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REPUBLIC OF VANUATU

BILL FOR
THE MARITIME ZONES ACT No., 23 OF 1981

Explanatory Note

| This law provides for the territorial ses and sxclusive economic
zone of VYanuatu. It also provides for ancillary matters like internal
waters, tho contiguous zono, the continental shelf and the archipslagic

|
o
J watars,

The torritorial see will extend 12 miles from the islands of
{ Vanuatu and in that zone and in the interneal waeters asnd the archipelagic
waters the laus of Vanuatu including the criminal laws will epply. Under
section 6 foroign ships may pass through the territoriel scaes and the
archlpolagic wators in accordancse with international practice. The
archipelagic waters and internal uwaters together are the waters botwsen the

islande of and in the bays of Vanuatu,

A contiguous zono will oxtend anothor 12 miles out from the
boundary of the territorial sea. 1In that area Vanuatu may mako errangements
to enforce customs, tax, immigration and heslth lauws,

E—] N L

Tho continentsel shelf is the extension of the land of Vanuatu
| under the sea. This is small but tho law for technical reasons makee it
1 extend not less than 200 miles from Vanuatu.

Section 9 provides for.an oxclusive economic zone to extend 200
miles all round Vanuatu.

R

‘ Under section 10 Vanuatu claims rights of exploration, building,
controlling roscarch, protection of the snvironment and other rights

recognised by intornational law and practice in tho continental shelf

end economic zona,

Howaver under soction 9 the Minister.can declare that any area
shall not bo Qart of tho exclusive economic zono, This is mainly for the
purpose of adjusting .the limits of the zone to comply with any agreements
with neighbouring statos,

Soction 11 stipulates that persons who wish to exploit rasources,.
N carry out rescarch qrﬂdovgthar”specifiad things must do so under the
- - -euthorlty of-en ayrdomont or licencs from a Ministor.
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Undur scction 12 a person may be finod up to 1,000,000 vatu or
imprisoned for up to 5 years for & contravention of this law., The fine
is tho highast fine so far provided for in a law,

The S5Schodule sots out tho points from which the zones provided
for in the law arc muasured.

f
‘a The law has boon drafted so that it complies generally with the
latest draft Cunvention on the Law of the Soa.

I¥
5,

]; waltcr Hayds Lini
( primo Minister and
!

\

SEPTEMBER, 1981. Ministur of Foreign Affairs

Ty,




) N

2,

11,
12,
13.

14,
15,
16,
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Interpretation.

Internal
Waters.

P

. Soveraignty
of \Vanuatu.

REPUBLIC OF VANUATU

BILL FOR
THE MARITIME ZONES ACT No. ofF_ 1981

To provide for tho delimitation of the maritime.zones of . ..
the-Republic, and other mattors incidental thersto.

Be it enacted by the Presidont and Parliament as follows 3=

PIiRT 1 = INTERPRETATION

1. In this Act, unloss the context otherwise
requires -

"bay" means an indentation of the coast with an
arga of not loss then that of the semi-circle
the diameter of which is & line drawn across
the mouth of the indentation;

"igland" means a naturally formed area of land,
surrounded by water, which is above water at
high tide;

"low waterlino" moans the relevant low water
datum line shown on the latest relesvant British
Admiralty Charts or where there is no such datum
the lowsst astronomicel tide line. In any case
where thaere is doubt as to which is tha latest
relevant British Admiralty Chart for-tha. __
purposes of this definition the Ministor may
gstablish which is such chart by declaration
published in tho Gazotto;

"nautical milc" moans- an intarnational nautical.
mile of 1852 motros.

