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REPUBLIC Of VANUATU 

BILL fOR 

THE MARITIME ZONES ·ACT No.2; Of 1961 

Explanatory Note 

This low providos for the territorial sea and exclusive economic 
zone of Vanuatu. It also provides for ancillary matters like internal 
waters, tho contiguous zono, the continontal shelf and the archipelagic 
waters. 

The torritorial sea will extend 12 miles from the islands of 
Vanuatu ond in that zone and in the internal wators ond the archipelagic 
waters the lows of Vanuatu including the criminol laws will opply. Under 
section 6 foroign ships may pass through the territorial soas and the 
archipelagic wat~rs in accordance with international practice. The 
archipelogic watGrs and internal woters together are tho waters botween tho 
islands of and in the boys of Vanuatu. 

A contiguous zona will ox tend another 12 miles out from the 
boundary of the territorial sea. In that area Vonuatu may mako orrangements 
to enforce customs, tax, immigration ond health laws. 

Tho continontal shelf is the extension of the land of Vanuatu 
undor the soa. This is small but the law for tochnical reasons makes it 
extend not less· than 200 miles from Vanuatu. 

Soction 9 providos for.an oxclusivo economic zone to extend 200 
miles all round Vanuatu. 

Undor soction 10 Vanuatu claims rights of exploration, building, 
controlling rosuarch, protection of tho environmont and other rights 
recognised by inturnational low and practice in tho continental shelf 
and economic zuna. 

Howovor undor soction ~ tho Ministor.can declare that any areS 
i shall not bo port of tho exclusive uconomic zona. This is mainly for tho 

purpose of adjusting :.tho limits of tho zone to comply with any agreements 
with neighbouring statos. 

Soction 11 stipUlates that persons who wish to exploit~aBource~ 
. I, carry out resoarch or. ~o_ Qth.e.r .. spsc1.f..isdthings must do so under the 
~. . ' .. authority of-on nyruomont or licence from a Ministor • 
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Unuur section 12 6 purson may bo finod up to 1,000,000 vatu or 
imprisoned fur up to 5 years for e contravontion of this law. The fine 
is tho highost fino so for providod for in 0 low. 

Tho Schodulo sots out tho points from which tho zones provided 
for in the low oro moasured. 

?J 
t. Thu low has boon drafted so that it complios gonerally with tho 

latest draft Cunvuntion on the Law of tho 500. 

SEPTEMBER, 1981. 

~ :: ' . j II MIL!. U.£UM . 

Walter Haydo Lini 
primo Minister and 
Ministur of Foreign Affairs 
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REPUBLIC OF VANU~TU -------------------

BILL FOR 

THE M~RITIME ZONES ACT No. 

hrrangomont of Soctions 

P~RT 1 - INTERPRET~TION 

Intorpretation. 

P~RT 2 - INTERN~L WATERS 

Intornal Wat~rs. 

OF 1981 

P{IRT 3 - /IRCHIPELhGIC WATERS AND TERRITORIAL SEA 

Sovo~oignty of Vanuatu. 
Hrchipolagic wators. 
Torritorial Sao. 
Rights of passago • 

PART 4 - CONTIGUOUS ZONE 

Contiguuus Zona. 

PART 5 - THE CONTINENTAL SHELF AND EXCLUSIVE ECONOMIC ZONE 

Continontal Sholf. 
Exclusivo Economic Zons. 
Vanuatu rights ovor continental shelf and exclusive economic zone. 

PkRT 6 - MISCELLANEOUS 

RostrictoJ activities. 
OffanGoD onu punoltios. 
ardors. 

PART 7 - TR~NSITIONAL AND COMMENCEMENT 

Extonsion of lows to continental shelf and exclusive economic zone. 
Intorim provision for SGa lanes and air routes. 
Commoncomunt. 
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REPUBLIC OF VANUATU - -

BILL FOR 

THE MgRITIME ZONES ACT No. OF 1981 

To provido for tho dolimitntion of themari.tJ.ma_-Z..OllB.aJlf .. __ _ 
tho·Ropublic, and ather mattors incidental thereto. 

