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REPUBLIC OF VANUATU 

Assent· 
Commencement 03/10/95 

RELIGIOUS BODIES (REGISTRATION) ACT No.9 OF 1995 

An Act to p~ovide fo~ the ~8gistr"tion of ~el,igious bodies lind for 
ma t ters connected therew i t.h. 

BE IT KNACTED by the President and Parliament as follows 

DKFINITIONS 
1. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires -

--. 

~;'constitution", means a. document or documents containing 
.provisions relating· to the aims, b"liefs, administration and 
finance of a religious body; 

"Minister" means the Minister responsible for religious 
afEal.rs;" 

pr'omo te and spr'ead the 
body, the maintenance of 

body rests and of the 
and manifest it and 

"operate" mea.ns to _pr·each. teach, 
spiritual teaching of the religious 
the docti-ines on which a religioUS 
observances that 3erve to promote 
"operating fl or "'oper~iti9n8" sha.ll be construed acco~dingly: 

_~€gisterfl means the Register of Religious Bodies 
estdblished under section -. ' , 

"Registrar" means ':he Registr.3r of Religious Bodies 
appointed under 38ction o. 

~, 

/ 

'. 

"r.eligious body" means -:3 '~roup or association of people 
f---------------tGFmed-g.0-1?-I;-t-1e-fll:!-r-'-F0-se-:)-E-~-F------0e-l-t-1~--i-t-1-t-t-1e-Flp-,:!e-t-iee-0fc.----

:..Jcr'3hippinq or 3howing -:lllegiancF3 to -:1 person 0["' 

rlon-human-being or forf;8 ;)r power_ 
--:::: " 

"religi:JU8 purpose" m8 ,"Hl 8 I:he ;:JurpOS8 of or being in the 
pt'acLice \)f wOl.'shipping -)t' 3howing -_illegiance to :1 3upreme 
being, :Jr pet'30!l -)["' nOn--!lUmdn :J81.ng Jr [o('~:e 1)(' [JUl..t!::ll-_ 

llEGISTRAIl OF RELlG1()US llOlJlI,S 
z. Ther'::! :311a11 be :'lpoointed 

Reiiqio1..l3 90dies f-:) >~_:H'r'! 

u. X~ r'; l:JR ~. he pOW8 r'~'3. _ -,~eEl ~~ ed 
-'In:? -Jt:her .::l.ct_ 

bv 
-Jut 

in 

the 
. he 

hllll 

MinL3ter j Re~ 13 t;r.lL of 
-juties lnd functions ,md 
bv 'or under U1l3 .=\ct 'Jr 
--------_. 
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APPLICATION FOR REGISTRATION 
3. (1) Every religious body operating in Vanuatu on the date of the 

commenceme~ of this Act shall, within 6 months of such 
date, apply to thee.Registrar for the registration of the 
re lig ious body. 

(2) Every application fo.r pegis!,ration sha~_~=-__ . 

(3 ) 

(4 ) 

--. 
(5 ) 

(a) state the name or denomination of the religious body 
applying; 

(b) stllte the names Ilnd addresses of the Secretary and 
Treasurer of that religious body; 

(c) . 

(d) 

be accompanied by a li·st of 
regular places of worship of 
Vanuatu; 

the churches or other 
the religious body in 

specify the place 
administration of 
situated: 

where the principal office 
the religious body is to 

of 
be 

(e) be accompanied by a registration fee of VT 1.000 
/ 

(f) be accompanied by 
religious body or, 
statement of the 
religious body. 

a copy of the constitution of the 
if it has none. a full and clear 
objectives and beliefs of the 

The Registrar may require evidence to certify any 
particulars in the application and such other evidence or 
information as he may consider necessary. 

EV8ry application for registration shall be in the form and 
.c.o.ntain the particulars specified in the Schedule to this 
Act ,md shall be signed by the Treasurer ,md Secretary. 

Every religious body not registered in Vanuatu. wishing to 
operate in Vanuatu. shall "pply to the Registrar for a 
certificate of registration before COlnlTlenclng operations in 
!,]anuatu. 

(6) On receiving an dppiication under this section. the 
Reyistrd['. dft8[' d.sCe['.!:dining thdt the dpp1icdtion 8a.tisfles 
the requirements of--:::::;ubsections (1). (2), (J) ,3nd (4) of 
this-sect-ion. 8ha11" :3end the' --or ig ina1- copv -of· . tfie ---­
.lpp1ication plus . .311 3UPPO['tillg J.ocuments to the Minister 
with his own ,)piI11on ..:lnd .:tdvic:e ;)u the . .1p~lic.:ltion for the 
:1ini3ter! i::lecisio[l." 

