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REPUBLIC OF VANUATU I , I 
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THE DECENTRALISATION ACT 
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, " I I' ~'i! : 

NO II OF 1980 

,I ,I ,,: Ii,: Ii 
~ : I \; ii" ! j'~ i . : 

To make provision for the establishment of loca~!1 (:i: 1/ i~li!': 
Government Regions, Local Government Councils ~ ~hd;' ". , it, I 
their powers ond the mnnner of their administrart9~.'! ,i~!' • 

Be it enacted by the President Clnd Parliament a~{:l: :: :,,; 
follows : - "i,l ,',' 

, J 1"r:! 

PART 1 INTERPRETATION 
!, t, 

! i.': ! ':;:11 
! \' I i:~', 

"Minister" means the Minister for the time; ~:in~ iii!: 
r~sponsible ~or regional government or any: 'I: i :"I"I;!,',' 'I 

Mlnister Clctlng on his behalf; : I ,: iij I 
" I ,", II 

"Secretary" means a Secretary of a local go~~n :\11' 
ment council appointed pursuant to section,! ,~h ;:,; ,I ,.,i:" i : 

!e ,.' llltl!' "representative bodies" means the body or I e,-e ,I; I! : 
recognised by the Minister as representati, ~::::of: : ;r' 
the group or class in relation to which tl1el, Phrd~,tli ' 
is used :1 ,~ ! ! :,1 • , I 

• " .. I , III : I I ': i . ,:,~ I' 

I' ',I, .. , 

2 ESTABLISHMENT OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT I !. ON~ 1:'~li i 

:1 f'; I 1 :.:;;' 

1 • 

PAET 

LQcal Government 
{I~,egions and Local 2. (1 ) 
'~'overnrnent Councils. 

',I I 'I 'I II,' " I 
'\ 1, ,I; ; 

I ,'j 

The rresident may on the advice of th~ .[~rimEl ;':': ' 
Minister by order -', J ~i : IJ'':i! , , 
(al declare a 'local government regio~;::, ' ;! 1';1,:' 

(2) 

(4) 

•• u t '--- '. ] 

t i 

(b give 0. name to a local governmen] I~:egfcj>,; ;;1, 
(c define the boundaries .,of a local d~oyern; M,iL 

ment region and later~.them.! I: .,; ~I: 
Y/hen the i'resident declares n local gd~d;~nni~ ",'J::I; 
region under subsection (1) he shall ~ ,th~ II . 
order establish a local government co~ ,~il it), 
that region. Iii :: 'ii J;. 
The ~resident shall on a petition fro~ ~Hrll:W' 
ment suspend or dissolve a local gove~~~nj I:d~li, 
council. • !':',I I'lri 

~ ! I'" I .: I . "! ' , 
; I ' j, I. '~I I' 

When a local government council is dj,..{;44?~vTIe;,-. 
in accordance w,i th subsection (3) an :~l~RttP~lf: 
sholl take place on Co dote fixed by tljlt ill : : I :lllii i 
President in the Qrder of diSSolution,t,~:iCl1lll'!i;' 
shnll not be more than one calendar m . ~h 'b~ r 
the date of dissolution. . "I'lll!.,1 ,ji(i':; 

Ii ,1,1 I '1.11' 
,;: I i\,'" I I 1(' 
'II ;:I,j; 'II 1'1 
:! I ,~Ii' I' I' I :;\ I 
.! Ii 11:' i, : !; , '! J. : 
,I I ,; i I . ~I 

,i I,; '; ;;iI 
;' 1 " I li:~; I 
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During the period of a suspension under sub
section (3) or until an election following a 
dissolution the powers and duties of a local 
government council should be exercised by a 
commission appointed by the President on the 
advice of the Minister. 

The Minister shall by order divide a local 
government region into area council divisions 
and may alter those divisions. 

A local government council shall be a body cor· 
porate with perpetual succession and power to;· 
(a) sue and be sued in its corporate name and 
(b) to purchase, acquire hold manage and 

dispose of movable and immovable property 

The Minister may from time to time by order 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

(g) 

prescribe the composition of a local 
government council and the number of coun 
cillors; 
prescribe the number of members of 10co1 
government councils to be elected in 
respect of each area council division' 
provide for appointed members of locai 
government councils who shall number not 
more than one third of each local govern
ment council and shall consist of 
(i) chiefs nominated by the National 

Council of Chiefs; 
(ii) women selected by the Minister from 

among persons nominated by represen1 
ative bcdies of women; 

(iii)- youth representatives selected by t} 
Minister from among persons nominat( 
by representative bodies of youth; 

provide for the election of a President 
who sholl be chairman of the local gover] 
ment council. 
provide for the election of a Deputy 
President; 
prescribe the tenns and conditions of 
office of the President and other member 
of loccl government councils; 
provide for any other matter not herein 
specified which may be necessary for the 
proper establishment and functioning of 
local government council. 

Each local government council shall have a 
seal of a design approved by such local gover 
ment council which shall be kept in the custo 
of the Secretary to the local government 
council. 
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'. ,Stand::!.ng 
·Orders. 

rerm of office 
)f members of 
local government 
~ouncils and 
~lections thereto. 
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, 'I' I', :"1" i 
I'! ; , \" I 

7 • (1) Subject to the provisions of this Act!1 e. V8r,\. :'.; i 
local government council shall make standi II ii, 

orders for :-::1" ,:)\ i: 1" 

(a) the regulation and conduct ofth~ mee:, "l~S 
of the local government councili;,~nd ot i!lii i 
'committees of the local governm~ t cou~C:jjl; 

(b) the authentication of all docum~ t s :i I iIJ
m
:'!! 

required to be sealed with the's tU olf; Ii 'e 
local government council· and . l~! 'if'~!;" 

(c) such other matters as may be nep ~sary.l!!: I 
for the purposes of this Act or I :fmay' oe 
directed by the Min±ter. \: iii, . ",r" 

(2) The Secretary shall cause a certifie~~'. t.'ruel J ll:: 
copy of the standing orders of a loc~; .·i~oye . ,: 
ment council and of all amendments tql s:lichl",): ~'I 
standing orders to be forwarded to 1:h'. :Min~ "e '. 

,; 1::11 " t: Iii; 

, ,I 1 "1' I 

(3) Standing Orders of local government c<rmpcil. ,jmd 
all amendments thereto shall not haV8(effect;i

l
:,:., 

until forwarded to the Mini ster. ' , Ii : ::'",' I" r 
: i ,I' . 

