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PART L -'INTERPRETATION' 

iNTERPRETATION 
.,: .' ;"'::'.'/ ',' 

. '. '. " , ' 
t'equ i:~-es ,-

means the Munic ipa Li tl¥~Ct Nci. 5,0[1980; 
;'., I 

"F.hi(~t·()·ral Offic'er-" means the P.r.inci'p,~l' -.'Ei~:(::to'ral 
of:ficf'_rs of. t,he E,le,ctor.::Jl O'ffic~l a reg.is;tt:aC'ion 
Cl 5 51 SI an t ,r-e-gi,s,t r:a:t ion ') ;of \ ic.'e r) '_a re tut-.n i ng -of f icer 
(': i p rk; 

0([ i,e er , ,and' 
o fLi c-eT,' 'ah':, 

or a pal] ing, 

'. • ' I • 

"polting day" nfe'ans;:the-:-day fixed, f~r<':';a.~", :~'le~,~'i6n' or- th~' 'comrtlence~: 
ment ,of an election in acco,~'dance'with" se:ct~:0~n~'6(2-)(a') ,of ,t'he', Actj, 

"I wa rd tf ,mea n's -__ a n' a re:a . 'c-.ounci1 d iyi.s i 
'"ta red, iJhde'r ,·sect ion j i. cif th'e".Act; .. 

pART 2 CANDIDATES, FOR ELECTION 
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A person shall be 
he 

(a) is a '~_'~'n'i's,.te,r'; ,;'. 

(b) , 
, (c') 

(d) 

(e) 

Cf) 

is disqualifLed,'.from;bei"n_g a mernbe'r ::of Par'liame'nt,; 
is \n "t-he :-~-e·t\;!i,i,~,,'of _t'he'.<ou"nci-I'j' 

.1. ' ' .. 

is the',Vegai ad~i'sor or auditor of ,the coGnci'j Or the 
or emp,l'oye:e '.of s:uc-h. advisor or a'udi,t'.orj 

.', ' ", _ ' , '_ '" ",,", ,'.,', 'I 

'be,l,ng ~'a,:,::'p',e,r.sofl.' engaged"·:in. Cl' p'r,oJession,:: is d'is'qu'al,iffe'd 
"'ox 's·u::s:p'Edra,~.d' {rom"':',t,he':, pr'acti.ce 6f"su~,h.! p,(,of,~ss'i6n; _1.. ' :~: 

,:,':: ,',C, "" /' 
',\'" ': .i,;-, 

. i~s 'ir(>d;~:fau'lt oL' p'ayment o.f any .~ates .. ; ~,·h,'a-rg,e;s".'or othe,r 
due' t-o':, the, 'co,uncil for a per.-iod' e:xce,ed\i"hg ,two, month,s, 
ith'-e::-:s'~lme:' shal:i 'become,fd·ue-; 

d'ebt~'" ' 
aft'~r:,,'\; 

i'5- a pe rson ha"ving a 
Mu cipal se·rv{~~s. 

c,o,n.'tract ~<t--b.the council to provide 
" " , 
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ELlGIBILITY OF CANDIDATES 
3. Subject to Clause 2 a person shall be eligible to stand as a 

candidate for election to a Municipal Council if he 

(a) is a citizen of Vanuatu; 

(b) is a registered as an elector in the Municipality in which he 
is a candidate; 

Cc) is not disqualified from voting; 

(d) has not received a sentence including a suspended sentence of 
a term or terms of imprisonment which has not ended; 

(e) is not an undischarged bankrupt; and 

(f) has attained 21 years of age. 

DECLARATION OF CANDIDATURE 
4. (1) Not later than the date fixed for the return of candidature every 

candidate for election shall lodge with the Electoral Officer:-

(a) a declaration of candidature signed by him in the form and 
containing the particulars provided for in Part 1 of 
Schedule 1 which shall include a declaration that the 
candidate is eligible as provided for in Clause 3j 

(b) 2 full face photographs of himself; 

(c) except for a candidate sponsored by a political party having 
a symbol approved by the Minister an illustration on paper 
of his personal electoral symbol. 

(2) A declaration of candidature shall also contain the signatures of 
not less than five sponsors being persons registered to vote in 
the Municipality of the candidate and not being related to the 
candidate. 

(3) No person may lodge a declaration of his own candidature -

(a) for more than one ward; or 

(b) in the case of a by-election if he is a member of the Munici­
pa 1 Counc i 1. 

(4) The electoral officer who receives a declaration of candidature 
shall give a receipt to the. candidate in the form contained in 
Part 2 of Schedule 1 and forward the declaration immediately to 
the Electoral Office. 

(5) The Principal Electoral Officer shall within 24 hours of the day 
declared by the Minister under subclause (1) make a list of the 
candidates named in dec larations of candidature received by the 
Electoral Office and send copies to the Minister. 

(6) The Principal Electoral Officer shall send with the list referred 
to in subclause (5) such comments on the validity of the candida­
ture of any person named in the list as he shall conside~ fit • 

. . . /3. 
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DECLARATION OF lNVALIDITY OF CANDIDATURE BY THE MINISTER 
(' When a de~laration of candidature has been delivered in compliance 

with ClausE: !J the candidate shall stand sponsored for election 
unless and untll the Minister declares his candidature invalid or 

( 2 ) 

evidence is given 
or the candidate 
Electoral Office, 

to his satisfaction that the candidate has died, 
withdraws by notice in writing given tc the 

The Minister shall only declare a candidature invalid on the 
following grounds :-

(a) the candidate or his sponsors do not have the necessary 
qualifications or are disqualified; or 

( b) the declaration of candidature is not sponsored as provided 
in Clause 4(2), 

(3) Where the Minister decides that a candidature is invalid .he shall 
so endorsp the declaration of candidature giving reasons for the 
deCision. 

RESUBMISSION OF DECLARATION OF CANDIDATURE BY CANDIDATES 
"). (1) Notwithstanding the provisions of r,laus(> 7 the Minister shall 

where he (:onsiders that a declaration of candidature is invalid by 
reason of a bona fide error he shall not less than 14 days before 
polling day request the candidate to resubmit a valid declaration 
within 72 hours after such request. 

(2) Where a declaration of candidature sponsored by a political party 
is declared inval id by the Minister or a candidate dies not less 
than 14 days before polling day another candidate sponsored by the 
same party may lodge a declaretion of candidature provided that he 
does so within 72 hours of the declaration or death. 

PUBLICATION Or' LISTS OF CANDIDATES 
7 . A list of candidates shall be displayed at -

(a) the Town Hall; 

( b) the Parliament Buildingj 

( c ) th~ Office of the Ministerj 

(di the Electoral Office; and 

~e) such other places in the rlunicipality as the Minister may 
direct 

for not less than 14 days before poll ing day except the case of 
new or re-submitted candidatures under Clause 6 where the period 
shall be not less than 9 days, 

PART 3 - ELECTION OF MEMBERS OF A MUNICIPAL COUNCIL 

DECLARATION OF ELECTION WITHOUT A POLL AND NOTICE OF NEW POLL 
8. ([) If at the close of or at any time after the close of the period 

for declaration of candidature the number of candidates. in any 
ward is not more than the number of members to be elected the 
Principal Electoral Officer shall so report to the Minister who 
shall declare the candidates elected without a poll, 

' .. /4. 
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If the number of candidates is less than the number of 
1-:1(, elected the MJnister shall when he declares the 
candidates elected declare the number' of seats vacant. 

members to 
number of 

{3 i The Minister shall within 30 days after the declaration referred 
to in subclause (2) and after consultation with the Principal 
Electoral Officer fix the date of an election for the seats decla­
red vacant. 