REF[)SAL 1'0 REGISTER A RELIGIOUS BODV 
The :1ini3t.er- :11dV :,r~tl13e 1:0 ·]Ppr.O' ... ·8 ::he :''?g"lstr-,:ltion of ."3 

L'~li~i~u3 ~)orjv ~f .=. 

··(b) IL3 ·ll.JIl:3. IH·~.lIYt:l In" ·)P(~[·,lt:i.o{l~' H'(~ :101·. ~0l1:3i:,t· . .]nt with 

) !,P I i.I_.!] 011::1 1)1 \r'pO~~8 . 

in'.' .(I~IIIt.eL J~ ~L:3 ·~xec~~l..:·""! ~:':!Illn.!.'.·.·;..:. )1" ,HI'.' p<?r~()n 

-?!;~~t'·"::12 .:.nr~ ··.Lt:! ~'.J!lC ': :".)tl _~ t 3 ~eadet' _n :.he ::-el iqious 
~:'Gdv. ~l,:'I::3 , ::-·:muvll ::''?-I",·:'t''i 'n' :.8 " ·.C~:::~~r~ :::-dr:kr~jpt 
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RfiGISTRATION 
5. (1) [,Jhe~e the Regist~a~ is satisfied that all the ~equi~ements 

(2 ) 

--

/of this Act in respect of t:'egistration have been complied 
.' with, the Registrar shall -

(a) register the religious body in the "Register of 
Religious Bodies"; 

(b) issue a ce~tificate of registration; 

(c) sign the cer.tific"te and authenticate it with his 
official seal. 

A certificate of regis~t:'ation issued by the Registrar shall 
be conclusive "vidence that the requirements of this Act in 

_-respect of registra tion have been complied with and that 
the religious body has been registered under this Act on 
and from the date stated in the certificate, under the name 
contained in its certificate of registration. 

(3) The Registrar shall publish in the Gazette a notice of 
every registration under this Act. 

(4) Any religious body not exempted under this Act, operating 
in i)"nudtu which fails to registe~ within the period 
referred to in sectfo'rj 3( 1), or before operating in lJanuatu 
purSudnt to sec tion .3 (5) commi ts an offence and shall be 
liable'on conviction to .j fine not ey.ceeding IJT 50.000. 

(5) A religioUS body shall not be registered unless it has been 
dpproved by Lhe Minis ter. " 

REGISTRATION OF CHANGES 
6. ( 1 ) A reliyious bodY sb.al! bodge witch Ihe 8eyistrar wi thin 30 

days of the cha.nge detlli.ls of ,,:H1Y dia-nges--ctlCit have taken 
place r-elating to -

'Ca) its aims or beliefs; 

( 

1-----------'-------------- ----------- ----------------

(c)· ('esiyrlations. n3lnov,:'31s ···H1d dppointments of treasurer' 
or :3ecre tar'! 

(0) the :::onsLiLution r)f Lhe [,91igious bouy: 

(e) !.he Location 'Jt' IIlJ1llbet' of Ll:8 dlU['ches or other 
reguidr pl.lees af worst"llp. 

/ 

.' 
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12) Any religious body which fails to comply with subsection 11) 
is guilty oI-an offence and shall be liable on conviction to 
a fine notexceeding.VTlO.OOO. 

REGISTER OF RELIGIOUS BODIES 
7. (1) A register to be known as the "Register of Religious Bodies" 

(2 ) 

TREASURER 
8. (1) 

shall be established and maintained by the Registrar in 
which there shall be· entered the. name . ...and--=ch particulars 
as-are required by or under this Act or as the Registrar may 
from time to time determine of any registered religious. 
body. 

The Registrar shall remove from the Register any religious 
body whose certificate is cancelled under section 10. 

A religious body shall notify the Registrar of the identity 
of its treasurer who shall -

la) 

/ 

be responsible for 
allocation of all 
property given ·or 
otherwise put at its 

receiving or ensuring the proper 
money and any other valuable 

paid to the religious body or 
disposal; 

(b) render a true and accurate account to the religious 
body or to the Registrar .whenever required of all 
money received, allocated or expended in each 
financial year. 

12) A religious body may notify the Registrar of the identity of 
more than one person as treasurer. 

( 31 .. The treasurer or. if more than one of them. all or any of 
the treasurers shall be jointly and severally liable for any 
misuse or misappropriati·on of the funds of the religious 
body. 

