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REPUSLIC OF VANUATU • 

THE'VANUATU NATIONAL PROVIDENT FUND (WITHDRAWAL OF CREDITS AND SPEICAL 
DEATH BENEFIT) (REGULATION) ORDER No.bboF 1987 

To provi.de regulat: ions to prescribe matters which are required ~o be prescrj bed 
IJllder sections 38( 2}, 41, .44, 61 and 63 of the Vanuatu National Provident Fund 
Act, No.1 of 1986. 

IN EXERCISE of t.he powers conferred by section 63· of the Vanuat\l National 
Provident Fund Ac.t, No.1 of 1986, I hereby make the follow1.ng Regulations. 

INTERPRETATION 

1. In these regulations, unless the context otherWise requires _ 

EVIDENCE 
2. 

"Act" means ,the Vanuatu National Provident Fund Act, No.1 of 1986. 

"Board" means the Vanuatu National Provident Fund Board, e'stab­
lished under sectIon 2(1) of the Act. 

; .' 

"Fund" means the Vanuatu National Provident Fund established under 
section 14 of the Act. 

"medical. board" means the ~medical board appointed by the Minister' 
under regulation 10. 

"member" means any persons .to whose credH any amount is standing 
in the fund. 

"nominee" means a person nominated by a member in <Jccordence with 
section 43 of the Act to receive the whole or part of such lnembers 
credit in the event of the death of such member. 

IN SUPPORT OF THE WITHDRAWAL OF CREDIT UNDER SECTION 38(2) 
F'or the purposes of section. 38(2) of the Act, the foll~wing 
evidence .shall be acceptable in support of the application for 
withdrawal -

(a) 

(b) 

Where the member has attained the age of 55 years _ 

(I) his birth certificate; or 

(ii) any other evidence of age acceptable to the Board.' 

Where the member has died _ 

(!) the' certificate of registration of death; or 

(H) the Certificate of burial from a Minister of 
religion; or 

(iii) II certificate of presumption of death ·in·the case of 
a loss of life a.t sea. 

(iv) any other. evidence of death acceptable to the Board. 

I,here the member lIDS become permanently physically or 
. !uentally incapable of engaging in employment of any kind _ 

" • . /2, 

" 



-~-

• - 2 -

(i) a certificate to that effect from a registered 
medical practitioner; or 

(it) a· certificate .to that effect from the medl.cal board' 
/IS. further evIdence. i.n the case of a member who is 
required by the Board to appear befor.e the medical 
board for such evidence. 

(iii) any other evidence acceptab Ie to the Board. 

(d) Where the· member is about to leave or has. left Vanuatu 
with no intention of returning thereto -

(1) declaration to that effect by the member; and 

(ii} if the member is a citizen of Vanuatu, proof that he 
is accepted for ill1l1ligration by another country, 

THE MANNER OF APPLICATION FOR WITHDRAWAL OTHERWISE THAN ON DEATH UNDER SECTION 

• 

• 

41 OF THE ACT • 
3, (1) An application for withdrawal under section 41 of the Act sha1l be 

THE 
ACT 
4. 

(2) 

made on a form provided by the Board for that purpose, by -

(a) the member; or 

(b) where any member is incapable of managing his own ~ffairs any 
per.son having c~re, custody or authority to jj'ct for such 
member. 

The applicatl.on shall bear the signature or mark and thumb 
impression of the member and the signature, or mark and thumb 
impression shall be .attested by a responsible person who knows the 
memb(\r personally, 

MANNER OF APPLICATION FOR WITHDRAWAL BY A NOHINEE UNDER SECTION 42 OF THE 

0) An applicat.ion for withdrawal by a nominee under section 42 of the 
Act shall be made on a form provi ded by the Board for that 
purpose, 

. (2) The application shall bear the signature· or mark and. thumb 
impression of the nominee and such signature, or mark and thumb 
impression shall be attested by a responsible person who knows him 
persona Ily ," 