.4) If the number of candidates exceeds the number of 
plected a poll shall be t.aken. in accordance with 
' . ...,ithout undUE' delay after the closing of the list 
th~ Electoral Officer shall publish a notice stating 

(al the names of the candidates; 

Cb) the hours of polling; 

le) the situation of each polling station; 

members to be 
th is Part and 
of candidates 

Id suffic1ent information to enable voters to know which poll­
ing starion they are required to vote at; 

l pi any other information that may be prescribed. 

'-

RETURNING OFFICERS 
Every poll1ng station shall be presided over by a ret,urning offi­
cet appointl?d for that purpose by the Electoral Office'r. 

ELECTORAL ROLLS TO BE IN POLLING STATIONS AND VOTERS ONLY TO VOTE IF THEREIN 
AND HAVE ELECTORAL CARDS 
10. During voting cl copy of the electoral roll shall be kept in every 

polling station. 

(2) No person may vote unless his name is contained in the roll of 
f:'lectors of the polling station at which he presents himself for 
voting~ and he produces d valid electoral card issued to him. 

PERSONS NOT ENTITLED TO VOTE 
l 1 • Pp.rsons detained 1n a mental hospital in accordance with the law 

shall not be entitled to vote whether or not their names may be on 
an electoral roll. 

POLLS TO BE SECRET AND ELECTORS TO VOTE ONCE FOR ONE CANDIDATE 
12. (1) A poll shall be taken by secuet ballot. 

(2) Subject to Clause 13, no person shall have more than one vote nOr 
vote for more than one candidate. 

PROXY VOTE 
13. A person may vote by proxy in the circumstdnces and in the manner 

pr~vided tor in Schedule 2. 

SUSPENSION AND STOPPING OF POLL 
14. (1'1 [,.Jhere polling is interrupted at a polling station in such circum­

stances that in the opinion of the returning officer, it is tempo­
ri'lri ly impossible to continue he may suspend the poll and recom­
mence it when he considers polling may continue undisturbed • 

. . . /5. 

) 



(2) 

(3 ) 

(4) 

- 5 -

Where there has been suspension and -reopening in accordance with 
subclause (1) polling shall continue after the time fixed for 
ending the poll for the period. -of the suspension unless the r<,>­

turning officer is sati.s.f.ied that every eTector on the roll. h::!s 
cast his vote. 

When circumstances arise which in the opinion of a retunu,lg 
officer make it impossible to continue with a poll within a t(-·3-­

sonable time whether or not polling has al ready been suspend~d. 

under subctause (1) he. sha11 declare the poll stopped and inform 
the Principal Electoral Officer of the declaration "ho shall 
immediately forward a report thereon wtth any comments he may havi!!: 
to the Minister. 

When a poll has been stopped under subclause (3) all prooeedings 
before the declaration shall be annulled by the Minister by Order 
either -

Ca) in every polling station in the relevant ward if thr; result 
in the ward as a who1e could be affected by the "ddition of 
the votes of voters ·of the palling district where the poll 
ha s bee·n 5 topped; or 

(b) in the Polling station where. the poll has been stopped only 
if the results in the relevant ward as a whole could not be 
materially affected by the additi~n ~f the' votes of voter9 of 

the polling district where the poll has been stopped, 

and in either case the Mi-nister shall in the Order fix a ne-"1 day 
and time for polling and a new poll shall be held. 

(S) If in the op'i'nion of -the returning officer a11d not le~s th~ul one 
polling clerk not later than half an hour befor.e t.he time ilXBd 
for polling to close the- number of voters waiting will not b·8 llbie 
to vote in that time he may extend the time to the clo8~ of the 
poll by one hour and sha 11 record the extensi.on in hj -2 r~<,;;0;;"~ 
under Rule 19 of Schedule 3. 

(6) The returning officer may close the polling station when 011 d",~ 
voters on -the roll have voted btit the counting of votes shall n0t 
start earlier than -one hour before the time fix-ed for the f.,",f), or 
poll ing. 

DISPLAY AND LOCKING OF BALLOT BOXES 
15. Immediately before the commencement of a poll the returninB oHj,­

cer s-hall show the interior of the ballo,t hox to th~:.se lawftdly 
p.resent in the polling station and t-hen lock, th;:~ box ~;tth (:,',,:!(,,, 

padlocks having different keys and shall retain the key of on" ;" ... <J 
give the other to a polling clerk. 

METHOD·OF VOTING AND PROCEDURES 
16-. The method of vo-ting, procedures to he observed during polls, :~nd 

the manner ,of counting votes and declaring the election ot 
candidates shall be in accordance with the provisions of Sc.kl\!dule 
3. 

PUBLICATION OF RESULTS 
17. As soon 'as practicable after an election the Mirt-ister shall cause 

the results to be publi,shed in each ward in such manner as he 
considers appropriate and in the Gazette-. 

.. ./6. 
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PART 4 - ELECTIONS REPORTS 

REPORT BY THE PRINCIPAL ELECTORAL OFFICER 
18. Aft,er an election the Principal Electoral Officer shall make a 

report to the Minister with regard to the conduct of the election 
in the Municipality and shall forward with the report; 

(a) One copy of each report received in accordance with Rule: 19 
of Schedule 3; and 

Cb) his comments thereon. 

PART 5 - ELECTION OF MAYORS AND DEPUTY .MAYORS 

ELECTION OF MAYORS, AND DEPUTY MAYORS AND METHOD OF ELECTION 
19. (1) Each Municipal Council shall elect by secret ballot h'om among itS 

members a Mayor and a Deputy Mayor. 

(2) The candidate who gains the votes of a maj.o.r.i.ty.cLthe _members of 
the Council shall be elected. 

(3) Where two or more candida-tes gain the same number of votes the 
older shall be considered elected. 

(4) The Minister: may at the request of or after consultat:i.on frlith _-r) 

Municipal council, authorise the creation of one or more adci;,~,= 

ional ~ffices of Deputy Mayor. 

OFFICERS OF COUNCILS TO BE HONORARY 
20. The Mayor, Deputy Mayors and Gouncillor.s of every Municipali-t.) 

shall carry out their duti~s without remuneration. 

Provided that, with the approval of the Minister, duty allowances 
may be,authorised by a Municipal Council and paid from th~ cO'J.f/.cil 
budget. Mayors, Deputy Mayors' and Councillors shall be entitled 
when due occassion arises to reimbursement of any llec&.ssar~' expfn-­
diture incurred in the carrying out of. sp_ecial duties~ 

ELECTION PROCEDURE 
21. The me~ting at which the election 0f the Mayo-r takes pl~l-~;02 s.h!:!:l! 

be presided over by a Deputy Mayor. If there is no Deputy 11 .. "", 
the oldest person not being a candidate shall preside. 

NOTICE OF ELECTION OF MAYOR OR DEPUTY MAYOR 
22. Notice of the election of a Mayor or Deputy Mayor shall be gIver. 

to members of- the Council not less than 3 days before the election 
is due to take place. 

NOTIFICATION OF RESULTS 
23. The result of the election of a Mayor or Deputy Hay", shall. t.~ 

published by means of a public notice affixed in a pronlinent pli;l!ce 
near the main ent-rance of the Council Office within twent:y·rfour 
hours of its taking place and shall, within the same p~·~ric·j~ be 
notified to the Minister. 

CHALLENCE OF ELECTIONS 
24. The election of a Mayor and Deputy Mayors may be challenged in the 

same manner and within the period p.rescribed for objections 
concerning the elections cif the members of t.he Council. The 
peri.od allowe',d for admission of objections shall commence one 
clear day after the date of election. 