SllCRllTM'r---·-
9. (11 A religious body shall notify the Registrar of the identity 

of a secretary, who shall be the person responsible for 
I-____ ~~-"--_~ ___ ---'-n"o'_'t~i!ef'_·l' inq_.<:hang es.undersection. ··6. and on . whom. any. notices -----

addressed to the religious body may be served. 

121 A religious body may notify the· Registrar of the identity of 
more than one person as :3ecretary, in which case 3ervice of 
notice I)n ;:my ·)ne of ~.til~m 3hall constitute ijood service on 
the religious body. 

(3) The ,'3ecr~t,Jry ()[, it mor~ Ulan ()fH?, .my I,me or ,111 of t:hem 
may be Liab~ to prosecution for " bre~ch of sections '3 (4) 
or 6121. 
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CANCELLATION OF REGISTRATION 
10. (1) If the Registrar is of the opinion that :-

(2) 

(a I a registration under this A.ct ,was obtained by fraud, 
misrepresentation or mistdre; or 

(b) any of the objects of a religious body which has been 
registered have become unlawful; or 

(c) a religious body is being used for an unlawful 
purpose; or 

(dj· a religious body has failed to comply with any of the 
provisions of' this Act; 

he may require the religious body by notice in writing to 
show cause within 30 days as to why its registration should 
not be cancelled. 

If within 30 days at" service of a notice a religious 
fails to .. satisfy the Registrar he may cancel 
registration by notice published in the Gazette. 

body 
its 

(3) Within 30 days of cancellation, the secretary of the 
religious body shall return to the Registrar the certificate 
or" registration. Neglect or refusal to do so shall be an 

----Offence and a person convicted thereof shall be liable to a 
fine of VT20.000. 

INVESTIGATION OF ACTIVITIES OF RELIGIOUS BODIES 
11. (ll The Minister may appoint a Committee to investigate and 

report on any activities of any religious body whether 
registered under this Act or not. 

12 ) The Minister. may. foll-ewinq the report of the Committee .. 

(a I require the Registrar to 9'erve notice on the religious 
body under .gec~ion 10; and 

( 

1--------------{b-)--r-ef-c-r-----any-rrl-l-e-r~ed-()-f-f-encp.9- -to-the---P1.-lbl-i-e-f'-t'-0s-et71J-E0F'-o.------

CLAIMING TO BE REGISTERED 
12. III It is ~n offence Ear any person to claim that any body, 

organisation or association which is not registered under 
this Act is a reqistl?red -religious. bod¥ .. ..Ll!'_that any belief. 
or: 1I\~th0J /)[ worship pr;3cticed by them i::: the belief 0t" 

method "f 'N'orsilip ,)E :~ registered religious body. if it is 
not. 
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!2J Any person committing such offence shall be liable on 
conviction to a fine of VTSO.OOO. 

INSPBCTION OF REGISTBR 
13. The Registrar shall make available for inspection the 

Register. and documents tiled with him in relation thereto, 
on payment of a fee of VTS.OOO. 

BXIlMPTIONS 
14. _ The Minister may, in his discret·ion .. exempt any religious 

-boay or' Class of religious body from the requirements of 
this Act. 

REGULATIONS 
15. !1) The Minister for the better carrying out of the provisions 

of this Act may make regulations not inconsistent with this 
Act. 

! 2 J Without derogating frorift:he generality of subsection (1) the 
Minister may by regulations prescribe increases in the fees 
payable 'on applications for registration and inspection. 

COMMIlNCEMRNT 
16. This Act shall come.:. into operation on such date as the 

Minister shall declare by Order published in the Gazette. 

/ 

-- . 

--



S C H Il D U L Il 

Application for registration of---a religious body: 

Name of body: 

Principal office address: 

Name of Secretary: 
Address: 
I If more than one, _ 
attach additional sheet] 

Name of Treasttrer: 
Address-:_, 
IIf more than one, 
attach additional sheet] 

'~e attach 

Date: 

~igned: 

.. --

List of churches/reqular -­
places of worship - _--=c, 

constitution/statementof 
objectives andbeliefs' 

Paym,ent of 'IT 1. 000 

/ 

Please tick box 

LJ 
I 
I 

( 
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/ 

I---------~=~ .. "'------"' 

--:::: ... 
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REPOBLI QUE DE V J\NUIlTU 

Fromulguee: 
Entree en vigueur: 03/10/95 

WI 1fO. 9 DE 1995 RELIITIlIE l\DX IISSOCIATIONS A 
VOCATION RELIGIEUSE (ENREGISTREMENT) 

Pr:evoy,mt l' enr:egistr:ement deB associations a vocation r:el1gieuse et 
trait~nt des matieres connexes. 

