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Juilgment NO. (~) 1.5 {, 
JOHrr COTTRrr OF TIrE l1E''J mBRIDRS 
, 

1~Jlis Thirtieth dn:r of Hay in the year One 
thousann Nine hundred and Fifty six. 

Before Their lIonoUl's 

M.i!iORRISON 
p.COMTFr 

British Jndge ) 
Fl'(mch Jud~'e ) 

Prosidents 

and, L. BAIE8TO'!J , Assessor 

anel, Ivlessrs. J. 8'rFrGLER, 
R.HARBULOT, 
K.14ATHESOn, 
H. mJSSET, 

Business EmJ:lloyee, 
tlnnagol' , 
Plonter, 
Planter, 

British Gubj oct 
French citizen 
British subject 
French ci ti,';en 

Mr.CHALLONS ofl'iciflted as P1fhlic Pror;cclltor "ad hoc" 

and~ M.PU,TOL, Fati ve Ac1vocate, allDeo.l'ed on behalf of the 

Accused - '.rASSITII of "F~mua VillaC';e, Efate• 

The accused was clWl'ged that he on the lOth \ .. '. 
AJ:lrU ,1956 maliciously ..£:.'l!2.§.£L~..2Qj).,tlLJ~.f.,One.KALPAT,. . 
of Emua at the village of Bnma by ae1m:Lnistol'ing poison. 
The Ar:,8CSCloro Vierc ';1,!11)ointccJ. under the provisions of 
tho Convention of 6th August ,191J.1 after right of challenge 
was given personally to the acc~sed. 

Aft.er the eviclonce of VIi tncss8S had l)een taken 
and the Native Advocate had o.c1'1roosec1 the Court with the 
assistance of the ASGGssors the Oourt then considered 
ito ver(}ict the ,\sr.:essoro l)8in[,; eonsuJ.teel on the Ouc[-~tion 
of puniDhment. The COU1,t then c1clivcrod the foliowing 

Judgment :-

The Aeeused is charged that he on the lOth of 
April, 1956 maliciouslY canseLl the (1ent11 of one KALPAT 
of F,mua ntthe vilJagc 0:2 l~;lUfJ. by aOmlnistel'ing poison. 

The Accused p1c[l(led (~F'CL'[1y but in view of the 
seriousncss of t110 offence anll. the ])os8 i.bili t~f of the 
native mind miSlmder8t['r.din[~he offect of such plea 
the Cmu't rejected the plea and put the prosecution to 
proof of the offence. 

The evidence disclosed that the accused had 
some time previously obtained weedkiJler from the garage 
of ~.i.Pel'rcimet without the conr·'cnt of M.pcrrdmet. This 
was after uc:eimlf3 (1:is1)uteH had arlnon 1Jetween the accHs'Jd 
and his vdfe wll i.ell ha~t caused the British DV:;tpict AGent, 
Central District No.2 to lJe advised and had 1'ooul ted in 
pl'oceedillgfJ l)l':in~t.aken nGainflt the accused. The wife 
of the accused 18 tlw only child o:f l(nll'at. She and 
her :foul' children have ha<'l to depenc1 mainl:y for thetr 
support on Kalpat. The acet1f3ocl, 'I:ho belongs t.o the 
village of Pele has been I)Povided wi tll l:mcl, by Kal:pat 
and 11::1.8 1i vod in tho vi 110.£2:0 of hi G Vlife and her father. 
rrhe accused 81)1')OR1'8 to 1)0 of 11 :,'oving dis'postion often 
leavinp; his vflfo nnd chl1dJ'on. It. is natuI'ul in such 
circ"mE1t.~lllces that the ]!'ather should in extreme cases 
t[111:e tho }"'l1't of 11 is rJO,ughtcr. Prom t.he evidence the 
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daughter and her fllthel' a:o;;>em' to have been shamefully 
treated by theaccused.. The evi(lence as to thf) adminis-
terinG of poison is clear. Tl10 accused obtained from 
his yo un.::; son a cup of tea intended for Kalpat, poured 
some weGel. ldller containin~ D.l'sonic into tho tea and gave 
the CUI' of tGH to Kalpat. Kalpat after drinking the tea 
cont81ni ns poison bOC8me violently ill and later (Ued. 
']~he remainder of thc pOison vras thl'ovm I'fmy by tho accused 
and all evidence hf'\s c1il3apTleal'eCl. Mc,Ucn.l eviaence (1is-
closes tlw.t eontento of tll'C Gtomach and of the colon 
contain arsenic anD f'luia exuding from the mouth sent 
for analysis alno conted ns al'senic. The deceased. apl,e8.ps 
to ha'Ie suffered terribly before death which tool>;: place 
about 22 hOU1'S after the drink Has taken. ']'ho accusctl 
at first den:led that he had administered poison but later 
in a statement r!lQcle to the British Commandant of Polioe 
aClm-.i.ttcd administering the poison. In his evidence and 
in the sta.tementrnade to the police he trier1 to SUppOl~t 
hi8 action b~r alleging seriOUS qlHll'l'elG lJctween himself' 
on the one part and Knlpat ancl his o.aughter on the other. 
Tho Court 1s 1311tisflod that {-,hero ViCre serious qnarrels 
lmt that these Quarrels all arose from the wicl>;:ed and 
oppresfJive co ndtlct of thQfwcUSGd. The accused F.l.lire ars 
to have made nse of' his vdfe and her father when it sui ted 
him and oppressed them continuously. 

Tho J\ccusnrl is convicted and sentenoo(l to 
Fifteen(15) years impl'isonment • 

French Judge. Bri tish ,Tudge. 

Acting Registral~. 
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