80 it onncted by tho presidont end Parliament as follows :-

PART 1 - INTERPRETATION 

1 • In this Act, unless the context otherwise 
requires -

"bay" means an indontntion of the coast with on 
aran of not loss than thnt of the semi-circle 
tho diameter of which is a line drawn across 
the mouth of the indentation; 

"island" means a naturally formod nrea of land, 
surrounded by water, which is above water at 
high tide; 

"low waterlino" mU<.tns the rolevent low water 
datum lino shown on the latest relevant British 
Admiralty Charts or whore thoro is no such datum 
tho lowest astronomical tide lino. In any caso 
whore thoro is doubt as to which is tho latest 
relovant British Admiralty Chart fOt"'--t.M __ _ 
purposes of this dofinition tho Minister may 
establish which is such chart by declaration 
published in tho Gazotte; 

"nautical milo" means· an intornationoJ. naut.ic.oL_. __ 
mile of 1852 motros. 

'. Pi,RT 2 - INTERNAL WATERS 

2. The int~rnal wat~rs of Vanuatu compriso all 
wat~rs thnt oro containod within tho baselines 
from which the breadth of the torritorial soa 
is measurod or for areas enclosed by straight 
nrchipolagic baselines, all wat~rs that are 
can t oin 0 d wi..thln- tho. ~Lllmi..t.s..-of_th9-__ _ 

--tlI'C hip -o1"%i cwo tor s • 

PhRT 3 - ARCHIPELAGIC WATERS AND TERRITORIAL SEA 

3. Tho sovoraignty of Vanuatu Dxtonus boyond tho 
lond nnd intornnl wntors of its islnnds to tho 
archipulogic waters onu torritoriol soa 
onLl tu thu airs~ocu lhuruuvur os wall 08 tu 
t.b .. Ollnlllill fln) I Ol!!,!!) ,i 1 th()rrlllnilor. .., /7. 

1M . .a: . .a ; Q2iad'':) & it £J 2 .X 
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(1) The archipolagic waters comprise all weters other 
than internal waters contained within tho 
archipoloyic basoline as delimited in the Schedule. 

(2) The innermost limits of the archipelagic waters 
shall be -

(a) the low wator lin~; or 

(b) in tho case of tho sea adjacent to B bay _ 

(i) whero tho boy has only onG mouth and 
tho distanco between the low-water 
linGs of tho natural ontrance points 
of the bay doos not exceed 24 nautical 
miles, along a closiny line joining 
thoso lew-water lines; 

(ii) whero bocauso of the presence of 
islands tho bay has mora than one 
mouth and the distance betweon tho 
low-wat~r linos of tho natural 
ontranco points of oach mouth added 
togothor, do not exceod 24 nautical 
miles along a series of closing lines 
across oach of tho mouths so as to 
join thoso low-wat~r lines; 

(iii) where noithor paragraph (a) nor 
parayraph (b) applies, along a 
closing lino 24 nautical miles in 
longth drawn from low-wator line to 
low-water lino within tho bay in such 
a mannor as to encloso the maximum 
area of wator that is possible with 
a line of that length; and 

(c) in tho caso of tho mouth or oach mouth of a 
river which flows into the soo, a closiny 
lin8 across tho rivor mouth between points 
on tho low-wator line of its banks. 

(1) The territorial soo comprises all areas of sea 
having as their innermost limits the basolines 
described in sub-section (2) and as their outermost 
limits, a line moasured seoward from those base
lines, every point of which is 12 nautical miles 
from the noarest point of the appropriate basoline. 

(2) Tho baselines from which the territorial S9a is 
measurod shall be the archipelagic baseline and 
the low water line of the coast of 
Matthew Island and Hunter Islonu. 

(1) Subjoct to tho provisions of this Act, all foroign 
ships may enjoy tho right of innocent passage 
through the archipeloyic waters and territoriol 
90a. 
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(2) Tho Ministor moy, of tar consultation with the 
Minister responsiblo for transport and communications 
by ordor published in the Gozette, designata sao ' 
lanes and air routes, suitable for the continuous and 
oxpoditious passag~ of foreign ships and aircraft 
through or ovor tho archipelagic waters and 
torr ito rial soa and may also proscribe traffic 
separation schemos for the purpose of ensuring the 
sofe passage of ships through narrow channels in 
such seo lanos. 