Le President de la RepubIique et Ie Parlement promuiguent Ie texte 
Buivant : 

--:: . 

DEI'INITIONS 
1. O"ns .la presents Loi, B"uf inter:pr:etation contr:"ir:e du contexte : 

"conser:vateur:' (Registtilr) designe Ie conser:vateur: des associations 
a vocation r:eligieus8 nomme en ver:tu de l' ar:ticle--.Z 

"constitution" designe un eu 
ctispositions se rapportant dUX 

dUX finances d'une association 

des documents qui contiennent les 
buts, croyances a l'administr:ation et 
a vocation religieuse ; 

. _.~'Ministren d~9igne Ie mnistre des Affair-ss religieuses; 

"oeuvrer" .. ~_operate) signif ie pr~cher, enseigner., promouvoir et 
r8pandre l'enseignement spirituel de l'association a vocation 
religieuse. la defense de ses doctrines fonda mentales et des 
pr.,tiques qui permettent de 1a promouvoir etae temoigner: en Ba 
faveur, et les' mots "oeuvrant" et "oeuvres" sont interpretes en 
consequence ; 

"Association .3 vocation religieuse" (religious body) deslgne un 
9t'oupe au une association de personnes '~ui se reunissent ou qui 
~xistent pour pratlquer un culte ou temolgner de la fideHite d un 
~tr~ humain. d un ~tr~ tra.nscendant. j 110e ~ort::e ou -3 1Jn pouvoir ; 

"fi.ns religf8uaes!l signifie dUX fins de ou exister pour pratiqueI:' un 
_~ulte 1)11 tem9igner de la Eide.l~t:~ 3 '1n '~tr~ supr~me, un ~tre humain 

l----------,otl-!:1n~-t_r'-e-trans-c-e-ndant ou une rore o'u- IJn -!~bu-volr". 

!lRegistre" (Register) designe Ie Regiatre des .3ssociations .] 
'loc·.3tion reliqieuse 4tr3.bli ~n ',;ertu ·je 1 '·3rt:icle '-;'. 

CDMSEHV!'.TEUH DES l'.sSOCL1\TIONS j\ I!OCATION RELIGIEUSE 
. 1n I:onser'}.:t teur ,j8s 15S0C hI t ion3 j "IOC,'] t ion L~81 ir:lleuse '?s t nomme n,~r 

lG ;'1in13t:re pour ·3SSllmer ~e8 rf?spofls<1billf':es ·~t tonctions i-=t ... ~xercer 
L'~~3 poUVOit'3 ,jont Ll ~:3t ~!1Vf~8tl "[1. 'lP['I·U ·je l..] pr(~8Ante Lui ..:)u de 

.... oute 3utr~ 101. 

--'.' 



., 
DRIIAI!DR D' RNREGI5TIlKllENT 
3. 1) Toute aesociation a vocation r-eligieuge oeuvrant a Vanuatu II la 

date d' entr-ee en vigueur- de la pr-esente Loi, doi t fair-e une 
./ 

demande d' enr-egistr-ement dans les six mois qui suivent cette 
date. / 

2) Toute demande d'enr-egistr-ement doit ; 

a) fair-e etat du nom ou de la denomination de l' association a 
vocation religieuse Eaisant 1a demande ; 

b) fair-e etat des noms et adr-esses du Secr-etair-e et du 
Tresor'ier de '-1' association a. vocation religieuse ; 

c) !!tr-e accompagnee d' une liste d' eglises ou autr-es lieux ou 
les membr-es de l'association II vocation religieuse se 
r-eunissent r-egulier-ement 

--d) spE!cifiei" l' endr-oit au se trouver-a Ie bureau pr"incipal 
d'administr-ation de l'association a vocation r-eligieuse ; 

e) !!tr-e accompagnee d'un dr-oit d'enregistrement de 1.000 VT 

f) ~tre accompagnee d'un exemplair-e de la constitution de 
l' association a vocation re1igieuse au. 8i el1e n' en a pas I 
d' une declaration explicUe des buts et des croyances de 
l' association a vocation- 't'eligieuse. 

3) Le Conservateur peut exiger des preUV8S pour certifier tout 
detail de la demande et 'toute autr-e pr-euve au renseignement 
qu'il juge necesstilre. 

4) Toutes 1es demandes d'enr-egistr-ement doivent etre adr-essees sur­
Ie for-mula ire et contenir- les details 8pecifies a l' annexe de 
1" presente Loi, et porter 1a signature du Tnlsorier- et du 
Sect"etair-e. 

