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'.t REPUBLIC OF VANUATU 

BILL FOR 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC (lHiENDMENT ACT 

NO 1:2.. OF '1981 

Explanatory Note 

Under the Road Traffic Joint Regulation No 4 of 1962, a 
person convicted of an offence thereunder could in addition 
to any penalty imposed by tho court, be permanently or 
temporarily disqualified from driving a motor car or motor 
bicycle. 

However under the law, the power of disqualif.ication was 
given to the Resident Commissioners; and recently the 
practice has been for the P:cirne l'1inister on the recommendation 
of the Court convicting an offender, to sign a disqualification 
order, This is an unsatisfactory state of affairs as the 
Prime Minister in such a case would bc exercising a judicial 
function 'which properly bolongrJ to the courts. TherE; is also 
a difficulty with appeals against 8 disqualification order. 
To whom can one appeal 'J. decision of tho Prime iVIinister? 
Under this amendment the courts would impose disqualification, 
and an appeal against such order would be to the higher court. 

As the lavl now stands di squ3lificc,tion from driving could be 
permanent, and could be ifllposed for any offenCE: under the 
Regulation, even if very minor. 

The present amendment empowers a court to impose disqualificati0D 
for a limited period not exceedipg five years, and only in 
respect of the more serious road traffic offences e.g. dnngerDuc 
driving~ driving under the influence of alcohol, etc. 

F. TIil1'iKl-iTj~ 

DEPUTY PRIfi]E IHNIST~~n 
A.ND HINISTER OF 
HOI>'1E AFFAIRS 
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Amondmont of 
JR.4/62. 

Commoncomont. 

REPUBLIC OF VANUHTU ------------

BILL nJl( 

THE IIOW TRI;FF IC ( hMENDMENT) f.CT No. OF 1981 

Tu cmunu suction 47/.\ of tho Ilood Troff ic Joint 
i(CJ~ulotion No.4 :Jf 1962. 

Su it unoctod by tho Prosidont and ~arliamont 
as folluws :-

1 • 

2. 

Tho Rood Traffic Juint Rouulotion No.4 of 
1962 is horoby amondod by repoaling subsuction 
(1) of soction 47fi and su~stitutin9 tho 
following :-

"(1) Whoro 0 parson is ccnvictud by a 
compotont court of on offoncu 
undor soctions 12, 13, 13il, 14, 15 
or 19 of this (tu~ulction, thu court 
moy, in addition to cny othor 
punishm~nt it may imposu, disqualify 
that ~orson from uriving 0 mutor 
vohiclo or motor ~icyclo or uoth for 
o tomporory puricJ nut uxcooding fivG 
yoars." 

This Act sholl como into furcG on tho data 
of its ~uulicotion in tho Gozotto. 
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