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REPUBLIC OF VA UATU 
Assent 10. 10.2000 
Commencement 10. 10.2000 

DECE TRALIZATION (AMENDMENT) ACT NO. 4101' 2000 

An Act to amend the Decentralization Act No. 1 of 1994 

BE IT ENACTED by the President and Parliament as follows: 

Amendments 
The Dccenlral i7.3tion Act No. 1 of 1994 is amended as set out in Schedule 1. 

2 Com mencemcnt 
Th is Act commences on the day on which it is assented to by the President. 
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Schedule I 

Amendments of the Decentralization Act No. t of 1994 

Subsection 18A(2) and (3) 
Delete the subsections. 

2 After section ISA 
Insert: 

" 18AR Constituencies and num ber of elected councillors 
( I) The Minister may by Order in writing divide each local government region 

into several constituencies for the purposes of a local government council 
e lection. 

(2) Subject to subsection (3), the Minister may by Order in writing prescribe the 
number of elected members for each local government region on the basis that 
each member for each constituency must represent at least 1,500 people in that 
consti t uency_ 

(3) Irlhe Minister is sati sfied that the ru le in subsection (2) cannot be complied 
with for one or more constituencies in a local gove rnment regiun, the Minister 
may by Order in writing prescribe the number of members ror that 
constituency based on each island or island group in that region being fairly 
represented in the local government counc il . 

1SAC ·Election deposits 
( 1) Subject to subsection (2), the Ministe r may by Order in writing prescribe an 

amount to be deposited by each candidate in a local government council 
e lection. 

(2) The amount prescribed cannot exceed VT 20,000.". 
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REPUBLIQUE DE VANUATU 
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LOI NO.'\-I DE 2000 RELATIVE A LA DECENTRALISATION ET 
A LA CREATON DE PROVINCES (MODIFICATION) 

Portant modification de la Loi No.1 de 1994 relative a la Decentralisation et a la Creation de 
provinces. 

Le president de la Republique et Ie Parlement promulguent Ie texte suivant : 

Modifications 
1. La Loi No. 1 de 1994 relative a la Decentralisation et a la Creation de provinces est 

modifiee telle que specifiee a I'Annexe 1. 

Entree en vigueur 
2. La presente Loi entrera en vigueur Ie jour de sa promulgation par Ie President de la 

Republique. 



Annexe 1 

Modifications de 1a Loi No.1 de 1994 relative a la Decentralisation et 
a la Creation de provinces 

1. Paragraphes 2) et 3) de I'article 18A 
Les paragraphes 2) et 3) de I'article 18A sont abrag"s. 

2. Apres I'article 18A 
Sont inseres : 

"18AB Circonscriptions et nombre de conseillers elus 
1) Le Minislre peul, expressement par Arrete, diviser chaque province en 

circonscriptians electorales au>: fins des elections provinciales. 

2) Sous reserve des dispositions du paragraphe 3). Ie Ministre peut. 
expressement par Arrete, fi xer Ie nombre de membres elus dans chaque 
province selon que chaque membre dans chaque province doit 
represenler au mains 1 500 personnes une circonscription. 

3) Si Ie Minislre est convaincu que les dispositions du paragraphe 2) ne 
peuvenl eire respectees Quant a une au plusieurs circanscriptions d'une 
province, it peut, expressement par Arrete, fixer Ie nambre de membres 
requis dans tadile circonscription au motif que chaque ile au groupe 
d'j[es dans tadile province doil equitablemenl etre representee dans un 
Conseil provincial . 

18AC Mantant a payer 
1) Sous reserve des dispositions du paragraphe 2), Ie Ministre peut, 

expressement par Arrete, fixer Ie montan! a payer par chaque candidat 
aux elections provinciales. 