. .. /7. 
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RESIG~ATION OF MAYOR OR DEPUTY MAYOR 
25. (1) A Mayor or Deputy Mayor may resign hi.s Office by notice in "dUng 

signed by him and delivered to the Clerk of the Council. 

(2 ) 

(J) 

A notice of resignation shall be delivered to the Clerk of the 
Council not later than 14 days before such resignation is to t,";lke. 
effect. 

Two weeks after rece'ipt- of s_uch notice of r,esignation of a Mayor 
or Deputy Mayor, a meeting of the Counei.1 shall be convened to 
elect a new Mayor or Deputy Mayor. 

ELIGIBILITY TO HOLD ,OFFICE OF MAYOR OR DEPUTY MAYOR 
26. Only persons elected to be. membe'rs of a Municipal Cound \ lOCi)' hold 

the office of Mayor or Deputy Mayor or temporari.ly carryotlt the 
duties thereof. 

TERM OF OFFICE OF MAYORS AND DEPUTY MAYORS 
27. (1) Subject to Clause 25, all Mayors and Deputy Mayors shall ho;,!! 

office until the end of one year frof!l the date of their e,le';t:~~)ll 

or until the d.issoluti-on of the Council whichever occurs earlier~ 

(2) At the end of the term of office of a Mayor and/or a Deputy ~Iayor 
a meeting of the Council shll be convened to elect a neH Mayo,' 
and/or Deputy Mayor in accordance with Clauses 19, 21 and 22. 

(3) Mayors and Deputy Mayors who have completed a term of offiCe' ~h" l! 
be eligible for re-election to these offices. 

PART 6 - CORRUPT PRACTICES 
PERSONATION 
28. A person commits the offence of personat-i-on if he -

BRIBERY 
29. (1 ) 

Ca) except when voting as a proxy, votes .3.'5 SCri!lC othr.'.r pf;;r~~\)n 

whether that other person is living or dead- or i~ J fictit n
• 

iaus person; or 

(b) votes as proxy for a p,erson whom he know's or has r0dsOnt~bl-( 

grounds for supposing t'o be dead or a fictitious person. 

A person ,commits the offence of bribery, 

(a) if he directly or indirectly by himself or by oth'd per""" 

(i) gives any money' or procures any offi.ce to or tot :~!lJ 
voter or to or for any other person on beh.a1:,f "f :;;.ny 
vote'r or to or fo-r any other p'erson in order l~O tncl\:ic~, 

any voter to vote or refrain from voting; 

(ii) corruptly does any such act on account. of t'my vot..-tr 
having voted or refrained from voting; ot 

(i ii) makes any such gift or procurement Co '01: for any 
person in order t.o induce that person to p~ocuce J Of 

endeavour to procure, the election of any candidat~ 
or the vote of any voter; 

... lB. 
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or if upon or in consequence of any such gift or procurement he 
procures or engages, promises or endeavours to procure the 
election of any candidate or the vote of any voter; 

(b) if he advances of pays any money or causes any money to be paid 
to or to the use of any other person with the intent that such 
money or any part thereof shall be expended in bribery at any 
election or knowingly pays any money or causes any money to be 
paid to any person in discharge or repayment of any money 
wholly or in part expended in bribery at any election; 

(c) if before or during an election he directly or indirectly, by 
himself or by any other person on his behalf, receives, agrees 
or contracts for any money, gift, loan or valuable considera­
tion or any office, place or employment for himself or for any 
other person for voting or agreeing to vote or from refraining 
or agreeing to refrain from voting; 

(d) if after an election he directly or indirectly by himself or by 
any other person on his behalf rece·ives any money or valuable 
consideration on account of any person having voted or 
refrained from voting or having induced any other person to 
vote or refrain from voting. 

(2) For the purposes of clause (1), 

TREATING 

(a) references to giving money include references to giving, lend­
ing, agreeing to give or lend, offering, promising and promi­
sing to procure or to endeavour to procure any money or valua­
ble consideration; and 

Cb) references to procuring office include references to giving, 
procuring, agreeing to give or procure, offering, promising and 
promising to procure or to endeavour to procure any office, 
place or employment. 

30. A person commits the offence of treating. 

(a) if he corruptly by himself or by any other person either 
before, during or after an elect·ion directly or indirectly 
gives or provides or pays wholly or in part the expenses of 
giving or providing any food, drink or entertainment to or for 
any person, 

(0 for the purpose of corruptly influencing that person or 
any other person to vote.or refrain from voting; or 

(ii) on account of that person or any other person having voted 
or refrained from voting or being about to vote or refrain 
from voting; 

(b) if he curruptly accepts or takes food, drink or entertainment 
offered in the circumstances and for the purpose mentioned in 
paragraph (a) of this clause. 

. •. /9. 
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UNDUE INFLUENCE 
i I, A person commits the offence of undue influence if -

(a) he directly or indirectly by himself or by any other person 
on his behalf, 

( i j ) 

makes use of or threatens to make use of any force, 
violence or restraint, or 

inflicts or threatens to inflict by himself or by any 
other person any cemporal or spiritual injury, damage. 
harm or loss upon or against any person, 

in order to induce or compel thal person to vote or refrain 
from voting, or on account of that person having voted or 
refrained from voting; or 

(b) by abduction, duress or any fraudulent device or contrivance 
he impedes or prevents the free exercise of the franchise of 
a voter, or thereby compels, induces or prevails upon a 
voter either to vote or to refrain from voting. 

PENALTY FOR CORRUPT PRACTICES 
I 1 ) The offences of personation, bribery, treating and undue influence 

are corrupt practices tor the ~urposes of this Order. 

i. 2) A person convicted of a corrupt. practice shall be liable on con­
viction to a fine not exceeding 100,000 VT. or to imprisonment for 
a term not exc~eding five years or (0 both such fine and 
imprisonment. 

PART 7 - ELECTION PETITIONS 

ELECTION DISPUTES COMMITTEE 
33. (1) There shall be an Election Disputes Committee which shall consist 

of not more than 6 and not less than 4 members one of, whom shall 
be che Chairman who shall be appointed by the Mi.nist.er by notice 
published in the Gazette. 

(2) The Minister may replace a member who is unable to carry out his 
duties or ceases to be qualified or fill any vacancy. 

(1) When appointing the Election Disputes Committee the Minister may 
mak\:; such stipulations , not inconsistent '!'lith this Order, as he 
llay consider appropriate concerning the functions uf the Commit-­
tee. 

(4) The names of the members ot the El~ctiol1 Disputes Commlttee toge­
ther with the address of the Committet· for se.rvice of Petitions 
shall be published in the Gazette. 

ELECTIONS ONLY TO BE CHALLENGED UNDER THIS ORDER 
34. (1) The validity of any election to the Municipal 

questioned by a petition brought for that purpose 
and not otherwise. 

Council may be 
under this Order 

(2) Every election petition shall be heard by the Election Disputes 
Coimmittee. 

... /10. 
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PERSONS WHO MAY PRESENT ELECTION PETITIONS 

J~l. ,A.n election petition may be presented by one or more of the fol­
lowing :-

(a) a person who is registered to vote at the election to which 
the petition relates; 

(b) a person claiming himself to have been a candidate at such 
election. 

, ) PETITIONS ONLY VALID IF DEPOSIT MADE 
:lb. 

TIME 
37 . 

( 11 The presentation of an election 
' . ...rithin the time specified in 
pr.esent 

petition shall not be valid unless 
Clause 37, the person seeking to 

the same lodges with the Election Disputes Committee a deposit of 
VT. 10,000 as security for costs. 

