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EMERGENCY POWERS ACT (Cap. 11) 

As in force at: 1 March 1996 

1 Short title 

This Act may be cited as the Emergency Powers Act. 

2 Regulations 

The Governor-General may make such regulations as appear to him 
to be reasonably justifiable for the purpose of dealing with the 
situation that exists in Solomon Islands during any period: 

(a) when Solomon Islands is at war; or 

(b) when there is in force a declaration made under section 16 of 
the Constitution that a state of public emergency exists. 

3 Further provision concerning regulations 

Without prejudice to the generality of section 2 but subject to the 
conditions contained therein, regulations made under that section 
may: 

(a) make provision for the detention or restriction of persons and 
the deportation and exclusion of persons from Solomon Islands; 

(b) authorise: 

(i) the taking of possession or control, on behalf of the 
Government, of any property or undertaking; 

(ii) the acquisition, on behalf of the Government, of any 
property other than land; 

(c) authorise the entering and search of any premises; 

(d) make provision for the prohibition, restriction and control of 
assemblies; 
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(e) make provision for the payment of compensation and 
remuneration to persons affected by the regulations; 

(f) make provision for the apprehension and trial of persons 
offending against the regulations and for penalties; 

(g) make provision for suspending the operation of, or for 
amending, any law; 

(h) make provision for empowering such authorities and persons 
as may be specified in the regulations to make orders and rules 
for any of the purposes for which regulations may be made; 

(i) make provision for the delegation and transfer of powers and 
duties conferred or imposed by or under the regulations; 

(j) provide for charging, in respect of the grant or issue of any 
licence, permit, certificate or other document for the purposes 
of the regulations, such fee as may be prescribed by or under 
the regulations; and 

(k) contain such other incidental and supplementary provisions as 
appear to the Governor-General to be necessary or desirable 
for the purposes of such regulations. 

4 Application and effect of regulations 

 (1) Regulations made under section 2 may be made to apply to Solomon 
Islands as a whole or to any part thereof. 

 (2) Any regulation made under section 2, or any rule or order made 
thereunder, shall have effect notwithstanding anything inconsistent 
therewith in any law, and, to the extent of the inconsistency, the law 
shall have no effect so long as the regulation, rule or order remains 
in force. 

 (3) Section 16(8) of the Constitution applies where a person is detained 
pursuant to a regulation made under section 2. 

5 Proof of documents 

Every document purporting to be a regulation made under this Act, 
or any order, rule, licence, permit, certificate, direction, authority or 
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other document purporting to be made, granted or issued by the 
Governor-General or any other authority or person in pursuance of 
any such regulation, and purporting to be signed by or on behalf of 
the Governor-General or such other authority or person, shall be 
received in evidence and shall, until the contrary is proved, be 
deemed to have been made, granted or issued by the Governor-
General or, as the case may be, the other authority or person. 
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ENDNOTES 

 
1 KEY 
 
amd = amended Pt = Part 
Ch = Chapter rem = remainder 
Div = Division renum = renumbered 
exp = expires/expired rep = repealed 
GN = Gazette Notice Sch = Schedule 
hdg = heading Sdiv = Subdivision 
ins = inserted SIG = Solomon Islands Gazette 
lt = long title st = short title 
LN = Legal Notice sub = substituted 
nc = not commenced  

 
NOTE 
This Reprint comprises the Act and amendments as in force on 1 March 1996 
and published as Chapter 11 of the Revised Edition of the Laws of Solomon 
Islands. 

2 LIST OF LEGISLATION 

Emergency Powers Act (Cap. 11) 
Constituent legislation: 3 of 1978 (Commenced 7 July 1978) 

3 LIST OF AMENDMENTS 
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