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NEl,v H313HID3S COPlJ0l1IlHUI,1 

JOIrH 1\,::GULATIOIJ 

TO PROVIDE for the appointment, powers and functions c.f 
tho Council of Minister.s and of its mombcrs. 

MADE by the Hi~h Commissioners under the provisions of 
Articles 2 and 7 of the Anelo-French Protocol of 1914 
and Article 37 of the Schedule to tho Exchan~e of Notes 
of 15th September 1977 after consultation ~ith the 
Representative Assembly. 

10 A Council of rhnisters is hcreb-r establishc(~ 
for the New Hcbridpc. 

The Council of Ministers shall consist of a 
Chief Minister and other members who shall have the 
title of Minister. 

3. (1) The Chief Minister shall be elected by 
the Representative Assembly from amon[st its membors ~r 

frolll outside the Assembly wi thin the fourteen dnys ne:~t 

followin~ the op~nin~ of the first session of the 
A..S8 umbly 0 

(2) No candidature in an election for Chief 
Minister shall be valid unless it is supported by at 
least five members of the Assembly and is lod~ed with 
the Chairman of the ~ssembly not later than the day 
immediately precedinl': th~ clay fixed by the Chairman for 
votinr,. 

(3) The candidato who in tho election obtains 
the votes of an absolute majority of the members of th0 
Assembly shall be elect8d Chief Minister. If nfter 

hlO ballots no cc.ndidate has obtained tho votes of su(:11 
an absolute majority, a third ballot shall be held in 
which the candidate who obtains a simple ~~ority 
shall be elected Chief Minister. In tho event of ~n 
equality of votes between the candidates who hoad 
the third ballot, the other candidates shall be 
eliminated, and J further ballot or ballots shall be 
held until one candidate obtB~ns a majority of tho votoc' 
cast. 

(4) Votinrr, shall b8 by secret ballot, in \-Thich 
each member of the Assem~ly shall 'personally have one 
vote. 

(,~) ~}i thin .seven days of his election, the 
Chief Minister sh~ll appoint the other members of the 
Council of l-linisten~, from umoncst the J71embers of tho 
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Ass embly or from o!l tsi do the Assemb 1:1, who shall take 
up their duties forthwith. The Chief Minister mo.y 
clismis,- nny M;n;Dt01"o 

(6) (a) No person shall be elected as 
Chief Minister or appointed as a Minister unless he 
is qualified to vote in olections to the Assembly 
a~d has attained the ace of 25 years. 

(b) The Chief Minister and the Ministers 
shall each be required to make the declarations 
provided for in Order 8 (b) cf the Standin~ Orders of 
the Representative Assembly. 

(c) No person who is not a member of the 
Assembly shall be appointed a Minister unless he is 
qualjfied to stand as a candidate for election to the 
Assembly. 

(d) No expatriate person who durinc the 
immediately preceding five years has been an employee 
or officer in the British or French National Service 
in the New Hebrides shall bo qualified to be a member 
of the Council of Ministers. 

(0) The Resident Commissioners may by 
Joint Rules provide for other disqualifications for 
election or appointm8nt as a member of the Council of 
Hinisters. 

(7) The members of the Council of Ministers 
who are members of the Representative Assembly shall 
retain their right te vote in the Assembly. 

4. The Chairman of the Represento.tive Assembly 
shall im~ediDtcly notify the Resident Commissioners 
of the result of the dection of the Chief Minister, 
which they shall causo to be pUblished in the Condominium 
Gazette. 

50 (1) If-at any time the Rcpresent~tive Assembly 
passes a motion of no confidence in the Council of 
Ministers the Chief Minister shall forthwith submit 
his resignation to the Resident Commissioners. 

(2) No motion of no confidence shall be voted 
on in the Assembly unless it is si~ned by at least one­
quartt~r of the members of the Assembly. 

(3) No motion of no confidence shall be 
passed unless, more than 48 hours after being tabled, 
it is rupported by the votes of an absolute majority 
of the members of th0 Assembly. If a vote is not 
taken within one week of its beine tabled, the motion 
of no confidence shall be deemod to have lapsed~ 
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6. The Chief Minister shall continue in 
office throughout the life of the Assembly which 
elected him or until tho.t Assembly pass0s 0. vote of n0 
confidence or until he resii~ns for any other reason. 
Tho resiBnation of the Chief Minister shall entail the 
tosi~nution of 0.11 the other Ministers. The Chnirmo.n of 
the Roprescntvtivo Assembly shall immediately notify 
the Resident Commissioner3 of such resicn~ion, which 
they shall cause to be published in the Condominium 
Gazette. 

