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LTEFEIDANT

J‘Jro.ktecu.tor Versus Nepieel Gealues, Recrulter
and .
Avgustin Costant,
Recruiter,

13

IJERATIG. The 44L June 1912,
CUARGED WITH iaving committed abreach of

Article IXXIII of tlie Convention of the 20%th QOctober 1506.

The year one ithousand nine hundred and twelve, and- the’
fourilh: day of June, the Joint Court comvosed of %he Count of
Yuena Esyeranza, Drequenu, G.G.Alexander, British'Judge'and
J. Colonna, ¥rench uudbe. * ) '

In t&e presence of the Covnt of Andino, Public Prosecutor'
C.W.il.Beugel, Registrar, holding the ypen,

Sitting in correctional cases, pronounced the following
Judgrent without appezl of 1ncomneuencx. - S

y TEHE JOINT COURT g .

After having heard tie rading of the docu:ents in ‘the file of
the case, and after lovwnL neard the defence of tie accused
through the intermediary of II. lzge, their advochte, denyling the
Jarlsdictlon of the Joint Court in regard to tie deeds with
vhich they are charged; .
v“ereas owing to tiie proceedings of +le Public FProsecutor of
ire Joint Court, Raphael Galmes and Augustin Costant have "been
'rOUbA+ before thil uurlsalcuwon for bavwn glllecally recruited |
&t Saramet, Jzlek [Tew Ilebrides) tI& said Trecruiting’ hav1ng'“
Leen carried oubt om tile 14th Aug us~ 1911,
WLereas,ﬁx however, from the trial, and tiie evidence of the
witnesses for the prosecution it follows that the recruilting
in question was carried out by greans of tireats under conditions
&nd as tlie sicnﬂtures, crosses or finger- wrints, affixed by
ti:e natives thus recruited, were obtained Ty the above-named ‘
recruiters by tle aid of pressure, statements or lying promises,
end as the Joint ,Covrt thus finds itself, in this case, which
is svbriitted to _t for judgemnt, in the presence of criminal .
Geeds vwhich do not constitute ordinary infractions of the - '
Convention and consequently inhe parties in the suif come within
thie national jurisdiction; and therefore therexx 1s occasion
ot the requcst sf Gelne Costant, and of their advocate, for
tiie Couxrt to decling Jurlsd*ct on.in regard to tiiese ‘deeds and
vo refer the parties to the jurisdiction zble to feal with
them; . '
Yereas, however, Galmes and Costant have been charged with
an infraction, the formér with having recruited tie native Cirls,
Laininl and Tabouselle, and tlhe latter with Having recruited ~
the native irl Lonbonbtoue, in toth cases without the authors™
isation of tiie persons designated in Article XXXIII of the

Convention,

¢




And vhereas this- -ALIuCthH cannot, accorulnb to tie provisions
of Article XII (5) of the Convenition te brou,ht before tue
national jurisdiction, it should Le Judged vy the Joint Court.

Therefore cdecldes upon tie plea raised znd of its

ownl accord:

that it is not within its Jurisdicvlon to deal w1th the

.

ciiarged or mh*cn are ralsed a’alnst tnem':

-~

points to t“e natical Jurlsd’ctlon retalns the

and by Costant of tlie native Lonbooooge, and that upon thls

last head, the ftrilal shall continue at orice, 80 that the Publlcv
Prosecutor may state “15 c’aim and so ULat the defendants mag

Costs reserved.

Tiws made, judged, -and pronounced in.dpen Court
witilout appeal, tlie day, wmonth, .and year above-
mensvloned, and signed by tue Count of Buena -
E5ueranaa, President; G.G.Alexander, British
Judge; J. Colonua, IFrench Judge; .C.W.i.Beugel,
Registrar. . *
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