I' ! I ' 

PART <iJMEMB S. 
, I I" I 

~---..;;..;;.---..;;;...;;..;..~;;..;.;..;;~~~~;;..;;;;.;= 1',1 ,: · Ii:: i: : 

8, (1) Members of locai government councils i~l [i~\: I, 
elected or appointed as the case may !~:::fJ i 'IIi, ! 
period of four years and together wi tp: ~ny \ i i; I! : 
councillor elected or appointed to f~~n.~1' El . I:I~ 'i 'I i ~ 
vacancy shall retire together at the i;E;p.,q o.1fI'.1 i\'\ 

that period. :i;I)! . \ 1.1 ':! ' 
(2) Subject to the provisions of this Ac~i'~~~ ·i !li \ i 

l1inister may by order provide for th~! ,r~guJJ ;:,\ Ii, ' 
ation and conduct of elections to be !,h~:td I \; i' , 
under the provisions of this II.ct and ,'i :~ij"th ,I I 
prejudice to the generality of the fJrt¢oid. I . ~. I . 
may provide for : - : 'I. i ,I,' i 

(a) the date for election of electeqi '. ¢ilOO:I1S .... : • 
of n local government council. 'Ifl;tmil:\ ~ 
Minister fails to fix such date the ~'III \ 
election shall take place on a d'a~' e t '~ 
is one calender month before the\! i t,d 0 '~':I 
the term office of the members pr .s'ent ',. I' 
in office. If the date is a Sntu day '\1 "j ,~ 
SundQy or Public holiday the ele'ction' III:':~ • 
shall take place on the next pre,6;4ing, ,~.:.: " 
day that is not one of those day~, 1:1 11:,1\',~.1 

(b) ~~e e~~~~~~~~ations and diSqUalif~'71+fr';i:'!:\' 
(c) the registr~tion of electOJ:' s in ~zti; ;16b, :, 'i, ' , 

government region or in any areal louncll." "i':,! ; 
division; Ii;. I, '!!rl~' , 

(d) the ascertainment of the quali:(,i~; ~"'Qn~IA pr 

and disqualifications of candida~, ~Iif() lin Ii 1:,: 
election a"s members of local gov~: ~entl:i.\a:: 
councils; \~ ':"1' \'\ 'in I: 

(e) the method of making and disposi. 1!8f1i tlllll i: 
claims or objections in connectio, :\~i~ lit '\'" 
the registration of electors; I, I ~;~ : I IJ '," :' 

.' 'I.'j;f.:" 'l~ I I' I, 

i;' ;1 ;:~ ':~: 1\ [I i1: II! I 
l! I 1,,' '1,' \,1 I 

,\ ill;: i I il'i. f," I ~ , 
~! I ' I '", , 
':' !:; : I" I, 

F' 
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(f) 

(g) 

(h) 

XCi) 

(j) 

9. (1 ) 

10. 

11.(1) 

lid 

i?· ~ 
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the procedure for the nomination of candidates 
for election as members of local government 
councils; 
th~ method of election in any local government 
regioni 
the determination of any question which may 
arise whether any person has been elected as 
a member of n local government council; 
the nature of corrupt and illegal practices in 
connection with elections and penalties in 
relation thereto; 
Provided that no penalty prescribed by any 
order made under this paragraph shall exceed 
imprisonment for a period of 5 years or a 
fine of FNH 100,000 or both such imprisonment 
and fine; 
such forms as he may consider necessary to be 
used in connection with elections. 

A person shall be disqualified for election or 
appointment as a member of a local government 
council if he z-
(a) is a member of Parliament; 
(b) is disqualified from being a member of 

Parliament; 
(c) is in the service of the local government 

council; 

If any member of a local government council, 
(a) ~emb~ is fJund to have been unqualified 

or disqualified for election or appoint
ment to a local government council; 

(b) does, or permits or suffers any act, 
matter or thing which would, under the 
provisions of Section 9 disqualify him fo: 

appointment or election; 
(cd) resigns from the local government council 
() retires in accordance with any terms and 

conditions that may be prescribed under 
the provisions of.section 5; 

(0) fails to attend 3 consecutive meetings of 
the local government councilor of any 
committee of the local government council 
of which he is a member, unless he has 
obtained the prior permission of the 
local government council to absent him
self throughout such period, 

he shall cease to hold office. 

Whenever a vacancy occurs in the office of an 
elected member of a council an election shall 
be held in accordance with orders made under 
the provisions of section 7. 

. . /5 



;;~". 'ttc 

'Iiili, ! I' 

i .. 1 1/'. I: : /-
.: ,. I ' 

, ~iI .' , 

I
: iit~i I!, 

, tf',; I 
I , I 

i!I'1 
, '.1 ; 

, I 
Ii. 

I 
,i. 1 

!', ',' 
" r, ' 

d' 1 

;: ~'i f I 

;:;1/1 
, I 1 

Il-l' , I. i I 
" "",.' "~ ..... 

:1, ! 
"i. " , ' 
'I" ! " ' 

; 
I '., .. 

If -r 

(2) 

(4) 

12.(1) 

(2) 

(4) 

- 5 -
Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection 
(1) if -
(a) a vacancy occurs in the office of a 

councillor within six months preceding 
the dcte on which such councillor would 
ordinarily retire; and 

(b) the total of unfilled vacancies does IX) t 
exceed Q third of the total number of 
councillors. 

And if no local council division will thereby 
be unropresented an election to fill such 
vacancy sholl not be held under the provisions 
of this secti0n and such vaccncy shall remain 
unfilled until the time of the next ordinary 
election. 

A person elected under the provisions of this 
section to fill a vccancy sholl hold office 
un~il the date upon which the person in whose 
place he is elected would ordinarily hove 
retired, ond he sholl then retire. 

Whenever there is a vacancy in the office of ill 
appointed member of a local government council 
the Minister sholl appoint another person to 
fill that vacancy in accordance with subsectioJ 
(3) and orders mode under Section 5 (c). 

PART 4 l'1EETINGS OF LOCJ\L GOVERNMENT.', .' 
COONCILS 

Every local government council shall hold nat 
less than 3 meetings each year for the tronsac 
ion of general business at one of which it 
sholl consider the annual estimates. 

Subject to subsection (3) every meeting of a 
locol government council sholl be open to the 
public ond to representatives of the Press. 

The 
(a) 

(b) 

chairman of any such meeting may :
exclude or require to withdraw from such 
meeting ony person Who, in his opinion, : 
behaving in a disorderly monner; and 
coll upon any pol·ice officer or any 
officer or servant of the locol governmel 
council to eject any such person refusllg 
to withdraw from such meeting. 

No meeting of any committee of a locol govern, 
ment council sholl be open to the public or n 
representatives of the Press unless the local 
government council otherwise directs. 

The Secretary or his representative sholl 
attend every meeting of the local government 
council and its committees but shall not be 
entitled to vote thereat. 

.. /6 
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Save as provided in subsection (2) the 
Presiden~ or Deputy President sholl preside 
at ~ll meetings of a local government council. 

In the absence of the President or Deputy 
President the members present at any meeting 
of a local government council shall elect one 
of their members to oct as choirmQn of that 
meeting. 

The quorum for any meeting of 0 local govern
ment council sholl be one half of the elected 
members. 

All acts of 0 local government council mld all 
questions and matters coming before a local 
government council for decision shall be done 
and decided by a majority of the elected 
members present and voting thoreon. 

The chairman of any meeting of a local 
government council sholl in addition to his 
ordinary vote have a costing vote in the case 
of an equality of votes. 

Minutes of the proceedings of all meetings 
of a local government council and of any 
committee of a local government council 
including the names of all members present 
at any such neeting shall be drawn up and 
entered in a book kept for that pupose. They 
shall be signed at the next neeting of the 
local government councilor committee, as the 
case Qay be, by the chairman. Any minutes 
purporting to be so signed, or any extract 
from the minute book purporting to be cert
ified by writing under the hand of the Secret; 
to be a true copy of any entry in the minute 
book, shall be received in evidence without 
further proof. 