Toute association a 
ehr-egistr-ee ," Vanuatu, 

vocation religieuse qui n I est 
et qui desire oeuvr-er- I.! Vanuatu, 

pas 
do it , 

adreSS8r une demande d 1 enregistrement au Conservateur avant de 
commencer S8S oeuvres d Vanuatu. 

6) A 1a reception d 'une dernande doressee cO!l[uuJh~ffJent 
article. 1e Conservateur, apre'g 3' Ettre a9sur~ que 
repond dUX exigences des· paragraphes 1). 2), 3). 
present article. doit transmettre l'0riginal de 

au 
la 
et 

la 

present 
demande 

4 ) du 
demande 

1-__________ "a";c"'c"'o"m"jPooa,.o~.'_'n"'_e de t:oys __ Jg.~_ dO_G1.)lJ1ent3 .). 1.~,3ppu.L ainsi que de _8.es __ avis ____ --­
et recommandation sur la demande en ·vue de la decision du 
ministre. 

REf-US D' EIlREGI~Tmm IJIlE ilSSOCIIITIOIl " ')oCATIOIl RELIGIE(JSE 
4 Le 1'1inistr8 peut refuser d'.3pprouver l'8nr9gistrement d'une 

~-~.j980ciatioT'l /j; 'locatIon reli61euse :3i 

,3) un de 3es bUt3, cravances .JI1 ,.)pf~r.3tio.n ,~st lllegal ; 

b) se9 juts. ':::r0Vr]nCes JU ,Jpf-'!r.J.tlons -?lont lncompa:tlbles ,3vec une 

fin Le 1 i918use 

c) un des nembr88 j~ 30n .:oml te ·~xecut:.if ·")u t.oute per30nne (~xerr;:ant 

lea fonc t lons je ·:::he t ·.idTiS t ' ,:t~;!~'OC 103 t :.on 3 'Ioea t ion 1:'81 iq ieuse . 
..3: un ':'B.sier .1tJdiclalr~ JU. ,:?st ~ec::mnu ;:',:11J.11. 

--, 



KNRKGISTRRIIEIn' 
5. 1) Lorsque. Ie Conservllteur est convllincu· ·que t"otlTIis""T9s conditions 

requises pllr 111 presente loi it l'egllrd de l'enregistrement sont 
respectees, celui-ci ; 

a) inserit l'association a vocation religieuse au "Registre des 
associations a vocation religieuse 11 ; 

b) delivre un certificat d'enregistF~ment 

c) signe Ie certificat ou Ie val ide de son cachet officiel; 

2) Un certificat d'enregistrement delivre par Ie Conservllteur 
constitue la preuve formelle attestllnt que les conditions 
r8quises pllr 111 presente Loi it l' egard de l' enregistrement ont 
ete re~ectees et que l'lIssociation it vocation religieuse a ete 
enregistree en vertu de la presente Loi it la date mentionnee 
dans ledit certificat et sous Ie nom y figurant. 

3) Le Conservateur publie au Journal officiel un avis concernant 
tout enregistrement fait en vertu de la presente Loi. 

4) Toute association a vocation religieuse qui n' est pas exemptee 
en vertu de la presente Loi, qui oeuvre Ii Vanuatu et qui omet de 
se faire enregistrer pendant la periode prevue au paragraphe 1) 
de 1.' article 3 ·ou avant d' oeuvrer Ii Vanuatu conformement au 
paragraphe 5) de l' article 3, commet une infraction et s' expose 
sur condamnation a une amende d" au plus 50, 000 VT. 

5) Une aSaD"iation Ii vocation religieuse ne doit §tre enregistree 
.9.u":lpr~s approbation du Hinistre." 

. ENIlEGISTRKI!ENT OKS ClJlINGEI!ENTS 
··· .. ·6. 1) [Jne association a vocation religieuse doi t deposer aupres du 

Conservateur. dans un delai de ]0 jours des changements. les 
details desdits changements qui ont .trait II 

a) ses but~ ou crovances : .' 
. --::: . 

b) I'emplacement de 30n Bureau 

c) la demission. revocation !.:!t nomination de 30n Tresorier et 
de son Secre,talre 

d) 3a constltution 

':!) I' ~mplacement I)U 1e nambre ie :3es '~gli.ses I)U autres lieux de 
cul te ':>(.1 ;389 membr'?9 aB. __ ;,~u.pi:~.8~n_~. regu~~~r~~ent_ .. 

