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JUDGMENT NO. (A) 19/67 
of 24th November, 1967 

JOINT COURT OF THE NF.W IIF.BRIDES 

CONDOMINIUM v. GEORGE MARAKIA 0 f FILA 

JUDGMENT 

The accused was charged with havina on the 21st 
September, 1967 on the island of Efate, stolen a canoe, 
the property of one Jeffery Gale. The~ evidence 
against the accused was that of Sgt. Norman, who found 
the canoe in the accused's possession. Fromfue be-
ginning and thronghout, the accu!led maintainlld that he 
found the canoe drifting at the edge of the sea at a 
place where he usually kept a canoe of his own, and that 
he salvaged it. He said that he took the canoe to go to 
Fila isl~nd on two occasions, but that it was his inten­
tion to bring it to the police. In fact, he said, on 
the morning that Sgt. Normfln came to see him about the 
canoe he heard from his sister that a cano~ was miRsng 
and was beinn; Bouf(ht and that he intended, at the time 
of Sgt. Norman's arrival, to brjn~ the canoe to the police 
station. lIe emphasi!lod th/lt it was the arrival of the 
Sergeant that prevented him from fulfilling his intention. 

No evidence was presented by the Prosecution that 
would compel the Court to the conclusiontKiit-·tlie"acc~sed 
had removed t~e canoe from the plnce above the high-water 
mark where it had been l.,ft by Mr. G"le, and the storv of 
the accused th'lt- he found the cat'loe and had the intention 
of handinr: it over to the police might well be true, even 
thongh the Court were reluctant to believe it. In these 
circum!ltances the prosecution hos failpd tn establish be­
yond doubt the guilt of the accused, andAaccordingly he is 
acquitted. 

DATED at Vila, the 24th day of November, 1967./. 

Frenc h Jud ge L -~ Bri tish Judge 
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JUDGMENT No. (A) 19/67 
of 24th November, 1967 

JOINT COURT Oli' TIIP. NEW HP.BRIDES 

CRUIINH JURISDICTION 

CONDOMINIUM v. GEORGE lIARAKIA of FILA 

FEES due to Mr. O. HONEGGER, Ba! liff, residinr.: at Vila. 

SUMMONS TO ACCUSED 

Originll1 
Copy (1) 
Transport 

SUMMONS TO WITNESS 

Originlll 
Copy (1) 
Tr!\nsport 

£S. O. 4. 6 
9 

14. 0 

£S. 19. 3 

£S. O. 3. 0 
9 

£S. 3. \) 

£S. 19. 3 

£S.!.. __ ..::3;..!. • ...::;.9 

£S. 1. 3. 0 

ONE POUND AND TlffiEE SHILLINGS STERLING ./. 

VILA, 24th November, 1967. 
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E. BUTERI, RegiRtrar 
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