_PLRT 2 -~ INTERNAL WATERS

2. Tho intornal waters of Vanuatu comprise all
wvators that are contained within the baselines
from which the breadth of the territorial seca
is measured or for croeas esnclosed by straight
archipelagic baselines, all waters that are
conteinod within_the dnnecmost limits..of the——

-- —grctiipelagic waters,

PHRT 3 — ARCHIPELAGIC WATERS AND TERRITORIAL SEA

3. Tho sovareignty of Vanuectu extends beyond tho
land and intornanl wntors of its islands to tho
archipolagic waters and territorial sea
and tu thu eirspocu thuruovor as woll as to
tho aonbod and anbienil thoroundor. /7.
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Archipslagic 4,
vaters,

Territorial 5.
Sea,

Rights of 6.
Pasgage.

(1)

(2)

(1)

(2)

(1)

-2 -

The archipolayic waters comprise all waters other
than internal weters contained within tho
archipolayic bascline as delimited in the Schedule,

The innermost limits of the archibelagic wataers
shall be -~

(a) the low water lino; or
(b) in tho cese of the sec adjacent to a bay -

(1) where the bay has only onc mouth and
tho distance between the low-water
lines of tho natural entrance points
of the bay doos not exceed 24 nautical
miles, along a closing line joining
those low-water lines;

(ii) where bocause of the presence of
islands the bay has more than one
mouth and the distance betwsesn the
low=-water linos of the natural
ontranco points of sach mouth added
togothor, do not exceed 24 nautical
miles along a series of closing lines
across gach of the mouths so as to
Join those low-water lines;

(iii) where noithor paragraph (a) nor
paragraph (b) applies, along a
closing lince 24 nautical miles in
length drawn from low-water line to
low-water lino within the bay in such
a manner as to enclose the maximum
arga of woter that is poesible with
a line of that lengthj; and

(c) in the ceso of the mouth or each mouth of a
river which flows into the sea, a closing
line across the river mouth betwssn points
on the low~water lins of its banks,

The territorial sea comprises all areas of soa
having as their innarmost limits the baselines
descritiad in sub-ssction (2) and as their outermast
limits, a lins measured seaward from those base-=
lines, every point of which is 12 nautical miles
from the noarest point of the appropriats basaoline.

Tho baselines from which the territorial soca is
measured shall be the archipelagic baselins and.
the low water line of the coast of

Matthew Islard and Hunter Island.

Subjoct to the provisions of this Act, all foreign
ships may oenjoy tho right of innocent passags
through the archipelagic waters and territorial
soa, .



j Contiguous 7

(2)

The Ministor may, after consultation with the .
Minister responsible for transport and communications,
by ordor published in the Gazstte, designato soa

lanos and air routss, suitable for the continuous and
oxpoditious passaga of foreign ships and aircraft
through or over the archipelegic waters and
territorial sea and may also prescribe traffic
separation schemes for the purpose of ensuring the
safe passage of ships through narrow channels in

such ssa lanos,

PART 4 - CONTIGUOUS ZONE

# Zone,

{

PART

(1)

(2)

The contiguous zonc is an area beyond and adjacent

to the territorial sea having as its outermost limits
a line measured scaward from the baselines from which
the territorial sea is moasured, svery point of which
is 24 nautical miles from tho noarost point of tho
appropriate baselinc.

Vanuatu may exercisc such powors and takse such
moasures in rolation to tho contiguous zone as may
be necessary in ordor to prevent or punish
infringemaents of its customs, fiscal immigration or

sanitary laws,

5 - THE CONTINENTAL SHELF AND EXCLUSIVE ECONOMIC ZONE

Continental £
Shelf,

Exclusive 9,
Economic

Zone,

(1)

(2)

The continontal shelf comprises tho scabsd and
subsoil of the submarino arsas that extend beyond
the limits of the territorial waters throughout
the natural prolongation of the land territory of

Vanuatu -
(a) to the outor sdgo of tho continental marginj; or

(b) to a distance of 200 nauticel miles from the
baseline from which the territorial sea is
measured whero the outer edge of the continental
shalf does not esxtend up to that distancs.

The exclusive economic zone comprisas thosc areas

of tho sea, seabed, and sub~soil that ars boyond

and adjacent to the tsrritorial sea having as thesir
outecrmost limits a line mwasured sscaward from the
basoulines from which the toerritorial sca is measurod,
ovory point of which linc is 200 nautical miles from
tho nearost point of the appropriatc baselinc.