(2) Subject to subelause (3) a deposit made under subelause (1) shall 
be returned to the Petitioner after the petition has been heard. 

(JI The Election Disputes committee may deduct from a deposit made 
llnder subclause (I), the amount of any costs ordered to be paid. 

FOR PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS 
Cl) Subject to subelause (2) an election petition shall be presented 

within 21 days of the publication in the Gazette of the results of 
the election to which the petition relates. 

(3) 

If a petition alleges a specific payment of money or other reward 
after an election by or on the account of a person whose election 
is disputed, the petition may be presented within 21 days of the 
alleged payment. 

The. time limit provided for in this Clause shall not be extended. 

ELECTION 
PERSONS 
38. (l) 

PETITIONS TO BE IN WRITING AND COPIES TO BE SERVED ON AFFECTED 

An election petition shall be in writing and specify the ground or 
grounds upon which an election is disputed. 

( 2 ) The Election Disputes Committee shall cause a copy of each elect­
ion petition to be served on any person whose election may be 
affected by the petition a.nd allow such· person a reasonable time 
in which to make any submiss'ions in writing on the hearing of the 
petition. 

PROCEEDINGS OF ELECTION DISPUTES COMMITTEE 
39. (1) The members of the Election Disputes Committee may make such rules 

or decisions not inconsistent with this Order or any other law and 
any stipulations or decisions made pursuant to Clause 33(6) 
concerning the conduct of proceedings before them, the times and 
places of their meetings and adjournment thereof as they shall 
consider proper. 

(2) The proceedings of the Committee shall be conducted in English, 
French or Bislama according to the. choice of the petitioner and 
interpreters shall be prOvided by the Committee. 

(]) The proceedings of the Committee shall be recorded in writing . 

... /11. 
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Persons may be represented before the committee by.Counsel. 

No person appearing 
rninau~ himself and 
privileges accorded 
Court. 

betore the committee shall be bound to 
all such porsons shall be entitl'ed 
to a witness appearing before the 

incri­
to the 

Supreme 

DECISIONS OF ELECTION DISPUTES COMMITTEE 
40. (1) On hearing a petition the Election Disputes Committee may: 

ta) declare the election to which the petition relates is void; 

(h) 

(c) 

declare a candidat~ 

questioned was duly 
other than the person whose election is 

elected; or 

dismiss the petition and declare the persons whose election 
is questioned was duly elected. 

(2) The Election Disputes Committee may make such orders as to the 
payment of costs by any person appearing before it as it may deem 
fi t • 

CROUNDS FOR DECLARING ELECTION VOID 
Id. ( 1 ) 

( 3 ) 

The election of a 
petition if it is 
Disputes Committee, 

candidate may be declared void on an election 
proved to the satisfaction of the Election 
that 

(a) bribery, treating, undue influence or other misconduct or 
circumstances whether similar to those hereinbefore enumera­
ted or not. have so extenSively prevailed that they may be 
reasonably supposed to have affected the result of the 
election; 

(b) there has been such non-compliance with the provisions of 
this Order, in the conduct of polling or in any other matter 
that such non-compliance affected the result of the 
election; 

(c) the candidate was at the time of his election a person not 

(d) 

qualified or disqualified for election; or 

there was such 
may reasonably 
the election. 

irregul.arity 
be supposed 

in the counting of the votes as 
to have affected the result of 

The election o~,. a candidate shall be decL1red void if he is COn­
victed by a Vatff.~·atu Court of committing a corrupt practice or of 
attempting or conspiring lo commit a corrupt practice. 

Notwithstanding the provisions ot subclausc (1) -

(a) where upon the hearing or ~n election petition the Election 
Disputes Committee finds that dny "gent of a candidate has 
been guilty of a corrupt practice and the Election Disputes 
Committee further finds that the candidate has proved to the 
Election Disputes Committee that 

(i) no corrupt practice was commi tted by the candidate 
himself or with his knowledge or consent or approval, 

... /12. 
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the candidate took a]l reasonable means for preventing 
the commission of corrupt practices at such election, 
and 

in all other respects the election was free from any 
corrupt practice on the part of the candidate, 

such corrupt practices did not affect the result of 
the elections, 

then, if the Election Disputes Committee so recommends, the 
election of such candidate shall not by reason of any such 
practice be void. 

(b) where upon the hearing of an election petition the Election 
Disputes Committee finds that there has been failure to 
comply with any provision of this Order but the Election 
Disputes Committee further finds, that it is satisfied that 
the election was conducted in accordance with the principles 
laid down in this Order and that such failure did not affect 
the result of the election, the election of the successful 
candidate shall not, by reason of such failure, be void. 

EXAMINATION OF VOTES CAST 
42,. l,Jhen on an ele.ction petition the election is claimed for an un­

successful candidat.e 011 the ground thcH he had majority of lawful 
VOtC5 the Election Disputes Committee may dirpct an examination of 
the counted and void votes and of the counting of votes. 

COMMUNICATION OF DECISION OF ELECTION DISPUTES COMMITTEE AND APPEALS 
( 1 '. , , ' 

( 2 ) 

The decision of the Election Disputes Committee shall be commnica­
ted without ctelay [0 the petitioner and dll persons whose election 
is subject to such petition. 

Any person referred to in subclause (1) may within 14 days of such 
decision or such further time as the Supreme Court may allow 
appeal to that Court in writing giving brief reasons for his 
appea L 

(3) After consideration of the written appeal and of the record of the 
proceedings before the Election Disputes Committee the Supreme 
COl.Jrt may ei.ther dismiss the appE'_al summarily or give the other 
persons affected by the appeal an opportunity to lodge replies to 
it and fix a date to hear the appeal. 

(Lt) A(lY decision of the Supreme Court on an appeal whether a summary 
dismissal or a decision after a hearing shall be final. 

(5) The Supreme Court may makE' rules of procedure to be observed in 
relation to appeals to it under this Cl~use. 

(6) The Election Disputes Commitceo:: forthwith after the end of a 
period of fourteen days after its decision 'or in the case of and 
appeal the Supreme Court forthwith after its decision shall inform 
the Minister thereof who shall take all proper measures to effect 
it and shall inform the Council of Ministers of the decision . 

. . . / 13. 
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REPORTS TO PUBLIC PROSECUTOR 
44. The Election Disputes Committee or if an appeal from its decision 

is made the Supreme Court shall if in its opinion anyone has 
committed an DEfence of a corrupt practice in connection with an 
election to which a petition heard by it relates, send a written 
report in respect thereof to the Public Prosecutor. 

NO PERSON REQUIRED TO REVEAL HIS VOTE 
No person who has voted in an election shall in any proceedings be 
required to state for whom he has voted. 

SAVINCS WHEN ELECTION DECLARED VOID 
L!.6. Where on an election petition the election of a member of the 

Municipal Council is declared void nothing done by him prior to 
such declaration either as a member of the Municipal Council or in 
an office for l.-lhich membership of the Council is a qualification 
shall be thereby invalidated. 

DISPOSAL OF REPORTS AND DOCUMENTS 
'.7. (1) Subject to subclause (2) the Electoral Office shall retain for not 

less than one year all Reports sent· to it in accordance with this 
Order and all documents sent therewith including packets of 
counted and void votes. 

(2) Documents relating to an election in respect of which an election 
petition or any legal proceedings have been commenced shall not be 
destroyed util the proceedings have ended. 

(3) The Supreme Court when hearing an election petition or any Court 
trying a person for any corrupt pr3ctice may make an order that 
any document retained by the Electoral Office shall be inspected, 
copied or produced al such time and place subject to such condi­
tions as it thinks fit. 