(2) 
Until the contrary is'proved, a meeting of a 
local goverrunent c0uncil or of a committee 
of a'local government council in respect of 
the proceedings whereof a rrinnte has been mad 
and signed in occordance wL .. ~ the provisions 
of subsection (1) shall be deemed to hove 
been duly convened and held. All members 
pr€sent ot such meeting sholl be deemed to 
hove been duly qualified. ~here such procee

e 

ings are proceedings of a committee it sholl 
be deemed to have been duly constituted and 
to have had power to deal with the matters tc 
which reference is made in such minute • 

. . /7 
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PART 5 EXECUTIVE AND FINANCE COMMITTEE 
~;";';;"-:::~-"";lM\.N~15~tJTHER COMMITTEES 

16. (1) Each local government council shall appoint an 
Executive and Finance Committee consisting of 
the President and the Deputy President of the 
local government council and not less than 
2 nor more than 5 other elected members. 

(2) iI. local government council may from time to 
time appoint and dissolve other committees for 
any general or special purposes which in the 
opinion of the loc3+ ~varnment council would 
be better regulated and managed by a committee 
and may delegate to a committee so appointed, 
with or without restrictions or conditions, as 
the local government may decida, any power 
conferred upon the local government council 
under- this !lCt or any other 1 a .... , , except, 

(4) 

(6) 

) 

(a) the power to make regional laws; 
(b) the power to borrow money; or 
(0) any other power which by this Act or 

any other law or an order made by the 
Minister may not be exercised by a 
committee of a local government council. 

In no case shall any act of any committee of a 
local government council be binding upon the 
local goverru~ent council until submitted to and 
approved by the local government council except 
in any cose where the local government council 
hos, by resolution, authorised a committee to 
manage, regulate or conclude any matter. 

The number of members of a- committee other I 
than the Executive and Finance Committee and 
the term of office cf~mbGrs shall be fixed 
by the local government council. 

Tho chairman of any such committee shall be 
a momber who is em el~tod .!TIQ.11Lber of the 
local government council. Tho Chairman sholl 
be appointed eithor by the local government 
councilor, in default of any such appoint
ment, by the members of the committee. 

A committee, other than the Executive ond 
Finance Committee, may include persons who 

\ 

ore not members of the local government ' 
council to a number not exceeding one third 
of the membership of such committee. Such 
persons shall not be entitled to vote at any 
meeting of the committee. 

Every member of a committee who at the time 
of his appointment to such committee is a 
member of the local government council shall, 
upon ceasing to be such member, cease to be a 
member of the committee. 

.. /8 
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(3) 

18. (1) 

(2) 

(3) 

19. 

20. 

21. (1) 

b 
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PART 6 SECRETARY I TREi'.SURER AND STAFF 

Subject to Section 18 (3) a local government 
council shall appoint a fit person not being 
a member to be Secretary. 

The Secretary shall be the chief executive 
officer of the local government council and 
shall have the charge and custody of and be 
responsible for all books, records and other 
documen~s of the local government council. 

The appointment of a person as Secretary and 
the terms and conditions of such appointment 
shall in all respects be subject to the prior 
approval in writing of the Minister. 

Subject to subsection (3) a local government 
council shall appoint a Treasurer. 

A local government council may appoint such 
other officers, as it may consider necessary 
for the proper perfonnance of its functions, 
upon such terms and conditions as it may 
determine and may define the powers and duties 
of such officers. 

Until such tiQe as the Minister is satisfied 
that suitable persons are otherwise available 
the Secretary, Treasurer and such other office] 
as be may consider necessary shall be seconded 
to a local government council from the public 
service. 

The Secretary and Treasurer shall not be 
dismissed without the prior consent in writing 
of the Minister. 

Subject to Section 18 (3) a local government 
council may from tirreto" time employ, on such 
terms and conditions as it may determine, such 
agents', servants and workmen as may be necess
ary for the proper performance of its function 

A local government council shall make staff 
regulations, which, subject to the provisions 
of this Act, ~ay make provision for all or any 
of the following matters relating to persons 
in the service of the council other than per-
sons seconded to it :-

grades and salary sc~les; 
appointments, prornotl0ns, leave, 
termination of appointments and dis-
missals; 
maintenance of discipline; 
disciplinary offences; .. /9 
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24. 
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(f) 
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interdiction and payment of salary or 
wages during any period of interdiction; 
punishments in respect of disciplinary 
offences including the withholding or 
deferment of increments, fines, reduct
ions in rank or salary and deductions 
from salary in respect 0: damage to pro
perty of the local government council by 
reason of misconduct or breach of duty 
by an officer servant or employee; 
training; 
paYment of allowances; and 
telms and conditions of service generally 
including matters relating to procedure 
and the duties and responsibilities of 
officers, servants and employees. 

staff regulations made under the pDovisions of 
subsection (1) shall be subject to the approval 
of the Minister. 

A local government council may 
(a)' establish and maintain or join with other 

local government councils or authorities 
in establishing and maintaining a pension 
or superannuation scheme; 

(b) contribute to a pension or s~erannuation 
scheme established and maintained by the 
Government; or 

(c) make other arrangements for the payment of 
pensions or superannuation benefits to 
persons retiring from the service of the 
local government council, or to any depenc 
ent of any deceased person Who at the 
time of his death was in or had retired 
from the service of the local government 
council. 

PJ.RT 7 DUTIES AND POWERS OF LOCAL GOVEllii
MENT COUNCILS 

Subject to any other law, and the provisions 
of this Act a local government council shall bl 
generally responsible for the good government 
of its local government region and the welfare 
of the people therein. 
It sholl have the direct and indirect duties 
and powers set out in Part 1 of the Schedule. 

The Minister may by order from time to time 
alter the Schedule but may not alter the 
maximum limit¢s of local taxes provided for 
in Part 2 of the Schedule. 

At the request of the Minister, a local govern 
ment council may 
(a) act as the agent of the Government for' 

the collection of government revenue 
upon such terms and conditions as to pay
ment of commission or otherwise as may 
be agreed; or 

•• /10 
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- 10 -

(b) act as agent for and perform and do such 
other acts, matters and things on behalf 
of the Government asrnay be agreed between 
the Government and the local government 
council. ' 

Subject to the provisions of subsection (2), 
to any order made under section 42 and to any 
conditions or limitations imposed by its stand
ing orders, a local government council may 
enter into contracts for the purpose of any 
works, services or other matters which it is 
required or empowered to undertake, carry out 
and manage. 

Except as may be permitted by its standing 
orders, a local government council shall not 
enter into any contract 

(a b), for the supply of any goods or materialsi·c 
C) for the execution of any works or provis c 

of any services, other than professional 
services to or for the local government 
council; 

except after publicly colling for tenders for 
the some. 