(2) ~ new Chief Minister shall be elected 
durinB the frJUrtoen days next followinG the rcsi[,;no.tion 
of his predecessor. If necessary the Represontqtive 
Assembly shall be convened in Extraordinary Session 
for this purpose o.nd the time limit for the election 
of a new Chief Minister shall then be extended to one 
month. 

(3) The Council of Ministers shall continue 
to denl with routine business until the appointment of 
~ new Council of Ministerso 

(4) In the event of the death of the Chief 
Minister or other serious impediment the Resident 
Commissioners sho.ll appoint from o.moncst the members 
of the Council of Ministers o.n actinc Chief Minister 
who shall be responsible for dealinc with routine 
business pending the election by the Assembly of a new 
Chi e f l''iini s t er 0 

PART II - RULES OF PROCEDURE 

7. The Council of Ministers shall normally maet 
ut Port Vilo.. It mo.y fix anothe~ place for certain 
sittinr,s" 

8. (1) Tho Council of Ministers shall be convened 
to meet nt least once a week by the Chief Minister 
who shall draw up the Asendo., which shull includo 
any matter required to be included by an absolute 
majority of the members of tho Council of Ministers 
or by the two Resident Commissioners. 

(2) The Secretariat and upkeep of rocords of 
the Council of Ministers shall be the responsibility 
of the Chief Minister. 

(3) 
the necesso.ry 
of Ninistors. 

The Representative Assembly shall vote 
funds for the operation of the Council 

9. The Resident Commissioners shall have the 
riGht to o.ttend meetincs of the Councild Ministers. 
They may be represented by their deputies. They 
shall have tho ri~ht to speak but not to vote. 
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10. The Council of Ministers Ghall take its 
decisions in the presence of the b~o ~csident Commissionero 
or their deputies and \~hGn a majori ty of the MinisterG 
is present at the meetin[:. The Resident Commissioners 
may by Joint DeciGio;l annul any decision taken \"here 
those conditions are not compliud with. The decisions 
of the Council of Ministers shall be taken by a najority 
of mcmber~ present. In the event of an equal numbur of 
votes the Chief Minister shull have a castine vote. 

11. (1) MeetinG'S of the Council of Ministers 
shall not be open to the public 0 Its proceedinl"s shnll 
not be secrat except when the ~ouncil so decides by a 
majori ty of the members present. 

(2) Members of the Council ure bound to 
observe sccrc~y 03 mutters which may como to their 
knowledge in the exorcise of their functio~s. 

(3) Unless otherwise decided by the Council 
of Ministers thu results of their work shall be brOUGht 
to the knowledGe of the public by means of communiqu~s. 

12. The Chief Minister nnd the members of 
the Council sho.l1 rec ei ve a responsibility ;:lllownnc e 
and, where appropriate, travellin~ and sUbsistenco 
nllo>Ntnc es in accordGnc e vIi th sc ,,1 es determined by the 
Representative Assembly based on the salnriee and 
n110w2nces of Civil Servants o 

(2) Civil Servants who are members of the 
Council may not receive the responsibility allowance 
in additicn to their salnries. Where appropriate 
they may receive the difference between the two. 

(3) The Repr')sen ttl. ti ve "as embly may alloea te 
a fixed annual representation allowance to the Chief 
Minister. 

Gener~l 13. (1) Subject to the provisions of this 
Responsibilities Re~ulatio·. the Council 0f Ministers shall be responsible 
of Council. for the atiministration of the Group and for that purpose 

shall di~ect and control the public services .. 

(2) '1'he Chief Ninistor shi!ll issue Rules 
in exercise of the power of deleg2ted le~islQtion 
conferred on the Council of Ministers. He is the 
head of the local administrJtion und in that capacit; 
shall recruit, ndministor and mannae the personnel 
of the locnl Public 3e>rv:i.ce. I-Ie "hall implement tllC? 
BudGet and control expenditure. In the event of his 
temporary absence or incapacity the Chief Minister 
shall appoint a Minister who ohall exercise in his 
place the duties Get out in this article and who shall 
be authorised to sign documents on his bohalf. 

ass 
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(3) The Chief Minister may by decision 
entrust ot1lcr Ministers with the conduct of one or 
more ~overnment departments and may delegate to them 
coJ'- (.,.Lll 01 h::s ';)C':'/er~, for this purpose. Decisions 
issued by the Chief J'I:".1':',"" ~-' -"'UI ~ h"! -:;n\lnter-sir.:ne'i 
by the Ministers responsible for their eKU~ut~,c~~ 

14. The followinG in particular shall be decided 
upon by the Council of ~linisters : 

(i) 

(iii) 

drafts concernin~ matters to be 
submitted to the Representative Assembly 
or its General Com~ittee, particularly 
the Development Plan and the draft Budget. 