2) Ledit mantant ne peut exceder 20.000 VT.", 
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REPUBLIC OF VANUATU 

DECENTRALIZATION ACT NO. I OF 1994 

LOCAL GOVlmNMENT COUNCIL 
(DATE OF ELECTIONS) 
ORDER NO. 15 OF 2000 

In exe rcise orlhe powers corllaincd in section 18A( 4) of the Dcccntraliz..'llioll Act .No. 
1 of 1994 , the Electora l Commiss ion makes the following Order: 

Oate of elections 
The date for election of elected members or each of the following local government 
counci ls is 10 November 2000: 
(3) the Sanm3 Local Government Counci l; 
(b) the Penam3 Local Government Council ; 
(c) the Mniumpn Lut:a l Government Coullcil; 
(d) the Shefa Local Government Counc il ; 
(c) the Tarea Local Government Council. 

2 Commencement 
This Order comes into Icree 011 the dale 011 which il is lIlaue . 

MADE al Pori Vila Ihi s '0 day orOclober 2000. 

Charles Bice 
Chairman 
ELECTORALC 

Dorosday Kenneth 
Member 
ELECTORA L COMM ISS IO N 

Ps Stan ey Muli 
Member 
ELECTORAL COMM ISS IO N 



RI~ I'lI8L1C OF VANUATU 

IJI<:CI<:NTRALIZATION ACT NO. I OF 1994 

LOCAL GOVI<:RNMENT COUNCIL ELI~CTIONS 
OlmER NO. IE> OF 2000 

In exercise urthe powers cOllln incd in section 18A(4) orthe Decentralization Act No. I 
or 1994, the Electora l COlll mission makes the following Order: 

Eligihility of c:.ndidatcs 
1\ person is e ligible to stand as a candidate I'or election to a local government council if 
he or she: 

(a) is a citizen of Vanuatu: and 

(h) is rcgisteretl as fin elector in the loca l government region in which he or she is a 
candidate: and 

(c) is not disqualified from voting: and 

(tI) has nol received a sentence including a suspe nded sentence ora lenn or terms of 
imprisonment which has not endeo: and 

(e) is not an undischarged bankrupt; and 

(I) has attained 21 years of age. 



" 

2 Declaration of candidature 
( 1) On or before a date tletermined in writing by the Electora l COl11mis~iol1 , a candidate 

f() f a local government COU1H,.: il e lection Inust lodge with a registration UniCef within 
the meaning of the Representation ur the People Act [CAP 146J in the local 
government region in which the election is to be held: 

(a) a dcclnrat iull or candidature s igned by him or her conta ining the particulars 
and in the fo nn se t out in Schedu le 1 ur in a rorm substantially sim ilar to that 
form approved by the Principal Electoral omcer~ and 

(b) adeposilofVT 15,000; and 

(c) 2 full face pholographs of himself or herself: and 

(<.1) except fo r a candidate sponsored by a poli tical party having a symbol 
approved by the Electoral Cummiss ion, an illustration on paper of his or her 
personal electoral symbol. 

(2) 1\ declaration or candidature must also contain the signatu res or not less than 5 
sponsors who are registered to vo te ;n the local government region and 110t related 
10 the cand idate. 

(3) No person may lodge a declaration of his or her own candidature for more than one 
local government region. 

(4) The registration ollicer who receives a declaration must forward the declarat ion 
immediately 10 the Principal Elec toral O lTiccr. The Principal Electo ra l Unicl.!r 
l11ust, as soon as practicable, send a receipt in a form approved by him or her to the 
candidate. 

(5) The Principal Electoral O rricer must within 48 hours after recelvmg all 
declarations: 

(a) make a li st of the candidates named in the declarations; and 

(b) give copies to the Electoral Commission together with such cOlllments on the 
va lidity of the candidature of any person named in the li st as he or she 
considers lit. 
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3. Revocation of Order 
The Local Government Councils Elections (Amendment) Order No.8 of 2000 is revoked. 

4. Commencement 
This Order comes into force on the date of which it is made. 

MAOE at Port Vila this 10~ October 2000. 

ice 
Chairman 
ELELCTORAL COMMISSION 

Dorosday Kenneth 
Member 
ELECTORAL COMMISSION 

~ 
Ps Stanley Moli 
Member 
ELECTORAL COMMISSION 



SCIIEOIJLE I 

UECENTRALIZATION ACT NO. I OF 1994. 

