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IN THE I1ALAITA LOCAL COURT 

¥iliD CASE NO •• t.at97' ••• 

Name of Land in dIspute Q •• ~S~ 14Jl1( 0 ........ Q ........... 0.0 D Q ..................... .. 

. Name of Plaintiff: .... (1) 0 f~C:S ~~. Q ~~). !T~¥.?¥.~ .. .... D .. * .............. ~ 6. 

v. 

Name of De:fendant: ••• (1). ~~ .. ¥..~ .... $?),. .. Dm~ FP!4K!Jl. •• .................. ~ • . 

DECREE 
JUDGMENT: 

This Bosoma.e land dispute bas been referred to west Fataleka 

council of chieves already for six months. Wi thin that period, ohiefs 

settlement has not been reaohed due to the fact that both parties do not 

turn up .. 'As a result this land case is now logded before this court pursuant 

to section 8 D(1) (b) of the Local court (Amendment) Act 1985-

Pl~ntiff one (P1) JACK SANIImL and Plaintiff two (P2) JOSEPH 

SIJLD1AE.are plaintiffs before this court. Defendant one (D1) GABRIJ!1L LAUMANI 

and Defendant two (D2) DANIEL FANAKUI are defendants before this court. 

The ownership of Bosomae land is the issue before this court. 

In fact the real issue before this court is whether P2 Joseph Sulima€ has ::fI 
the right to sell Bosanae land being the rightful owner of LAGWAE LANGI 

customa.:r;t land. Bosomae parcel of la.nd is a land wi thin Lagwae 1allgi land.. 

D1 Gabriel La:uroa.ni plea and dispute that P2 Joseph Sulimae bas 

no right to sell Bosomae land. because he is not the rightful owner of' Lagwae 

Langi land. 

Full proceeding of this case ,had been done and the court heard 

all their re spec ti va claims and therefore is in B: position to come up with 

these following Finding/Judgment.-

(1) DISCOvmy 

(a) P2 Joseph Sulimae in his statement claimed that his ancestor 

was the first discoverer/founder of Lagwae La.ngi land. He stated that his 

ancestors stayed therethrough fmr generat~ons before P1 Gabriel LaUJD.ani 

arrived. 



<l) 
He stated that his discoverer/founder was GWATANGA who came from TAUWAO of 
Subea Langi, where he came and. established ULtAGWE as his first principal 
site and settlement in Lagwae Langi. 

During land gu:rvey/proof, P2 Sulimae showed to court Laliagwe 

principal site/settlement. He said that his ancestors did not offer sacrifice 

there and none of his ancestors have died and burried there. The court went 

in and. saw this Lalia.gwe principal taln si tel settlement', and therefore is 

satisfied that the discovered/founder of Lagwae La.ngi was GWATANGA and bis 

principal tabu site/settlement is LALIAG~ 

(b) D2 Gabriel Lauma.ni, on the other hand, stated. clearly in his 

statement that 'When his ancestor GWA,IGWAI TU'U (2) came to KWAIN"A'AREARE 

'Wi thin LAGWAE LANGI, there was a man already living in Lagwae Langi. In 

other words, he is not the discoverer/founder of La.gwae La.ngi land, as 

implied in his statement. There was already someone there at Lagwae La.ngi 

land when his ancestor Gwasgwai came. Actually this is a oonfomation of 
P2 sulimae's claim that his ancestor Gwata.nga. was the disooverer/founder 

of Lagwae Langi land. l3osomae parcel of lAnd is a land Within La.gwa.e Langi. 

Dlring land survey/proof D1 &: D2 a.dmi tted that La~ is the 

prinoipal tab.:!. si tel settlement and claimed that their two anoestors were 

blrried there. They were AlGlA.RABA and RAVRAU. Thet however did not show to 

court any rema.inings of human bones or aJJ31;hing else since they claimed. that 

their two ancestors were burried there, to satisfY" the court of their olaim. 

TheY fail miserably to proof to court anything of Lalia.gwe principal tabu 

si tel settlement. The court is therefore satisfied that the ancestors of 

D1 &: D2 are not the discoverer/founder of Lagwa.e La.ng:i land. 