A contract purporting to be mode by 0. local 
government council which is 

(a) 

(b) 

sealed with the seal of the local govern
ment; or 
signed by an officer of the local govern-
ment council duly authorised in that 
behalf by any resolution or standing orde: 
of the local government council shall not 
be invalid by reason only of any failure 
to observe any standing order made under 
the, provisions of this Act. 

PART 8 REGIONII.L LAWS 

Subject to the provisions of this part and to 
subsection (2) a local government council may 
make regional lows for the good government of 
the region and the welfare of its people. 

Regional Lows shall be such as may be necessaI 
for or incidental to the carrying out of the 
direct powers referred to in Part 1 of the 
Schedule. 

Where there is a conflict between the provisic 
of a regional law which complies with Sectic~ 
26 and on Act, Joint Regulation or 'order the 
provisions of the regional law sholl prevail 
except, subject to subsection (2), where the 
Act, Joint Regulation or order specifically 
provides that it shall have general applic
ation throughout Vanuatu or the provisions 
thereof so imply. 

• • /11 
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The provisions of an Act, Joint Regulation or 
order shall not prevail over·tbe provisions 
of a regional law if the c0nsequences thereof 
would be to prevent a local government council 
fro~ exercising its power to make laws in 
respect of any of its direct powers. 

The following provisions of this section shall 
apply to all regional laws. 

The 
the 
(a) 
(b) 

(c) 

local government council shall forward to 
Minister 

a copy of the proposed regionai law; 
a memorandum giving the reasons for the 
making of the proposed law; 
copies of any minutes of the local govern· 
ment relating to the law. 

The Minister shall either -

(ba)· approve the proposed regional law; or 
() refer the law back to tfie local governmen" 

council stating in writing that the 
proposed law 

«
(l
i
') conflicts with the Constitution; or 

i) is not made in compliance with 
Section 26; or 

(iii) conflicts with an hct, Joint Regul
ation or Order which prevail and 
briefly giving his reasons for so 
stating. 

On receipt of a law in accordance with subsect
ion (3) (b) a local government council may 
either -
(a) return the proposed law with amendments 

made thereto in which case SUbsection (3) 
shall apply to the amended proposed law; 

(b) return the proposed law to the Minister 
unamended stating in .writing the reasons 
why it rejects the Ministers referral. 

On receipt of a proposed regional law in accorc 
ance with subsection (4' (b) the Minister shall 
within 15 days either approve it or refer it 
to the Supreme Court together v'i th any stnte
ments made in accordanc.E:l with subsections 
(3) and (4). 

On a referral to it in accordance with sub
section (5) the Supreme Court shall either -
(a) direct the approval of the law by the 

Minister; or 
(b) declare in what manner the proposed region 

law 
(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

conflicts with the Constitution; or 
is not made in compliance with Sectio 
25; pr 
conflicts with an hct, Joint 
Regulation or Order, 
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(7) Every regional law shall be made under the 
seal of the local government council Which 
shall be affixed in the presence of ,the 
President, the Secretary and one other member 
all of whom shall sign the regional law. ' 

29. (1) Every regional law shall be published by not
ification in the Gazette and issued as a 
supplement thereto and shall have the force of 
law in the local government region as from the 
date of such publication or if a later date 
is provided in such regional law, as from 
that date. 

(2) A copy of the supplement to the Gazette con
taining any regional law shall be evidence of 
the due making of such regional law and of 
the contents thereof. ' 

, (3) A copy of all regional EWs shall be deposited 
in ,the offices of the local government council 
and shall at all reasonable hours be open to 
public inspection without payment • 

30. 

31. 

A regional law may provide that in respect 
of any contravention of or failure to comply 
with any of the provisions thereof the person 
convicted of such contravention or failure 
sholl be liable to such fine, not exceeding 
FNH20,000 or to such period of imprisonment, 
not exceeding six months, as may be therein 
provided or to both such fine and imprisonment 

PART 9 FINANCE 

The financial year of a local government 
council shall be the same as the Government 
financial year. 

32. (1) The budget of a local government council shall 
be divided into a recu~rent and an extrabrdin
ary part for both revenue and expenditure. 

(2) 

33. (1) 

Items 'of revenue and expenditure Which by 
their nature appear unlikely to recur each 
year shall be included in the extraordinary 
part of a local government council budget. 

The recurrent revenue of a local government 
council shall consist of :-
(a) all local taxes :bwfully levied by the 

local government council; 
(b) such part as the Minister may determine 

of any fees and charges payable in 
resp~ct of licences and permits which 
have been lawfully issued or authorised 
for issue by the local government 
council, whether under this or any other 
Act or Joint Re~lation. 

•• loA "7 .. 
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(c) all other fees J charges, rents and dues 
payable to or recoverable by the local govern
ment councilor to which the local council is 
entitled under the provisions of this or any 
other law; 

'(d) one-half of all fines imposed by a court of 
\ 

competent· jurisdiction w,ithin the local govern-. 
ment co~cil in. .respect of any· contravention of 
or .. fp ill1re ·to comply with' the provisions of 
this Act or of any regj,.onal la .... in. force .in 
that lo..cal.government region; 

_ .·(e)· except as may be otherwise prescribed by the 
Minister , . ..all' charges or profits ari.s1ng "from" 

-any trade, service or·undertaking.carried on 
by the locaL government council in exercise of 

"'the powers vested in it; 
(f) interest· on moneys invested by the·local 

.government council, except where· .other"provis
ion is made in respect thereof under the 
provisions of this or any other law; 

(hg ) all recurrent grants paid by the Government; 
~) all rents from lands leased by the local 

government council; 
(i) such other revenues as the Minister'respon'sible 

for finance may declare in w ri ting to be 
revenues for the purposes of this section. 

34. (1) The extraordinary revenue of a local government 
'c"ouncil shall consist of z-

m 
special grants paid to it by Government; 
loans; 
gif.ts and legacies; 
proceeds from the sale of local government 

(e) 
council property; 
any other unusual or temporary income. 

(2) The Minister may after consultation with the 
Minister responsible for finance by order 
provide for the method of calculation of any 
special grants or classes of special grants. 

35. A local government council may, subject to the 
provisions of this or any other law expend 
moneys in the proper exercise of its duties and 
powers and in the proper performance of matters 
necessarily incidental thereto or arising there
from, and for the purpose o~ meeting its 
lawful debts and obligations. 

36. (1) A local government council may from time to'· 
time, with the consent of the Minister respon-

'" sible. f.or finance raise loans by way of mort
gage, issue of stock, or any other method, in 
such amounts and on such conditions as·the 
Minister respons;1.ble. for finance in .each case, 

. may approve and all such loans shall· be 
.charged upon the revenues and'assets o! .. the.:.. 
local gov.ernment .. council. and shall"rank,' "': . 

... equally without priority. 
(2) - .. Any financial lia:Qi11 ty to ,the,---Government law-

". fully incurred bY.,a local, government council. for 
the purpose· of acquiring any int erest· in land or 
anY'works, schemes, tmde~ings or assets- from 
ttle' the Government, and not discharged. by immed
iate payment, shall be deemed i;() be a loan 
-- ........ -+-.,.,...:1 l-.. ·'+-"h0 I"'''''f'~...,p,.,t. ,', /14 
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37. Any of the moneys of a local government council may 
be -
(a) deposited in a bank approved in writing by the 

roinister responsible for finance, 

(b) invested in Vanuatu Government eecurities as 
provided for in the Central Bank of Vanuatu 
Act, or 

(c) in such other manner as the Minister 
responsible for finance may approve. 

