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REPUBLIQUE DE VANUATU 

LOI N° it DE 1981 RELATIF A LA COMPETENCE CIVILE 

DES TRIBUNAUX DE PREMIERE INSTANCE 

(COMPETENCE D' ATTRIBUTION) 

, "re1atif a la competencu civile destribunaux de premiere instance at 

e. d' autres questions connexes.' 

1 ., 

.\ ( 

La pr~sident de la Republique'et'10 Parlement 

promulguent Ie texte suivant : 

Tout tribunal de prcnuere instance institu0 conformement a 
1 ',ArUclu 16 du Reo.ement nO 30 d8 1980 a competence pour 

statuer cn matiere civile ; 

b) 

sauf les actions \In ind<lmnit6 pour incapacit6 porroaneato, 

sur toute action dans' laqUE:,11G 10 mont.."J1t rcclame ou la 

valeur de l' objet du li tige n' excecte pas 200.000 VJ:, 

sur tout liUge entre propri,;taires fonciers et locataires, 

lorsqu'il n' y a 8.ucune action en dOlliIi1ages-interet::; ou en ' 

indenmites ou lorsquul'action porte sur un montant 

11' exccclc .... nt pan 500.000 VT , 

,c) sous r~serve des instructions du president de la Ccur 

supreme, sur toute action en divorce sur demande acceptee ou 

on separation de corps, at 
j' 

d) sur toute action introduite en vertu 

,I) dU,Re61ement no 5 de 1966, 

II) , ' du Reglement nO 13 de 1966 

ou de touto autre loi ou reglement relntif a 1 'ontretiende 

I' (mf'ant, de : 1". r.lere ou do l' epouse par 10 perc ou par 

I' epoux, selon' les cas, lorsque 10. pension :ll!l1uull<;: reclarr:6e 

n'oxcede pas 1.200.000 VT. 

1 
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AHTICLE 2. 
',:, 

ARTICLE 3. 

',I' -'", 

t, 
ARTICLE 4. 

l :" 

".: 

n: 

Le tribunal de p~ere instance n'a pas competence pour 

statueI' sur une action en lIl:'ctiere dv tutello dt:. mineurs ou 

d'aliens", interdits, d'intei"diction judiciairo, denol.lirotion 

d' administr::tteurs provisoires ou de conseils judidz.iros, 

d'adoption, ,d'etat civil" do succession, d0 testoment, de banqueroute, 

do faillite ou d0 liquidation de societe., 

La tribunal de premiere instance ne peut etre saisi qu'unc 

seule Ibis poUr uno m&nc cause centre h meme p<'lrtiG. 

2. ,Celui qui abandonne une partie de s~ demo.ndcafin de pouvoir 

saisir un tribunal de premiere instc.nce, no peut i.1tentor par kl 

suite une action au titro de 10. part'abandolll,ee. 

3. 

4. 

" J. 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

Lorsque 113 tribunal de premiere instanco connatt d'une cause 

dont In de[ll,'!ude initiale est de sor. ressort, il pout entendre une 

demande roconvel1tionnelle memo si cello-ci d6p<lSS0 1e c::ldredc Se!, 

competonce. 

Lorsquele :nontant de 13. dem.:mde reconventionnelle excede colui de 

ill demande init1ala, letribunal de premiere instance peut 

renvOY0r l'affairo a 10. Cour supreme. 

Lorsquu'la Cour supreme Gst aaisic d'une affaire conformemcnt au 

pnragr2.phc 4, elle puut soit statueI' sur k'demande soit la 

renvoyer au tl'ibuml de premiere instance. 

Lorsquc la valour des biens ou Ie montant d'une domnndc ne pout 

utre etabli avec precision, 10 domandeur pout (On donnor un" 

estimntion. 

Lorsqu 'une .0st1mation est .donnec confooonent ilU pamgrnphe 1, 

Ie tribunal st.:ltue prenlabloment SUI". la question de l<l valeur 

ou du montc.nt. 

Apres avoir ento;1du les .:;Ie!llcnts do preuvo ot los declarations 

lui penwttant do statuor conformement au paragrapho 2, Ie 

tribuml indique si la de.lIande est do son tessort. 

• . . 1 . .. 

2 



ARTICLE 5. 

ARTICLE 6. 

'" 3 ,. 

8i elle n'est p~s recev~ble, et sous reserve du 

pr:mgraphe 2 do l' Articlu 3, le tribu.'1al la renvoie a l~ 
Cour supreme. 

Lorsqu".me ~ff<liro de nt:ture civile du ressort du 

tribunal dc premiere instance a ote introduito dew:nt 10. 

