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IN THE ISABEL LOCAL COURT

SOLOMON ISLANDS

(N THE MATTER OF Kigors
BETWEEN: Hanhry vasulag

END: James Ugura

Sitling on 24 03 2014
Al Buala Station
lzabel Province

Rulmg. 25.63.2014

Qitorum.

Leshs Kikolo

Huge Manegegu
Jeseph Fonea
Frederick Pado Kana

Edmond Hagety

introduction:

Tre Case is abood tnbal wmadership that ates i Riyois 4o 380 @isinct ol isabe
Frovince. The leadership dispuie has gone through cluet hearing on 21% Seplembe
2013 at Tatamba by the Tatamba ward House of Chiefs whick ils determination was
~ade an 177 Sctober 2012 Beth paries cdlam Radershin a2 ~ho shaould have the
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determination was made on 17" October 2013. Both parties clain® Inadership as who
should have the right ta stand on ther tribe s behalf concerning r.L:w omary fand.

lssues:

The wssue hefore this courl is whelher or not it has jurisdicion to determine
leadership of a tribe,

Findings:

The Court found through the documents availabte on the file that upon filing case to
the Local Court, the Plaintiff produced Unaccepted Settiement “crm as required in .
Section 12 (2} of the Local Court Act Amendment (CAP 19Y 195 and along with the
Written Statement pursuant to Section 12 (31 a. b. of the Local ( .t Act Amendment
(CAP 18) 1985.

Upon the Written Statement setting out the extent to which the decision made by the
chiefs is not acceptable and the reasons for not accepling the =z sisian, the plaintiff
stated their reasons which the Local Court has no power to deal »h this issue.

Through preliminary bearing of issues plaintiff tendered docments including a
Perpetual Registration document, Such imply that the Local Court has no jurisdiction
to hear registerad land but customary land.

Rule/i.aw Apply:

7 In the matter of leadership dispute of Kolosori-Pirega Land, ther2 s no fule or law

stipulated in the L.ocal Court Act hence does not affect the purpos 2 of Sections 11 to
14 of the said Act, since those Sections of the Act only me-ten disputes over
cusiomary land. This court has no jurisdiction to hear tribal leacers hip 1ssue

Analysis:

After hearing and considering both verbal and wntten statemen: of parties the Count
undersland the nature of dispute thus has no Jurisdiction 10 further hear and make
its judgment inta the matter, The appropnate body 1o determica nbal leadership of
any tribe would be the tripal members of a paruicular clan or tribe, as such the Loca!
Court consider traditional importance of our local customs and vt rule otherwise




Conflict of leadership dispute in the tribe must go back io tre nbat members {0
resoive their conflicts, according to the Isabel Custem.

Conclusion:

Having considered the above discussions the isabel Local Court "1ake the following
; orders, ‘

Orders
: 1, Currenit application of piaintiff is strike ou.
: 2. Costs to be borne by parties

Right of Appeal is three (3) manths from date these arders made.
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