PART 4 - CONTIGUOUS ZONE 

7. (1) Tho contiguous zona is on area beyond and adjacent 
to the territorial soa having as its out8rmost limits 
o line moasured soaward from the baselines from which 
tho territorial soo is moasured, uvery point of which 
is 24 noutical miles from tho noarost point of tho 
appropriato baselino. 

(2) Vanuatu may exercise such powors and take such 
moasures in relation to tho contiguous zone as may 
bo necossary in ordor to prevont or punish 
infringements of its customs, fiscal immigration or 
sonitory lows. 

PART 5 - THE CONTINENTAL SHELF AND EXCLUSIVE ECONOMIC ZONE 

8. 

9. 

Tho continontal shelf comprises tho seabed and 
subsoil or the submarino oro os that extend beyond 
tho limits of tho torritorial waters throughout 
tho natural prolongation of tho land territory of 
Vanuatu -

(0) to the outer edgo of tho continontal margin; or 

(b) to a distance of 200 nautical miles from the 
baseline from which tho torritorial seo is 
measured whoro the out~r edge of the continental 
shelf does not extond up to that distance. 

(1) The exclusive 8conomic zona comprises thoso areas 
of tho seD, seobed, and sub-soil that are boyond 
and adjacent to th8 territorial sea having as their 
outormost limits a line measured seaward from tho 
basolinos from which tho territorial soa is moasurod, 
ovory point of which lino is 200 nautical miles from 
tho nearost point of tho appropriato baseline. 

(2) For the purposes of implementing any international 
agrooment or othorwise, tho Ministor may by order 
published in tho Gozutto doclaro that the exclusive 
uconomic zena sholl not oxtond to any specified oro a 
of tho 000, soabud, or sub-soil, that would 
othorwisa be includod within tho oxeclusiv8 economic 
zono by virtuo of this soction. 
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Vanuatu rights 10. Without prejudice to Soctions 3, 7 and 8 Vanuatu 
has in the continental shalf and exclusive economic 
zone 

over continental 
shel fond 
exclusive 
economic zone. 

Restricted 
activities. 

Offences and 
Ponaltios. 

(0) sovereign rights for the purposes of 
exploration, exploitation, conAorvation 
and management of all resources; 

(b) exclusive rights and jurisdiction for the 
construction, maintenance or operation of 
artificial islands, off-shore terminals, 
installations and othor structures end 
devices necessary for tho exploration and 
exploitation of rosources or for the 
convenience of shipping or for any other 
purposo; 

(c) oxclusive jurisdiction to authorise, 
regulate and conduct sciontific research; 

(d) exclusive jurisdiction to proserve and 
protect the marino onvironment and to 
prevent and control marino pollution; and 

(0) such other rights as oro rucognised by 
International Law or state practice. 

PART 6 - MISCELLANEOUS 

11 • Except in accordance with on agrooment entered into 
with the Governmont of Vanuatu or under the authority 
of a license granted by tho responsible Minister no 
persun shall in relation to the continental shelf or 
exclusive economic zono 1-

(0) 

(b) 

oxploro or ~xploit any rosourcos; 

carry out any seorch, oxcavation or 
drilling operations; 
conduct any research; 
construct, maintain or op~rata any 
artificial island, off-shore terminal, 
installation or other structure or device. 

12. (1) Any contravention of this Act, or of any ordor mode 
herounder, occurring within the archipelagic waters, 
torritorial sao or exclusive 8conomic zone sholl be 
doumed to have occurred in Vanuatu. 

(2) Whoro 0 contravontion of this Act is triable in Q 

Magistrato's Court it m3Y be tried by any Sonior 
Magistrate. 