Cour supreme c'.vant l' entree en vi&,uG.ur du present textc I 

la Cour su?reme a tout" discretion pour la ronvoyel' ou 

non devant lE: jul'idiction competento. 

La presente loi ontrom on vig,ueur a la dLlte que le 

MinistN !'esponsablo de le, JU:Jtice fixera par arrete . 

public au Journal officiol. 
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REPUBLIC or VANUATU ------------

,THE MAGISTRATES COURTS 'CIVIL JURISDICTION) ACT 

No. :,' or 1981 -

Arrangement of Sections 

,'-" .:;;,:-
Jurisdiction of magistrates courts in civil matters. 

'Reetr,iction on Jurisdiction of Mogistrotes in Civil Matters. 

I; 

, 3. Institution of suits I counterclcims and referrals to Supreme Court. 

4. Decisions on value. 

5. Transitional. 

6. ,:: Commencement. 

, ' ", 
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Jurisdiction of, • 
! magistratee' 

cQurte"in,civ 11 '. 
, matters. 

Restriction on 
Jurisdiction of' 
Magistrates in 

i, Civil Matters. 

REPUBLIC OF VANUt.TU 
li; - " . , .. ,- ',." "" 

THE MP.GISTRATES COURTS 

(CIVIL JURISDICTION)ACT 

~4 __ 0;.:.F_~~ 
," i :' :': _" <0 , ,,' '~.. ' 

To provide for the civil jurisdiction of magistrates 
courts and matters incidental thereto. 

Be it enacted by the President and Parliament as 
follows 1-

, :::/ (1)' '~6e~c~i~~s~~a~is~~~~~i~!~~!~~~i~~N~3~ 

2. 

:,of 1980, shallhnve,jw;'isdiqtion:);o try all 
civil proceedings 

<'l-",: { , \' .. :1 

(a) in Which the amount claimed ,or the value 
,of the subject' matter does not exooed 
VT 200,000 exceptcJ.aims relating to . 

peI'l!l~nent physical damage to a person; 

(b) relating to disputes between landlords 
and their tenants Where there is no claim 
for damages or compensation or if there 
is such a claim if the value does not 
exceed VT.500,000; 

(c) subject to such directions as may. be made~ 
by the Chief Justice those relating to 
undefended suits for divorce or judicial 
separation; or 

(d) relating to claims made under the 

(i) Maintenance of Family Regulation 
No 5 of 1966; 

(ii) Maintenance of Children Regul", ation, 
No 13 of 1966; f 

, ~ 
or any other law providing for the,maintennncE 
of children, mothers of children or· wives 
by the fathers of children or husbands as the 
case may be where the annual sum claimed does 
not exceed 'VT 1,200,000. 

A magistrates court shall not have'jurisdicti 
to try 0. suit concerning wardship, gUardian­
ship of minors and persons of unsound mind, 
interdiction, appointment of a conseil jud­
icaira, adoption, civil status, succession, 
Wills, bankruptcy, insolvency or liquidation 
of corporate bodies. 

. ./2 
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hit! tution of 

J1..... its. counter­
aims and 

'. eferrals 
to Supreme 
Court. 

:Decisions on 
value. 

. , 

Transitional. 

Commencement. 

- 2 -

3. (1) More than one suit may not be instituted in 
a magistrates court in respect of the same 
cause of action against the same party. 

(2) A person may relinquish part of a claim in 
order to bring a suit in a magistrates court 
but shall not have a right to sue afterwards 
in respect of the portion relinquished. 

(3) A magistrates court may hear a counterclaim 
in a suit where the original claim is within 
its jurisdiction although the counterclaim 
exceeds its jurisdiction. 

(4) A magistrate may refer a case where 
claim exceeds the original claim to 
Court for hearing. 

the 
the 

counter:..\·' 

(5) 

" Supreme :1: 

Where a case is referred under subsection (4)' 
the Supreme Court shall either hear the case 
or direct a magistrates court to hear it. 

il 

1i 

ii' 
i· j! 

Ii 
4. (1) Where the value of property or 

be precisely given a plaintiff 
esti~ated value in his plaint. 

a claim cannot· 
may give an 

Ii 

iii 

(2) 

5. 

6. 

