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RESGLUTIBN No.lb oF 1980

To provide for Citizenship by naturalisation, renunciation
of Citizonship, and tho ostablishment of a Citizenship
Commission,

The Reprosentativo fAssembly at its sitting on the

day of
1980 hereby ressolves and decides in accordance

with Article 23 of the Schedule to the Exchange of Notses
of the 15th September 1977 to adopt the following moasuroes:-

In this Reguletion unless the contoxt otherwiss

"Commission" means the Citizenship Commission
gstablished by scction 23

"child" means a person who has not attained 18

"citizen" means a citizen of Vanuatu;
"Constitution”" means the Constitution of Vanuatu;

of allegiance" meens the oath of allegianco
prascribed in Schedule 2;

"Januatu" means the Republic of Vanuatuj

PART 1 - PRELIMINARY
1. (1)
roguires -
yoars;
"sath
(2)

For the purpose of this Rogulation -

(2) a porson is of age if he has attained the
age of 18 yearsj and
(b) a poerson is not of full capacity if he is a

mentally disordered or defective psrson, so
found and not discharged as sane, under the
provisions of any lew relating to mental
treatment.

PART 2 = CITIZENSHIP COMMISSION

2.

(1)

(2)

Thoro is hersby ostablished e Commission to be
known as the Citizenship Commission,

Chairman and not
momboers all
advice of the

The Commission shall consist of a
less than 4 nor mcre than 6 other
appointed by the President on the
Primo Minister. -

Subject to subsoction (1) members of the Commission
shall hold office for a period of 3 ysars and shall
bo eligible for reappointment,

#i porson shall not be eligible to boe appointed a
maembor of thoe Commission unloss he is a citizen
of Vanuatu.

A mombsr of the Commission may rosign his offica

by notico in writing signod by him and delivaerad
to the Presidont.

eee/2.
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" _ (2) The Prosident may remove & membar of the Commission
N _ with effect from a date notifioed by him in the
» Vanuatu Gazoettao. '
Functions 5, (1) The Commission shall carry out such functions as
and powers of are provided for it in this or any other law,

Commission,

(2) Tho Commission shall have such pousrs as are
conferred on it specifically or by nscussary
implication by this cr any other law and shall
genorally in addition heve such powere as shall
enable it to exercise any of its functions.

Ministerial (T (1) The Prime Minister may give directions to the
Directions Commission of a general nature concerning the
and Rsquests. gxsercise of its functions or powsers and the

Commissicn shall comply with such directions,

(2) The Prime Minister may in writing require the
. Commission to advise him on any matter relating
: tc citizonship and the Commission shall comply
with such requirement,

Moetings and 7. (1) Tho Commission shall hold such mestings as its
Procedure. Chairman shall consider necoessary.

(2) The quorum for meetings shall bo the Chairman and
half thc other members of the Commission.

(3) 1f tho chairman for good cause cannot attend a
mooting the Prime Minister shall appoint a member
to act as chairman for that maeeting.

(4) The Commission shall decide mattors boforo it by a
simple majority of tho membsrs present and voting.
In casos of equality of voting the Chairman shall
havo o casting vcte.

(5) Subjoct to such rules as the Primo Minister may
mako by order the Commission may dostermine its own
procedurc with regard to the convening and conduct
of moetings.

Allowancas, 8. Mombors of the Commission who are not public
of ficors sholl be paid such allowancses and expenses
as tho Prime M,nister may detormino after consulta-
tion with the Ministor rosponsible for Finance.

PART 3 —~ CITIZENSHIP? BY ADOPTION AND NATURALIZATION

Application.,. 9. This part applies only to & person who is not, or
who is no longer, eligible to become & citizen by
virtuo of Articlo 10 cof the Constitution.

Application for 10, iny woman who aftor tho Day of Independsnce is
citizenship by marricd to a citizon shall be entitled on making
woman married application in the prescribed manner to bo

to a citizen, rogistored as a citizon.

Adoptad 1. i child adoptod under tho provisions of any law
childron. rolating to tho adoption of childran aftoer tho

cumnoncomont of this fHequlation and who i® not a

"Q/3.




pplicatlon for 12,
.nd granting of
itizenship by
ioturalisation.

(1)

(2)

- (3)

(4)

(5)

-3 -

cltizen on the dey of adoption bocomes e citizen
on that day if tho adopter or, in the case of a
joint adoption the malc adopter, is a citizon on
that day.