38. (1) Evary local government council shall on a date 
which, in default of appointment by tho Minister, 
is not later than two months before tho commencoment 
of tho financial year, poss detailed estimates, in 
such form as the Minister after consultation with 
tho Minister responsible for finance may approve, 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

of tho revenue and expenditure of tho local 
gov~rnment council for the ensuing year. 

The ostimotos of a local governmont council sholl 
bo submittod to the Ministor who, subject to the 
provisions of SUbsection (3) and after consultation 
with tho Minister responsiblo for finance shall t-

(0) approv~ such estimates witho.ut amendment J or 

(b) disallow or amend any itom or any part of any 
itom theroin which, in his opinion, is unlawful 
excessive or unnecossary; or 

(c) disapprovG such estimatos. 

Tho powor of disallowanco, amondment or disapproval 
conforrod on the Minister by the provisions of 
subsoction (2) shall not bo exorcised by the Minister 
until he has allowed th8 local government council 
tho opportunity of making representations on any 
proposod disallowance, amondment or disapproval. 

As soon os possible after tho Minister has approved 
tho ostimates of the local government council, 
whothor with or ~ithout omendment, a copy of such 
ostimates shall be deposited in the office of the 
local government council and ·shall at all reasonable 
hours bo open to public inspection without payment. 

(5) Whero additional financial provision is required 
during tho courso of any year, supplementary 
estimotos shall be passed, submitted and otherwise 
dealt with in the some mannor 06 estimates. 

(6) A summary of the estimates and any supplementary 
estimatos as approved by tho Minister shall bo 
recordod in the minutes of tho local gov~rnment 
council. 

39. (1) No expenditure shall be incurred by a local 
government council unless it con be properly 
chargod to an item in the approved estimates 
or in approved supplementary estimates. 

• •• /15. 
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(2) Subjoct to the provisions of any order made under 
section 42 and notwithstanding the provisions of 
subsection (1) and section 38 (5) a local 
government council may by resolution authorise 
the oxpenditure of not more than fNH 200,000 or 
twonty-five per cent, whichever is the less of 
funds.appropriated for anyone purpose in approved 
estimates, on any other purpose therein contained~ 

Provided that no expendituro on such authorisation 
shall take place without the consent of tho 
Ministor 
(a) for any purpose in rospect of which provision 

has not beon made in the approvod estimates; or 

(b) for any purpose the proposed expenditur~ on 
which has been reduced by tho Ministor. 

(3) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsoction (1), 
o local govornmont council may 

(0) prior to the approval of its estimates, 
Quthorise expenditure on rocurrent items to 
on amount not exceeding half that provided 
in tho approvod ostimates for the preceding 
yoar; and 

(b) prior to the approval of its ostimates or of 
any supplomentary estimates, grant to its 
officers, sorvants and omployees any normal 
increase of salary or wages in accordance 
with approved scoles • 

PART 10 - ACCOUNTS AND AUDIT 

40. (1) A local govornment council shall couse proper books 
and accounts to be kept and truo regular records 
ontorod therein of all financial transactions of 
tho local government council. 

(2) Subjoct to any directions of the Minister, such 
books and accounts shall be kept in such form Old 
by such method as the local government council may 
approvo. 

41. (1) A locnl government council ~oy subject to the 
approvcl of tho Auditor General appoint a fit a.d 
propor porson to be the auditor of the local 
govornmorit council at such ro~e of remunoration 
as the local government council may determine for 
tho purpose of auditing and reporting on the accounts 
of the local government council. 

(2) If tho Auditor General directs, a local government 
council shall reimburse to the Government such sum 
in respect of the Auditor Goneral's expenses as 
the Minister may fix. 

(3) A local government council sholl -

(0) produco to the auditor with!- three months of 
tho conclusion of the year .to which they relate 
all tho books and accounts :of the local 
govornment council together with all deeds, 

••• /16. 
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controcts, documents, receipts ond vouchers 
rolbting theretoJ 

(b) . permit tho auditor~to inspect all stores ond 
other assets of the local government council 
as ho moy require; and 

(c) give to the auditor such information, explanation 
and focilities as he may require to be given to 
enable him to porform tho duties of on auditor. 

(4) It sholl be the duty of the auditor to report to Q 

local government council not loss than once in each 
yoar separately in respect of oach of the following 
matters, that is to say, whethor or not -

(0) he has obtained all such information, 
explanation and facilities os he moy have 
roquired to be given to enable him to perform 
tho duties of an auditor; 

(b) 'the accounts of tho local government council 
are in ordor ond present a tru~ view of tho 
financial position of the local government 
councilJ 

(c) separate accounts of all undortakings and 
other accounts roquired to be kept by the 
provisions of this Act have boon kept, 

(d) due provision has boon made for rodemption 
and ropayment of all moneys borrowed by the 
local government council; 

(e) Juo provision has be on made for doprociation 
or ronewal of tho assets of the local government 
council. 

(5) In addition to the report roquirod undor 8ubsoction 
(4) the auditor shall roport to tho Minister and to 
tho locnl government council any mattor or thing 
which is discovored during the course of the audit 
and which appoors to have been done or performed 
without due authority. 

(6) Tho Secrotory shall -
(a) within thirty days of. the roceipt of tho 

ouditor's report on the accounts of tho locol 
government council for any year submit the 
accounts together with such report to the 
Minister; and 

(b) lay the accounts of the local government 
council for each year together with the 
auditor's report thereon before the local 
government council within thirty days of the 
receipt of such report, or if the council is 
not sitting, at its next moeting. Thereafter 
such extracts from such accounts and such 
reports as the Minister may approve sholl be 
deposited in the offices of tho local governmonl 
council and shall at all reasonable hours be 
open to public inspection without payment • 

• • • /17 • 
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42. (1) The Minister after consultation with the Minister 
rosponsible for finance may make orders not 
inconsistent with any of the provisions of this 
Act for the purpose of 

(0)" controlling and. managing the financial 
business of local government council.; 

(b) regulating the procedure and duties of the 
treasurers, end accounting stoff of local 
government councils; 

(c) providing for the receipt, safe-handling, 
recording, safe custody and disposal of 
cash or stores; 

(d) empowering local government councils to 
surcharge members of their staff responsible 
for loss of money or loss of or damago to 
stores and providing for tho manner in which 
surcharges shall be mode; 

(0) rogulating the procodure for dealing with 
tenders; 

(f) roquiring contracts mode by local government 
councils to be in accordance with such ardors 
and in particular requiring in tho coso of 
contracts for the supply of goods or materials 
or for tho oxecution of works to the value of 
fNH 150,000 or more or such higher minimum 
value as the Minister may spocify that notice 
of tho intention of the council to enter into 
tho contract shall be published and tenders 
invitad and rogulating tho manner in which 
such notice shall be publishod and such t8ndors 
acceptod; and 

(g) gonorally carrying out tho provisions of Part 9 
and putting this Part into affect. 

