
No.7H. Thursday, 2.2nd NO\'cllIhcr, 1928. 

TIlE PETRULEUl'II ORDINANCE, [!}2b. 

Wesic't'u Samoa.. No. 5,1928. 

1\n 0rdinance 
made hy lhe Administrator of tll( Tt!I'l'itlll'y of \\'cstl'rn Samoa, with the advice aud 
consent of the Legislative Conncil of tllat Territory alld ill pursuance of the Samoa 
Act, 1921. 

l,h'1'",.tI. 

1. This Ordinance may be cited as uThe Petroleum Ordinance, 1928" 
aud shan come iuto operation ou a dille 10 be 110tified by the Administrator 
in the \Vestern Samoa Ga7.ette anrl being uot less than six calendar months 
from the date of this Ordinance. 

2. In this Ordinance 
"petroleum" mea us aud includes petroleum, rock oil, Rangoon oil, 
Bunnah oil aud :lny prodnct 01 them and allY oil made from 
petn .• leum, coal, schist, shale, peat or other bituminous substance 
01 product of them and which has been imported into the Territory 
in separate receptacles otherwise than in bulk. Provided that all 
such products of petroleum as have a true Hashing.point of not less 
than !\lU degrees Fahrenheit s11a11 be excluded. 
"place" means and includes any house, storehoUiie, warehouse, 
shop or other build,ing, cellar, yard, or \\,barf. 
"person" includes a firm and all incorporated company. 
"terrilory" means the Territory of \Vesteru Samoa, 
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SlJPPLD!ENT TO THE \\'ESTERN SAMOA GAZETTE. 

\. (I) Every \'tssel carrying" a l' rgo con.-.i:.tillg wlwlly or io part of 
petroleum and ('IIh-rill.~ th!: Port (,f Apia 3li defined in the Samoa 
Cu~tolU'; COllso]icLitioll tJrdcr, lq.~", from any port beyuud the 
T('rntllry 511:11; cOllfor~ll to such lIlstrllctiOllS iu respect to the 
f'}Stt1<.:1l at whit,1t ~hc !s to he moored as may from time to time 
j't: i~st:('d 11\' the IIarhourlllast('r. 

(.l) 11 any \-css~l 1:-' n:'"l,lcd in till)' po:-itkll ill conLravention of sllch 
iustnlctions tlle D\\lIl:r ( r IlId:>l:r (If such \"essd shall be guilty 
of <ill ()ffcllcl! and, liabk to a filll: Hot exceeding" twenty pounds 
for l.:ach day dUT"llll{ which till: vessel rel1lalllS 50 moored and it 
shall he lawful for the IhrbuHr !'.tasit'r or ally orher person 
acting under his or-lCl"S lc' can se such \"cssel to be removfd at 
the l:xpem;e oi the ~)\\"lH.!r (01 Ill:l!>tt'r thereof tt, Sllch pO!'itioll:lS 
\lIay Ix: urdcn.:d hy the Harb01lr Masln. 

I (11 1t !'lw11 Dot be bwful for ~1.11y perSC'1l tu keep in any pbce \\"ithin 
lho..: limits of Ille Api·\ t( \\,11 ana as frolll time to time cl.fined 
hy !!lC Admiui:;lrator b} prucLl1natiull ill the \\'estfl"u S"lllloa 
G ';."(;It(' U' \\"Ithll ally ot',1;;1" an..: .. !fom time In t:llll' proclaimed 
by lilt.: Adllliuistrntor to be SUlj":lt 10 the pn,yisiolls d Ihi" 
Ordillallu.: pdrulct\;)l ill ally qual,.i\.\' I;;Kceo..:diug 2~ lo:perial 
gallons unIt ss !'llch petroleum sh' 11 be stond in a puhlic (Ir 
pri\"ale magazilll' L~'reillafter pro\"··\er\ f!tr,or in au underground 
receptacle cOllstrnct.:d 10 the satisfaction of the Administrator. 

(2) All pctwlCttlll ~hall be kept ill SOllle \"essd or \'essels made of 
glass, earthcllware or metal and sh •• ll he securely stoppered . 

.J. It .shall be la\dul for tin: Admini.strator from time to timc by 
proclamation in the \Vc~ter1l SUlllv:l Gal.l:ttc 10 proclaim au)' building to be 
a public magazine for the storage of pdroltulll. The Ad ninistralor may 
appoiut fit and proper persons to have the charge and ctlst"dy of all)' such 
magazine and lllay from tillle to lime fix the fllornge r(;lIt pay;(L\e un goods 
kept therein. 