(3) Any person who contravenos this Act or any order 
m3de horoundor shall bo liable on conviction to a 
fine not oxceeding 1,000,000 VT or to imprisonment 
for 5 yoars or both such fino and imprisonment • 

. . . Iii . 
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Whore no other provision is for the time being made 
by any other law for any such purposes, the Minister 
may by order -

(0) amend the Schedule; 

(b) provide for tho protection and preservation 
of tho marine environment of tho continental 
shelf archipelagic waters, the territorial 
soa and the exclusive economic zone; 

(c) regulate the conduct of foreign ships and 
aircraft in relation to the rights of 
navigation and ovorflight provided for in 
sections 6 and 15; 

(d) regulate tho conduct of scientific rosearch 
within the archipelagic wators, the torritoriol 
S80 and the oxclusive economic zonoj 

(0) regulato tho construction, oporation, and uso 
of artificial islands (whether permanent or 
tomporary), and othur installations and 
structuros in tho archipolngic wators, and 
the territorial seo and tho oxclusive oconomic 
zona and establish safoty zonas around such 
islands, installations, and structures; 

(f) ragulate tho exploration and oxploitation of 
tho archipelagic wators, the territorial sea 
and the exclusivo economic zone for tho 
production of energy from the water, currents, 
and winds, and for any othor economic purposes; 

(g) provide for such uth8r matters as may bo 
roquired for giving full affact to tho 
sovoreignty of Vanuatu in rolation to tho 
archipolagic waters, tho territorial soa 
and tho oxclusivu economic zono; 

(h) provide othorwiso for tho bettor carrying 
out of tho provisions of this Act and for 
its duo administration. 

PART 7 - TRANSITIONAL AND COMMENCEMENT 

14. 

1,-
0. 

Tho prosidont may, on tho advice of the Primo 
Minister, by order published in tho Gazotto -

(0) oxtend with such rostrictions and 
modifications as may bo includod in 
such ardor any law of Vanuatu to the 
continental sholf, th8 exclusive 
oconomic zono or any part of them; 

(b) make provision for enforcing such law. 

Until such time as sao lanos or air routes aro 
designatod under tho provisions of soction 6 (2) 
or any othor law, rights of navigation and over
flight may, subjuct to tho provisions of this Act 
ur any uthur law, bu uxurciuud thruugh and uvur 
tho flllltoo nnrmnlly lJoocl for intnrnf)tinnol 
navigation and overflight. 

_ .. /r,. 
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This Act sholl como into force on such day as 
tho Ministor may appoint by Ordor published in 
the Gazotto and the Ministor may appoint difforent 
days for different provisions and any reforonce 
in any provision to tho commencement of thie Act 
sholl be construed as a referonce tq the day 
appointod undor this section for the coming into 
force of that provision. 

. .. /7. 
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S C H E 0 U L E (Soction 4) 
" 

". , 
ARCHIPELAGIC BASELINE 

. 1 

An archipolagic basoline commoncing at the outormost point of tho low wator line 

on the Reef off Hiu Island co-ordinate 130 04 0 18" South 1660 32' 13".8 East, 

British Admiralty Chart No.1575 end, except whore tho contrary ,intention appears, 

following the geodGsic linos successively linking the outermost points on tho 

low water linGS of the land areas specified below 
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Point Lend AroQ Co-ordinCltos 

South East 

15) Ountovin Point on 
Erromanga Island 18

0 
52' 51" 168 0 

59' 

16) Tukutuku point on 
Efato Island 17

0 
43' ogn.6 168 0 

09' 

j 17) Tommon Island 16
0 

35' 37".5 167
0 

27' 
i-

:6 18) Roef off Santo 15 0 
39' 24".6 166 0 

45' , 
! 

19) Romorkablo Point on 

! santo Island 15 0 
24' 04".5 166 0 

38' 

i 
20) Roof off Santo Island 140 

5.1 ' 06" 166 0 
i 32' I 

II 
21 ) ,I On NW Coast uf Santo 14 0 

44' 51".6 166 0 
32' 

~ 22) Thomeuf Point on Hiu 
13° 166 0 

Island 10' 21" 31 I 

23) On Roof off Hiu Island 130 
04' 18 t1 166

0 
32' 

* Tho Edi tiona of cho.rts roforred to in the fifth column are 

; 

~ :, $.) .. 22;;S ; 

1575 7th Soptembor 1979 

157G 24th Novombor 1978 

British 
Admirolt 
Chart 
Number * 

03".6 1576 

02".4 1576 

17".4 1575 

58".8 1575 

27" 1575 

00".6 1575 

42 11 .6 1575 

58".5 1575 

13 11 .8 1575 

--- -