PAYMENT UNDER SECTION 44 (1) WHERE THERE IS NO NOHINEE 
5. " (1) Where at the tl.me of the death, a member had no nominee, the 

amount standing to the member's credit in the fund shall -

(a) be pa id to the person; or 

(b) be apportioned among the persons, 

who is· or who are as the case maybe, certified by the Board to he 
in the opinion of the Board entit led to such amount·, 

(2) The Board may for the purpose of ascertaining the persons who are 
entitled to the amount under paragraph (1) -
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hold inqui.ries, and requi,re any person to appear before 
the Board, for any' such inquiry; or 

(b) authorise any fit and proper person to hold in'qui?;ies and 
report the findings of such i.nquiries to the Board. 

PAYMENT UNDER SECTION 44(2) WHERE THEaE IS A MINOR NOMINEE 
6. Where the nominee other than the widow, is under the age of 18 

years, the Board may apply the amount ,payable out of the Fund to 
that nominee in such manner as appear to be in the best interest 
of ,that nominee. 

THE RATE AND THE MANNER OF DEDUCTION OF ANNUAL SUMS UNDER SECTION 61(2) OF THE 
ACT 
7 The race of deducti(," of annual sums from members accounts shall 

be 500 vatu per "nnUD) and such sum shall be deducted, subject to 
regulation 8, at the end of each Financial Year from.,each member's 
account. 

THE DESCRIPTION OF THE MEMBER'S ACCOUNT UNDER SECTION 61(2) OF tHE ACT 
8. The sum referred to in regulation 7 shall be deducted only where 

the member -

(a) has contributed to the fund during the Financial Year 
referred to in regulation 7; 

(b) dId' not reach a date of entitlement to withdrawal of 
credit during that Financial Year; and 

(e) the amount standing to the credit of the member .in the 
account is 500 vatu, or more. 

PRESCRIPTION OF THE MAllMUM,AMOU~T OF THE BENEFIT UNDER SECTION 61(3) OF THE ACT 
9. (1) The amount of the benefit shall not exceed 50,000 vatu. 

(2) The maximum amount of the benefit shall be, paid where the 
dedllction of the sum referred to in regulation 7 has been made in 
respect of each year in the period of 5 yean preceding the death 
of the member or, where a deduction has been made in respect of 
'each year, since the member was admitted to the Fund. if he had 
been .a member for less than five years. 

(3) The amount of the benefit shall be reduced by 20'., in respeCt of 
e"eh year In which 11 deduction has not been made in the period 
referred to in paragraph (2). 

Provided in a case where a member dies within five years Since 
beIng admitted to the Fund, .and where no deduction 'was made in the 
year of admission to the Fund, on the ground that the amount in 
credit to that member's account was less than' 500 vatu, ,and 
non-making of that ,deduction affects the amount of the benefit, 
the deduction mlly' be made from contributions paid in a subsequent 
year. 
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APPOIN'l'MENT OF MEDICAL BOARDS IN TERMS OF SECTION 63(2) OF THE ACT 
10. (1) The Minister may when he deems necessary, appfJint a medical board 

consisting 'of not more than two members to determine the t,ttle to 
withdrawal of credIts under sect!.on 3B(l)(c) of the Act. 

(2) The medical board may, require any member to appear bein\," such 
board at a place and time determi.ned by the !loard, in' order to 
ascertain whether such member bas become permanently, pbyS'ically 
or mentally incapabl.e of engaging in employment of any kind. 

(3) 

(4) 

COMMENCEMENT 
11. 

l!~very member of the medical board who attends an inqui ry shall be 
paid fcom and out of the Fund a fee calculated at a' rate 
d.,termined by the ,Minister. 

The reasonal:;le expenses incurred by the persons appearing before 
the medical board shall be borne by the Fund. 

rhis Order shall cOllie into force on the day of its publication ill 
the Gazette. 

MADE at Port Vila this II-tt- day of 

/-7 
,/'/ /7 

,/:k,..,? e: ,~rt..,._ 
J!( J.REGENVANU .. ~ 

Minister of Home Affa 
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