For the purposes of implementing any internationel
agroement or othorwisc, the Ministur may by order
published in thu Gazutto doclare that the exclusiva
vconomic zone shall not oxtond to any specified area
of the sca, soabed, or sub-soil, that would
othorwise be included within the oxeclusive seconomic

zona by virtuo of this soction,
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Venuatu rights 10,
over continental
shelf and

exclusive

gconomic zons,

Without prejudice to Sections 3, 7 and 8 Vanuatu
has in the continental sholf and exclusive sconomic
zong -

(a) sovereign rights for the purposes of
exploration, exploitotion, consorvation
and managemcnt of all resources;

(b) exclusive rights and jurisdiction for the
construction, maintenance or opsration of
artificiel islands, off-shore terminals,
installations and othor structures and
dovicos necessary for the exploration and
sxploitation of resources or for the
convenisnce of shipping or for any other
purpose;

(c) oxclusive jurisdiction to authoriss,
regulate and conduct scientific researchy

(d) eoxclusive jurisdiction to proserve and
protect the marine environment and to
prevaent and control marina pollution; and

(o) such other rights as aro recognised by
International Law or State practice.

PART 6 = MISCELLANEOUS

Restricted 11,
activitiss,

0f fences and 12, (1)
Ponalties,

(2)

(3)

Exceopt in accordance with an agrooment entered into
with the Government of Vanuatu or under the authority
of a liconse grantesd by tho responsible Ministoer no
person shall in relation to the continental shelf or

gxclusive economic zono ;-
(a2) oxplorc or oxploit any resourcos;

(b) carry out eny scarch, excavation or

drilling operations;
c conduct any research;
d construct, maintain or operate any

artificial island, off-shore terminal,
installation or other structure or device.

Any contraventicn of this Act, or of any order mads
hereundsr, occurring within the archipelagic waters,
torritorial sea or exclusive uwconomic zone shall be
deomed to have occurred in Vanuatu,

Whero a contravention of this Act is triable in a
Magistrato's Court it may be tried by any Senior

Magistrate.

Any person who contravenos this Act or any order
made horeunder shall be liable con conviction to a
fino not oxceeding 1,000,000 VT or to imprisonment
for 5 yoars or both such fino and imprisonment,

. /6.
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Where no other provision is for the time being made
by any other law for any such purposes, the Minister
may by order -~

(a) amend the Schoeduls;

(b) provide for the protection and preservation
of tho marine environment of the continental
shelf archipelagic waters, the territorial
sga and the sxclusive sconomic zonse;

(c) regulate the conduct of foreign ships and
aircraft in relation to the rights of
navigation and ovorflight provided for in
sections 6 and 15;

(d) regulate the conduct of scientific rosearch
within the archipelagic wators, the torritorial
sea and the exclusive sconomic zonoj

(v) rogulate the gonstruction, oporation, and usc
of artificial islands (whether pesrmenent or
temporary), and othor installetions and
structuros in thc archipolagic waters, and
the territorial sea and thoe oxclusive sconomic
zono and @stablish safety zonss around such
islands, installations, and structuresj

(f) rogulate tho oxploration and exploitation of
tho archipelagic wators, the territorial sea
and the exclusiva economic zone for the
production of energy from the water, currents,
and winds, and for any othor economic purposes;

(g) provide for such other matters as may be
required for giving full offoct to the
sovereignty of Vanuatu in relation to the
archipolagic weters, the territoriel sea
and the exclusivu gconomic zonej

(h) provide otherwisc for the batter carrying
out of the provisions of this Act and for
its duc administration,

PART 7 - TRANSITIONAL AND COMMENCEMENT

Extension of 14.
laws to

continoental

shelf and

axclusive

aconomic zone.

Interim 15.
provision

for soa

lanes and

alr routos.