Important information about the Ueclaration of Candidature form 

1. Persons wishing to contest local government council elections 
must fill in / complete the attached Declaration of Candidature 
form; 

2. The applicant must be a citizen of Vanuatu and aged 21 years or 
more; 

3. The signature of five sponsors (who must be registered voters in 
the local government region and not related to him/her) must be 
provided; 

4. When this form is completed (including sponsorship details) it 
must be handed to a registration officer for the local government 
region for which the person named as the candidate is declaring 
himself/herself a candidate together with:-

(a) a deposit of 15,000 Vatu (Vt.15,000); 

(b) two passport sized photographs of the candidate (preferable 
not color photographs) and; 

(c) an illustration on paper of the candidate's personal electoral 
symbol, unless he/she is sponsored by a political party with an 
approved symbol. The symbol should be a simple design in 
black and white and must not include any words. 
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SCHEDULE I 

DECENTRALIZATION ACT NO. I OF 1994. 

DECLARATION OF CANIlIIlA T{)RE 

I, .. .. ........ .. ........... ... .... .. ...... ....... .. ... ... ......... (NAME IN CAPITAL) 

OF ..... .......... ..... .. ...... ..... ......... .......... (NAME OF ISLAND) BEING 

A CITIZEN OF VANUATU AND AGED ...... .... ... .. YEARS. 

HEREBY DECLARE 

1. MYSELF AS A CANDIDATE FOR ELECTION TO THE .. .. ......... .... .... LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT COUNCIL; 

2. THAT I AM REGISTERED AS A VOTER IN THE ELECTORAL ROLL FOR THE 
POLLING STATION OF ........ ... ........... ....... ........ .. ... AND MY ELECTORAL CARD 
NUMBER IS .... .. ..... ....... ... ... .... ............ .... .... ... .... ; 

3. THAT I AM NOT DISQUALIFIED FROM VOTING; 

4. THAT I AM NOT SERVING A SENTENCE OF IMPRISONMENT OR HAVE NOT 
RECEIVED A SUSPENDED SENTENCE OF IMPRISONMENT WHERE THE PERIOD OF 
SUSPENSION HAS NOT ENDED; 

5. THAT I AM NOT AN UNDISCHARGED BANKRUPT AND; 

6. THAT MY OCCUPATION/PROFESSION IS ..... .......... ....... .......... ... ...... .. ...... ....... . 

SIGNATURE: ...................................... DATE: 
.............•.•...•.••...•...............•. 
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SCHEDULE 1 

TI-IE DECENTRALIZATION ACT NO.1 OF 1994. 

DECLARATION OF CANDIDATURE 

SPONSORS OF CANDIDATE 

1. NAME: ................................................... ADDRESS: 
................................................. 

OCCUPATION: 

POLLING 
STATION: 

2. NAME: 

OCCUPATION: 

POLLING 
STATION: 

3. NAME: 

OCCUPATION: 

POLLING 
STATION: 

ELECTORAL CARD NO.: 

SIGNATURE: 

ADDRESS: 

ELECTORAL CARD NO.: 

SIGNATURE: 

ADDRESS: 

ELECTORAL CARD NO.: 

SIGNATURE: 
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SCHEDULE 1 

TilE DECENTRALIZATION ACT NO. I OF 1994. 

4. NAME: 

OCCUPATION: 

POLLING 
STATION: 

5. NAME: 

OCCUPATION: 

POLLING 
STATION: 

DECLARATION OF CANDIDATllRE 

SPONSORS OF CANDIDATE 

ADDRESS: 

ELECTORAL CARD NO.: 

SIGNATURE: 

ADDRESS: 

ELECTORAL CARD NO.: 

SIGNATURE: 
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REI'UHUC OF VANUATU 

DECENTRALIZATION ACT NO. I OF 1994 

LOCAL GOVlmNMF.NT COlINCIL ELECTIONS 
(DECLARATION OF CANDIIMTl I IH:) 

ORDER NO. 111 OF 2000 

In exercise of the powers contained in regulation 2( 1 ) of the I.oeal Government 
Coullci l Elections Order No. I of 2000, being an Order made in accordance with the 
powers contai ned in section 181\(4) u rlhe Decentralization Act No. I of 1994, the 
Electora l Commission makes the following Order: .-

I>ate of declaration of candida ture 
For the purposes of regulation 2( 1) of the Local Government Council Elections Ordcr 
Nu. of 2000. the dale is 24 OClober 2000 for the eiecl ions to be heid on 10 
Novl!11lber 2000 for each of the following local government councils: 
(a) the Sanma Local Government Counci l: 
(11) the PCn31l111 Lnca l (iovcfIlmcnt COlillcil ; 
(c) the Malampa Local Government Counci l; 
(tI) the She fa Local Government Council~ 

(c) the Tafea Local Government Counci l. 