(4) No order shall be made under sUbclause (3) unless the Court is 
satisEied that inspection, copying, or production is essential Ear 
the hearing of a charge of a corrupt practice or the hearing of an 
election petition. 

(5) Except as provided by subclallse (3) no person may inspect or copy 
any document retained by the Electoral Office under this Order. 

REPEAL OF ORDER No. 18 OF 1980 
48. The Municipal Elections (Procedure Rules) Order No. 18 of 1980 is 

repealed. 

COMMENCEMENT 
~9 . This Order shall come into force on the date of signature. 

MADE ac Port Vila this 30th day of 0ecember, 1982. 

}!(dud{1l 
F.K. TlMAKATA 
Minister of Home Affairs 
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PART 1 

Hunicipal Council.Elections (Procedure RIlllI!S) Or"d::; .. =r_N::..o::.:.. __ .::o.:;f~I.::9~8~2 

DECLARATION OF CANDIDATiJRE 

To the Elect.oral Officer for •.••••••..•.•••••.•.•.•••• District 

1, , ..•....•...••......•.......•• (name) of •••••••••••••••••••• > • ~ •• 

be ing a c i t izen of'Vanuatu and aged 21 or more 

HEREBY DECLARE 

1. myse'l£ as a candid-ate for ele'ction to the ••. o ............ ,Municip,fj,! 

Council as repre'se'ntative for •........... -.•.•.•.•....•••...•. ~.W""rcl; 

2. that I am registered in the Electoral Roll for ..•...•.•.••.•..• Polling 

J. 

4. 

Distric,t, Electrrral Card No .••... ~ ••..••.••.•..•. ; 

tha t am not disqual'ified from vo~ing; 

chat am 
suspended 
no't ended'; 

not serving' a s'entence of 
sentence of imprisonment 

imprisonment or have net rec~ived ; 
where the period of t;l..l;;,pens:io~~ h';l~ 

5. that I am no,!. 3'n u-ndisc'harge-d bankruptj 

6. that my o-ccupati.on/profession is ......•........••• ~.,.< •. ".,,<.'".~,.~. 

DATE ........................... SIGNATURE Of CANDIOATE ...................... .. 

NOTES 

1. When this form is comple-ted (inclu'ding the sponsor~hip detaiLs ~v'ef~.'o)l~f) 
it should be re-turned to the Ele_ctoral Officer of th • .; O'i.stfict :..n ;,.,.h'H:~t 

the election is to be held. 

2. Please attach to this form :-

'(a) Two passport sjzed photographs of yourself (not colour phC'!"-:I&}t 

(b) An illustration on paper of your personal electoral 5:ymb.:;;i tJi11,<t$~ 

yo'u are sponsored by a politica1 party with an approved ~;ymho! • .. 
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s C HE DUL E 2 
(Clause 1~) 

Municipal Council Elections (Procedure Rules) Order No. of 1982 

RULES FOR VOnNG BY PROXY 

ARRANGEMENT OF RULES 

PART 1 

1. App.lication to vote by proxy 

2. Decisions' o-E Registration Offlter and notification thereof 

J. Revocation ,of proxies ahd further applications 

4. Elector who has obtained issue of proxy may ·v.ote in person 

5. Proxy 'nullified on death or cessation of eligibility of voter I:;~' bi.:@ 
proxy 

6. Limitac'ions on vo-ring by proxy 

7. Manner of vot'ing by proxy and ca-st ing of won vote 

PART 2 

FORM A. 

FORM B. 
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RULES FOR VOTING BY PROXY 

PART 1 

APPLICATION TO VOTE BY PROXY 
1. (1) Any person who is entitled to vote may only vote by proxy if he can 

demonstrate that by reason of ,-

(a) occupation; 

(b) health, or, 

(c) religion 

he is unable to vote at the polling station where he is ~'egiste7:ed 
to vote. 

(2) A person referred to in sub Rule (1) shall apply to th" El"ctoral 
Officer for the Constituency in which he is entitled to vote by the 
completion and submission thereof of FORM A in part 2 of these Rul",s 
accompanied by his electoral card. 

(3) A person who is prevented from voting by reason of his occupatlDn 
shall accompany his application with a certificate signed by (HS 

head of department, superior officer, manager o-r other person to 
whom he is responsible certifying as to his inability to vCt'" in 
person and the reasen therefor. 

(4) A persen who h prevented from voting in person by reason of hBal.th 
shall accompany his application with a certificate by a ·r:,<;ognioed 
medical p'ractitioner, nurse, dresser or on the unavailar~\il-lty of ,~ny 

such persons a person of standing certifying as to his inability 
to vote in pers·on and the reason therefor. 

(5) A person who professes te be prevented from voting in 1";:Ut'" 'x'! 
reason of religiOUS obligations shall accompany his applicati.on 
certificate of a Minister .of his religion that confirms that "" 
cannot vote _for reasons of religion. 

(6) Every application under sub Rule (2) hereof shall reach the nec.to~'· 
ral Officer not less than 72 hours before polling. 

DECISIONS OF ELECTORAL-OFFICER AND NOTIFICATION THEREOF 
2. (1) If the Electoral Officer who receives an application under Rulf! 1U) 

is satisfied·that :-

(a) an applicant is entitled to vote by proxy and 

(b) the person named as proxy is registered on the. same Roll ae. tbe 
"a pp licant, 

he shall so inform the applicant using the detachable P~l"t of the 
application form and deliver by post or other means the cor.,plet.ed 
proxy form in FORM B of these Rules and the applicant's electoral 
card te the proxy named by the applicant. 

. .. /2. 
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(2) For the purposes of sub R.ule (1) the Electoral Officer shall be 
deemed to have delivered a proxy form and electoral card if he makes 
known to a proxy that the cards are available forcoilection at the 
polling station on polling day. 

(3) If an Electoral Officer who receive.s an application under Rule 1. (2) 
is not satisfied that the applicant is entitled to vote by proxy h~ 
shall so inform the applicant. 

(4) If an Electoral Officer although being satisfied that an applicant 
under Rule 1(2) is entitled to vote by proxy but that the per.son 
nominated as proxy is not eligible to be a proxy for the "p ... Hc,~"t 
he shall so inform the applicant and invite him t<' nomtnate anoth",' 
person provided that in his opinion the ap.plicant will be able, to 
make such nomination not less than 72 hours before polling, 

REVOCATION OF PROXIES AND FURTHER APPLICATIONS 
3. (1) A voter may revoke a proxy by notice in writing to a l'egiH~atj'lf\ 

Officer. 

(2) A voter who has revoked a proxy may apply for the issue of ,'lnOb<1i:, 

ELECTOR WHO HAS OBTAINED ISSUE OF PROXY MAY VOTE IN PERSON 
4. A voter who has obtained the issue of a prol\Y may vote in P''''';;'''' 

provided he obtains his electoral card from his proxy before. t.b.,:,. 
person votes on his behalf. 

PROXY NULLIFIED ON DEATH OR CESSATION m' ELIGIBILITY OF VOTER OR IIIS PROXY 
5. (1) Where the voter or his proxy dies or· ceases be eligibJ." to "·,,.t·.' " 

proxy shall become null and void. 

(2) The Electoral Officer shall recover the proxy form. 

LIMITATIONS ON VOTING BY PROXY 
6. (1) No voter may cast a proxy vote for more than t,.o votcr3, 

(2) If more than twO' proxies are made out in the name of th.e same ',: .;:{~. 
the two earlie~t in time shall be valid. 

