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REPUBLIC OF VANUATU

BILL FOR
THE CIVIL AVIATION ACT No.3$ OF 1932

To provide for the regulation and control of Civil Aviation in Vanj^tu aiid 
matters related thereto.

BE IT ENACTED by the President and Parliament as follows

INTERPRETATION
In this Act, unUca the context otherwise requires
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bf the!-!"aircraft" means any machine used or designed for navigat; 
air but does not include a machine designed to derive support! in the 
atmosphere from reactions against the earth's surface of air [bxpellfcd 
from the machine; ! i I 1

apart or used for the landing or take-off of aircraft; 

'■Department" means the Department of Civil Aviation; 

"Director" means the Director of Civil Aviation; I

"Minister" means the Minister responsible tor Civil Aviation.

* ■; <1 i •••ms"airport" means any area of land or water designed, cqtiip]>q<f» $et: j
L j I u:
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PART 1 - REGULATION AND CONTROL OF CIVIL AVIATION

DUTIES OF THE MINISTER
It shall be the duty of the Minister I
(a) to supervise all matters connected with civil aviation;

| ||[) j , ,
(b) to undertake and to cooperate with persons undertaking! jsulch

projects, technical research, study or inves t igat ion: as’ !in! hi;s 
opinion will promote the development of civil aVi.afion *i;n 
Vanuatu; . !

(c) to construct and maintain all government airports and

ii

ties including all plant, machinery and buildings necessity fio'r
their efficient operation;

i
(d) to control and manage aircraft and equipment necessary 

conduct of government's services; i

I • .
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(e) to operate such services as the Government may approve!; \ j

(f) to prescribe aerial routes; :

(g) to take such action as may be necessary to secure, by 
national agreement or otherwise, the rights of the Cover 
international air traffic;

(h) to cooperate with the aviation authorities or staff 
governments or countries for any purposes pertaining 
aviation;

jlnteft; •!:{!!

iHT^r
l‘i| 'i! !■ i; ■ h

tb',
I- II! i

iiii
!!; -iii•' ! : 1 • ' h



- 2 -

(i) to investigate, examine and report on the operation an;d 
lopment of commercial aviation within Vanuatu;

(j) to consider and prepare such regulations as may be necessjary: j £ or 
the control or operations of civil aviation in Vanuatu jane jlfor 
the control or operation of aircraft registered in Vanuatju«

POWER TO HAKE REGULATIONS
3. (l) The Minister may make regulations

(a)

(b)

(c)

(e)

providing for the registration of aircraft in Vanuatu;

prohibiting aircraft from, flying unless certificates 
worthiness issued or validated under regulations are 
and except upon compliance with such conditions as to maintUinj- 
ance or repair as may be specified in regulations or otherwise;

providing for the licensing, inspection and regulation 6f jair- 
ports, for access to airports and places where aircraft jhave 
landed, for access to factories and hangars for the purpose;! ;of 
inspecting work therein carried on in relation to aircraf 
parts thereof, or equipment carried thereon and for prohibiting 
or regulating the use of unlicensed airports; '

(d) prohibiting persons from engaging in, or being employed i|n c 
connection with, air navigation in such capacities as 
specified in regulations except in accordance with provision 
that behalf, and for the licensing of those employed at ajir; 
licensed under regulations in the inspection or supervisio 
aircraft;

arproviding for the conditions under which, and in particu 
airports to or from which, aircraft entering or leaving Vanju^jt 
may fly, and as to the conditions under which aircraft may 
from one part of Vanuatu to another;

(f) providing for the conditions under which passengers an<j go|pjds
may be carried by air and under which aircraft may be used; for 
other commercial, industrial or gainful purposes, and j; jfor 
prohibiting the carriage by air, of goods of such classes;as may 
be specified in the regulations; j

(g) minimising or preventing interference with the use or effect 
ness of apparatus used in connection with air navigation, 
for prohibiting or regulating the use of such apparatus 
aforesaid and the display of signs and lights liable to eiida 
aircraft;

(h) minimising or preventing interference from electrical appai 
in the vicinity of aeronautical telecommunications and; i 
navigational ground installations; (i)

(i) generally for securing the safety, efficiency and regularity 
air navigation and the safety of aircraft and of persohs 
property carried thereon, for preventing aircraft endarige 
other persons and property and in particular, for the detjeri 
of aircraft for any of the purposes specified in this parajgr

! i 1 :•
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(J)

(k)

(1)

(m)

(n)

1' ii! i

’i;

providing for the maximum hours of work and other working c^ndl-J 
tions for pilots, co-pilots, navigators, flight engineers andji' 
other persons employed by any person operating a commercial ajiri 
■service; ;