(2) Orders modo under this section may be applied either 
to local government councils genorally or with 
rospect to a particular local govornmont council and 
3hall be observed and obeyed by the local government 
council to which they apply. 

PART 11 - MISCELLANEOUS 

43. (1) In any prosecution by or on behalf of a local 
government council the local yovernment council may, 
subJoct to any directions of the Public Prosecutor 
be ropresented by th8 Socrotary or by any officer 
of tho locol government council authorised by him 
in writing so to do. 

(2) Where a local government council is a party to any 
civil cause or matter the local government council 
may bo represented by the Socretary. 

44. No oct, mattor or thing dono Dr omitted by -

(0) any member of a local government council; 

(b) any officer Dr other parsons in the aervice 
of a local government council; or 

" " . 11 A" 
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(c) by any person acting under the directions of 
a local government council, 

sholl if such oct, matter or thing was done in good 
faith in the oxecution of his duty, rend8r any such 
councillor, officer or person personally liable to 
any action, liability, claim or dema~d whatever. 

45. (1) Any person who contravenes or fails to comply with 
any of the provisions of this Act or of any order 
made horeundor shall be guilty of on offence and, 
except where any other penalty is specifically 
provided, sholl be liable on conviction to a fine 
not exceoding FNH 20,000 or to imprisonment 

46. 

47. 

for a poriod not excoeding 6 months or to both 
such fine and imprisonment. 

(2) Whore any person is convictod of an offonce under 
the provisions of subsection (1) and whore such 
offonco consists of -

(0) 

(b) 

failing to obtain a licence or permit, or 

contravoning or foiling to comply with any 
condition, subJoct to which a licenco or 
pormit has been issued to such person, 

under tho provisions of this Act or of any 
r09ional law or any order mado horounder, the court 
may, in addition to or in substituatiQn for any 
othor punalty which it may imposo, cancel the 
licenco or p~rmit in respoct of which such offenco 
was committed and may order that such person shall 
for a period not exceoding twelvo months from the 
data of such conviction, bo disqualified from 
holding or obtaining any such liconce or permit. 

This ~ct sholl not apply to or within the boundarie: 
of any Municipalities which shall be considered not 
to be part of any local governmont region. 

This Act shall como into operation on such data as 
tho Minister shall doclare by Ordor published in 
tho GaZI.)t te. 

S C H (Soction 23) 

P~RT 1 - DUTIES ANO 

DIRECT DUTIES 

construction 1-

disponsaries, healt and inOCUlation centres 

Y of the Govornmont or a M 
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(a) 

(b) 
(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

(g) 

(h) 

(i) 

(j) 

(k) 

(1) 
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,SCHEDULE 

PART 1 DUTIES AND POWERS 

-DIRECT DUTIES AND POWERS 

Location, construction and maintenance of :-
II 1;: ! I )11'; 'ill ; I 
~ I, ' '. ", .. :. >, ,ill I ' ,i I ',' 
1\, l' I I' ' i! 

(1 ) 
(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Schools II' ~i ; I :1:,;: I j (i 
Clin,ics, dispensaries, health and inoculation c~ ~r,e;s, ,k,','II, :i: 

II ~'I ; I !:I' Ii ' 
bridges :' L I 'I i? ;j 'I' i : 
roads not the responsibility of the Government or:k i /,11, ' 
Municipali ty j J : '1':;,1," ' 

(5) t Ii I': i 

(6) 
wha er supp es .i;/. ii/I,: /: 
w arves and jetties ,':,i I ~'" ' 

,! ' .1'1.1 .", J ,~;·1;' : 

(7) markets Ii W :!:ti!, : 
(8) libraries, museums and cultural centres ,,;, !'if I 
Regulation and control of markets • Ii '1,': /1 i:!,':I,' ; 

" I')" 
Licensing of cine'mas. iii 1~I'i' :I! 

, " , /'1 ' I' 
Licensing of premises for the sale of alcoholic liqUOr[: S~~I ~' 
p~wer shall not extend to the licensing of the sale:! fl,', a, 190,',,;~jbli' 
l:-quor at aerodromes, on board ships or boats or ani, o:J,rdl ':il),:!: I::: 
a~rcraft. :i ',j,:!' I Ii' i 

'I !I;: i i'l',l': 
Except those Local Government Councils administering ~he I~l'o.nd 
of' Ef':lte and Espiritu Santo the licensing of premis$j,rorllm,\,}~:: 
carry~ng on of businesses. :i J: ! '1,,(1 
supervision and control of oren ::md village council!~lli I I,;; I,! Iii:' 
control of dogs, pigs and other livestock .') i 'i IJ II : ! 
subject to restriction on their number by the Minis~ft t~iEj;U! 
m~king of public holidays in the locol government ~r, fon.; iliff i, i 

L~censing of taxi boats and except for those Local ,G ~e~e t: 
Councils adminstering the Islands of Efate and Espir~~}l s~n,:' 0 
the licensing of bus ~nd taxi services Which ore eS~RliS~~ /' I 

in and carry on business from the local government tL"i01 ~i!i;,:: ,:: 
Subject to any ~ct or O~der made thereunder, the s~~etvi~ ,1~lt, ~l 
control of f'ish~ng wi th~n the Local ,Government regiOh/j, an41:~~~-;
ward for 6 nautical miles from the low water line oif ~y I ' ~iir 
shore of the local government region. d I;;i: : II:W' 
the provision of information services. ,i IlL ,I U;!;: 1:1 

the provision of clerical staff for village courtsrr .. · t:r.~.1 tr-1 ,;': Il.:T~T-
. lq';J;;h;, I' /:1;:, !:" 

: if :, ~II,~,:: /.' il~:;:': /I! I"~ 
; (I 11'0' i .1 li I' '1f7" , ~ !, 

. Ii, ::li,li',: ,I ;{i,~ '1'" i 
'.: ; 1 'I I ;,~ :'1: , I, 
! " I I j :" I 1" ~ ': : 

I III' ... l'I!;;:" ' ' 
: I, ; I :j I 
I' "I :', I )' 
I: 'I ;"'1)'1'1" ; 
• I -I,. : I \ l \~: ,: ; , 



,~ 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

(g) 

(h) 

(i) 
- (j) 

(k) 

(1) 
(m) 

(a) 

,if'l 
!" i l'lii' Ii i • 
n',' I j" 'f' , ,:::, l'j t' I'; 

;, ~. I t~ jl 1': I" 

II' ii, I :!ll i; i< 1. 