(3) If mor ... than two proxies issued to a voter bear the same oato. th.;, 
voter shall be required by the returning officer at hIs po, "'J\8 
stat ion to' choose those twO' under which he wi 11 cast \r;')tc:!" ,x~~':..~ 

surrende:r any othe-rs. 

(4) The Elec-toral Officer will cau-se any voter Nhos€ proxy 1,;S tt.:vl11id ~:o 
be so informed without undue delay. 

MANNER OF VOTING BY PROXY AND CASTING OF OWN VOTE 
7. (1) A proxy voter shall vote for the person for whom he is proxy ,n tlw 

same manner.as ,he casts his own vote. 

(2) If a proxy voter wishes to cast his own vote he. must ,~(' it H the 
same time as he votes as proxy. 

(3) Whe. a person votes as proxy he must produce his own el.<lctoral card, 
the proxy form authorising him to vote as proxy and the electoral 
card of the person for whom he is voting. 
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1£ a proxy 'Voter wishes to cast his own vote he mus-t do it at the 
same time as he votes as proxy. 

When a person votes as .proxy he must produce his own electoral 
card, the proxy form authorising him to vote as proxy and the 
electoral card of the person for whom he is voting. 
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PART 2 

FOR H A 

Local Government elections (Procedure Rules) Order No. 

APPLICATION TO VOTE BY PROXY 

1. -r, •...•......•.•....••..•...•.•• of ~ •....... "~ .. 60 •• 0.0"ft ...... "'O"g~~~O~~ 

Polling Station h~reby apply for the issue of a proxy to •••••••••••••••• 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • '::0 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .. ... of ..... -.- ........... ~ ....... " ..... ~ ~ ~ " ~ .. ~ . 

who is entitled to.vote at the same Polling Station. 

2. I cannot attend at the Polling Stati6n on polling day by reason of 

* (a) my occupation 

(b) health 

(c) my religion 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 .............. •• ~ .. e.~~"'.,~o 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • ••••••••••• 8 ... ~${l~~Q~.~~4~.o 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• O •• ~ •• $ ........ ~~.,'~' .. 

* (delete whichever is not applicable and give particulars and ,jetaib 

stating how your attendance is prevented) 

3. I enclose a certificate from my 

* (a) head of Department; 

(b) superior officer; 

(c) manager, etc; 

(d) medical officer; 

(e) dresser or nurse; 

(f) minister of Religion, Sister; 

(g) other responsible person. 

" (delete whichever is not applicable) 

DATED this day of 19 

SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT 

NOTE: THIS APPLICATION MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY THE APPLICANT'S ELECTORAL CARD. 
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To: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

MUn idpa 1 El ec t ions (Procedure Ru les) Ord~:E_Jl_'!.:..-...._,!!_f 198~ 

NOTIFICATION TO APPLICANT TO VOTE BY PROXY 
(to be detached from application form and delivered to proxy) 

Your application to vote by proxy has been rejected 'b'ecause 

...................................... , ............... ~ ..... , ..... . 

Your application to vote by proxy has been accepted but the perJO'l 

i.s not named on the Roll for ................................... . 
and you are requested to nominate another person who is :,)[1 (ha·; 
Roll. 

Your application to vote by proxy has been approved 
form and your electoral card have been delivered 

and 
t () 

the p r\,;x:i 

or "'~.1: cit-' 

available for collection by., .................................. ," 

DATE; ..................... . SIGNED: 
EleCtoral Officer 

* Delete whichever is not applicable 
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FORM B 

Local Government Elections (Procedure Rules) Order No. of 1982 

VANUATU GOVERNMENT 

PROXY FORM 

(cover) 

Registration Area No . ..............................................•. ~.~~~~.~. 

Name ••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •••••••••• '<t~,.~ ••• ~ 

Polling Station Letter ...............................•.. e •••••••• e-.o •• ~~~"'~~.· 

Polling Station Name 

VALID ONLY FOR THE 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• e~.~ •• o~,~ 

Official Stamp and Date of Voting 

PROXY FORM 

(Inside page) 

Election ..•..•..•. ~o. 

Name •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••• e~~'.~~ 

First Name ............................................................................................................... 0 ~,,~ e .. ~ 

Sex ............................................................................................... 0 •• ~ '" •• ~ •• ~ ~ 

Date of Birth or Age ................................................ ~ .. ~.~'$. 

Address ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ........... , 

}\-Registered as a Voter at ............................................ ~ .. , ...... . 

Elec toral Card No. . ............................................. ~ .......•. 0 ~ • 

is hereby authorised to vote as proxy on behalf of 

Name ............................................................... " .... ~ . 
First Name .....•.......................................... " ..... .... ~e •• ~.~.~ 

Sex ............................................................... ~ ... ~ " . ,. " ~ . ~ 

Date of Birth .................................................. ........ ~.~.~ .. ,. 

Address .............................................................. ~,,~ ... ~" 
Registered as a Voter at ......................................... 9.~.O~~.c,"~ .. 

Electoral Card No . ........................................... e •••• G8~ ••• ~~~~. 

GIVEN at.............................................. DATE .... ........... e • ~ 4 ••• 

By ................................................ Signature of ............. ~ ~ ....... . 
Electoral Officer fltr ............................................................ 0 .. . 

* The proxy must be qualified as a Voter and registered on the same electo­

ral roll as the voter giving the proxy. 
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(Clause 16) 

PART 1 

LQcal Government Council Elections (Procedure Rules) Order No. of 1982 

ELECTION OF CANDIDATES RULES 

Arrangement of Rules 

1. One polling station in each polling district 

2. Polling clerks 

3. Autho·rised representatives of candidates 

4. Equipment at polling stations 

5. Notices for guidance of voters 

6. Opening of polling station 

7. Resolution of difficulties and statemen~ of objections and decisions 

8. Regulation of admission to polling station 

9. Keeping of order in polling station 

10. Voting 

11. Polling clerk's duties in respect of person who has voted 

12. Replacement of spoilt ballot papers 

13. Report on persons suspected of personation 

14. Assistance to disabled voters 

15. Members-of public to be admitted to observe count 

16. Counting of votes 

17. Void ballot papers 

18. Recounts 

19. Declaration of votes and report On voting 

20. Notification of votes cas't for each candidate to Minister 

21. Declaration by Minister of candidates elected 

22. Determination of successful candidates 

23. Method of calculation 

24. Example of proportional representation 

25. Declaration by Minister of eldest candidates elected. 

PART 2 

Example of a system of proportional representation. 
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Election of Candidates Rules 

ONE POLLING STATION IN EACH POLLING DISTRICT 
1. (1) The Principal Electoral Officer shall determine the locati.on of 

one polling station in each polling district. 

(2) The Electoral Office shall be responsible for its instaIla't;,on. 

POLLING CLERKS 
2. (1) An 

'. 
'" 

Electoral Officer shall appoint such number of polling cl.rt~ . 
to assist the returning officer as may be necessary. I 

(2) The oldest polling clerk shall act as returning offic"" during the'"" 
'a'bs,ence or i-ncap.acity of the returning officer. 

AUTHORISEDREPRESENTATTVES OF CANDIDATES 
3. (3) A candidate or political party may nominate in writillg to the 

Electoral' O'ff-icer not less than twenty-fou'r hours before polling 
an authof1i-s,ed represent'ative for -each polling station who may 
at tend du'ring voting and counting and who may require any comment: ~ 

dispute or protest to be included in the report by the returnlnR 
officer made under Rule 19(2). 