(j, No petroietltll shall be deJin:l'l:d from nr rE"cei\-ed into anv public 
maga7.inl" except betwtcu the hours (f S('\'e11 in the forenoon and six in the 
afteruoon. 

7, Licenso.:s for priyute !lla~n;dnes lnay hl: i~s\led Ly the Collector 
01 Customs alld shall J..Ircscnbe the quantity of petroleum .which nutY,be 
stored in a pri\'ate magazine, Any person wl1(J keeps in a pnnltE' magal~llle 
a gn:ater quantity of petroleum thun is aJlowcd by his licel.se shall le gUllly 
of an effellce against this Ordinance. 

;';.W-~l:'""'",~;~::, ". No petroleulll shall be deJiven:d from any pli\'ate llla~azine l"XCept 
,In... hetwcf;n the hours of S(:\'CU ill the fnreuoou and six ill the alt{;fUOOIl, 

Il'~~~'~:~'~n ~I 11, Particulars of e\'ery license iSSl1ed tinder this Ordinance "br,lI he 
published ill the Gazette aud sllch licellse :o;hal1 expire 011 the thirtytirst da) 
of March next after it is granted, 

11). (1) It shall be la\\"fn\ for auy Jttclge or COllllllissione: of the High 
Court Oil reasotlable cause assigned UpOll oath to Issue a warrant 
nnder his haud to sOllle constable or other officer of the Samoan. 
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Puolk ~"r\-lce (01 nhiu).': ill the da: ... tunc ally place in which 
petroleum is St1!lpc leel hI "le kept con! d.fy to the provisions of 
this Ordinance 

(2) All petroleum I, llHd t. he ktpt contrary to tbis Ordinance and 
abo the \'l d ... "1 ru:eptaclcs in v.hich the same shall be kept 
"hnl1 be immediately sei7.ed hy the :<ca!dl(~r who shall with all 
convenient J;peed aftt r the "dl\lfC remove .. nch petroleum and 
the ye<;sch; , r receptacles ,:olltaiuiuR it to il public magazine or 
in the cnllt of theft· btillg no- public 1Il1l)o{aziuc to some otbel 
place of 'lIfet)' 31H\may d hill slldl pdroieum and such vessels 
('T receptacles l,c1Hlill~ an orol'r Cl! the Court and such searcher 
or seizer shal1ull\ he E"hlc 10 any action for such detainer or 
for au~' le":-; of or dam:l.ge to lilll'll pt'troIelllll or ve~sel~ or 
reecJ-lt'lc1e" olher than h" hi$ \\illlll ad or neglect. 

(1) The o\\ller or ('n 11 III 1 all\' pl,l":C 01\ whose pn:mises petroleum 
shall 1 f<Jl~lId 11»,,1\ reI IUlll-r thi l"I1.US~ to he kept contrary 
to tll I)fI \1"i( us nl tll ()1 IUlIl e ,hall be deemed guilty of an 
(ften..:e aglll1st H ()11i It( 

12 Ally pc, ,11 \\ 10 shall c gUlil) 01 H.-adl of the pH'vjsioll~ of 
this Ordinance f, wInch 110.) I)C I I;.' I pel"lhcu 01 \, ho shall ')e ~ui1ty )£ 
:111 I.>ffCIKC agaiL5t liS Onliu:lu!.:e s~all er bI (,0 COIl"lct,on to a fiue nc\t 
cxceedill~! !\\fcnty"fj,c pounds n the c Ise )1 l nl1ltiuuill~ breach or 
cOlltillUillR, o£kutc to a fine nl,t ex~cclillg £ :j lilt every day during which 
such brca!.:h or offellce l"(lutilll1es. 

la. Tt rules c()ntained in the 5 he(lule hJ this Oratu' UC~ shall b..: ill 
'orce ill e ",line manncr a if they were cnaetu! ill the bedy of the 
()rdill ne,. ,lIId all.,.. breach of the prodsiolls (,I Bndl rules 511all he deemed 
t( he a I lea( h of fhe prov s: 11 J tIll Ordiu&ou.: and shall la! punishable 
accor,lOgly, 

SCHEDU L E. 