.:!! '"Hi

■uiifj! 
■: ! 1: '

requiring persons engaged in, or employed in or in conneptid^t 
with, air navigation to supply meteorological information ifjcfri; 
the purposes of air navigation;

regulating the making of signals and other communications 
to aircraft and persons carried therein;

by

regulating the use of the civil air ensign established 
Vanuatu;

prohibiting aircraft from flying over such areas in Vanuatu 
may be specified by notification;

(o) providing for the manner and conditions of the issue, val/Maf 
tion, renewal, extension or variation of any certiflca:4j 
licence or other document required by regulations, including :hfe 
examination and tests to be undergone, and as to the form* ! 
custody, production, cancellation, suspension, endorsement fcnd! 
surrender of any such document;

orjl
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(P)

(q)

(r)

regulating the charges that may be made for the use of Gove 
ment airports or airports licenses under regulations, a^d 
services provided at such airports;

j;
rih
#

! Mi; ,; ^ i; Ij.i , !
;.:,i!. 'j i ; ,! •’ ' :

requiring the payment to the Minister of charges, of! skip hi 
amounts and in such currencies as may be prescribed in t|te tjeji-J 
gulations, in respect of navigation, communications arjd ajir; 
traffic control services; | '

! J !| h
prescribing the fees to be paid in respect of the issue, valid]*-'1 
tion, renewal, extension or variation of any certifjic* fee, 
licence or other document or the undergoing of any examination 
or test required by, or in pursuance of regulations, jor !in 
respect of any other matter in respect of which it appejarfi [do 
the Minister to be expedient to charge fees; |

I i i |exempting from any provisions of any regulations any airctjaf^ .jia 
persons or classes of aircraft or persons. j

l . !: ! .
! .!!■■
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(2) Any regulations made under this section may make different provisitJpa 
with respect to different classes of aircraft, airports, persion$ 
property and with respect to different parts of Vanuatu but shalfji? 
far as practicable, be so framed as not to discriminate ip : iijed

d^!r-
!i i :

circumstances between aircraft registered in Vanuatu by one 
transport undertaking and aircraft operated by another such un 
taking

(3) Any regulations made under subsection (1) may authorise the Direiot 
to make arid issue orders or directions with respect to such.jnattljs*' 
coming within this section as the regulations may prescribe. ' '
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(4) In case of conflict between the provisions of any regulation 
under subsection (1) paragraph (j) and the provisions of any bth 
or regulation relating to the maximum hours of work and othet 
conditions, the provisions of the former shall prevail. I

.U
INVESTIGATION OF ACCIDENTS
4, (1) The Minister may make regulations providing for the invest ig^t i Dili

of any alleged breach of any regulations, or of any acciden^ ar:kj*inj^ 
out over Vanuatu or occuring elsewhere to aircraft regisjte^ed j iH 
Vanuatu.

(2) Regulations made under subsection (1) may contain provisions.

(a) requiring notice to be given of any such accident as afojreka
in such manner and by such persons as may be specified;

(b) prohibiting, pending investigation, access to or int^rfa^ence ; 
with aircraft to which an accident has occured; j h , ii
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ment or surrender of any licence or certificate granted 
this Act, or the withdrawal or suspension of any val i iitfop | 
conferred in Vanuatu of a licence granted by a duly coositenc I 
authority elsewhere, where it appears on investigation t ha: | sucl| 
action ought to he taken * ^ ‘

LICENCING OF AIR TRANSPORT
5. (1) The Minister may make regulations

(a) to secure that aircraft shall not be used in Vanuatii 
person -

(i) for flying, while carrying passengers or goods -for
vr reward, on such journeys or classes of j journey^ 
(whether beginning and ending at the same poinpj j°V | 
different points) as may be specified in the! rs^ufa^! 
tions; or ■ ;i ! ‘

! ! f !

(b)

(c)

(ii) for such flying undertaken for the purpose of ajny
or business as may be so specified, j

i :l. i
except under the authority of, and in accordance with any . ,, 
licence or permit granted to the said person by the |ic^p|sing 
authority specified in the regulations;
providing for the circumstances in which a licence und^r: tjijb 
regulations may or shall be granted;

■ --- TJ\y
providing for appeals from the licensing authority by jjferSson^ 
interested in the grant, refusal, revocation or suspension 
licence;

ii

\\\ :

ill• I ;

(c) authorizing any person, so far as may be necessary
purpose of an investigation, to have access to, 
remove, take measures for the preservation of, or otherwispj, kUa'I j 
with any such aircraft; i i l! H I

' i I V ' ,!
(d) authorizing or requiring the cancellation, suspension, endorse1? |

; injf

F ; ; I
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(d) providing for the conditions which may be attached to s|ac!i
licence, including fares and cargo rates to be charged biy i 
holder; ,

(e) providing for the information to be furnished by an appl 
for, or the holder of, such a licence to such authorities 
be prescribed, including details of the resources of 
applicant and the financial arrangements made by him in rc 
of the business activities in which he is engaged and n 
expected to be engaged.