2 Commencement 
This Order comes into force 011 the d<lte on which it is made. 

MADE al Port Vi la this I <!) day ofOclober 2000. 

4e 
Chairman 
ELECTORAL COMMISSION 

lP<rJ:)QM~ 

Dorosday Kenneth 
Member 
ELECTORAL COMMISSION 

P~Oli 
Member 
ELECTORAL COMMISSION 



IU£I'UULlC OF VANUATU 

DECENTRALIZATION ACT NO. I OF 1994 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT COUNCIL 
(ELECTION I)EI'OSIT) 

OIWER NO. jg Of 2000 

In exercise of the powers contained in sections 18AC and 35 of the Decentralization Act 
No. I of 1994 I, l3arnubas Tabi , the Minister of Internal Aflairs, make the folluwing 
Order: 

I Election dCIJOsit 
( 1) The amount 10 be depos ited by each candidate in a local government council 

election is VT 15,000. 

(2) The amount deposited is payable to the Electoral Office and is not refundable. 

2 Commencement 
This Order comes into force on the date bn which it is made. 

MADE at P Vila this /1 f( day or October 2000. 



IUWUBLIC OF VAN UATU 

()ECI~NTRALIZATION ACT NO. I OF 1994 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT CONSTITUENCIES 
OIWE({ NO. 19 OF 2000 

In exercise urlhe powers contained in section 18A !] of the IJcccntrali7.3tion Act No. I or 
1994 I, 13arnalJas Tabi , the Minis te r or IIHernal A fTair.s, ma ke the lollow i ng O rde r: 

1 Constituencies in Tafca Region 
For the purposes of the election of members to the Tafea Local Government Council , the 
Ta ren Local Government Region is di vided into 5 constitue ncies, the names a nd 
boundaries or which are set out in Part A or the Schedule together with the number or 
elected members for the Tarea Local Government Region. 

2 Constituencies in Shcfa Itcgion 
For the purposes of the election o f memhers 10 the She fa Local (lovcfIll11 cnl Council. the 
Shd~1 Local liOVCrIl111 cnt Region is di vided inlo I.) l:unslituencies, the Il<II11eS muJ 
boundaric3 of which are 3et out in Part 13 of the Schcdule together with the number of 
e lected membe rs fe r She fa Local Government Region. 

J Constiluencies in MalaTllIJa Region 
I"or the purposcs of the election llr members to the Malampa Loc'll Governmellt Co unei I, 
the Malampa Local Go vernment Region is divided into 3 constituencies, the names and 
boundaries of which are set oul in Part C of the Schedule together with the number of 
elected members for the Malampa Local Government Region. 

4 Constituencies in Penama Region 
r-nr the purpo~es of the election or members to the Pellmna Local Government Counci l, 
the Penama Local Go vernment Region is divided into 3 constituencies, the names and 
boundaries of which arc sci out in Part l) of the Schetlule together with the number uf 
e lected members lor the Penama Local Government Region. 

~ Constituencies in Sanma Itcgion 
For the purposes o f the election of memhers tn the Smuna Local Ciovernmcnt COLIlldl , 
the Sanllla Local Governme nt Regiun is divided into 2 constitllcncies. the names and 
bOLll1dari e~ or which me set (Jut in Part I ~ or the Schedule Illgcther with the number or 
electcd members for the Sanma Local Government Region. 

. . . 



6 Constituencies in Torlm Ilegion 
ror the purposes or the elcction of mcmbers to the Torba Local Government Council , the 
Torha Local Government Region is divided into 7 constituencies. the names anti 
houndaries or which are sci out in Part F or the Schedule together wi th the number o r 
elected members l'or the Torba Local Government Region. 