A poerson of age and full capacity may apply in the
proscribed mannor to the Commission to bo
naturclized as a citizen.

Whore on an application mado pursuant to subsection
(1) and es & result of such inquiries as the

Cummission may cause to be mads, the Commission is
satisfiod that tho person making the application -

(a) is, on the dates of application, and has been
during a period of ten years immediately
prior to that date ordinarily resident in
Vanuatug

(b) intends to continue to reside in Vanuatu;
(c) is of good character;

(d) wunless prevented by physical or mental
disability, is able to spwoak and understand
sufficiently for normal conversational
purposes, Bislama, English, French or a
varnacular of Vanuatuj

(e) has a respoct for the culture and the ways of
life of Venuatu;

(f) 4is not or is unliksly to becomo a charge on
public funds;

(g) has a reasonable knowledge and understanding
of the rights, priviloges, responsibilitios
and duties of citizens;

(h) has renocuncsd or agrsed to renounce any
citizonship which he may possess; and

(1) has takon and subscribed to the cath of
allegiance in Schedule 1 tho Commission may
grant the application, but otherwise shall
rofuso it.

Subjoct to subsoction (4) if o male opplicant
roquests whon applying for citizonship that -

(a) his wife or

(b) 2ony child of his namad in the application
bocome a citizen by naturalization, any siich
person ncmed in tho requost shall bocome a
citizon when the applicant becomes a citizen
by naturalization.

A wife shall not becomo a citizen in accordanco
with sub-soction (3) unlees tho application
includes a statement by her that sho wishes to
becomo a citizen.

When an application made pursuant to subsoction
(1) is granted tho Commission shall register the
applicant as a citizen, issuoc @ cortificate of
naturalization in the form in Schodule 2 to tho
applicant and to any porson who also becomes a
citizon pursuant to subsection (3).

eeo /b
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(6) A porson to whom a certificate of naturalization
is issuesd bocomes naturalized as a citizen on
the date stated in the certificate,

(7) For the purposes of this section, the date of
an application is thoe-date on which it is lodged
with the Commission.

(8) For the purpose of determining the period of
rasidence in Vanuatu of any person -

(a) any poriod during which thse person has
been in custody awaiting deportation or
removal from Vanuvatu shall be disresgarded
and

(b) a period shall not be disrogarded by reason
only that the person resided in Vanuatu
during that period without having complied
with any law relating to immigration.

. Roetention by 13. Tho Commission may rotain a cortificate issued
‘Commission of in accordance with Saction 12 (5) until it is
Citizenship satisfied that the person named thorein has
Cortificata. renounced any othor citizenship or nationality

he may have at the time of issuae of the
cortificate.

PART 4 - LOSS AND RENUNCIATION OF AND REGAINING OF

CITIZENSHIP
Loss of 14, (1) 1In addition to the reesons sot out in Article 13
Citizenship. cf the Constitution a citizon who is of age and

of full capacity shall lose his citizenship if he:-

(a) taokes an ocath or makes a doclaration or
affirmation of allegiance to another country
or to the Sovereign or Head of Stata of
anothgr country;

(b) does, agress to or adopts any act by which he
becomes a national or citizen of anothor
country;

(c) ontors or servas in the armed forcoes of another ;
country except with the express approval of !
the Prime Ministor acting in accordance with ’
the advice of the Council of Ministers; or

(d) oxcept as permittod by any law, votes in a
national, provincial, state or local slection,
or accapts olective offica, of another
country.

(2) A person who is found by a court to have obtainad
citizonship by any false vrepresentation, fraud or
concoalment of a material fact on his part shall
coaso to bs a citizen 30 days after such finding
unloss the Primoc Ministoer boing satisfind that tho
offonce was of a minor naturoc and that the 1cupniling
of tho truo facts would not haveo affectad the ‘
grant of naturalization publishes a declaratiaon
confirming that porsons citizenship in the Vanuatu
Gazeotto within such 30 days.

(3) Tho provisions of this soction shall not apply to
ony act dono under compulsion of law of anothor
CDUntry. ooo/So




Deprivation of
Citizenship.

Renunciation of
Citizenaehip.

Regaining of
Citizenship
by married
woman,.