, ! f: i- ;' i [' j ~ ,,;. ,I' 
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INDIRECT DUTIES AND POWERS 
I
, ; ! 1 ~ ,;] I > 1 ;';;: ~ ; 

11: ~ I I I' I;" j, 

The levying and collection of the following local taxes in! ,: :!; I ii!!!li I~! 
accordo.nce with orders mo.de by loco.l government councilS ~flt$r;1 IJI; ii~ 

consul totiOl1 with the Minister and subject to the limits n,~=,I":,:,::,~ '/',,:1 !:'-;' 
conditions contained in Port 2 of, this Schedule o.nd to Actbf: L)', 
Parlio.1l1ent. ' ,I It'.:;; I : lLI I, 

;, 'Ji'" " I \; "I ," • " , ' , :," .', ~ , \; i') J I I 

" ","'1', ' 1'1 "i ' 1 

(1) Head to.x; ,:ji;'II'P'I' 

~~~ ~~~~:s~i~;::~:::: :,.i III>,' 1II':lt!)!j I,!i 

Dog tax ' ';' I !I!'I(I'I (4) ,I ~ 1'/ : :, . 
( ); ,.: " ! Ii I~ /' I 

(~ ) ~~::~:a:::ent tax other than cinema tax f ". . i ::r t 
(7) Go.ming and Lottery tax : ! :.:. ! l'ill :

1 
I, 

, , ,j' ,II,! i i 
! li j; ; t i , 

j 'I i ;11 i 
The preparo.tion and implementation of regiono.l developmen~ ~lan~'ti , 

Social clevelopment particulo.rly of women and youth ;.'~ll I ::;111 I,' 
;~e or[~o.nis~~ion and encouragement of sport o.nd other leis)lre I !:(Ii,' 
L.lme recreo. ,~J.ons. : , I 1'1,'1' ',' 

, I I'!' I", i',' 
, : I " ill I, 

the prov:;' sion of rural radio services; Jj'tulJ,H~; ': I 

the oJ,locnti,on in co-operation with the Government of ~ .I.rr.f, 
Priori. t\r areas . '~'I' 

. ) IIF. I: I 
the provj.sion of agricul turo.l ext'ension services ,i fin! i 
the con'crol of vehicular traffic; ill; " ; 

Ii': 1 I 
the registration of births, deaths o.nd marriages; 

the maintenance of electoro.l rolls 
i~' Ii i, 
! i ~.; , 'i ; ~ 
II I~:' ': ' , 

the su?ervision of co-opero.tive societies ! ifl ' ' 
lili! I. I: , 
il"'i l I" public health: hi: 
j :::. ;: ~ r 
,J I , the location and mo.inteno.nce of secondary airfields. ! '~·j1' .' 

);1)1'1 Iii: 

PART 2 LIMITS AND CONDITIONS 

RELATING TO LOCAL TAXES 

i 'e1 'i~ :,: 
i ~ i h • 'IT: ; 

~. !, 

It i~ Iii .-1 'j' !, 

I
I:nr 
11,1 ;11 I ' 

HEAD TAX .,iidl!!I':" ;;ji I ·11 r l', ;, ' ;q:,l i ,' 

(1 ) 

(2) 

(3) 

!' • i;;,I: I' ,., ':1'1 . I '"j;,. 
Hea.d to.=~ shall not be more thpn FNH 2,500. ' ii' I ,II Ii, • 

Hee.d tax shall be p~yo. ble annually. ~~ i ,i i~ 11i I!!i ' 
P.l"~y person of or above the age of 18 years and not -P~lQ;Y¥:~" "I' ""~. 
ege of 60 years shull on the .1 st July in every year.! ~ercom~ k' i: I 
liable unless generally or specifically exempted to") f.*Y' h~ I~,'IH' 
T.C\x imposed by the local government council of the ~ ~~iLl-nl!'l'l~ jilt 

gOY8r~Dent region in which he is ordinarily residen~ on' t, i 

date. r3''; >; I II;!:; 1'111 
, ! I 'pi I I • • I', :1,. I 

, \ .I' '~1 ,'II i , ; ~ I 

, (, I :i:':I: ' 
',I, !, li',I' 
I,,' '1'"1 I ' 

, I' !, I d::, ,', 



(b) 

, , 
, I I, : I 

21 H.; ::1 ii I : I 
- .. : ,. "i ~: III " , 

(4) Any person liable to pay head tax in accordance wi t~ : r; rJ i! : II, I 

parograph .(3) nnd who foils to do so by October 31 st;in, ,ri~';k I, 
the year it is due shall be liable to pay the locall ~yer: , ri~; 
council, in addition to the tax due a surcharge calc,' '~Fed!", II, , ' 

a maximumr"otc of fifty per cent of the tax dlle. ,;);!),;:l,!:!j I!~ilill:~ I, 

(5) A person who produces to the Treasurer of a local gp',~rnrrJ 'lilt 1'1 i' 
councilor an officer octing on his behalf a valid r' ceip I ',:h I 
of another local government council in evidence of p Ym,e,q );:1' I'; " 
of head tax for the current year shall not be liable, tb/p Ii;"., i 
head tax to the former local government council. ;. )::' 'I H l,:: ' 

I, '\1" ..... j.), 

'it. ; 'i I~; : " : 
(
6

) ~f l~~~~ ~~~e~~n~a~~~~~;e~~y b;x;~~~o~e;~o~~v~~~; Il';>1~t I'~i t I:!)i ( 

any other good reasons. iii il'! /,' i ! ' '~ j~ , I r 
(7) A head tax may be nt a different rate for men and''';; ~ie~~; I ;411 lih 

1", : i.I'1 ' 
(8) Notices requiring payment of head tax shall be give by t e 

1 st June in respect of tax for the 1 st July next exci pi:; iJ1~' 'j'" ' 
the case of a person who becomes ordinarily residen : ,m 0 1 '11 
local government region between the 1 st June and 1~: i:JulYI! 'II:: I 
when the notice shall be given as soon as practicabl,e',bu-';'ji;::; 
not later' ~han the 31 st July after the person lio.b~~ "h,as; ,i!:':1!; : 
becorae ordJ.narily resident.i : r:' 1 ! 11,1'~ !, , 

I II!., i 1"1 'j 

(9) A local government council shall give every person! ho po;' } I 
head tax a receipt showing the amount paid, the yea :;in I !!::/Il IH' 
respect of Which payment has been made and the datW Of /1 1,;,:;1 1: I';' 
Payment.' ,,iI1, 1 :'~! , t; I !./ . I I> c· . 

(10) If 0. person fails to pay head tax to Which he is l:i:-b~e; !I i
: I: h 

locnl government council Day recover the tax duei!il,).¥qi~' Ii :', 
c.ny surcharge o.s 0. civil debt together with costs !~d; in' Fi'i ' ! 

nddi ~icm the court Day impose n penalty in accordqp' ~', wi,~;:,I::: I ! 
SectJ.on 45. " ' ;~,,:,' i I;f'i'!: i'" 

r::', .) il,/I;i ' 
LIQUOR LICENSING Tt.X r;' ': If'::/:, 

(1) Until such tioe as a lccal government council makes 'n ; 1/\1;; i!J: 
regional Inw for liquor lic'ensing the licences prov ded iR~ 
in the Joint Liquor Licensing Regulation No 18 of ;,1 ~~ sha~l 
be issued in 0. local government region by the Treas • er !~.fi,!' I: /, 