(2) Subject to sub Rule (3) the Electoral Office shall issue sad, 
authorised represe·t1-tative nominated under sub Rule (1) ',,1ith ij. 

letter of .uthority and an identification badge or identification 
card. 

(3) No candidate shall have more than one .uthorised tepresentativ<! "r: 
on~ polling station but one representative may b~ authorised far 
more t-han one candidate ,a-nd more than ene polling statii,n .. 

(4) A returning officer shall not permit to remain in a p.,llln8 stat­
io.n any pe-:rsO'n who claims to. be an au,therised repres(.l,ncative Gff d 

candidate but' who cannet pr,oduce. a letter ef. authority. 

(5) A list of all authorised representatives of candidates shaH ,,~ 

dis~layed at all polling stations. 

EQU1PKEN'I" AT POLLING STATIONS 
4. (1) Each Eleotoral Officer shall be provid<>d by th" Electoral Offf.c." 

toJith such number of hallot bexes, ballot. papers and er,velop,:;~:~ 

bearing efficial ~arkings as shall be necessary for [hem to su?~ly 
to returning officers fot' the purpose of ca:,rrying out theft clut ... 
ies. 

(2) Each ballot box shall have two padlocks >lith dissimilar ke)'s ."d 
shall be so constructed that when locked ballot. papers can be put 
therein but cannot' be withdrawn. 

(3) The Electoral Office shall also provide each Electoral. OHie",r 
with 

(a) lists of authorised representatives prOVided for in Rule 
3(5) for each polling station; 

(b) two.copies of the electoral roll for each polling station i.n 
which the station is established; 

(cl sufficient copies of the electoral laws; 

... /2. 
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(d) enough polling booth to, enable voters to vote in secrecy 

(e) sufficient tally sheets for r-ecording the votes cast for 
each. candidate, and 

(El sufficient numbers of any notices :required by law to be 
displayed in polling stations. 

NOTICES FOR GUIDANCE OF VOTERS 
5. A notice in legible print giving descriptions in English, French 

and B-islama for the guidance of voters in voting shall be. E~xhibi.-. 
ted inside and outside each polling station. 

OPENING OF POLLING STATION 
6. The returning officer shall open the polli,ng station ove~ which he 

presides On polling day and at the time provided for in the notice 
referred to in Clause 8(4). 

-RESOLUTION OF DIFFICULTIES AND STATEMENT OF OBJECTIONS AND DECISIONS 
( 1 ) 

( 2 ) 

A returning officer shall endeavou~ to amicably resolve 
iculti'es that may arise during the poll giving reasons 
decisions. 

a)_16ifi­
for hlS 

A written statement of all- authortsed representatives! objection::' 
and decisions thereon together with any relevant document initi:li·. 
led by the returning officer and a polling clerk shall b. included 
in the Report made by the returning officer ullder Rule 19(2). 

REGULATION OF ADMISSION TO POLLING STATION 
8. (1) The returning officer shall regulate the number o'f ... ,'ot(;:rs to be 

admitted to a polling station at the same time and Sh0t], exclude 
all other persons except: 

(a) the polling clerks; 

(b) officials of the Electoral Office; 

(c) candidates and their authorised representatives nominace~ in 
accordance with Rule 3; 

(d) poliCe officers on duty; 

(e) companions of disabled voters; 

([) press representatives and other persons 3,lJthori;:-,ed 
Elettoral Office. 

(2) All persons authorised to -be in a polling statir.'n she.ll ',";(?'B':' 8i1 

identification badge or carry alld identification badge or c:lrry 8n 
identification card. 

KEEPING OF ORDER IN POLLING STATION 
9. (1) It shall be the duty of the returning officer to keep nrdor Jt I~is 

polling station. 

( 2 ) If a per~on misconducts himself at a polling station or fails to 
obey the lawful orders of the returning officer he may by order of 
the returning officer be removed. 

. .. /3. 
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A person removed in accordance with sub Rule (2) shall not 
the permission of the returning officer re-enter the 
station. 

withou.t 
poll ing 

(4) The power conferred by this Rule shall not be exercised so as to 
prevent a voter who is otherwtse entitled t'o vote at a polling 
station from having the opportunity of voting at that polling 
station. 

10. (1) Every voter desiring to vote shall present himself at his allotted 
pollin.g station. The returning officer or polling clerk shall 
satisfy himself that : 

(2) 

(a) the voter is registered on the roll at the station; 

(b) has not already voted; and 

(c) place his signature or initial"s opp'osite the nar.t;.J~ of thfl"_ 
voter in the margin of one of "the electoral rolls; .nd 

Id) deliver to the voter one ballot paper for each candidate and 
one envelope. 

Immediately on receipt of t"he ballot papers and envelope a ""te' 
sha 11 

(a) enter a polling booth; 

(b) record his vote by pl"acing the ballot 'papcr beari.ng the h,'''''e 
and symbol of his 'chosen candidate in the enveltlpe; 

(c) leave all other ballot papers in the booth; 

(d) present himself to the presiding officer or pollir'il cl'Hk 
who wi-thout touching it shall verify t.hat the voter tendeTs 
one envelope; 

(e) place the envelope in the ballot box; and 

(f) leave the polling station without undue delay afcor th~ 

completion of the formalities ref~rred to in Rule 11. 

POLLING CLERK'S DUTIES IN RESPECT OF PERSON WHO HAS VOTED 
11. After each voter has voted a polLing clerk shall 

(a) in those polling districts where it is required, place "n 
indelible ma-rk on the ,thumb nail of t-he vote't" w'hlch shtd I so 
far as possible be indelible for the peelod of the poll; 

(b) stamp and endorse on the electoral card "[rh,, "ot.er cl.,. 
date of election; 

(c) place his signature or initials oppo_site the nam~. of th~? 

elector in the margin, of the second el~ctoral roll; a~d 

(d) return the card to the elector. 
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REPLACEMENT OF SPOILT BALLOT PAPERS 
12. A voter who satisfies che returning officer that he has inadver­

tently spoilt a ballot paper may on s'urrendering it obtain anot­
her. 

REPORT ON PERSONS SUSPECTED OF PERSONATION 
13. lf before a voter leaves a polling station a candidate or hl.s 

authorised representative or a polling' clerk informs the, rethlrning 
officer he has reasonable cause to believe that the voter ha.;; 
committed the offence. of persona.tion and agrees to substantiate 
t-he accusation in a Court the returning officer shall report. t.he 
matter to the Principal Elec·toral Officer. 

ASSISTANCE TO DISABLED VOTERS 
14. (1) Any per.son suffering from a physical disabil"ity may he granted 

permission by a returning officer to be accompanied into a polliilg 
station by a person of his choice to assist him in voting. 

( 2 ) The granting of permission under this Rule shall be recorded :in 
the Report made by the returning officer under Rule 19(2). 

MEMBERS OF PUBLIC TO BE ADMITTED TO OBSERVE COUNT 
15. A returning officer shall allow as many members of the public to 

observe a count as can do so without hinder.ing counting. 

COUNTING OF VOTES 
16. (1) Immediately a poll is closed the returning officer shall adminis­

ter the counting of the vote-s which shall be done by : 

( 2) 

(a) opening the .ballot bqx or boxes; 

Cb) the re,turning officer removing all envelopes from ~a(:h box; 

Cc) the returning officer taking the ballot. p'apers from tHe 

enve'lopes; 

(d) the returning officer reading OUt the name on each b,a;. ,\,Qt 

pape r; 

ee) the polling clerks recording the number of votes ca:;it for 
each candidate on two tally sheets prov-ided for that yur"­
pose. 