J)' 
.111 

it 
When an estimated value is given in accordance Ii 

wi th subsection (1) the court shall try the . '!i 
question of value as a preliminary issue. I,.~ 
When the court has heard the evidence and ~ 
representations on value 1,lllder subsection (2)Ji' 

" it shall determine whether or not 1l'e claim iii 
comes wi thin its jurisdiction and if i til. 
decides that it does' not shall, subject to :i! 
section 3 (2), refer the claim to the Supreme I, 
Court. Ij 
vlhere any civil 'suit. has been commenced in the 
Supreme Court before the coming into force of 
this Act and by virtue of this Act the suit 
comes within the jurisdiction of a magistrates 
court the Supreme Court shall have discretion 
as to whether or not to transfer the suit to a 
magistrates court. 

.This Act shall come into force on such day as 
the Minister responsible for Justice may 
declare by Order published in the Gazette. 

I 
'I 
I 
I 
1 
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REPUBLIQUE DE VANUATU 

ARRETE N° IJ-IJ.DE 1981 RELATIF A .L'ENTREE.EN VIGUEUR DE LA LOI RELATIVE A LA 

COMPETENCE CIVILE DES TRIBUNAUX DE PREMIERE INSTANCE (COMPETENCE D'ATTRIBUTION) 

Rendant executoire la loi nO 4 de 1981. 

LE PREMIER MINISTRE 

VU l'article 6 de la loi nO 4 de 1981, 

ARRETE. 

, 
" 

" 

, i 
, 

I 
;:1 

ARTICLE leI'. La loi nO 4 de 1981 entrera en vigueur le' 30 avril 1981. 

~.. ' 

. 'i " , :, ""': _.- "', , ' ,., ,". ' . , 

. ARTICLE .2.' ,Le. present arrete entrera en .ngueur au jour de sa publication au 
. Journal,officiel.' 

FAIT a Port-Vila, le ::l '1 ~"'f;'1981 . 
• 
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REPUBLIC or V·ANUATU -------------------

THE MAGISTRATES COURTS CIVIL JURISDICTION ACT 
COMMENCEMENT ORDER No. or 1981 

To bring into operation the Magistrates Courts (Civil Jurisdiction) 
Act No.4 of 19B1. 

" IN EXERCISE of the powsr containad in Ssction 6 of tha Magistrates ,r . Courts (Civil Jurisdiction) Act No.4 of 1981, I hereby make the 
. ,,: .:' folloilling Order I-

'll H :1 , 

~ •. ' 1; . The Megistrates Courts (Civil Jurisdiction) Act No.4 of 
1981 shall come into operation on the 30 tt... day of 
April, 1981. 

2. This Order shall come into force on the day of publication 
in the Gazette. 

!illQf at Port Vila tha :20 rd day of Ap,zJ) 1981. 

1.G 
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COUR SUPREME DE 'VANUATU 

AVIS D'INSCRIPTION 

MODIFICATIVE 

,)n",',:, ",C, D'unedeclarationdeposeele 2 avril 1981 aux fins d'ins­
'. , i;;,;cription ,modificative a l'immatriculation effectuee au Greffe 
,'l ;'i'.':'fdu,Tribunal' de" premiere' Instance de 'Port-Vila, concernant la 
'"rJ"societe aresponsabilite limitee "AVIATION DU PACIFIQUE" au ' 

," ')}'capital de;'400.000'vatudont'lesiegesocial est a Port-Vila 
et immatriculee au Registre duCommerce decette ville dous le 
N0 80,B,.341,' ildsulte que ,: '"", 

"'; Auxtermes de l' Assemblee Generale Extraordinaire du 20 mars' 
1981, M. Michael Henry KRAUTNER,a ete nomme enqualite de gerant' 
enremplacement de Mme Laurna MONOD de FROIDEVILLE, demission-

( ,,',naire. 

PORT-VILA, le 14 avril 1980 

LE GREFFIER EN CHEF, 

P. de GAILLANDE 

11 
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COUR SUPREME DE VANUATU 

\ 
\ AVIS D'INSCRIPTION 

MODIFICATIVE \ 

D'une declaration deposee le 18 mars '1981 aux fins d'ine­
"1.' '! cription modificative a' l' immatriculation effectuee au Greffe 

.. , •. du Tribunal de Premiere Instance de Port-Vila,' concernant la Q . 
. : f' Societe Anonyme "SOCIETE D',ELEVAGE .. DE MALLICOLO"". au capital 

de i 10.000.000 de vatu dont.,le siege social est a Port-Vila, 
. B.P. 29,et immatriculeerau Registredu Commerce.decette ville 

'." sous le N°70B 12,il .. resulte que,.: 

Aux termes de l'Association Generale Ordinaire du 28 Juin 
.,'c1972,:la demission de M.P. GALLAY de ses fonctions d'ad-

'i ministrateuraete acceptee. 
; ~. '.- -, - , ~ 

Aux termes de 1 'Association Generale Ordinaire du 30 decem­
bre 1974, la demission de M. H. LANCRENON de ses fonctions d'ad­
ministrateur a ete acceptee. 