(2) Where the Director has reason to believe that an aircraft is int
to be used in contravention of any regulations made under subsextHdn 
(1) he may give the person appearing to be in command of the aircraft 
a direction that he shall not permit the aircraft to take eff unt,il: 
the Director has informed him the direction is cancelled.

INFORMATION AS TO AIR TRANSPORT
6. (1) The Minister may make regulations requiring any person who

’ i i! j
(a) carries on the business of carrying passengers or goods | in

aircraft for hire or reward; or

(b) is the holder of a licence in respect of an airport; or

(c) is the owner, or tpc pilot or other person in charge c 
aircraf t f

iI,

to furnish to him in such form and at such times as may be specified i 
therein, or by notice, information of such desription as may be stai , 
specified concerning the operation, business management a 
financial accounts in respect of such aircraft or airport.

(2) No financial information which has been furnished to the Minis 
pursuance of any regulations shall be disclosed to any other 
unless the person providing the information has consented in w 
to such disclosure :

t i .a toy ! u!l i ''i;<

:er Hni i :person
ri

I .ii i I

t<jr%
Provided that nothing shall prohibit the disclosure of an) 
information to an officer of any Government department or a Minis

(3) Nothing in this section shall preclude the disclosure of any 1 n!fqifriNi-i 
tion for the purpose of any legal proceedings which may be taker 'iby 
virtue of this section or of regulations made under this section, -'dr 
for the purpose of any report of any such proceedings, save jthatjja 
person who is in possession of any such information obtained by jvirt’tie 
of this section or of regulations made hereunder shall not be required

the

I

by any court or arbitrator to disclose that information witho 
consent in writing of the person providing the information

PART 2 - DEPARTMENT OP CIVIL AVIATION

lit

ADMINISTRATION OF THE ACT
7. There shall continue to be for the purposes of this Act a department

i !
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of the government to be known as the Department of Civil Aviafejiapi ;?f \ '■ ii 
which, under the control of the Director, shall be charged vi^h1 thfe, jj|
jiHml n 1 o f" ra f" 4 rtn rtf e Arf an/l t/1 fK aii/k /i^hay fnn/fl/ina tnav ika: iadministration of this Act and with such other functions jas 
lawfully conferred on it.

FUNCTIONS
8. The principal functions of the Department shall be :

(a) to ensure the safety of air navigation;
(b) to promote and encourage the orderly and economic deve 

civil aviation;
(c) to ensure the observation of any regulations made u

Act; .
(d) to initiate and carry out surveys into any aspect 

aviation;

I( i
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may !pe
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oi [ civil1

(e) to advise the Minister on all matters affecting civil aviation1; iT :h:;; ;!
(f) to perform such other functions as the Minister may frdra time ti 

time' impose.

PART 3 - LAND AND BUILDINGS FOR AVIATION PURPOSES

CONTROL OF AIRPORTS AND BUILDINGS
9. (1) The Minister may establish and maintain airports, and provide and p!

maintain in connection therewith roads, approaches, apparatus; 
roent and buildings and other accommodation.

(2) The Minister may make regulations for the management, controji !apd 
supervision of airports in Vanuatu and such regulations may.pfpVifld 
for all or any of the following matters s-

i ■ ;!
i;

equip-
iii

! l!

(a) the regulation and restriction of the admission of p 
airports;

(b) the regulation and restriction of the use of vehicles,

■
ersclris to

aircraft of any class or description on any part of any airport
sh

: I
'ill1 L(c) the destruction of livestock (including horses, cattle^ j tuples,

donkeys, sheep, goats, pigs an<f dogs) trespassing on ahy!, aiij-i 
port; |

(d) the charges to be paid for the use of airports ani fot the; 
services provided thereat.

(3) Any regulations made under this section may be general :qr: 
restricted to any particular airport.

msjyl be

REMOVAL OF DANGEROUS OBSTRUCTIONS *
10- {l) The Minister may, by Order, require the removal of any

structure, erection, tree or other thing whatsoever on anV
bu

ps annd

( ; :
rr

with normal aviation practice.

lfin|

fi
j
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! Ii

water which may constitute a danger to aircraft flying in sc<iorAarifie
1'

v/i I *r! j • 
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(2)

(3)

(4)

!

