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IN THE TANNA ISLAND COURT 

OF THE REPUBLIC OF VANUATU 
Sitting at Isangel 

Civil Case No.2431 of 2016 

Before: Justice George Nipiko 

Justice Jp celyne Usua 

Justice Lomai 

Clerk: Blandine Tepi 

BETWEEN: Romarick NATMENING 

Plaintiff 

AND: Charley NANGAU 

Defendant 

JUDGMENT 

IN THE MATTER OF: DISPUTE OF CUSTOMARY RIGHT OWNERSHIP OF NAME OF 

NATMENING AND NANGAU 

Case ia ikat two parties we tufala iclaim custom right Onaship long Name we oli 
refer long hem olsem "Natmening mo Nangau". 

Clerk blong Tanna Island Court hemi bin listem case number 2423 of 201.6 blong 
court hemi bin sitdaon mo hearem long Wednesday 31. st August 201.6 long 9.00 
o'clock long morning mo hemi completem. 

Tanna Island Court hemi kat prouve se tufala parties ia ibin receivem notice 
blong hearing mo tufala I appear inside long court. 



LA WS MO ACCEPTED KASTOM RULE WE ISTAP LONG TANNA . 

1. Section 10 blong Island Court Act Cap 167 application of customary Jaw. 
"Subject to the provision of the Act and island court shall administer the 
customary law prevailing within the territorial jurisdiction of the court so 
far as the same is not in comflkt with any written law and is not contrary to 
justice norality and good order. 

2. Custormary Right hemi inheritem true long Patrilinial system, from father 
to son: 

3. Kamep or last surviving bloodline. (Women hemi save inheritem customary 
right from father where hemi only survivor) 

4. Adoption: Adopted pikinini long custom hemi save inheritem customary 
right{Adoption hemi must follem bloodline) 

Kot hemi kivemaot olgeta findings blong hem blong mekem declaration. Hemia 
nao hemi full Judgment blong case ia. 

1. SACKRAON SlaNG ROMARICK NATMENII"G - CLAIMANT 

Claimant Romarick Natmening hemi filem claim blong hem long Tanna Island 

Court se hemi kat full customary right ownership long name Natmening. 

2. SACKRAON SLONG CHARLEY NAUGAU - DEFENDANT 

After we Defendant Charley Naugau hemi receivem claim blong Plaintiff Romarick 
Natmening Defendant hemi filem Counter-Claim blong hem long Tanna Island 
Court se hemi kat full customary right ownership long name Nangau. 



SHORT KASTOM HISTRY SlONG ROMARICK NATMENING 

Romarick Natmening wife blong hem loa Adelle mo tufala I live long Sawene 
. Tribe mo Nakamal hemi lenakmalen rno tufala ikat olgeta pikinini ia: Yaken 

Noanasisw, Naupat lalo Tom, lalimauk Matha, NaJin lokalifa Raphael mo Tae 
Edgar. 

Yaken Noanasisw wife blong hem Ipai Stephani mo tufala ikat 2 pikinini ia: Johnny 
Naklipin rno Douglas. • 

SHORT KASTOM HISTRY SLONG CHARLEY NAUGAU 

Charley Naugau wife blong hem Nupupo Marie Assumpta mo tufala I live long 
Sawene Tribe mo Nakamal hemi loomekawan rno village hemi lonapuk mo tufala 
ikat olgeta pikinini ia: Martine Tess, Kawia Apen, Florence Nimanepen, Jack 
Jerome, lop Sasant, Vanessa, Adeline, Junior Charley Nangao. 

Kawia Apen wife blong hem Celina Nako mo tufala ikat: Napuat, Nemanepen rno 
lokawaiu. 

FINDING 

After long hearing blong case ia: 

Court hemi finem se histry we ikam long Romarick Natrnening wif~ blong hem Loa 
Adelle mo tufala ikat olgeta pikinini ia: Yaken Noanassis, Napuat lelo, lalimauk 
Martha, NaJin lokalifa Raphael mo Tae Edgar wan custom histry or wan kastom 
basket. 

Court hemi finem se histry we ikam long Charley Naugau wife blong hem Marie 
Assumpta rno tufala ikat olgeta pikinini ia: Martin Tes, Florence Nemanepen, 
Kawia Apen, Jerome, Lop Sasen, Vanessa, Adeline rno Junior Charley Naugau. 
Wan custom histry or wan kastom basket. 



7 
DECLARATION: 

Tanna Island Court hemi declarem Plaintiff Romarick Natmening customary Right 
Ownership long Name ia Natmening. Follem 01 descendants blong Romarick 
Natmening kam kasem today we Nakamal blong hem hemi lenakmelen, village 
hemi leniwer mo Sawene Tribe. 

Tanna Island Court hemi declarem Defendant Charley Nangau customary Right 
Ownership long Name ia Naugau. Follem 01 descendants blong Chaley Nangau 
kam kasem today we Nakamal blong hem hemi loomekawan, Village blong hem 
hemi lonapuk mo Sawene Tribe. 

After long declaration ia court hemi mekem Order: 

Romarick Natmening mo Charley Nangau custom respect imas stap betwin 
yutufala mo 01 relatives Nakamal we ali· bin putum yutufala wetem 01 custOI'D 

road. 

1. Wan wan party I meetim own cost blong hem. 
2. Tufala parties ikat 30 days blong appear againsem decision. 

Dated at lsangel 31st August 2016. 

. 81-1P. __ ............................ k 
Justice Jocelyne Usua Justice George Nipiko Justice William lomai 

4. 
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