the local goverru:1ent council o.nd the license fees. ~ ;Y~b]~I!I+n:. 
respect thereof shall be po.id to the local governmen-:t; cd~Bcil 
in lieu of liquor licensing tc.x. ,I : i 1:11; i;l 

I I'. : I')' III 

(2) When a locnl government council has made a regiona: I~,~w i I;1i Ii: 
replacing the Joint Liquor Licensing Regulation No 1)~' :Of 11,1: 
1968 the following limit and conditions sho.ll appl i'to 'l'ffupr 
licensing tax - ' : ,: : ! ii!/Jf' p' II, I ,,"', ' 

(" ) ~!i?~;;,,;;:ensing Tax shun be " m""icum of :1
1 
i:!~~ I 'Ji:~I' ~,:i 1;1 

:1 ~i f I 1/,:11: i'i I 

(b) It shall be payable when licences for liquor-;r, d.iJ;l]ffitr-:7:"". 
are renewed. ": )! ((i 1 :j f;l ~iJij.' I H 

(c) It shall be recoverable 80S a civil debt toget, ':!~~,<~il~,' Ili,!d! 
costs. ' : ,'r!~ ii' I,~'I,~ , 

, ':",":: I~ Ii: : ' 
" ",I" I"" I fi l' :'/' ",I I., , 

: I; :l~ii Ii!; l~ ,J ji' 
•• j, j " r:' , 

! (, II' ::III~ \: , 
,i 1,1; I 'I'·'i.' I ,.'I 1< i~' ~ 1:~I"l :' 
, , " 1,\1,' , ' 



(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

" W'N flY ctt 
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, , " I" 

, j : , ~ J ~' ~ 

Business Licence tax 

'"II,,: f,:! iF !,iIJ:/I,.i 

I .. ,;-' ; ; '~I'" 
i "}Ii I i{: 

(1 ) 

(2 ) 

il!' i in Local Government Councils shall issue the business: 1 cencr , 
provided for in the Business Licence Regulation No 1 ,::bf' I '~; 
1978. For that purpose the Local Government Councillji 'If:: I 
administering the local government region where prem'ses, I!I~I: 
for which a licence is required, are situate shall b >:11,/',,'1 

substituted for the Government in the Regulation., '1 ,; fi;) I ih!' 
Licences shall b~ issued by the Treasurer of the lo~ : :~ii I !I,~ 
government councl.l who shall receive on behalf of th~:~ ,.! N 
loc~l gove::nment council ~he fees provided for unde*;t,h,e I !:,I~' 
Busl.ness Ll.cences RegulatJ.on No 18 of 1978. i/ ,! iii; ,:' I' ; i:1 

I ill,. , , /: . h' '; , !, \' :f 

For the purpose of this Regulation the business lice de ; 111~~'I:i; 
fees shElll be known a.s Business Licence Tax., ' ',I, I I " ; Ii ! 

DOG TlI.X 1-1 j! 1 

( 1 ) 

(2 ) 

(3) 

: .i: :: '·1' 
Dog tax shall be u mo.ximum of FNH 200 ~ayo. ble by th,',~ i:~rrterih 1:< 

for each dog kept, und u maximum of FNH 500 for eac9Iunspe~$d 
bi tch kept. '! \' i :,iF: ! 

Dog tax shall be puyable annually. il J! i ui:: ' 
, ' 1;'/ 

Dog tnx shull be recoverable as a civil debt togeth'~ ,:Wi t~:iil~i' I 
coStS.'i,: ;1:"'" 

,i ' , I' ,,' ~\) " :',:,' ";Ii i 

CINEM!l TAX 
"i! ' I't I 'I ';!' : i \:!i I 

:: ;:'1 ' I ja 'I I 

(1) Cinema tux shall be payable by persons who show fiill 'I;i;r! I'~ :: ! 
payment in respect of puyu.,ents taken for the showing" :,'0,..£ 'j" ull

'
;; 

such films. :IJ: 

(2) Cinema. ta.x shall be at the oaximum rate of 10 per cli 1*; o~,: ~~:E",i~ 
cho.rge made to each person. ! 'ii 1 illl 

I r I I 
l ":, I i It!;l! I 

(
3 

) ~~~~~fi o~O~a~h~e p~~~~ct' o~n or~:~ e~~~e b~~k ~ !~~a!C~f ft;:m:~~:r 
persons liable to pay the tax. . ,[, 1 11 ':1 

(4) Cinema tax shall bo rocoverable as a. civil debt tOg,~ ,'~~, r ; d
l
" ! 

with costs. ,,"I' I"i' 
ENTERTAINMENT TAX :! ':;:; lit:: ; 

(1) Entertainment tax shall be payable by perscns who :p~ t~d~ 1'1" ! 
entertainment including dances, musical shows, boxm :iland I iJ,1 
other sports for payment, in resp-ect of payments to.,k ~! f~~;{1 !,: I 
the provision of such entertainment. :; HI; : ! !rr: . 

(2) Entertainment tax shall be at the maximum rate of 10I:pk~! !~ht 
of the charge made to ea.ch person. :'\ #':1:: :111'::llf ! 

(3) Provision may be made in an order mc.de by a local-' gr" , ~ ...... ~.~~
council for the production of receipt books and o.ccp I nts ~I~I \ I, 
of persons lia.ble to IDY the tax. 'I i ~I; " 1

1:,11:11 ' 

" H ~i' Illld: .1. 1?3' : ,jill I' I 

I If ~ j , I :1 11 I ' 
I i I /\11' 

i : ~ IJ " : '\, 111 " ! 
~! ' 11: I' . ,. ! I • J I • .. " ' , 1'1\ 

: I ~ l! l :;, ; il;;! I' 
,I 'j I , . , Il! ' 
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,,:( ! li~I' 
,!'I ip!: 

. j j / i,i,i "Iil!'i!! 
i,:"" ! :llil-/'1' ',,(I 

, . ~ I I ! ~:I I (g) GAMING AND LOTTERY TJ~ 

( 1 ) 

(2) 

(4) 

.' .: ,! I ~ j : 

The power to provide for 0. gaming and lottery tax shall I be ,: ~ Ii' 
subject to any Act or Order made thereunder. ,'II!! ,'li,LI1' ; " ,I'i+: 

'I I, , I', , 
:j r! j,""r· 
• ',i II:' :n : iI' I' 1 )1 ' 

,! ,i~' ! , I ' ": ' , 
(i) a fixed rate tax of a maximum of FNH 5000 payab~ 'If,;i.,';n,!: il'l:~,:,:.' 

respect of each lottery or raffle; or :1 ~I ' Ijii~ 

Gaming and lottery tax sholl be either -

(ii) an annual tax of 0. maximum of FNH 24,000 payabl~~v.'tA "I;', 
proprietor of premises used for games of chanCell!, l;t~':I,,:florl' i'l:,: 
gaming machines. ' I f i ( , ,~ I , I 

, ',f, ' I ,J, 

The annuo'l tax shall be recoverable as a civil debt t gethe,{jf 
wi th costs. ! ! :q: 
This tax will be in addition to any tax leviable by "le' I :,/ 
Central Government under Act of Parliament on the tak ,gso~: 
profi ts of any casino or other place where games of c '6.nce II: 
are played. ' ; !::, 

, 
'i 
"I' 'I ' 
I ' I 

I I: 'I ~ 

, i'f: 
I'" • "IL 1· . ~ . 

, !' ~ 
, ':1/ 

.) .' 

ij" 
II 
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