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JUDGMENT No.(A) 3/66 
of 5th April, 1966 

JOINT COURT OF TIlli NEW llEBRIDES 

CONDOMINIUM v. WILLIE KENNETH of N'GUNA, 
residing at MALAPOA 

The accused, WILLIE IillNNE'fII, was charged that 

1) 011 or about the 1st November, 1965 ill the quarter of 
Vila known as Number Two he stole ~. 3. O. O. the 
property of Charlie of tJ' G\Ul~d 

2) on the night of the 6th November, 1965 in the quarter 
of Vila known as "Numbor Two" he s to!.!':. £4. o. O. the 
property of Donald Berthy of N'Gnna 

aUll to these charges he pleaded guilty. 

The Court was told llY the ,Public Prosecutor that the accused 
was seen taking the money belon~ing' to Charlie of Nt Guna. The 
Public Prosecutor also toltl the Court that Donald Derthy 011 the 
lli~ht of the 6th November, 1965 placed £.)\5 under his pillow in his 
bedroom 1mt, as there was n pal'ty in hio rooDl, he went to sleep 
elsewhere. On his return he discovered £A.3 wlla missing. Donnhl 
thcu wcn t to WR8h himae If I caving ~:A2 011 the top of a radio nnd on 
his wny back to the !'oom he founil. the accused loitering in the 
:v:i ciniLy aud ~A.I gone. '1'he aeens ell when challenged 11y Donald 
with having t.al{en the money at first dcniecl:it lmt luter admitted 
having done 130. When nrreoLed he u{u!li tted bot.h offences. 

At the time of committing the offences the accused had 
no previous convictions. 

Uaitre de Preville,Act.ing Hative A{lvocate, said that this 
was typical New IIebrideall behaviour in that they consider themselves 
members of the SllltiC fami ly /lnll therefore see no wrong in taking what 
is, in their opinion, the propert.y of a member of the fnmily. lIe 
fUl'ther added that the accused intendetl to borrow money to go to a 
Kermcsse but his comrades were absent. 

Thc Court convicts the accnsc{l and sentences him to one 
month's imprisonment to date from the conviction. 

The accused will be remanded in custody pending the decision 
of Theil' IIol10urs the ll.esident Commissioners on the sentence, to be 
released if the decision is nOL forthcoming within the said month. 

DATFJ> at Vila this 5th day of April, 1966 .j. 
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JOINT COUHT OF THE NBlv HEBRtDES 
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