
Cft! 
C/Clerk (M) 