2) route .3830ciation .~ 'locatIon ~-ellg1eu3e -lUI 'Jmet de 3e conformer 
,:iux HSposltions ,iu ?:'I.[','iqr.;JPlle i) <:~ommet une inrrdction 1~t 

.3 I ~;.q,:,\;;~'1-! .JUt :0ndamllat .... \-jTl 'j iiV? Jm'~l'1dp. j I tlJ :,J 1 Wl : o. :)00 '.IT. 

" , 



REG ISTRE 
7. 1 ) 

DES ASSOCIATIONS A VOCATION RELIGIEUSE 
11 est etabli un registre appele "Registre des 
associations a vocation reI i<lieuse" qui est tenu par 
Ie Conservateul~. et ;:lans lequel sant ent'eaist,~es les 
details reouis par OJd~ '1;ln ve,"!:u de la p,"ss';nte Loi 01.1 

que Ie Conse rva teu r' peu t de temps en temps speci f i er 
pou,- toute association a vocation religieuse inscrite 
au registre. 

2) 

TRESORIER 
~3 . ,1 ) 

SECRETAInE 

Le Conser"vateur radie du registr~ Ie nom 
,3ssoci.3t,ion ,3 vocat-i,ol1 I"flligieuse dOl1t Ie 
est annule en application de I'article 10. 

de tou te 
certificat 

L'ass'ociation a voc8.tion r811gieuse communique ali 
Con'3ervatetJI~ 18 nom de son tr~sorter' (:1ont les fonctions 
sont de 

a) 

b) 

qa ra.n t,i '" 
toulBS l~s somMss et rje 

la bonne affectation de 
tOllt bien de valeur donnss 

au' vel's~s ~ l'assocj.atioll A vocatioll religieuse au 
elo'nt elle en aautr,"'nent"l," garde 

pre'3 8 fl t. 8 t' U n ,- ;~ P P (J r t e x a. c t. e t 
I'association,~ vocation r'el.igieLlse au au 
tl2ur r:::h8oue fois (llJ IJn 1e lui demande 
des SIJmrnes '-eCU8S e't depen'3ees au c:ou rs 
exercice financier . 

./' 

precis a 
Conse '-V3-

a l' eg"rd 
de chaque 

Une aJsociatior, A ~o~ation '"eligieuse beut communiQuer 
·:=tu (-Onser-V.::lteuf 1e nom de plus d'un lrl§sot-ier. 

L';, r.r"Asot-i(:-r. rJlJ ':;.'il'3 sont Dlus d'un. taus au 
'.:I1..qcIJIl 'j''=?nt~r,::, '?UX '3011t tP.rlUS rssDn(lsa.bles c;onjointe­
!Il~r1t. "'!L it)di\fiduel1.8rIlI?11L de tIJI.!t:. rrl.3.UI/.·1i.s us.:tge au 

d,~t)Jr.JI n~mpnt". dp. fr)nds d.np!,\l'tr:'Il:;l.n~, .~ 1 ',·3.ssoci..ation ,~ 
'IOC3.tiDn t"o.-l i(:.li~t.Jsp. 

1.) line :':(~'::(JI:l.7'i.t.i'.H1 ,~ vr)c.';\i" . .lOf1 I'gi i(~lf?IJ'.:,e c.:UlflfI!Url.i.qlj!~ -:"'I.U 

1~I)n'~-~'-'1;1t,~·3t.lr 18 11DITl . '.If:' ':-.(')1) "::,'''''1".'1"1,.)1 .. ,1 I ~ (ltJl I~sl:. (:'!l,'1'-qe. 

'~()r1fl)f.";;IRrnp.nt '1 l. ·.~rt.iclf'~ ,-). 'j'i:nl'r)rr!]'3'- des (:hr\nqernent.s 
~, p p"(7) r ~, e '3 8 t"_ " q U 1 tJ (2 U I.j ~ n t: !_? ,1:. 1"- ~ 3 i q n i fie 1 e s a v i 5 

----~ .. J@..g-t,-i-!-l-t_~~~-.~--l--~--;I-S_S(;)(~....,-i ·3,-t i.-I) 1-""\ -, l,- -'·}-()C'l- /;-- i -,')-1'-)- --1" ~-J---i. (-:l-i:-I?t-J S-f:!--:-------

'~, ) 

I)ne .1'3~,C'C t., r., 1 ('lf1 

-1.U (~(]!I'3{__::~! '·j,~u~!JI 

"\ '.jr)c:" I., i r,.lh r~ L r.,·!i,"':II.JSP 1,)PI..) t '.-:ommuniquer 
~r~ 1)f")If! ':I~'7! :)tlJ'3 '~':.J11 :spc~·~t..:\i 1 ~~ d.'3.!1s 

"~ ~.T" l'_,)II!'?, ::-.,i'llllfir,,:,1 ;1'.~f1 .1' II~ ,~\,;,~ 

";')11';,1..; ~D~~ \JI)"-~ ·-:-.i( .. 1I1ir~C,3.t 1'.)1) '.1'1) '.,1.,1,'''> 
';or,',JI-,i,rJll .1 ~"':I.l i,'·.lieu':::,p'. 