Rules made in application of tho 
Assembly's decisions. 

Decisions on the followinG matters : 

(a) appointr:lCnt ()f Heads of Govc:rnment 
Departments; 

(b) sub j ec t to th<: approval of the 
Representative Assembly, the 
establishment of posts in the Public 
Service and the erading of such posts, 
the salary scales and Gllowances 
applicable to them, leave entitlement, 
medical benefits, l)Cnsion and l'etire­
ment rights, management of public 
property includillg acquisition, sales, 
exchanges or leases; 

(c) 

(d) 

acceptance or refusal of gifts anrl 
leGacies; 

granting of concessions for the 
operation of Fublic Services; placinc 
of contracts for public works; 

(0) makinc of rules and fixing of charGes 
for public sorvices : fixinc tho 
basis and. the rates of fcbs for 
services renctred (excludinG fiscr.l 
dues) ; 

(f) the conduct of lecal proceedinGS 
whether as Plaintiff Or Defendant; 

the superv~sion of Hunicipalitics 
and Rural Community Counsils. 

15. The Resident Commissioners may consult the 
Council of Ministers on any question which they consider 
it useful to submit to the Council. 

I, 
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Power to reduce 16. (1) \>/11en exceptional circumstances so r(~r::uirc I 

or suspend the Council of Minicters may decide to suspend or 
taxation. reduce, provisionally, nll import end export duties 

and [lny indirect texation on BOGds at the stage o~ 
production, distribution or consumption. 

Annulment of 
acts of 
Councilo 

(2) Decisions under subsection (1) shnll 
immediately be submitted for ratification to the 
Representntive Assembly if it is in session, and 
otherwise they shull be referred to the General 
Committee, which ~hall report on thorn to the 
Representative Assembly at its next Session. The 
Representative Assembly's ratifyin~ decisions shall 
Dace into operation with cff~ct from the dote on which 
the Council of Ministers' decision was mnde. 

(3) If the Council's decisions are not 
ratified by the ReproGcntativc !.sGembly they shall 
cease to have effect from the date on which the 
Representative Assembly makes its decision. 

12. (1) The Residant Commissioners shall by 
Joint Decision declare any~t of the Cou~cil of 
Ministers which they consider to relate to a subject 
which is not within their competence to be null and 
void. The Council 0f Ministers may roquest the Joint 
Court to rule on the validity of such a decision 
of the Resident Commissioners. In this event, the 
Joint Court shall deliv0r judgment within the 
fifteen days next followinB tho receipt of the request. 
The jUdgment of the Joint Court shall be bindinG on 
the Residant Commissioners and on tho Council of 
Hinisters. 

PART IV - T]~ANSITION!,L i'IWVISIONS 

" Enforc emen t 
:.-'" l Joint 
i J 

18. The Council of Ministers shall execute Joint 
RCGulations in force which fall within thu competence 
of the Repre6ont~tivo ~ssemhly. ~- Rer;ulntions. 

Notificc.tion 
of election of 
Chief Minister 
on 13th 
Decembnr 1977. 

Short title 
und 
commencement. 

19. Official publication as proviJed for in section 
'+ of this Rc(~ulntion recording the election of the 
Chief Minister by the Raprcsentative Assembly on the 
13th December 1977 .shi.:'.ll be effected immediately 
on the publication of this RogulutionD 

20. This Rc~ulation ~ny be cited as the Council 
of Ministers RegUlation 1978 and shall come into 
operation on its publicGtion in the Condominium Gazette. 

MADE at Vila this ele~cnth day of January, 1978. 

ni Ell...C -?m.r:li .13.C?i-...:?.n~_~_ 
for the French Renublic ---._._-.-.. -_ .. -.-- --~---

J .G. ERVI.U R. J. STRATTON 
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