The Prusident may, on the advice of the Prime
Minister, by order publishod in the Gazotte -

(a) oxtend with such rostrictions and
modifications as may bo included in
such ordor any law of Vanuatu to the
continental shclf, the exclusive
gconomic zono or any part of them;

(b) make provision for onforcing such lauw.

until such time as soa lanos or air routes are
dosignoted undor the provisions of section 6 (2)
or any other law, rights of navigation and over-
flight may, subjoct to tho provisions of this Act
or any othor law, bu oxurcisvud through and ovur
tho routos normally usod for intorpational
navigation and overflight.




Commaencement.

This Act shall come into force on such day as

tho Ministor may appoint by Order published in

the Gazotte and the Ministor may appoint difforent
days for different provisions and any refaronce

in any provision to the commencemant of this Act
shall be construed as a reference to the day
appointed under this section for the coeming into

force of that provision.

ves/T.
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ARCHIPELAGIC BASELINE

Land Aroa

1)
2
s

-

5

6)

7)
8)
9)

{ 10)

11)

12)

13)

Vat Ganai Island

Vetvai Point on Motlav
Island

Islet off Morclava Island

Troorock Point on
Pantacost Island

Tongariki Island

Maniuro Point on
Efate Island

Goat Islot off Erromanga
Roof off Futuna Island

Masi Point un Futuna
Island

Roof on Anoityum Island

18" South 166

low water lines of the land areas specified below

(Section 4)

Co-ordinatos

South

o]

137 15!

13° 38!

14° 261

15° 551

17% oot

17 41
18~ 42!

19~ 30!

19~ 32!

20°% 111

10",

East

(]

8 167" 38!

s]

46",.8 167 42!

22",

3gn,

38",

42"

09".

42n

37,

45",

9 168° 04"

4 168° 16!

0

4 168~ 38!

168° 351

6 169° 171

170° 131
7 170° 131

6 169° 531

and thenco along tha low-wator lino to point (11)

Flat Rock off Anoityum
Island

Rosf off /noityum Island

Imlac on Tanna Island

end thence along the low-water line to point (14)

Wost Point Tanna Islands

20° 151

20° 151

]

3g

58"‘

169° 501

2 169° 451

o}

19~ 34t 51".6 169~ 16!

19° 271 ggn

Q

169~ 12"

10",5

257,85

10",.2

32".5

27"

10"
43",5

44",3

34", 7

42"

42" .9
25".9

42",6

agn

An erchipolagic baselinec commoncing at the outarmost point of the low watar line
on the Reef off Hiu Island co-ordinats 13° 04° 32t 13»,.8 East,
British Admiralty Chart No.1575 and, except whore tho contrary intention appears,'

following the geodesic linos successively linking the outermost pocints on the

gritish

Admiralty
Chart
Number #

1575

1575

1575

1575

1576

1576
1676

1576

1576

1576

1576

-.1576

1576

1576

/8.
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point Land Aroca

15)

16)

17)
18)

19)

20)
21)

22)

23)

*

Quntovin Paint on
Erromanga Island

Tukubtuku Point an
Efate Island

Tomman Island
Reaf off Santo

Romarkablc Point on
Santo Island

Reof off Santuo Island
0On NW Coast of Santo

Thomeuf Point on Hiu
Island

0n Roof off Hiu Island

Co~ordinatos

South

1g°

17°

16°

15°
15°

14°

14°
13°

13°

521

43¢
351

391

241
511

441

10!

041

51"

g9n,6
3.5

24",6

04".5
Q6"

S51".6

21"

1 8"

East

168°

168

167

166

166
166

166

166

166

591

ER
27

451

38¢

32!

321

3

321

The Editions of charts referroed to in the fifth column ars

1575 7th Soptombeor 1579
1576 24th November 1978

03",6

g2m,.4

17".4

58".8

27"
00".6

42,6

58",5

13".8

British

Admiralt

Chart
Number *

15676

1576
1575

1575

1575
1575

1575

1575

1575




