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REPUBLIC Of VANUATU -------------------

THE COASTAL TRADING (CONTROL) 

(AMENDMENT) ACT No. ~4- Of 1981 

Arrangement of Saction~ 

1. Amendment of Joint Ragulstion No. 17 of 1980. 

2. Commoncemsnt. 
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REPUBLIC Of VANUATU -------------------

THE COASTAL TRADING (CONTROL) 

{AMENDMENT) ACT No. ~~ Of 1981 

To amond section 4 of the Coastal Trading (Control) 
Regulation No. 17 of 1980. 

Ba it enacted by the President and Parliament 88 follows 1-

1 • 

2. 

The Coastal Trading (Control) Regulation No. 17 or 
1980 is a~Bnd8d by adding the following aubaection 
to aDction 4 ,-

-(3) The licencing Officer ahall obtain the consent of 
the Minister bafor9 granting 8 coastal trading 
licence to 1-

(a) any parson who ia not a citizen of Vanuatu, 

(b) a partnership, where any partner i8 not 8 

citiz~n or vanuatu, 

(c) any body corporate ths members of which include 
a purson who i8 not a citizsn of Vanuatu, 

(d) any body corporate or partnership which in the 
opinion of the Licencin9 Orficer is controllod 
by ,-

(i) a pareon, not baing a citizen Dt Vanuatu, 

(ii) 8 body corporate, the meMbers of which 
include 8 pareon who ie not • citizen of 
Vanuatu." 

This Act ehall co~a into (orcg on the date of its 
publication in the Gazstta • 
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REPUBLIC or VANUATU ----------.. _-----

BILL rOB 

The purpos8 of this 8ill i6 to ilJlprOV6 the quality of Vt.tnuatu 
COCOO beans 0 

In recant years the quality of Vanuatu CO~D3 baans ha6 

dQclined considerably and they just ~bout m~at tho mini~urn at~ndQrda 
laid do~n by thQ food and Agriculturul Organisation. Con~aquQntly 
only low priess ara paid for Vanuatu cocoa b~on8. 

lh" purpoee of this low ie to IIInforce high, stanoloirdu for ttHl 
cOlllmarcial proceaaing, handling and titorb.{l~ or cocoa Loana land for 
.. t.t.ing an IiIxport standard for VllflUiltu cocot: bt::8111l. 

S. Rt'¢llcHlvanu 
tl1!:~~~A9ricu~turQl 
fOl'C!c:tl'Y liInd fishor.iea. 

~:.£g; £ 
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REPUBLIC Of VANUATU -----_-... __ .... _--------

!lILt FOR, 

THL.LOCOA Al~·_ ~t,;..;:.o...:;.. ___ ....;;.nf:........1981 

Arr2.ngomont of Sections 

1. Exclusion of Soed Cacao. 
2. Interpretation. 

3. Licence roquirud for fBr~6ntsrioa ~nd daulera. 
4

0 ApplicetJan~ for licGrl~I!Hj. 
5. Lictlnca. 
6. EfiJors8ment of lic~n~~ •• 
7. VBlidity of licence. 
8. Oi6plbY of licuncD. 
9. Prices to ba ~ic9Jpyad. 

10. Standllrd~l of \/unuetu Export COCCll. 

11. ExaMination by COCO!:.l IriiJpoct;ur of btJRnc1 ':ntsnu<Jd for QXpo:ct. 

PART 4 s APPOINTMENT ANO POWERS r~ COCO~ ~NSrECTORS ---------------.. _--,,_ ......... _----- .. -~ .. "'.--~-- .---. 

12. Appointment of Cocoo InGp;ctors. 
13. Powers of CaCOD Inupuctcr~. 
14. IIilClunity of CGCOG IiILipactQio. 

15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 

Appeals against a dDcluicn or th~ ~irector or Cocoa Inspector. 
Cocoa Appeals Comffiitta~. 
Orfenc8o. 
Penaltios. 

19. Ordere. 
20. ComrnencomBot. 
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Exclualon or 
\ Sud Cueao. 

j 

Interpretation. 