7 Commencement 
This Order comes into force on the date on which it is made. 

MADEatPort Vila this II'" of October 2000. 
(, Or VA",& 

IJJv Af)'o(, 

Q..;j ~ Of 
if, ",~'$1" o.ff"'.s • 

t ,"'''-~''''-
II N . Alli ~f. o"-s 0 

INISTER OF INT It AL""~~ /,3' 
:%>."-- ,,.,..,,,.. "'~/ 
~IQJE 0': 
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REPUBLIC OF VANUATU 

SCHEDULE 

PART A - TAFEA LOCAL GOVERNMENT REGION 

CONSTITUENCIES BOUNDARIES NUMBER OF ELECTED 
MEMBERS 

1. TANNA TANNA ISLAND 15 
2. ERROMANGO ERROMANGO ISLAND 1 
3. ANIWA ANIWA ISLAND 1 
4. FUTUNA FUTUNA ISLAND 1 
5. ANEITYUM ANEITYUM ISLAND 1 

19 

PART B - SHEFA LOCAL GOVERNMENT REGION 

CONSTITUENCIES BOUNDARIES NUMBER OF ELECTED 
MEMBERS 

1. EFATE EFATE ISLAND 8 
2. EPI EPIISLAND 3 
3. EMAE EMAE ISLAND 1 
4. TONGOA TON GOA ISLAND 1 
5. TONGARIKI & BUNINGA TONGARIKI & BUNINGA 1 

ISLANDS 
6. MAKIRA & MATASO MAKIRA & MATASO ISLANDS 1 
7. EMAU EMAU ISLAND 1 
8. MOSO & LELEPA MOSO & LELEPA ISLANDS 1 
9. NGUNA & PELE NGUNA & PELE ISLANDS 1 

18 

PARTC - MALAMPA LOCAL GOVERNMENT REGION 

CONSTITUENCIES BOUNDARIES NUMBER OF ELECTED 
MEMBERS 

1. PAAMA PAAMA ISLAND 2 
2. AMBRYM AMBRYM ISLAND 4 
3. MALEKULA MALEKULA ISLAND 15 
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PART 0 - PENAMA LOCAL GOVERNMENT REGION 

CONSTITUENCIES BOUNDARIES NUMBER OF ELECTED 
MEMBERS 

1. AMBAE AMBAE ISLAND 6 
2. MAEWO MAEWO ISLAND 2 
3. PENTECOST PENTECOST ISLAND 8 

16 

PART E - SANMA LOCAL GOVERNMENT REGION 

CONSTITUENCIES BOUNDARIES NUMBER OF ELECTED 
MEMBERS 

1. MALO/AORE MALO & AORE ISLANDS 3 
2. SANTO SANTO ISLAND 15 

18 

PART F - TORBA LOCAL GOVERNMENT REGION 

CONSTITUENCIES BOUNDARIES NUMBER OF ELECTED 
MEMBERS 

1. MERELAVA MERELAVA ISLAND 1 
2. GAUAlMERIG GAUAlMERIG ISLANDS 1 
3. MOTA MOTA ISLAND 1 
4. VANUALAVA VANUALAVA ISLAND 1 
5. MOTALAVA MOTALAVA ISLAND 1 
6. UREPARAPARA UREPARAPARA ISLAND 1 
7. TORRES TORRES ISLANDS 1 
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REl'lIHLle OF VANUATU 

I)I~CENTRALIZATION ACT NO. I OF 1994 

(REPEAL OF OIWEI{S) IlEGIiLATIONS 
OIWER NO. 20 OF 2000 

In exercise oflhe powers contained in section 35 ofihe Decentralization Act No. lof 
1994 I, 13arnabas Tabi, the Minister of Internal AITairs, make the 1() llowing Order: 

Rel,eal of Orders 
The following Orders are repealed: 

(a) the Decentraliza tion and l.ocal Government Regions Amendment Order No.5 or 
2000; 

(b) the Local Government Counci ls Elections (Amendment ) Order No. 8 of2000. 

2 Commencement 
This OnJer comes into Joree on the date on which it is made. 

MADE at Port . this 
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