Cortificate of
Citizonship
Status,
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Tho Prime Minister may deprive a citizen by
naturalization of his citizenship by declaration
in the Vanuatu Gazoette within 15 days of thet
person being sentonced to & term of imprisonment
of 10 years or mora,

Subjoct to subsections (2) and (3), c citizen who
is of age and full capacity may, in the prescribed
manneor renounce his citizanship,

A person may not renovunce his citizenship unless -~

(a) ho alroady holds some other nationality or
citizoenship; or

(b) the ronunciation is for the purpose of his
obteining soms other nationality or
citizenship.

During 2 time of war, citizenship may not be
ronounced without the prior consent of the
Prime Minister.,

This section applies to a woman -
(a) who is a citizen;

(b) who marries a person who is a national or
citizen of another country; and

(c) who becomes on or during the marriage a
national or citizen of the country of which
hor spouso was at the time a national or
citizen.

A woman to whom this section applios may make
application in the prescribed manner to the
Commission to regain her citizenship and tho
Commission, if satisfied that she is such & woman
and that haor marriage has broken down, may grant
the application,

Where tho Commission grants an application under

this seoction the applicant becomas a citizen on the
dateo decided by the Commissiocn which shall be !
notified in the Vanuatu Gazette. ’

A person whoso status or entitlemoent in relation to
citizenship is, or may be, in doubt may apply to
tho Prime Ministor for a coertificate under this
sgction. -

If tho Prime Minister is satisfied that tho
applicant is, or is ontitled to becomo, a citizen
he may issue a certificate stating that the
person is or may bocome a citizen by virtue of a
provision specified in the certificate.

15,

15. (1)
(2)
(3)

17, (1)
(2)
(3)

PART 5 —~ GENERAL

18. (1)
(2)
(3)

i certificato given pursuant to this soction shall
bo ovidenco that on the matoriel date the porsun
concournad was, is or may bocome a citizen in
accordance with the terms uf tha certificatae.

e/
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Honorary
Citizenship.

Ordors,.

Registors,

offence and
Ponalty.

19.

20.

21,

21,

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)
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Tha Prosident may on the advice of the Prime
fMinister confer honorary Citizenship on eny
person with such privileges or sxemptions as
may be proscribod,

The Prime Ministor may by order; not inconsistont
with this Requlation, prescribe all matters that
may be required to ba prescribed by this Regulation
or for tho better carrying out or giving effect

to its provisions,

Tho Commission shall cause to be kept and maintained
a register or registers, in such form as the Prime
fiinister shall consider appropriate in which shall
be rocorded the particulars of all porsons who _

Ea; bocome citizens;
regain citizonship;
(c) 1loso or renounceo citizenship,

Tho Commission shall publish the names of persons
rogistered in accordance with this Section in the
Vanuatu Gazette not later than 30 days efter
roegistration,

The Registers roferrod to in subsection (1) shall be
open for inspection to the public in such manner

and on the payment of such fees &s may be proscribaed,

Extracts from the Registers rofcrred to in subsection !

(1) may be certified and issued to an applicant on
payment of thoe prescribed fos,

Extracts issued in accordance with subsection (4)
shall bteo accepted by the courts as evidence of whgt
is stated in them.

Any person who for tho purposs of being registered
or obtaining the registration of any other person

as a citizaen under this regulation knowingly gives
any falsu information to any person commits an
offonco and shall boe liable on conviction to a fine
not excesding 75,000 FNH or to imprisonment for a
torm not excoeding 5 years or to both.




SCHEDUL E 1 (Section 12 (2) )

ceeemo oo 7 REPUBLIC- OF  VANUATU

CITIZENSHIP REGULATION NO OF 19886

OATH OF ALLEGIENCE

Iooooc-oooo.-oo.o--coc--ooooo-cooootl.-o-co-cooo-.ooo-to-o-do this day of 198 B\"Gar

(or solemnly affirm) that I will be faithful end bear true

‘{rllegience to the President end the Republic of Vanuatu, So help me God

Signed‘....'...l..‘......l........l.

SCHEDULE 2 (Section 12 (5) )

REPUBLIC OF VANUATU

CITIZENSHIP CERTIFICATE

IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED THAT......l........'.l...ll.......'.l.l....l..ll......l

was on the day of - 198 granted Citizenship in. accordance

with the Copnstitution and Section 12 of the Citizenship Regulation 1980,

Chairman
Citizsenship Commission

Momber
Citizenship Commission
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