If the number of envelopes 1,s found to be more or less than the 
marginal signatures or initials made in the Roll in accordJ.t1ce 
with Rule 11(c) the discrepancy shall be stated in [he Report 
provided for in Rule 19(2). 

VOID BALLOT PAPERS 
17. Any ballot paper which: 

(a) by any writing or mark thereon identifies the vcter: 

Cb) is not in an envelope or is in non-official envelope; 01: 

(c) is in an envelope containing more than one ballot paper 

shall be void and not counted. 
. .. I .5 • 

;" 
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) 
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RECOUNTS 
18. 
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On the cibse of counting or on. a recount a candidate or his autho­
rised representative may requ-est the returning officer to conduct 
a recount and further recounts b·ut, the returning officer may 
refuse to do so is in his ovinion the request is unreasonable. 

DECLARATION OF VOTES AND REPORT ON VOTING 
19. (1) When a returning officer is satisfied that the count or. recounts 

are complete he shall ql,eclare counting of votes completed and 
forma 11y _announce the votes cast for each candidate. 

(2) Immediately after declaring the counting of votes completed the 
retUrning officer shall complete the official report on polling 
which shall state 

(a) the number of regis,te,r.'ed vote,rs; 

(b) the number of vote·rs who voted; 

(c) the number of void ba 1I0t papers; 

(d) t\le number of valid votes cast for each candidate; 

(e) such other matters as· these Rules provide sha 11 be incl.tH1e!.j ~ 
and 

(t) such other matters as the Pri.ncipa 1 Electoral Officer .ha il 
d iree t may be included. 

(3) The report shall be made. in duplicate in French, English or llil5-
lama. 

(4) It shall be signed by the returning officer and the polling 
clerks. It shall be countersigned by such of the c8ndi.dates as 
may be present at the count. 

(5) After it has been signed the report shall be placed in d sede.' 
envelope. 

(6) . T'he r-~tur.ning officer shall. also sea1 in sep,:\.rat.e p.ack~;t:~ th~ 
counted and void ballot papers and endorse on each packet : 

Ca) a description of its contents; 

(b) the date of polling, and 

(c) the name and number of the polling station. 

(7) The packets referred to in sub Rule. (6) shall imm"diJtdy thcy 
have' been sealed and endorsed be signed on' ch'.:' oiJeside. by the 
persons referred to in sub Rule (4). 

(8) The report and the sealed packets re.ferred to in sub riulc (6) 
shall be delivered to the Electoral Officer respon;;ibl,.' for the 
ward in which the poll ,was taken by the returning office( or. by a 
person instructed by him. 

. .. /6. 

it' 
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NOTIFICATION OF VOTES CAST FOR EACH CANDIDATE TO MINISTER BY ELECTORAL OFFICER 
20. When an electoral officer· has rec-eiv~d all th(~ reports provided 

for in Rule 19 including repoit~ from any polling -stations where a 
new poll has been hel.d under the provisioris of Clause 12 h~ shall 
notify the Minister of the number, of votes Cast for each candidat(· 
i.n the wards for which he is re'sponsible .• 

DECLARATION BY MINISTER OF CANDIDATES ELECTED 
21. The Minister shall as soon as practicable after receiving notific­

ation in accordance with Rule 20 from all Electoral Officers 
announce for each Ward : 

(a) the number of votes cast for each -candidate; arid 

Cb) the name of eac-h candidate elected in accordanci.;' ~vith RuleR 
22, 23 and 24. 

DETERMINATION OF SUCCESSFUL CANDIDATES 
22. A system of proportional representation shall be used to deter~ine 

which candidates shall be declared elected. 

METHOD OF CALCULATION 
23. The following calculations shall be carr'ied out separately inr 

each ward 

(1) The total number of vote,s cast shall be divided by the nUmbi,!r of. 
seats contes'ted. The result, calculated to two decimal placi..':s. 
will i.ndicate the number of votes requ.ired to secure one se;:. 1: and 
shall be known as the 'electoral quotient'. 

(2) The total number of votes cast for eath party (and fOl" this pu~­
pose a party shall mean one or more candidates usin~ the ::<-,HH? 

electoral symbol) shall be divided by the ,electoral quot.ent. 

(3) The result of the division at sub Rule (2) shall be axpr ••• ed as • 
whole number (which will be zero if the total number of Vott:,~ Cl}:;:; 

for the party is less than the electoral quotient) st1ci 8 

remainder. 

( 4) 

( 5) 

The whole number obtained at sub Rule (3) shall i nd i c~:n:>;~ th~, 

number of seats won outright by 
shall be awarded successively to 
number of votes. 

Any remaining seat n.ot allocated 
sub Rule (4) shall be awarded 
operation at sub Rule (3) had the 

the party concerned and ~:he~~~::-

the cand,idate with the h igh(H;t 

as a resul.t of the ()p,~:-atjJ::-;'! et: 
to the party which, attEx '::he 
largest remainder. 

EXAMPLE OF PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION 
24. An example of the system of proporti-onal repres.ent.ati".:m -cet:'l:"ti.!d 

to in Rule 22 and the calculati.ons set out in Rule 23 is cont;lined 
in Part 2 of this Schedule. 

DECLARATION BY MINISTER OF OLDEST CANDIDATE ELECTED 
25. Should two or more candidat~s in a ward receive the sa~2 number ot 

votes so that if one of them only had received that number of 
vo-tes he would have bee-n declared elected under Rule 23 tbl~ 

Minister shall declare the eldest elected. 

· . , , 
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S CH E D U L E 3 

PART 2 

Local Gov",rnment Council Elections (Procedure Rules) No.~,,~!. 1982 

PROPORTIONi\L REPR£SENTATION 

Example of how the rules would oper'lte. 

Candidate No. OF VOTES OBTAINED 

Number Party A Party B Party C 

1 400 240 119 
2 210 91 
3 120 72 
4 42 10 

Totals 772 ' 413 119 

Total No. of votes cast 1.412 
Number of seats 4 
Electoral quotient 1412 + 4 = ,353.00 

Divide total party votes by the electoral quotient 

Alternatively 

Party A 772 
= 2.20 2 remainder 72 

353 

Party B 413 
= 1.17 1 rema-inder 60 

353 

Party C U9 
= 0.34 o remainder 119 

353 

Party D 102 
= 0.29 0' remainder 102 

353 

Party A wins 2 seats clear 
Party B wins 1 seat clear 

Party D 

102 

102 

-

Total Votes 
Cast 

1412 

Rema.ining seat goes to Part C with a remainder of .34 (or 119 votes) 
although No. 3 candidate of Party A has one more vote than the one candidate 
of Party C. 
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Further example (with a tied vote) 

Candidate 
Number 

Party A 

1 400 

2 I 21.0 

3 120 

4 42 

Total 772 

I 

Electoral 

Party A 772 
2.19 

353 

Party B 403 
1.14 

353 

Party C 119 
0.34 

353 

Party 0 119 
_ 0.34 

353 

Party A wins 2 seats 
Party B wins 1 seat 

~--, 

No. OF VOTES OBTAINED 
. 

Party B Party C Party D 

i 
240 119 I 119 

i 163 

403 119 119 

I 

quotient 1412 + 4 = 353.00 

2 remainder 66 

1 remaind'er SO 

0 remainder 50 

o remainder 119 

Remainig seat mus,t go to the elder of the candidate,s of C or D~ 

-. 
Tqtal 
Votes 

Cas te 

I 
! 
I 
j 

I 
"~~ 

1412 

.',,---

__ '~ ________________________________________________________ , _____ ,_~._'"pw. __ ~~ __ .~''''_,~r. 

,'>2 " 
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