PORT-VILA, le 14 avril 1980 

Le Greffier en Chef, 

P. de GAILLANDE 

\ 
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COUR" SUPREME DE. VANUATU 

AVIS D'INSCRIPTION 

MODIFICATIVE 

:,.~l,' '" .. :. D'une'declaration deposee le'6 avril 1981 aux fins d'ins-
,.,,!':' ,cription modificativea l'immatriculation effectuee au Greffe 

;"" ""du' Tribunal de Premiere Instance de port-vila', . concernant la 
,::;j Societe'Anonyme ·SOCAP-NH", au capital'de 2.224.000 FNH dont 

,y,' ',lE!'siec;te social est' a Port.,.Vila, Rue. Higginson, B.P.',29, et 
'''''.immatriculee au Registre dU.Commerce de cette ville sous 1e 
',. "N°, 73 B,128, il resulteique£,:, 

.r) " Aux:,termes . de', l' Assemblee Generale'Ordinaire du 20 mars 
, , ',,1981 le Cabinet CASTEL"JACQUET et ASSOCIES a ete nomme Com-

missaire aux Comptessuppleant •. il', '" 

PORT-VILA;, le 15 avril 1981 

Le Gre.ffier en Chef, 

P. de GAILLANDE 

13 
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THE COMPANIEs REGULATIOI( 1971' 
NOTICE FOR "VANUATU. GAZETTE": (RULE 42) 

NOTICE OF WINDING-UP ORDER 

NAME OF COMPANY: CLUB BOKISSA LIMITED 

ADDRESS OF. REGISTERED 
OFFICE: 

COURT: 

NUMBER OF MATTER: 

DATE. OF .ORbER: . . , 

DATE OF PRESENTATION 
OF PETITION: . 

o/-PEAT, MARWICK, MITCHELL & CO 
P.O. Box 212, VILA. 

'l'HE'SUPREME COURT OF VANUATU 

No. 85 OF 19 81 

22. APRIL 

7. APRIL 1981 

~. 
S. UREN 

OFFICIA!. RECEIVER AND 
PROVISIONAL LIQUIDATOR 

TWENTY-FOUR~H , DAY OF APRIL 1981. 

:I 
" 
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,~: NAME OF COMPANY; 
',.,', " 

THE COMPANIES REGULATION 1971 

NOTICE FOR "VANUATU GAZETTE" (RULE 42) 

! -: ), 

j":._"'- ,"'.:L ",' 

NOTICE OF WINDING-UP ORDER 

LEROY TRADING & INVESTMENT COMPANY (NH) Ltd 
'., " 

-':; 

ADDRESS OF REGISTERED 
OFFICE, 

H. WILSHIRE ~BB S~N & DOYLE, P.O. BOX 166, 
VILA.. ., .. :' . 

:.';',;' 

COURT: 

NtlMBER'OF" .MATTER' 

Wi" •. DATE OF ORDER: 

. DATE OF PRESENTATION 
. OF. PETITION: 
. , 

;,: 

'~'.""""':, .... 
...•.... '-',-. 

;""", 'i-j\"'" 

" 

THE'SUPREME COURT. OF VANUATU 
" "L-.:·:;'j".' 

22. APRIL 1981 

7. APRIL 1981 

.,.;: 

,)L~. 
S. UREN 
OFFICIAL RECEIVER AND 
PROVISIONAL LIQUIDATOR,. 

DATED THIS TWENTY-FOURTH DAY OF APRIL 1981. 

,. ' 
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THE POSTAL TARIff ACT No.5 Of 19B1 

NOTICE' .of /C.oMMENCE;MENT'/ 
"~I,; ,'I" 

Notice ie hereby givan that tha Poetal Tariff Act No.5 of 19B1 

shall come into forca on tha~ r'C/ day 0" April, 19B1. 

'; ;. 

~', . ,. ",i, 
I / 
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LOI N° 5 DE 1981 RELANVE AUX TARIFS POSTAUX 

AVIS D'ENTRBE.EN VIGUBUR 

La 101 nO 5 de 1981 re18t1VJ' auxtaritB poataux enb'era en vill.'UeUt' 
a~ter du~&avrll 1981. . ,--~ -

• t ,',. 

~;""",~~t" "", "'~i"'1 
/ ," , 

" " , .' 

iM. John Di'H' 
f I" 

I 

, , :.!-

~tre des· T£an8ports, dea C'pm1caUon.s 
at des' Tru~t>11cS . 

, . 
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