--:::; . 

ll~ ·p'·i·r71,-,i.I'~ 1)11, 

1. 1 '~Il' j·';,nl'.l'~ ':;'1t..J)( 

1. ','"!,'::.';;-.DC L:1. t. i f)n .3 

I',)I}') l'nlJ\/"~I)1 ·3.1.1 "~ ;').;"':' il)!'--·, r"d I I ,--' 1.1 i. ! ,~':' i'.' , )1.J t 
" I' t i r" 1 I,,! '")., L )11 ", 



ANNUlATION D'ENREGISTREMENT 
10. 1) Lorsque·,le Conservateur estime que 

a) 

b) 

c) 

un enregistrement effectu~ 
pt-ese'nte Loi a t§t.e obt:.enu 
d~cl.3f"at;i()n au err'eur ou 

en application de la 
paf' fraude. fausse 

l'un des objets d'une 
religieuse qui a ets 
illegal: ou 

association a vocation 
enregi3tree est e1evenu 

./ 

,u-ne association ;i\ vocation religieuse oeuvre a des 
fins il1egales; ou 

d) une association ~ vocation religieuse ~ omis de S8 

conformer A l'une des dispositions de la presents 
Loi, 

it p~ut par avis ecrit ~xiger que l'association a 
\} rj cat i. () 11 r Ali ~;J i e u '3 8. d a 11 S !.1 n (~e 1 aid e 30 j 0 U f' S • 

demontf"e 1,,\ r"ison POUf' taquelie sa const.itution ne 
do i t pa'3 iH f'8 ""flU 1 se . 

:?) 5i I.fne-<,s"'oci,3t.ion ,:. vocat,ion t"r'lliqieuse,' dans un d~lai 
.d~O_ JOIJrs ap,"~S siqn if ica t,ion d' un avis omet de 
donner ~,at'.isfaction ·3U Conserva'teur. il peut paf" avis 
publis au Journal officiel annuler son enregistrement. 

3) L8 s8cretair'8 de l'assoc.'lation a voca.tion religieuse 
dOlt .. dans It:',~ ,30· jOUt~S de 1 '~Illlulal:ion. restituer au 
Conset'V3_.'".e i_II' 18 certific.?l.t d'8.nregistn'3rnent. Tout refus 
ou IJmission d'obtemrJer'3r' C0r1StitU8 une infl-.:3.ction et 
e:-<DQ'')8 hJU t.e personFlA .' r:ond.-;unne8 ,] une a.mende de 
20. f)O() VT. -<. 

ENQUETE SUR lES ACTTVITES DES ASSOCIATIONS A VOCATION RELIGIEUSE 
Lt. 1) L~ Mini '"3 I·.t'r:'l. pur. nommpt' un r::f.")mit.p pour 8nqu§ter et 

f':lit·t3 IJt) r··~\Ppul"!~' ... '·~lJt· t·.()11L~~ acl:ivite df~ 

l'.3S"SDCi.l!·,iun.:3. Vl")c;·3.I;i.Oll r·'31i<;'1i.8use r"~u'elle suit 
8nr·/3qi·3t.I·r?~ rJU Ilr)/") COnf()I'1JH~rnent .-\ 1,-:1,. Dt'~Setlte Loi. 

lr: __ r·?lPRol~t rju '-=:onti!:e-"l DelJt .. ~.. . ..... ... --....:.......---. 

=:\) (il?m~rldpr :~l! CO·llr.:.P,1 ·1.1r.l?llt~ de si(.Jni Fier' un ·"3,'·/1.5 A 

" 

I--------------~_! . . ;1.$ '7 f.;.).C"_L:~u.~_i...i..).t.)_,_· LC)~: .. i_"t-Li.L;.!.,.- .t~.~.~] •.. ~ .. q-i.~.J .. I~-e.rJ-\j...e-t..:....t . .u-d.e'----
.. t . ··u t·, i c: 1.8 t () p t 

h) sOI.lIfle~.t.rf~ .'\\J p!;,rJClJrr~tJl' (.JeJF~r·11··~!:.o'l.ttes l(~s inft~ac­

t·l.un·; ;:)1 r·?';l.lm(·~,:,~~'). 