The Minister may, by Order., authorise such persons as he may deen 
appropriate to remove or to alter to such extent 88 may be speciftf.ec 
in the order, such building, structure, erection, tree or thing whjich 
is in contravention of an order made under subsection (!)•

Any person suffering loss or damage in consequence of an order 
under subsection (1) shall be paid compensation therefor and, 
default of agreement, the amount of such compensation shall be 
by the Supreme Court*

roa

f i:c

,de
ir
:ed

Where an order is issued in relation to a Government airport ih'e 
compensation shall be paid by the Government, and where the order is 
issued in relation to any other airport the compensation shall be p<iia 
by the owner of that airport. ! j

(5) Notwithstanding the other provisions of this section no compensation' 
shall be payable for any loss or damage suffered in consequence of an 
Order made under this section where the building, structure, e::e«-
ction, tree or thing has been erected or planted in contravention 
any regulations made under section 11.

of

STRICT!OH OH TBK USE OF LAHD
• (1) For the purpose of ensuring the safety of aircraft flying ih

accordance with normal aviation practice the Minister may ovkke 
regulations restricting the. use of land in the vicinity of airports. 
Such regulations may provide for the prohibition and restriction or r

(a) the erection of buildings, structures or other things In Any 
area specified;

(b) the planting of, or the limitation of the height of, any trees 
in any area specified;

(c) the sowing or growing of any plant or crop in any ajea 
specified;

(d) the bringing of vessels or vehicles into any area specified, 
the anchoring or motoring of any vessel or vehicle therein.

or

(2) Any owner or occupier of land who suffers loss or damage in con$e~[ 
quence of any regulation made under subsection (1) shall be eligiblej 
for compensation if he submits a claim to the Minister in respect of 
a Government airport, or to the owner in the case of any other 
airport, within a period of six months after the publication of such 
regulations in the Gazette;

Provided that -

(a) such loss or damage shall be assessed having regard only 
circumstances in existence at the time of the publication 
such regulations; and

(b) the maximum amount of compensation payable under this sji 
section shall not exceed the amount by which the market value 
such land is reduced as a result of making such regulations.

...78
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(3)

DISPLAY ..
12. '

PROVISION
13.

OFFENCE
1A. (1)

In Che event of disagreement as to the amount of compeniat1!.^! 
shall be paid in respect of a claim under the provisions of |svl 
(2) the amount shall be fixed by the Supreme Court.

? LIGHTS
The Minister may make regulations -

(a; restricting the display of lights within the area 
•sed by aircraft within the vicinity of airports;

ci

(b) requiting the display of lights, of an approved type,

^ '■ !i

f 1 ?!
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ings or structures within the area customarily used by jaircraft 
within the vicinity of airports;

(c) requiring the display of lights, of an approved type,1 on
building or structure more than three hundred fe^t 
above ground level; and

(d) generally for the purpose of ensuring the safety of

OF AID
The Minister may establish and maintain apparatus for t)he
of visual, radio or other assistance for the safety and rjavr^___
aircraft and provide and maintain in connection tljereyitjh 
appropriate equipment and buildings and other accommodation^' !

in height
an^

i j! si
aircraft'.;

il I

pfovisjioti | 
gaticrj 6i

all |

PART 4 - MISCELLANEOUS

Any person who

(a) contravenes or fails to comply with the provisions I of
lation made under this Act; |

(b) performs any duty or exercises any functions if or
licence or rating is required under any regulation inade iii|der
this Act without holding the appropriate licence or

(c) makes a false or deceptive statement in or in connection ijyi til 
any application for a licence, rating or certificate issued 
under any regulation made under this Act;

(d) makes, procures or assists in the making or procuring |of
false or deceptive entry in any document, book or rncorji' made, jo if 
kept under any regulation made under this Act; >

i; i"i;!i
any

j j
i ■■! Whiqh 'ii*

rating;

m i ! "il !' ; i ‘ ■ :

l !■

(e) destroys, mutilates or alters any document, book of rie'cord
or kept under any regulation made under this Act; V]• i:j |

(f) obstructs or hinders an investigation carried <fn 
regulation made under the provisions of section 6;

ill.!; f *
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(g) obstructs or impedes any authorized person acting in trie perSCof-
mance or exercise of any duties* powers or functions coijif ejr jrjp^ 
on him by any regulations made under this Act; |

(h) does or fails to do anything likely to imperil the safety ofifiti
aircraft or its passengers or crow, i

shall be guiLty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction' 
fine not exceeding VT. 300.000 or to imprisonment for a n«jrm 
exceeding two years or to both. ;

cbl! L
m!!h-.li
iich
ft

!