(R l' L E S \ 

Interpretatioll 
I, In these rn1t:5-

.ethe Ordinance" means the Petroleum Ordinauce 1 Cllt- I 
"boat" means any vessel propelled by O:'l.rs only I 
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"ship" includes en:T)' dcsl'r:ptil'll of \'cssel used il) JI:l.VigatlOll 1:01 VTupcl1ed by 
oars onl)'; 
"\\ hMf" iuclmles ,nu)' qllav, land:uK pIal .• LlIIllillK slaKe, jdt), pier, hulk, f,r 
otlier place at \\!:\ch HO(,ds an' lalld~d, loaded UT lI11iuaticd; 
"scn'cll \Iall" mcans a wall of hrit-k, !-tOllE', cOHere!c, I)]" other snhstallce cfliciuH 
for the purp{. C (1f pre\'cutiIlK the ]H:lcoiatioll 01 oil :l.ud the spread of fire from 
any (.I1C plat'c to :lu)' uther p!:u,'c. 

Pri\'ale Magaziul;:S to be LiclllJ,cd. 

) Pri,'atc M'lgazillc-; Jor the kecpill~ of petroleum lIIt1~t be licl:used anoually and 
all sllch liet-Ilses ~halll'xpire (u the thirty.fir;;! day cl ~Iarch in each year aud 
shall he ill 110(: fC'flll marked "A" aunexed hereto. 

Application for License and Ftes p;tyabk 

3. AppL~,:nt:(;n fur liccll::.e for a private magaziuc slnll IJe made lO the Collector 01 
Customs I'Illd shall he ill/orlll "B", TIIt:_ l,pplil.:"llt shall, 011 Le ng grauled R 

licellse, pw tu the Collector the SIIIll of L I If the license is for a mngazillc kr 
not morc thall :!' 'U galh'lls and £:! if for more than 'l~ '0 ~alioll~. 

Construction and llIatcli:.is Iv be used in pri\'ate Mag3ziut:s. 

"'. T he construction aud materials Lf ::.uch magazines ::.uall be in accordance \\ itb 
such specifications approved by the Administrator, as shall from time 10 time be 
notified iu the \Vestern Samoa Gazette. Pending Slleh notification the construc. 
tion and 1Uaterials shall be iu accordance with lhe specifications following and 
such specifications shall be fulfil1t·d to the sa ti!:.faction of the Officer ill ChRr~e 
Public \ Vorks Department . 

(G) Spel:ifications for private magazine 
for not more than .!ll(t gallons. 

Magazine Ulay be situated within another building and shall be so c(.lIstrncted 
and surrounded by walls of such materials that petrolelllll cannot escape tht:re:· 
froUl in the form of liquid under the a<:tioll of fire or l,therwise. It shall ha\'e a 
roof of gah-anised iron or other tlou-inflammable material whidll1lay be affixed to 
wooden rafters. I t shall he thoroughly ventilated \\ ith ol1e or more \·entilating 
flues of incombustible material s\1ch as gal\'ani~ed iron Icading frOI11 close abo\'e 
the floor level to the outside air at a point nol closer thau three fee t to allY 
wiudow, door or other opening or exit. P ro\'ided that no \"entihtor m3)' lead 
into any building but mnst connect direct to the opeu air. 

(b). Specifications for primte magazine 
for more than 2' II gallons. 

lI.I agaziue llIust be used only for storage of petroleulll and situated not le~s than 
SO feel from auy other building. It shall be conslructE:d of brick, c('!l!.:rcle, 
stonc, i1'on or some other nOIl.inflammable material. If blliltol iron the first three 
feet of the walls frout the g round upwards Ulast be of concrete without pur 
openings, or else the building lllust be surrounded by a screen wall of brick, stonc, 
concrete or sol id earth the design and construction being ill either case such Il ~ to 
prevent out·flow or percolation of liquid either under the action or fire or by pres­
sure or otherwise. Frame\\"ork, door and window fittings may be of woodaud floor 
of earth cinders or wood. Ventilation at eaves or through the roof must be 
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SUPPLEMENT TO THE WESTERN SAMOA GAZETTE. ~H 

suflicieu,t lur the s~ze of the ~lIaga'l,ille aud thcl .. e ll1~ISt be all.e or 1Ilore ventilating 
flues of lDcombustlble illa.ter!a~ such as .gah'aUlHcd Iron leadlllg from close aho\'e 
the Bool' !eyel to the ol1tslde an at a pOlnt not closer than a feet to aoy window 
door or other opening or exit. 

Rules to be Observed to Ensure Safety. 