/ 
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FAUSSE DECLARATION D'ENREGISTREMENT 
12. 1) --Est._ considere comme une .infraction 1e fait pour 

LIne personne de d~clarer qu'une association au LJn8 
or(]anisation Qui n'est pas enf~eqistree en vertu de la 
p,~esente Loi. est une ass.Qciat.io;~ a vocation t~eliqieuse 
enregistree ou que les CTOY8.nC8S ou les met.hodes de 
cult~ qu'elle p!~atique sont celles d'une asso~iatior' ~ 
vocation r~ligieuse enr~gistr§e, quand ce n'est pas Ie 
cas. 

.<C 

2) Toute personne qui com~et une te11e infraction s'expose 
sur cond?mnation A une amende de 50.000 VT. 

INSPECTION DU REGISTRE 
13. Sur paiement d'un droit' 

permettre l'inspection 
pertinent~ d~poses aupres 

de 
du 
de 

5.000 VT. 
r'e9istr'e 
lu i . 

Ie 
et 

Corlservateur doit 
autres documents 

EXEI')PTIONS 
14. Le Ministre peut.. a sa discr-etion. exempter touts 

association ~ vocation religi8use Oll cat~gorie d'associat,ioll 
;3. vocAl"ron t"elig.l8tJse des condi l~iQns t'equises pat' 1a 
pr8sente Loi. 

REGLEMENTS 
1 5. 1) Le Ministre peut pour' une mei118ure application des 

disPDSi 1:.10115 (~e 1.-:'\ ul'~'3ente Loi. DI-endre des reglements 
non contr'adicloires avec lacresente Loi. 

2) Sans dero(J"r.i.on des ':J(~ner-,1Iitp.s du p.qra~:}rM.phe 1) 
f1.ini,:.t..n::! UP'llt p;3.t' tl""Jiefnl"':nt fi IPI' les ,3.uqrnent,,3.tions 
,.Jr-,o-rts Dl'l=?scr-it.s r)()ur lr:?s dAllvlIldes d·F.!nr'8gi·3trenH~nt 

:J ' . I . ( Ln9pec,:lun. 

ENTREE EN VIGUEUR 

18 
des 

et 

1 b. 1 . .3 l)r~~~·>'?llt8 I."~)i. P.l'1t:"~I·-l 

1~1"1~8Le minis !:.PI" if7i oubJ. i'7 
'?n ·Ji'.:;lur~I_11· II:? jour' 
·1U .Juurn.3L I)rfici i,3l. 

pt·~scr·i. t oa,' 

--. 

--::: " 
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Demanded'enregistrement d'une association a vocation reiigieuse 

Nom de l' associ a t i on 'LI ______ --==----------------

Adresse d,u Bureau principal 

/ 

No~ rju Sec~~taire 
(infjiquer 113 norn des 
auLr-r-3S Secretair'F3s sur' 
IJI18 ~~tr~ feuille) 

Nom du Tr§sorier : 
( indiauer 1e nom des 
alJtr8~ Tt~~sotier3 SIJr 

,line autre feuillel 

--

r 

Une liste des PCllises/1Leux 
(:18 ctJlte r~quli8r' 

L . .;\ _Ct)i'I,::;ti t.ut-.ion/dccl:tI"J.t.l'.J!1 
des Db-jecti F'3 81: ;"::f'"5\;':"nnces 

,I-' ____________ ~J.i£m..e 11 t, ('!r~ 

;(:'(:1 '~l.\i'!~ 

" 

I 

Cocher 

l_---' 
[---, 
LI ___ ~ 

---"-_ .. _-'--- -
r :·r,,~,.)() I" i.'''''' 

1, ' 



REPUBLIC OF VANUATU 

RELIGIOUS BODIES (REGISTRATION) ACT NO. 9 OF 1995 

RELIGIOUS BODIES ACT (COMMENCEMENT) ORDER 
NO. !l. ~ OF 1995 

To bring the Religious Bodies (Registration) Act No. 9 of 1995 into 
force. 

IN EXERCISE of the power conferred upon me by section 16 of the 
Religious Bodies Act No. 9 of 1995, I, SE'fHY JOBN REGENVANU, Minis·ter of 
Justice, Culture and Womens' Affairs, make the following Order:-

COMMENCEMENT OF ACT NO. 9 OF 1995 
I. The Religious Bodies (Registration) Act No. 9 of 1995 shall come 

into force on the date of its publication in the Gazette. 

COMMENCEMENT OF THIS ORDER 
2. This Order shall come into force on the date of its publication in 

the Gazette. 

MADE at Port Vila the ::5 -".·b day of October 1995. 

Minister 