(2) The owner, operator, hirer or pilot ir« command of an aircraft v 
flies in contravention of any regulation made under this Act'snail ^ 
guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a f|1 r>e 
exceeding VT. 200.000 or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding !qn;p 
year or to both, unless he proves that the alleged cent ravenrion i rook 
place without his actual fault or privity.

JURISDICTION ;
13. When a person has violated any provision of this Act. or of jnyi r^ijL-

at ion made thereunder with respect to the operation over tjio. high 
seas or any territory not within Vanuatu of an aircraft regi s tje rfi j in

r. I, i n ■

ii!
■ ‘I ' ■

. ■[:!■ ! i’ ".ill'! l-i ;L,!|
3i ! ' 'l;i

!!(
!

i
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Vanuatu, the offence sh^ll be within the competence of and; nic 
charged, cried and punished by the court having jur i sd i.c j; i p 
Vanuatu in respect of similar offences.

PROSECUTION WITHIN 12 MONTHS
16.

is
aie.A prosecution for any offence under this Act or any regular Son 

thereunder may be commenced at any time within twelve months f r ojn | f he 
time the offence is alleged to have been committed. j j '

CERTIFICATE
17. In any proceeding under this Act or the regulations made t he rnpjfs %, 

any certificate purporting to be signed by the Minister stating tjhit 
a valid or subsisting licence, permit, certificate or other <jf opulent 
of authorization under this Act or any regulation made thereunder, has, 
or has not been issued to a person named in the said ceri i f j:e 
shall be evidence of the facts therein stated, without further pfopf 
thereof. I

I
! -jiI : : I J

i i; u

■jj !j
•j.■i;;i!'

REPEALS 
18. (1)

(2)

The Joint Regulations and Acts set out in the Schedule are re^eia
i ’II i!|f; ;iN

n't! bf:
Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (1), the charges, 
or taxes in force immediately before the date of the comment jemc 
this Act shall continue in force after that dace until jarndmled 
repealed or replaced in pursuance of and in accordance wl 11 | ftjhdj 
provisions of this Act. j j jj j 'j

COMMENCEMENT .
19. This Act shall come into operation on such date, as

shall by order appoint.
the Mini;

i
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3.

4.

5.

6.

SCHEDULE

'-•!i

LIST OP JOINT REGULATIONS AND ACTS REPEALED

(Section 18 of the Act)

ill Mljiiilij!i * ; ; ■ *'' ii i
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J.R. No. 12 of 1948 for the provisional control of aircraft enter itgjN--T| ; 
leaving the New Hebrides or operating in the New Hebrides and of pers^H fand i i;j 
goods carried by air. .

ijiili
;i:!i

J.R. No. 2 of 1953 amending J.R. No. 12 of 1948 for the provisional cpritroli 
of aircraft. ‘ '

i ■ ■J.R. No. 17 of 1961 amending J.R. No. 12 of 1948 for the prdvi 5 johal j 
control of aircraft. j

■ » : :: i
I, J i :

I ;hj1 ];
J.R. No. 1 of 1964 amending J.R. No. 12 of 1948 with respect to definition;

/ r ,■ !i :i: ’
I !i: 1i‘ i

of Mlocal aircraft**.

J.R, No. 38 of 1964 amending J.R. No. 12 of 1948 for the prbvi 
control of aircraft.

J.R. No. 19 of 1966 amending J.R. No. 12 of 1948 as amended by jj.R 
of 1964. |

I 1 ij! » i<.1 . iaIona l

I) \

J.R. No. 4 of 1971 to provide for the exercise of control QvejH j land |(j 
adjacent 
aircraft

j \L
adjacent to Government aerodromes for the purpose of securing the <?fj

Ho. 1

:!i!!

■ f i s

i 1 || 1 :
I

!

i .(r ■ I ;! ]
;-i

8. J.R. No. 10 of 1971 amending J.R. No. 4 of 1971.

9. J.R. No. 15 of 1973 amending J.R. No. 12 of 1948 for the ptovi^jibnalj
control of aircraft.

10. J.R. No. 57 of 1973 imposing an Airport Departure Tax.

11. J.R. No. 1 of 1974 amending J.R. No. 57 of 1973.

12. J.R. No. 24 of 1974 relating to public access to aerodromes.

13. The Aircraft Control (Amendment) Act No: 7 of 1981.
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