'i. Every person keeping petroleulU ill ~ private maga:r.ille and every person in or 
about such 1H.ag~:zUl~ shall comply \nth the followiug general rules-

(a) 110 art~ficu"l1 11ght of any descriptioll shall be brought or used withiu a 
mag~:r.lue except u. light incapable of igniting any inflawlUable vapour 
outSIde ~f the lamp Itself. If the light is obtaiued by some meaus of 
combustlOu the lamp must be constructed on the principle of the "Davy 
Mines Safety Lawplt; 

(b) all petroleum received shall be at once takeu to the mugaziue and all 
petroleulll taken from the lllaga:r.ine for delivery or otherwise shall be at 
once removed from the premises; 

(c) no person shall smoke or bring mutches juto a maga:r.ine; 
(d) there shall be kept Cl sufficient quantity of sand so distributed about the 

magazine as to be immediately available for tbro\\·ing on any petroleum 
that may be spilled or ignited. 

Carriage by Sea of Petroleum. 

G. No shi.p shall carry more than Ol!e case of petroleum per tOil at the same time 
as she is carryiug passengers except for the pluposeof fuelling such ship. "Ton" 
in this section means tons registered or in the case 01 unregistered ships I he 
tonnage shown ou their sea-goiug certificates. 

Prohibition of Ships lyiug nlongside Wharf. 

7. The master of auy ship or boat ha\·ing on board petroleum ill quantity exceeding 
one hundred gallons shall not bring sttch :;hip or boat alongside any wharf or 
jetty within the port of Apia unless such ship or boat is ready to discharge 
such petroleum forthwith. 

Ships to be uuder Proper Control. 
8. E,·ery ship or boat carrying petroleum shall be iu charge of some responsible 

person both day and night. 
Smoking etc. Prohibitcrl. 

9. No person who is engaged iu the loading or unloading .0£ p'etr~l~um shall smoke 
or carry matches or other appliances capable of produclllg 19mtlOn. 

Packages containing PetroleuUl to be marked. 
10. Petroleum transported by land or sea shall be contained in packages so marked 

as clearly to indicate that they contain petroleum. 
Trausport of Petroleum ill leaky Receptacles Prohibited. 

11. PetroleuUl in leaky receptades shall 1I0t be transported or deliv<!red or recei\"ed 
for transport by laud or sea. .. . . 

Leaving of Petroleum lU Public Places Prolnb1lecl. 
11. No Petroleum sball be allowed to remain Oll any wbarf, streel, road, or public 

place and any person al!owing petrole1tn~ to remain on ally wharf street road or 
public place shall be gtl11ty of contravemng these rules. 

Liability of Master, &c. 
13. \Vhere not otberwise provided for the master or person iu charge of any ship 

or boat on which a breach of auy of these rules occurs or is committed shall be 
deemed to have contravened such rnles. 

•• , .... "." ••• I!o .......... , ............ 

\ 
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Granted lu 
for Pdroh:ul11 mag-azinc 
situated at 
(or the storagt: of not 
JllI)tc than galhon!> of 
pctmlculll. 
III furce until 
Dated 
Fee 
Referellce 

LOllcctor of ell t ms 

AppliClnt'sfl11 O"Olt 
Apphc nt' <l.l. n Of ( 

a. Applic It's J-'O a1 lid 
t Date' f Aj,plintlOlI 

FORM A. 

(\\'rstern Samoa) 

AUllual License ("r pri\':l.tc Ma){:l.zine. 
(;';1111..:(\ In d 
for prh'al{' J!lrlg:a ille situated at 
fur the storage of lIot IlIOTe than 
gallo,lls .,f Pctrolctllll subject to the 
{'oluhtinns Hnllcxl:<j heret!] and provided 
the privill mag:azillc is maintained ill 
aCI.:ordancc \\il11 the provisions "f the 
Ordiu:tnce :1l1r\ fIIh:~ respectiug the 
!;l!,rage of petroleullI. T 11 fOTe!.! 

(u tic s prcdullsh all:clle~11 11tlli\ 

" P llh cl J of 

C(Uc'l{t Cu~tO'!D 

FORM B 

!i Silnati .. 11 (f Ul,lgaZlIIC to 1 h cnscd, 
H, T, tal qll,lIltil' tin galloll~) 01 p Iroll'ulIl 10 he slorc,1. 
7, DCSl'npllt!l f mag.lzim. 

I (\cdan. th&.t tIll' ahov :-.Iatcmcllts 'Iud answers 
.HC I IC t, the h sf of tL)' knowledge and helid. 

Oal'lllb 

'fe, 'fh~ Collector of enst 11 

ca}' (Jf 

(Sig-ned) 

A~sclltcd to this hH'llty ust da' f :'\,)\ Illbel I " 

" S. \LLE:-;, 
Administrator 




