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JOINT COURT OF TIE MW7 JTEPRIDES

’

mhis Thirtieth dny of May in the year One
thousand Nine hundred and Fifty sixe

pefore Thelr lonours -

M, MORRISON British Judge iy g
P, COMTE French Judee Prosidents
and, L.BAIRBTOW, Assessor

and, MessrSe J.STRGLER, DBusiness Employee, British subject
R, HARBULOT, Ilnnager, French citizen
K.MATHESON, Planter, British subject

H,RUSTET, Planter, French citlzen

Mr.CHALLONS officiated as public Prosecutor tad hoce"
and, M.PUJOL, Tative Advocate, apveared on behalf of the

Accused - TASSIRI of Fmua Village, Efates

The accuaed was charged that he on the 10th
April,1956 malicious1yxggg§ggkﬁggmgga$nwgﬂwoneUKALPAIM
of Emus at the village af Tmua by administering polson.
The AsSesnors wWere appointed under the provisions of
the Gonvention of 6th August,191h after right of challenge
was glven personally to the accnsede

After the evidence of witnesses had bheen taken
and the Native Advocate had addressed the Court with the
asnistance of the Ascessors the Court then considered
itg verdict the Assessors heing consulted on the ocuestion
of punishments The Court then Aelivered the following
Judgment -

The Accused is charged that he on the 10th of
April, 1956 mallciously caused the death of one KALPAT
of wmua at the villags ol Thaua by administering poison.

The Accused plcaded AUTLTY but in view of the
seriousness of the offence and the possibility of the
native mind misunaerstendingthe efTect of such plea
the Court rejected the plea and put the prosecutlon to
proof of tie orfencacs

The evidence disclosed that the accused had
some time previously obtained weedkiller from the garage
of M.Perréonet without the consent of Me.Porrdnet. This
was afler serious Aisrubes had arisen hetween the accusad
and his wife which had coused the pritish nistrict Agent,
central District No.2 to be advised and had resulted in
proceedings heingtaken acgainst the accused. The wife
of the accused is the only =hild of Kolnate ghe and
her four children have had to depend mainly for their
support on Kalpate The accused, who belongs to the
village of Pele has been provided with land by Kalpatb
and has lived in the village of hig wife and her Tabther.
The accused apnears to he of a roving dispostion often
leaving his wlfe and childrene T+ is natural in such
cipematances that the wather should in extreme cases
take the part of his Jaughters Prom the evidence the
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daughter and her father avpear to have been shamefully
treated by theaccused. The evidence ag to the adminis-
tering of poilson 1s clears The accused obtained from
his young son a cup of tea intended for Kalpat, poured
some weed killer containing arsenic into the tea and gave
the cun of tea to Kalpat. Kalpat after drinking the tea
containing poison bhecame violently 111 and later died.
The remainder of the poison was thrown awoy by the accused
and all evidence has disapneareds Medical evidence dis-—
closes thol contents of the gtomach and of the colon
contain arsenic and fluld exuding from the mouth sent

for analysis also contains arsenic. The deceased appears
to have suffered terrihly before death which took place
about 22 hours after the drink was taken. The accused
at Piret denied thet he had adninistered poison but later
in a statement made to the British Commandent of Police
admitted administering the poison. In his evidence and
in the statementmade to the police he tried to support
his action by alleging serious guarrels hetween himself
on the one part and Kalpat and his daupghter on the other.
The Court is satisfled that there were serious guarrels
hut that these ouarrels all arose Trom the wicked and
oppressive w nduct of thehccuseds The accused aprears

to have made use of his wife and hew father when 1t sulted
him and oppressed them continuouslye

The Accused is convicted and sentenced to
Fifteen(lB) vears imprisonment.
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Acting Registrar.