(2) Gl!NIDIDGY 

(a) P2 Joseph Sulimae denies that D1 Gabriel I.aumani ever born 

related to him. PW2 Fredrick FA.U gave evidence that DDWlMA has a sister. 

He was however killed by his brother Dema.oma. 

(b) D1 Gabriel I.:unani claimed that he born female of Lagwae Langi 

through woman by the name of SIULI:roIA (f). He stated that he came and reaohed , 
Lagwa.e La;ngi during AlCWARAlUi time, the sixth generation of P2 Joseph Sulimae. 

In other words, he confom that Alom.ra.ra. is a true man of Lagwae Lang! land 

and this man belongs to Joseph Sulimae. The court tried to proof whether 
\ 

Gabriel Lamnanis claim that he born female to LagNae Langi is true or not. 

No witness gave evidence to support this. Court do not believe therefore that 

SIULIFOIA is a woman line of La.gwa.e La.ng:i.. 



(3) SACRIFICE/WORSEIP 

(a.) P2 Joseph Sulima.e statea that he has the following taw si tes:­

(1) LA.L!AGWE (2) IDUIA (3) .AIUBU (4) R.AB3AOA (5) FEREILAID (6) GWELABO 

(7) :roNOSANAOMELA (8) .A.l3UW (9) <YroSULUWE (10) ADAS.A.NE. Court believes 

that these are P2 Joseph Sulimae's taru sites and since 1>1 &. D2 did not dispute 

it, these tabu sites are rightfUl~ belongs to Joseph Sulimae. FUrther court , 
believe that P2 Joseph Sulimaes ancestor did sacrifices in WU'A sacrificial 

taw house. 

(b) D2 Gabriel Lanmani. claimed that he took over the priesthooil. 

of La.gwa.e Langi through the female SIULIJroIA. AI though it can be done, 

blt oourt believes th§t priesthoodship can be handed to anyone as the devil 

choses rut the ownership of Lagwae Langi is still vested in the discoverer/ 

founder which in this oaae,caurt is satisfied that mlATANGA is the discoverer! 

found.er of Lagwa.e Langi land. BUrthemore, the fact that 1>1 Gabriel Lauma.ni. 

claimed that he raise Lagwae La.ngi. sacrifice and then also in Lagwa.e Ano 

sacrifice show inconsistency acoording to custom. Court however believe that 

both P2 Sulimae and D1 Lauma:n:L's ancestor did sacrifice together in 

PONOSANAOMELA sacrificial taw house. 

(4) REW.ABDED AND OOLD PARCEL OF LAND WITHIN LAGWE :rpm: 

::;II (a) PW'1 PIUS ROFANA gave evidence in support that P2 SUlimaefs 

Ji ancestor9"lff.. GWANAOA land to him. PW2 FREDRI ex FAU gave evidence in su;pport 

that P2 Sulimae t s ancestor by the name of KIr.t:mULEJro gave JroRAE land to 

him. PW3 CI.J!XENT m:0LE3I gave evidence in support that P2 Sulimae ~ .. s ancestor 

gave KAN'AUSI land to him. PW4 DAVID RAINAO gave evidence in support; that P2 

Sulimae's ancestor by the name of UUGWARO gave AIX>KWAI land to him. PW5 

DAVID KABINI gave evidence in support that P2 Su1im.a.e's ancestor by the name 

of RONOlBURI gave GNALmANAO land to his ancestor KOSAGWE (f). "6 SDiON 

UFUNONI gave evidence in support; that he born female of P2 Joseph Sulimae t s 

line and he was g:i. van the land called GWIlXlWEDARI. 

(b) DW1 IX)MINIKO SURIOA and DW2 DEVE BADiANA did not at all gave 

evidenoe in support that D1 Gabriel Laumani ever did give a.ny parcel of lard 

to anybody. Court believe that only the owner of a land can give any parcel of his 

laIad to saneone. The fact that D1 Laumani did not do this show's that he is, 

not the owner of La.gwae Langi land. Moreover,his ancestors did not dispute 

P2 Sulimae's ancestors when they gave or sold these parcel of lands. 