BiLL ron 
THE COCOA ACT ~~. OF 19B1 
~~~~~~~~.~~----~------

To provide for the control or cacoa boen quality. 

ae it enacted by tha praoldont and Parliam&nt as follo~6 &-

PARI 1 : PRELIMINARY 

1. (1) This Act ahall not a~,.ly Lo or in relation to 

2. 

cacao baane U9fJO at' !I,t8 .. dad to lio used aa 8&liId 

matarir.tl. 

(2) The burdsn of proof thut ~ny cacao bosna ara or 
heu9 basn U8~~ or sru intanJud tor uau at any 
partic'.lllLt tima I:W seod r.\utariul 1il10 on the 
person al16ging it. 

In this Act, uoleue the context other~iQG 
raquir •. "ii f 

"Cacao bean?! monn:l trlu Lund ul" tha cacao tru&Ja 
{Jheob~f.:' ..E~~'_Ul :.:hich 11Cl ... oot baGn pa8sQd 
thr.ough i:! .'sl'irmntE.l.iun find t,!!.:ying procD8s J 

"Cocoa bean" lilE;lHlt. u wholu CUG&Q b9Qn which haa 
been f orcilsld: f' d cnd dr iud ; 

"Cocoa d~a19r" ~aRna ~ny poroon who buya and 
salla cocos baanG; 

"Cocoa. oxportarU lrIasns th£l vanuntu COIDA'lod1tiaa 
Marketing Board eat~bli8h9d under thn Vanuatu 
Commoditi~G Marketing Bo~rd Act No. 10 of 1981 
or any parsor. 6t!t!lOt'i!)~;d bj Qr undor it J 

"Cocoa procaouing" moena the proc6eo of 
fermenting and drying cacao b~6ns, and 
includ~6 soy other prnca~9 incldantal thereto 
for the purpoGo of convorting cacao bQane into 
cocoa boano; 

"Cocoa prod(jceI·I~ riID,l"S u cacao grolilsr I 

"Director!! fntJi.lrllOl tlHJ Oir-oct OJ: of Agr leul turo ot 
such athol' pdtaon ~o tho Minlater may appoint 
as Oir~ctor ~Dr th~ pwrpoaas of this Act, 

"fermantary" oucna any ~locu or prQ~iaQ. 
mointaln~d for cocan proceaoinDl 

... /2. 
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"Person" inclu~a6 a body corporate, 

"Vanuatu Export Cocoe u maans cocoa beana 
intended far export which comply with the 
standards praecribe~ by thu Miniatwr undar 
section 10. 

PART 2 : LICENCING or CGenA ffR[jf1IT.A1H($ MJO DEALERS 

3 • 

4. 

5 • 

(1) No person shall -

(a) establish or maintain a ferMontsrYJ or 

(b) carryon buoincaB ea 0 cocoa daalQr, 

without baing in pDec~saion of & valid licence 
issued by the Dlracto~. 

(2) A pyraon uho gotebllahca or maintain. a 
farmantary solely tur the proceeeing or caceo 
baans which, 

(a) Bro grown by such paraon, and 

(b) oro sold through u liconcod cocoa denIer 
or oxporbn, 

(1) ApplicdiolHl for tlla licencing of farll6ntarh. 
or for carrying O~ businG so ad COCCG dealers 
ahall be. liiadG in tr,o pn~r,crib(,:d forlA to tha 
Directo:c'. 

(2) The Director ~~y reject an application for a 
liconce ~ada under CUb6GC~ion (1) ir he ia 
satisfied that thu appllcLnt, 

(a) haG inBUrri~iDnt funds to operata 8 
farm8ntary or carryon thg businoBa or 
a cocoa dQeluI.'f or 

(b) h06 no ado4uato fucilitiao or plana for 
ad&quate facilities, for the processing, 
quality control, ilandling, storags, 
transport and ~&rkQtJng of cacao basns 
or COCO& b~ana, na tho coaa may bo. 

On payment of th~ rrescribQd fQe, the Director
may issue & lic6nc~ In ths proscribed forll for 
a farmantory or cocoa oQoler as th~ CBBS •• y b •• 

(1) The Diroctor MUY ondorno any licenco !s8uud 
under Bection 5 with such conditions and 
restrictions QS ho consldaro sppropriata either 
at tho tiaw or 15'1I11n9 t.he licanco or at any 
time thoroaftar, 8nd datnila of all such 
endorBenlOnt~! elml J LlIl !'ntoI:od in lit rugi .. t.ur or 

licunc;ofl. 

. .. /3. 
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(2) The Director 11101' suspend the licence for auch 
period as ha conold~r8 fit of any parson who in 
his opinion faila to comply with any conditione 
and restrictions endorsed on such licance, and 
the Director ~ay restoro ouch liconce upon such 
terms as he con8id~rs appropriate. 

A licence issued under eection 5 shall remain 
valid until the 31.t day of OGce~ber next 
following the d6te of iasue and may be renawad 
annually on paym€nt of tha prescribed faaa. 

(1) Evary licence issued under this Act, ahall be 
prominently displayed on tha pr9~i8u. of a 
licencGd fsr~entnry or cocoa dsalgr, as tha 
CSSS Mey ba, by the holder thereof. 

(2) The holdar of a licence for B fer.ontary or a 
licenced cocoa ds~ler who uses any vehicle in 
hie bU8ine8s shall prominently dlaplay on such 
vehicle the nu~bQr or tl~ lic~nc8 and .uch othar 
information aa tho Miniatar ~ay prescribe. 

Every lic~ncgd cocoa daa18r shall pro.inantly 
display to the public Qt h!$ placa of bueineaa 
the current pricgu bQing offarad for cacao baan. 
and or cocoa b~ans as the caaa ~ay be. 

PARI 3 I VANUATU EXP9!lr ~CO~ 

1 D. 

11. 

The Btandar~ for Vanuatu Export Cocoa ahall be 
basad on accepted internQtio~al standards and 
shall bo pruscribad by tho f1inist.er. 

Cocoa beans int0nrl~d for export ahall be .ubaittad 
for QX8mination to e Cocoa Inspector who shall 
issue a cartificflto in tho prsocribad ~annar 
therefor indicating Il!IIt:lthor or not tho beane ara 
of the prQ8cribsd Vnnuutu Export Cocoa Standard 
and mark the bags in the prescrlb9d form. 

PART 4 2 APPOINTMENT AND PQl!}JB§.....,QLCOCOA INSPECTORS 

12. (1 ) The Minint(;!" on t.h9 ~ccnm:ner.dation of the 
Director, may appoint Cocoa Insp8ctora by notica 
publiehed in the Gazette. 

(2) The Miniatsr may Gt any tiw9 by notice published 
in the Gazette rovcke tho appoint~8nt of a Cocoa 

t Inspector. 

., ./11. 



Power. of 
Cocoa 
Inapliictors. 

IlIIlIunity of 
Cocoa 
Inspector •• 

Appeals againat 
a declaien of 
the Director or 
Coooa Inspector. 

Coco. App.al. 
COIiMitt ••• 

13. 

14. 

It shall be lo~ful for & Cocoa lnap&ctor to 
enter at ~ll rGLsonabla hours onto any l_nd or 
into any building or upon any structure for tho 
purpo.a or inspecting, grading and taking aamplea 
of cocoa baans or of doing ouch other things as 
may be nocsaaary for the purposes or this Act. 

No procsedingc ahall lia against any Cocoa 
In5pector in raopuct of lose or dam.gs c.ua~d 
by him by any act or omission arising out of 
or in the courS8 of tha ~xarciaa by hiw of thQ 
powers conforrad on him und~r the provleionu ot 
thin Act unlQaa it La £ho~n that any auch loae 
or damage ~=B ccuaad malicioutily o~ without 
ressonsbla C4USG or by r90GOn or hie n.Q1Iu'nc~. 