(3) SACRIFICE/WORSEIP 

(a.) P2 Joseph Sulima.e state4 that he bas the following taru si tes:­

(1) LA.L!AGWE (2) IDUIA (3) AIUBU (4) RAB3AOA (5) FEREILAID (6) GWELABO 

(7) JroNOSANAOMELA (8) .A.BUW (9) Ol'QSULUWE (10) ADAS.A.NE. Court believes 

that these are P2 Joseph Sulimae's tam sites and since 1>1 &. D2 did not dispute 

it, these tabu sites are rightfUl~ belongs to Joseph Sulimae. FUrther court 
\ 

believe that P2 Joseph Sulimaes ancestor did sacrifices in WU'A sacrificial 

taw house. 

(b) D2 Gabriel Lauma.n1 claimed tbat he took over the priesthooil. 

of La.gwa.e Langi through the female SIULIFUIL AI though it can be done, 

blt court believes tb§t priesthoodsh1p can be handed to anyone as the devil 

choses rut the ownership of Lagwae La.ngi is still vested in the discoverer/ 

fcnmder which in this case,caurt is satisfied that OWATANGA is the discoverer! 

founder of Lagwae Langi land. JUrthemore, the fact that 1>1 Gabriel La:uma.ni 

claimed that he raise Lagwa.e La.ngi. sacrifice and then also in Laawae Ano 

sacrifice show inconsistency according to custom. Court however believe tbat 

both P2 Sulimae and D1 La:umanV s ancestor did sacrifice together in 

FUNOSANAOMELA sacrificial taw house. 

(4) REVlARDED AND SOLD PARCEL OF LAND WITHIN LAGWE LANOI 
T • 

::J/ (a) PW'1 PIUS ROFANA gave evidence in support that P2 SUlimaefs 

JI. ancestor.9"Iff- GWANAOA land to him.PH'2 FREDRIex FAU gave evidence in su,pport 

tbat P2 Sulimae' s ancestor by the name of KI~ gave FURAE land to 

him. PW3 c:tm:ENT m:0LE3I gave evidence in support that P2 Sulimae ~.' s ancestor 

gave N.ANAUSI land to him. PW4 DAVID RAINAO gave evidence in support that P2 

Sulimae l s ancestor by the name of UUGWARO gave .AIX>KWAI land to him. PW5 

DAVID KABINI gave evidence in support that P2 Sulimae's ancestor by the name 

of RONOlBURI gave GNALmANM> land to his ancestor KOSAGWE (f). "6 SJl(QN 

mu.N'ONI gave evidence in support that he born female of P2 Joseph Sulimae' s 

line and he lmS g:i. van the land called GWllIlWEDARI. 

(b) DW1 IOMINIKO SURIOA and DW2 DEVE BAllMANA did not at all gave 

evidence in support that D1 Gabriel Laumani ever did give aXJY parcel of lard 

to anybody. Court believe that o~ the owner of a land can give any parcel of his 

laad to saneone. The fact that D1 Laumani did not do this show's that he is, 

not the owner of Lagwae Langi land. Moreover,his ancestors did not dispute 

P2 Sulimae t s ancestors when they gave or sold these parcel of lands. 



DECISION 

( 1) P2 JOSEPH SULIM.AE has the prima.r,y right of ownership over LAGWAE 

LANGI land and so therefore he has tUll right to sell IDSOMAE Land. 

(2) D1 GABRIEL LAUMAN! has secondary right of ownership over LAGWAE 

LANGI land because his ancestor Gwaigwai came behind P2 Joseph Su.1imae's 

ancestor by the name of GWATANGA. 

(3) Appeal against part or whole of this decision to be done within 

three (3) months; effective as from 30/3/98 and to be lapsed on 29/6/98-
(4) D1 &. D2 to pay P1 &. P2' s court cost in the sum of $200.00, 

been for transport cost and court fee only. Pay within one month. 

R.O.A.E 

eourt Officials 

J.S.mcE V/p 
A.ADI elM 
I. ILIMANU elM 
H.lCALA e/e 

Dated thi s 30th day of Ma.roh 1998. 