PARI 5 : ~ISCELLAN[OUS 

15. (1) Appeal 8Qainct any d~c!elon of the Director ~ada 
under this Act lisa to the rjiniat~r. 

(2) Appssl 8Qain~t any d~ciaion or a Cocoa Inspector 
made und~r thia Act liu. to a Cocoa Appaa!Q 
Commltta& ~.tQbIitlh9d undvr a.etlan 16. 

(3) An appeal under 6ubsQct!on (1) or (2) ahall be 
aub~itt9d in writing to tha Ministsr or the 
Cocoa Appaal& Co~~ittaQ, aa thQ C&ae ~uy b8. 
~ithin 30 days from thg date or the d8ci8ion 
appealed sgeinat. 

(4) Tho Ainigtor or the Cocoa ApPuGla Co.~itt.G, •• 
the cnaa ~ey be. shyll UiVB th~ir d~cision 

~ithin e pgriod net QxcQoding 15 days frolll 
receiving thu ~ppa~l and their doc1810n& ohall 
be final end not oubjcet to ~OVi8~ by any Court. 

16. (1) The Miniotor shull by Ordor publi.hod in the 
Gazatto con~titut8 Cocoa APPQol COQ~itt8.e 
consiatlng or a chair~Qn and twa ~9~b&rG 
appointed by the Minietsr as follows &-

(a) a rapr06sntBtivQ of tho department af 
Agriculture, chuirzon, 

(b) t~o.reprBsuntativas of cocoa gro~.r., 
mUl'JlbAro. 

(2) The Riniotsr on appointing Q ffie~b8r under 
_ubssction (1) sholl nominata an altQrnate to 
such ~a~bor who ah~ll nct- during luch MaMber's 
temporary abuuncn or inability to att~nd, whethur 
or not such ma~b~r 10 outDld~ Vonuutu, and 
~hathar or not such inobility la due to ilIna.a 
or other incapacity. 

. .. /~-. . 
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(3) The Minister may prRdcribo th~ rul~. of procedure 
to be followed by COCO& Appeul Committ •• ~. 

17.' (1) Any person who contuvsnsl!5 61!ctions 3, B or 9 111 
guilty of en off8nce. 

(2) Any pgrson whu -

(8) oblit~rQtQa, te~pera with, or r •• ov •• a 
prescribed in$p~ct1un ~~rk on a coco. bao. 

(b) adda te, r0mOVSI rro~, or 1n any other 
~anner tQ~pere with tha content. or • 
~ark&d coco~ b@9 uithout thu approval or 
a cocoa 1n8pcctor~ 

(c) ~akw. ~ny unQuthariced Qltor~tion or 
delation to any c8rtiric~L~ luauad by 
Q Coco~ In$pectorJ 

i8 guilty of nn ofr~nce. 

(3) Any perGon ~hc hind~rG or Gb~truct. a Cocoa 
Inap&ctor in th~ pcrfdr~nnc~ of hia dutl~. or 
1n tha ~xacci~8 of hi& pou~r~ undQr thu Act 1_ 
guilty of cn ot(Gnc~. 

18. (1) Any pElraon CUf\v!.ct~rJ of' an ofrancifl ur.der Baotion 17 
IH liable en ~onvlction tu ~ f1n~ not Qxcccd1ng 

19. 

20. 

VT 100.000 or i!n;Jrii{;ot,;tj~i1t nGt IixCludil'lg -ix Montha 
or to both~ 

(2) rhQ Court fol2Y 11. ltd\Jiti~n to u;~ pUflhh~ant 
providOid il\ liub~0,;tion (1) Ol'd.a'C th~ rorruitur. 
of Qny b~anD ~ith c~~ard to which the orf~ncQ 
\Joo cQmmitt8d. 

The Mini ~ tour !l'\~ y Dye t~;,::jJ;' rU1J1 iilhed in the Gaz.t tlil 
maka GUGh r .. ~/.-, .. ~lont; aa .iLy be lieC86&ary tor 
carrying out tho provi~lo"B of thia Act, and •• y 
prs8cribo ~nything th~t Wgy b~ prsucrlb~d. 

This Act ah311 ca~a into furca on 8uch day a. the 
Mlni~t~r ~~y ~ppolnt by Urder publlahad In the 
Gazetts and thu f'iinig\:.IH Flay mppoint d1trorant 
days for thG co~ing into r~rcQ of dirt.rant 
provlsinne of thiR Act. 
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